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FROM KYIV TO SWAMPSCOTT
Mother and son flee war zone; united with family

By Linda Matchan
JOURNAL STAFF

SWAMPSCOTT — What do you bring with
you if you’re a 7-year-old boy who has to flee
your home in Kyiv and hide underground from
the bombs? When all you can take is one backpack?
Here’s what Nikita Suvorov took: Snacks. A
water bottle. His iPad. And one book. (About
Minecraft, the video game.)
Nikita, who flew into Boston’s Logan Airport
last Wednesday night with his mother, Svitlana
Koren, has been through a lot since Feb. 24,
when Russia invaded Ukraine.
Saying goodbye to his father who stayed
behind to fight. Spending a week in a dim and
dingy basement beneath the streets of Kyiv, with
about 30 other mothers and children, and “no
toilet, no second exit,” his mother said.
Making their way to Germany on an overcrowded, filthy train from Lviv, Ukraine to
Przemysl in southeastern Poland. It broke
down along the way.
And now, flying across an ocean with his
mother to start a completely new life in a tranquil seaside community called Swampscott,
with relatives whom he’s never met. They will
be living with Svitlana’s uncle Sergey Koren, a
Ukranian Jew who moved to the North Shore
20 years ago; Koren’s wife Gaiane; and the cou-
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Nikita Suvorov and his mother Svitlana in an elevator at Logan Airport. At
right, Nikita playing at camp upon arriving in America.

ple’s five children, ranging in age from 8 to 28.
His great-grandparents, Feliks and Lyudmila
Koren, who left Ukraine in 1999 and settled in
Lynn – live nearby.
Soon he will start elementary school in a
language he partially understands but can’t
yet speak.
Svitlana and Nikita are among the 6.6 million refugees who’ve left Ukraine since the
beginning of the war, and among the approximately 6,000 Ukrainians who, as of early May,
had been granted legal authorization to enter
the U.S. and stay with Americans agreeing
to support them, through a federal program
called Uniting for Ukraine.
“When we heard they opened a program for
refugees we didn’t even make a decision. We
just filled out the application,” said Sergey, a
network engineer at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston. Within “two or three weeks,” approval
was granted.
“My heart was breaking for all the people
who are trying to survive,” said Gaiane, a concert pianist. “I needed to find a way to bring
them here.”
She found a way, and immediately was
met with an outpouring of community support. “We couldn’t imagine how much help
we would get from Swampscott,” Gaiane
said. Families and town employees dropped
continued on page 15

After two-year lapse, teens will head to Israel for Y2I Adventure
BEVERLY — Over the last two years,
the pandemic has clipped the wings of
many a traveler, including rising sophomores and juniors who had hoped to go
on Lappin Foundation’s 12-day, fully subsidized Youth to Israel Adventure.
Established in 1970 by the late philanthropist Robert Israel Lappin as a way to
build Jewish pride, connect young people
to Israel, and imbue them with a sense of
love and responsibility for their Jewish
brethren, the trip has become a rite of
passage for teens who live in any of the
Lappin Foundation’s north of Boston service area’s cities and towns.
Despite lingering concerns about
COVID-19, the Y2I trip will resume from
June 26 to July 8, with 83 teens from 31
communities and 41 high schools. More
than one-third are from interfaith families, and Camp Bauercrest campers will
join Y2I for the third time.
“Community building is a big part
of the trip,” said Lappin Foundation
Executive Director Deborah L. Coltin,
who has supervised Y2I since 2006.
Coltin acknowledges that the big difference between 2022 and previous Y2I

trips has to do with COVID-19 precautions. While the pre-trip meetings and
trip itinerary remain largely unchanged,
testing, mandatory proof of vaccinations
and boosters, and contingency plans in
case anyone tests positive prior to departure from Israel provide added layers of
safety.
“We will abide by the rules of travel
that are in effect at the time. Other than
that, the trip will be full of activity, exploration, new friends, and self-discovery,”
Coltin said.
Danvers High School sophomore
Norah Hass is not worried about any
aspect of the trip. She learned about it
from her brother Jared, who made the
trip in 2019, and welcomed the opportunity to meet more Jewish teens. “Danvers
has a very small Jewish community, so
this will be a nice change,” she said.
She is most excited to swim in the Dead
Sea, which she has heard is “something
everyone should experience once in their
lifetime.”
Ariana Selby, whose two teens Jackson,
17, and Talia, 15, will travel with Y2I on the
trip, likewise has no concerns about her
children’s safety. “The Y2I teams has been
extremely informative and transparent
throughout the process of planning and

Teens get to know each other during Y2I pre-trip meetings.

arranging travel,” the Marblehead mom
said. “Israel is known for its superior
healthcare system, so I am not worried
about COVID-19.”
Her youngest, Nathan, 13, is looking
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forward to his turn in a few years. Selby
hopes her teens grow together as siblings
during the trip and make lasting bonds
with other travelers. “I also hope they are
continued on page 10
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Doctors urge calm but vigilant approach to monkeypox

exist to treat monkeypox.
“It’s believed that people who
have previously received the
smallpox vaccine, who are old
enough to have been vaccinated
against smallpox before the vaccine stopped and smallpox was
declared eradicated, probably
have some immunity or crossimmunity against monkeypox,”
said Dr. Daniel Kuritzkes, chief
of the Division of Infectious
Diseases at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital.
“The newer vaccines, which
are different from the original
smallpox vaccine but approved
as smallpox vaccines, are effective against monkeypox and
can be used to protect people,
high-risk contacts who had very
close contact with an index case
of monkeypox,” Kuritzkes said.

“Because the risk of person-toperson transmission is so low,
there’s not a huge reason to be
vaccinating people, except in
very unusual circumstances.”
For the general public, Doron
said, monkeypox is “not something to panic over,” but added
that people should be “careful not to expose themselves
to monkeypox. You should be
alert to signs and symptoms in
yourself and people you have
close contact with.”
Asked whether the virus is
airborne, doctors gave qualified responses.
“Yes, but only close and
prolonged contact, not in the
way chickenpox or measles or
COVID-19 are airborne, where
brief exposure to shared air
may put you at risk,” Kuritzkes
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“The newer vaccines, which are different from the original smallpox
vaccine but approved as smallpox vaccines, are effective against
monkeypox and can be used to protect people, high-risk contacts
who had very close contact with an index case of monkeypox,” said
Dr. Daniel Kuritzkes.

consider.”
Since then, around 200 people who came into close contact with the patient at MGH
have been examined.
“There is not real concern
that any of those people are at
high risk for any monkeypox,”
Kuritzkes said.
Overall, Kuritzkes said,
“there has been an outbreak
in Europe, and it is likely that
cases now being seen in the
U.S. are linked to the ongoing
outbreak in Europe.”
The MGH patient had
recently traveled to Canada,
where an outbreak subsequently occurred as well. The bulk of
cases this year have occurred
in Africa, with nearly 15,000 to
date. According to the World
Health Organization, 780 laboratory-confirmed cases have
been recorded outside Africa as
of June 2.
“In the developed world –
the Americas, Europe, the
Middle East – I don’t think it’s
a big concern,” Kuritzkes said.
“It’s a slightly bigger concern
right now for the LGBTQ community. It appears to have been
amplified in the community,
probably due to a couple of big
events that kind of created an
opportunity for spread.”
However, she said, monkeypox can be spread between
“any two people who have any
kind of close contact. We will
increasingly see cases outside
of the LGBTQ community. It
just happened to have started
there.”

T

More than two years into the
COVID-19 pandemic, a new
infectious disease outbreak –
monkeypox – is causing concern
in Massachusetts and around
the world. Jewish infectious disease doctors in the Boston area
are urging the public to stay
calm but vigilant.
Although the name of the
virus comes from laboratory monkeys in Copenhagen,
it is actually spread through
rodents, who can then pass
it onto other animals and
humans. In 2003, a monkeypox outbreak in the western
United States spread through
pet prairie dogs. According to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the pets were
infected after being housed near
small mammals from Ghana
that were imported to Texas.
Monkeypox causes flu-like
symptoms, swollen lymph
nodes, and skin lesions.
Dr. Shira Doron, hospital
epidemiologist and antimicrobial steward at Tufts Medical
Center, said that it would “not
be a good thing if monkeypox
became entrenched in an animal residing in the U.S.,” adding
this represented an unlikely but
dangerous scenario.
One feature of the outbreak
was the reappearance of smallpox in news headlines – in this
case, the news that smallpox
vaccines are being used against
monkeypox. Antiviral drugs also

said.
Citing the CDC, he said that
monkeypox spreads through
“close contact for several hours,
contact within six feet for several hours. It can be spread by
respiratory droplets from people who are physically quite
close to each other, not somebody who happens to be in the
same room.”
“It’s not considered classically airborne, the way that
measles, tuberculosis, even
chicken pox [are],” Doron said.
Monkeypox has an incubation period of up to 21 days.
“It starts very much like a
lot of other viruses,” Kuritzkes
said. “You can have a fever,
muscle aches and pains, [and]
not feel well.”
As it progresses, its symptoms include swollen lymph
nodes and a rash featuring
lesions, as well as pustules that
turn into scabs.
“You’re contagious until
the scabs fall off and new skin
grows underneath,” Doron
said. “There’s a long period of
infection and a long period of
contagion.”
The first monkeypox case
in the U.S. was diagnosed by
Dr. Nesli Basgoz last month
at Massachusetts General
Hospital.
“An infectious disease doctor heard all the news reports
of monkeypox infections in
other parts of the world, outside where you typically see it
in Africa,” Doron said. “It made
the list of things she decided to
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How a boy who fled Nazi Germany
became the father of video games
By Penny Schwartz
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Minecraft, Super Mario Bros.,
Guitar Hero, and Grand Theft
Auto. Today, these and other
best-selling video games are the
source of endless hours of entertainment – or maybe distraction
– to millions of players of all ages
from around the world.
But few people know the
name of Ralph Baer, a Jewish
refugee whose family fled Nazi
Germany and who – in the
early 1970s – was the creative
and enterprising genius behind
the first-ever commercial home
video game.
What began as a dot on a
black-and-white TV screen
launched a multibillion-dollar
industry that barely existed 60
years ago.
Baer (1922-2014), a radio and
television engineer who spent
his career at Sanders Associates,
a military electronics company
in Nashua, settled and raised a
family with his wife, Dena, in
nearby Manchester.
He became a prolific inventor with some 150 patents to his
name.
In addition to transforming
his “brown box” console into the
Magnavox “Odyssey” video game
system, Baer created scores of
electronic games, including the
hugely popular Simon electronic
game that continues to have a
place on toy store shelves.
In his lifetime, Baer was honored with numerous awards,
including the National Medal
of Technology in 2006 from
President George W. Bush, who
called him the “father of video
games.” Baer’s lab is on display
at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History in
Washington, D.C.
Now, in the centennial year
of Baer’s birth, his remarkable
life story is being recognized
anew with celebrations and
exhibits in Manchester and
beyond. The SEE Science Center
in Manchester has programs
planned throughout the year and
there’s an exhibit about Baer at
Manchester’s Millyard Museum.
“Blips on a Screen: How Ralph
Baer Invented TV Video Gaming
and Launched a Worldwide
Obsession,” is a new, delightful, and engaging picture book
by Kate Hannigan and illustrator Zachariah Ohora that brings
Baer’s inspiring and fun story to
life for a new generation of kids.
Planning the commemorative
events has been more than a
labor of love and devotion for
Mark Baer, one of Ralph and
Dena’s three children.
“We are doing it not just to
honor him but to call attention
to the scholarships the family
has established as a way to pay
it forward with a new generation,” Baer told the Journal in a
phone conversation. There is
an endowment fund for invention education at the National
Museum of American History.
That’s what his father did
and also his mother, a longtime
kindergarten teacher at the
Jewish Community Center in
Manchester who passed away
in 2006.
The family were members
of Temple Israel in Manchester,
where the kids had their bar
and bat mitzvahs. Later, they
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A beaming Ralph Baer surrounded by his inventions.

were members of Temple Adath
Yeshurun, a Reform synagogue
in town.
Last month, in a festive ceremony, a statue of Ralph Baer
originally installed in 2019 was
rededicated with a new plaque
in Manchester’s Arms Park,
named Ralph Baer Square.
Hannigan, an award-winning
children’s writer whose own
kids are avid video gamers, was
intrigued about how gaming
became so popular. When she
discovered Baer’s life story, she
sensed it would resonate.
The book is more than a story
about technology and science,
Hannigan told the Journal.
“It’s global history and understanding humanity,” she said.
In school visits, Hannigan
raises questions about being a
refugee and what it means to
leave a life behind. “His childhood ended when he and family
had to flee Nazi Germany. I try
to get them to think about that,”
she said.
Rudolph Heinrich Baer
was born on March 8, 1922
in Pirmasens and raised in
Cologne. His family escaped
Nazi Germany, just months
before Kristallnacht on Nov. 9,
1938, the terrifying pogroms that
targeted Germany’s Jews. After
settling in New York City, Baer
changed his name to Ralph to
avoid the stigma associated with
Germany during the war.
Baer’s journey to what would
become his life’s work began
with a correspondence course
in radio technology and included World War II service in the
Army across Europe as one of
the Ritchie Boys, the then-secret
military espionage unit that
included many German-Jewish
refugees.
After the war, Baer earned
a college degree in the emerging field of television engineering at a time when millions of
Americans were buying their
first TV sets. He eventually took a
job as an engineer with Sanders
Associates. But he never let go
of his vision to make the passive
television screen more fun as a
platform for interactive games.
In Hannigan’s book, kids discover how Baer tinkered on his
own for years in his home workshop, eventually gaining the support of his bosses at Sanders. The
“Brown Box” that Baer invented
and patented in 1971 was sold to
Magnavox, which marketed it as
“Odyssey,” the launch of home
TV gaming.
Baer’s playful, childlike spirit
inspired his inventions, but he
was also intense and a seriously
smart guy, his son Mark recalled.

“That why I’m continuing to
do this, to recognize his place in
history but to use it as platform
to pay it forward for the next
generation,” Mark said.
For more information, visit
shttps://see-sciencecenter.org/
ralph-baer-100/
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Wolks’ $2.3 million donation fuels CJP’s mental health initiative
BOSTON
–
Combined
Jewish
Philanthropies
of
Greater Boston, the largest
nonprofit organization in the
state, announced a $2.3 million lead investment from lifelong Massachusetts residents
Deanna and Sidney Wolk to
aid an approach to the growing
mental health crisis in the Jewish
community. Together with critical partner organizations, CJP is
building a collaborative to reduce
stigma and increase access to
tools and services, ensuring that
people facing mental health
challenges feel the full support of
the Jewish community.
The initiative aims to holistically address the issues surrounding mental health through
a combination of new, no-cost
programming and pilot programs that can now be expanded
to increase access:

• Therapist Finder for Our
Jewish Community – a new
resource that matches members
of the Jewish community with
licensed, available mental health
providers based on location,
insurance, and specialty need,
in partnership with William
James College in Newton.
• JF&CS Suicide Bereavement
Group – a new resource for suicide loss survivors in the Jewish
community, guided by trained
facilitators.   
• Mental Health Connect – a
confidential information and
referral service staffed by a
mental health professional in
partnership with Jewish Family
& Children’s Service (JF&CS).
• Path to Well-being – a groundbreaking no-cost, six-to-eight-

430 Paradise Road

Swampscott

week cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT) treatment program
created in partnership with
McLean Hospital in Belmont
and JF&CS.
These services will continue to expand in the coming
years and will complement
innovative approaches already
undertaken with CJP support,
including art therapy, mental
health and wellness support
for teens through CJP’s Jewish
Teen Initiative, and the inclusion efforts of the Ruderman
Synagogue Inclusion Program.
“Mental health is a serious challenge – and the pandemic exacerbated it causing
overwhelming isolation,” said
Deanna. “Sid and I wanted to invest in an area that
was underserved and make a
meaningful impact in the community. We chose CJP because
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of their expertise and all the
different resources they have
available. We know CJP can put
together a coalition of partners to make real, deep change.
There’s just such a need out
there.”
In Massachusetts last year,
more than 1 in 5 adults reported experiencing mental illness;
nearly 1 in 20 reported serious
thoughts of suicide; and more
than 1 in 10 youth (age 12-17)
reported suffering from at least
one major depressive episode.
Data within the Jewish community demonstrates these same
concerning trends. A study of
Jews in 10 different communities, including Boston, found
that 63 percent of Jewish young
adults reported experiencing
emotional difficulties at least
sometime in the past week,
more than any other age group.
“In our Greater Boston community, there is currently no
coordinated, integrated system
for accessing mental health
resources – forcing people to
scramble to find help during
times of extreme stress or crisis – or even when they are just
having a hard time,” said Dr.
Sarah Abramson, CJP’s senior
vice president of strategy and
impact. “Collectively with our
partners, we are addressing the
complex mental health needs
of our community more effectively than any single nonprofit could on their own. We
are multiplying our impact by
providing robust financial sup-

port, assessing the most urgent
needs, and launching new lowbarrier programs to get people
the help they need. We are so
grateful to Deanna and Sid for
their incredible generosity to
help us bridge these urgent
gaps.”
The importance of giving
back is something that both
Deanna and Sid, who have been
married for 59 years, learned at
an early age. A Peabody native,
Deanna remembers her father
– a leather worker who was
deeply involved in their local
Orthodox synagogue – regularly buying Israel Bonds. The son
of Russian immigrants, Sid said
he always put his loose change
in the Jewish National Fund
box the family kept in their
Dorchester home.
“My father was a union
plumber and if they had work,
it was great. Otherwise, things
were tight,” said Sid. “But my
parents said you always had to
give back to those who are less
fortunate than you are. That
was a requisite. That giving –
the importance of it and the
good it does – permeated both
Deanna’s family and my own.”
Partners in the collective
impact project include: JF&CS,
JFS
MetroWest,
2Life
Communities, Hebrew Senior
Life, JCRC, Foundation for
Jewish Camp, and Temple Beth
Elohim in Wellesley.
For more information, visit
cjp.org/mentalhealthaccess.

Congregation Ahavas Achim
marks 125th anniversary
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NEWBURYPORT
—
Congregation Ahavas Achim,
one of the oldest Jewish congregations in Massachusetts,
will continue the year-long
celebration of its 125th anniversary with a program on the
Jewish history of Newburyport
and the North Shore on
Sunday, June 12, at 4 p.m. at
the synagogue’s historic building at 53½ Washington St. in
Newburyport.
The program will feature
Anna Smulowitz, the renowned
playwright of “Terezin, Children
of the Holocaust” who has
been chronicling Jewish life in
Newburyport for decades and
Joel Grossman, a past president
of the Board, along with a panel
of longtime members and
descendants of the founders of
CAA discussing “Reflections on
125 Years of Rich Jewish History
in Newburyport.”
Newburyport Mayor Sean
Reardon will present a procla-

mation and there will be a display of historical artifacts and a
slide show.
This event is also free and
open to the community, and
there will be a free livestream
of the program for those who
are unable to attend in person.
Registration at https://caa-history.eventbrite.com is requested for in-person attendanceand to access the livestream.
CAA, as the congregation is
familiarly known, was formally
established in 1896, although
Jews had been living in
Newburyport and holding services in their homes for at least
25 years previously. In 1933 the
congregation bought the current building, on the corner of
Washington and Olive streets.
For more information
about this and other anniversary events and CAA, write to
CAA125@caa-newburyport.org
or call 978-255-3144.
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‘Smahtguy’ Barney Frank’s story told in pictures and words
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The controversy opens the
book, and one panel depicts
Frank’s wit on display.
“A lot of people were asking
at that point, ‘How can you be
so stupid?’” Orner said. “His
answer: ‘How much time do you
have?’ It allows me to then start
chronologically at what shaped
his personality, his life.”
One of the few fellow members of Congress to vote against
reprimanding Frank was Pelosi,
at the time a freshman Democrat
from California.
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Former
Massachusetts
Congressman Barney Frank is
associated with many causes
and accomplishments over the
32 years he spent on Capitol Hill.
These includes gay rights, which
was especially important to him
as one of the first openly gay
members of Congress. Add his
Harvard education and acerbic
wit, and you can say he was a
pretty smart guy – which happens to be the title – with a
Boston twist – of a new graphic
novel biography, “Smahtguy: The
Life and Times of Barney Frank,”
by political cartoonist Eric Orner.
Orner, 57, worked for Frank
at multiple points in his life,
including as staff counsel and
press secretary. A panel in the
book features Frank unloading
on a hapless intern driver whom
Orner identifies as himself.
“Barney would know the
roads far better than I,” Orner
said. “I was the one behind the
wheel.”
“Smahtguy” shows how Frank
navigated the roads of state and
national politics over three-plus
decades, with his final years in
office highlighted by his chairmanship of the Committee on
Financial Services and the passage of the Dodd-Frank Act
of 2010 to protect consumers against predatory lending.
Readers of Orner’s book might
recognize many current and former landmarks, from Harvard
Yard to Mimi’s Corner to the
Citgo sign near Kenmore Square.
Throughout, a “Who’s Who” of
state and national power players
populates the pages, from Boston
Mayor Kevin White to President
Barack Obama to Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi.
There are Jewish connections to the story. Frank’s JewishAmerican parents, Sam and
Elsie Frank, admired David BenGurion, the first prime minister
of Israel. A panel shows them
cuddling over the stove while
Elsie makes liver and onions
and praises Eleanor Roosevelt’s
denunciation of the British for
refusing to let a refugee ship
arrive in Mandatory Palestine
prior to World War II.
“As I look at things around my
life, I’m obviously in tune with
all Jewish traditions and values,”
Frank said, mentioning one in
particular: the concept of tikkun
olam (repair of the world).
Orner is also Jewish-American.
In speaking with the Journal,
Frank displayed his erudition,
referencing both the poetry
of Robert Burns and the late
Supreme Court justice Felix
Frankfurter at different points in
the conversation. Asked about
what it felt like to be depicted
in graphic-novel format, Frank
replied, “It was actually very flattering.”
A longtime resident of
Newton who is now based in
Ogunquit, Maine, Frank returned
to the Boston area last month
for a book talk with Orner at
the Brattle Theatre in Harvard
Square.
“I think I saw “Casablanca”
there in 1957 or 1958,” said
Frank, now 82.
To research and write the
book, Orner interviewed Frank
at length multiple times. He also
delved into his own Boston experiences. Born in Chicago, Orner
has spent quite a bit of time in

In a sweet moment, Pelosi
appears at the end of the book, as
speaker of the House, dancing at
Frank’s wedding to his husband,
Jim Ready.
“I don’t think anybody could
have foreseen that scene,”
Orner said. “An important congressman marrying his samesex spouse with a celebrated
speaker of the house in attendance, cutting a rug with some
intern. I don’t think it would
have happened even 10 years
before.”

Barney Frank, who spent 32
years in Congress, now lives in
Ogunquit, Maine.
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The time for a task force
on antisemitism is now

I

n an editorial published in 2018, the Journal
called for the creation of a task force on antisemitism. In 2019, the Journal renewed the
call, and now, in the summer of 2022, we insist
that a task force be created.
Greater Boston Jewry continues to face a disturbing wave of antisemitism unlike anything
we’ve seen in this part of New England in decades.
In 2021, the Anti-Defamation League reported a
47 percent increase in antisemitic incidents in the
state over 2020 – an historic high in the state. And
the incidents show no sign of slowing down. Last
weekend, dozens of pamphlets claiming that Jews
were the main force behind the Covid pandemic
and behind the media were placed on lawns in
West Peabody. In schools – particularly public
elementary schools – swastikas are being found
at an alarming rate in suburban communities like
Marblehead, Danvers and Newton.
And last year brought a torrent of terrifying
incidents – from Duxbury’s football team using
a play in a game called “Auschwitz,” to a Lowell
School Committee member calling a former city
employee who is Jewish an antisemitic slur on
live TV. Last summer, Rabbi Shlomo Noginsky was
attacked in broad daylight in Brighton and brutally stabbed eight times before his assailant was
arrested. In Marblehead, it took 18 months before

the town’s police chief learned that an officer on
his force had carved a swastika into another officer’s car. Then, after learning about the incident,
it took the town nearly another year to investigate
the incident.
Some of these incidents made national news,
but the swastikas and other hate language that
occurred regularly in schools, neighborhoods and
on public property – along with Holocaust denial
– continued. Police routinely follow up on these
incidents, but the result has been disconcertingly
predictable. Even with the state’s Hate Crimes
Law, when it comes to antisemitism, few are ever
arrested and charged with a hate crime.
In recent years, Jewish institutions have recognized that times have changed in America and
that security systems need to be in place. In previous decades it would have been unheard of to station a police officer at a temple or Jewish organization for protection. Now it’s standard procedure.
The Jewish community would be wise to create
its own task force on antisemitism.
We cannot rely on one single method or strategy to eradicate antisemitism, racism and hatred.
Historically, a rise in intolerance, intimidation,
and blame has led to violence. It is time to be
proactive and use all the resources we have in our
state to combat this growing societal problem.

Israel now faces an especially
challenging environment
By Yossi Kuperwasser
JNS.org

T

he most important and
most dangerous challenge Israel currently
faces is Iran’s military nuclear
program, which has dramatically picked up in pace. If the
information provided by Israeli
Defense Minister Benny Gantz
is correct, Iran produced twice
as much 60% enriched uranium
in the past three months than it
did in the preceding three. That
means the Iranians are moving
very quickly towards possessing
enough fissile material to make
several bombs within a very
short period. In other words,
it means that Iran is already a
threshold nuclear country.
This is a red line from
Israel’s point of view. When
former Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu presented
his famous drawing to the U.N.
General Assembly in 2012, he
spoke about 250 kilograms of
20%-enriched uranium in the
hands of the Iranians as a red
line. We are far beyond that red
line, and as mentioned Iranian
enrichment is only speeding up.
There is a great debate among
experts regarding how much
time it is going to take before the
Iranians have an actual weapon.
While some think it’s going to
take them two years, I’m much
more pessimistic; there’s no reason to believe the Iranians have
been working in a linear fashion, first producing sufficient
enriched uranium and only then
starting to worry about how to
make it into a bomb.
We also know they are making progress in the technological
sphere.
We also don’t have any
answers from the Iranians about
all the open questions regarding the potential military dimensions of their program before
they entered the JCPOA in 2015.

LETTERS
More memories of the Passover Nut Game
The Lawrence Block article
about the Passover Nut Game
brought up some fond memories (“Family goes nuts over
Passover game,” Jewish Journal,
April 7). I am 94, but I still recall
when I was 8, 9, and 10 playing

against my older siblings. One
change was that we used hazel
nuts not walnuts because they
rolled faster and straighter.
Thanks for the memories.
Abe Kaufman
Peabody

‘You think it can’t happen here, but it can.’

Ali Akbar Salehi, head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization, shows
former Iranian President Hassan Rouhani models of nuclear centrifuges.

And we definitely don’t have
any answers about the revelations Israel brought to the table
after it obtained Tehran’s nuclear archives in 2018, in spite of
the efforts of the International
Atomic Energy Agency to convince the Iranians to cooperate.
Four previously unknown
sites were exposed due to this
archive. At a couple of them,
anthropogenic traces of uranium were found, and the Iranians
haven’t explained the source of
this uranium or provided information about where it is now and
how much of it there is. We have
to assume that the Iranians have
done all kinds of experiments
with this uranium to shorten the
time necessary for them to move
from 90%-enriched (military
grade) uranium to the capability
to produce a bomb.
Moreover, they have recently
produced uranium metal, and
possess many missiles capable
of carrying nuclear warheads.
So we should be very worried
about the nuclear program.
Unfortunately, although Israel
and the United States share a
commitment not to allow Iran to
obtain nuclear weapons, they do
not agree on the way to move in
that direction.
The Americans are still interested in bringing Iran back to

the JCPOA, which will only gain
something like two years, and
will allow the Iranians to make
legitimate progress towards
having any number of nuclear
weapons they choose within less
than nine years. To our mind
here in Israel, this is ridiculous
and extremely dangerous, and
we don’t see eye-to-eye with the
Americans on this matter.
While Israel and the United
States have managed to postpone Iran’s acquisition of a bomb
by more than 15 years, this is not
good enough. We haven’t managed to stop it altogether. This is
something that at a certain point
we might have to do – and that
point is coming closer. We don’t
have unlimited time before we
are forced to take decisive steps
in this context. And the pace
at which the Iranian program
is now narrowing that window
even more.
What needs to happen now is
effective pressure on Iran to halt
its nuclear program, accompanied by a plan B that would make
the price of not doing so too high
for the regime. That’s what needs
to be done, not going back to the
JCPOA, which guarantees them
everything they want in a few
years. That’s not even kicking the
can down the road, because with
continued on page 7

The recent piece by Linzer
and Hurwitz (“Overturning Roe
would be an unconscionable
infringement on the religious
freedom of Orthodox Jews,”
Jewish Journal, May 28) on how
the overturn of Roe v Wade
would impinge on Jewish religious freedom is right on. When
life begins is a religious and personal question, however state
abortion bans have explicitly
stated their religious basis.
These state abortion bans
are but one piece of a larger
Christian nationalist effort
sweeping America. In 2019,
more than 800 state legislators
across the country received the
150-page playbook of Project
Blitz, a national initiative to
codify a far-right evangelical
Christian America. Project Blitz’s
strategy is to pass an increasingly ambitious set of state laws,
starting with bills that require
prominently displaying “In God
We Trust” and establishing Bible
classes in public schools, and
escalating to laws that would
permit religion to be used to
justify discrimination, particularly against women, LGBTQ
people and religious minorities.
More than 50 Project Blitz bills
were introduced in 2019 alone,

from Virginia to Alaska. Texas
Governor Greg Abbott recently signed the bill outlawing
the abortion pill at Great Hills
Baptist Church in Austin.
On the same page as the
Linzer piece, the Journal had a
cartoon on White Supremacy.
The two are related. The ideal
is a “White Christian Nation.”
Following the deadly attack
in Buffalo, Rep. Liz Cheney of
Wyoming harshly criticized
members of her party for contributing to “replacement theory” which appeared in the
shooter’s manifesto. It chillingly added “we can deal with
the Jews later.” AIPAC should
rethink the policy under which
it has contributed to 117 House
Republican “election denier”
candidates. They do not represent friends of the Jews, and
their support for Israel is based
in a Christian mythology which
calls for the second coming of
Christ after the Jews occupy the
entire Biblical holy land and
convert to Christianity.
P.S. I’m the son of a Holocaust
survivor who told his children,
“you think it can’t happen here,
but it can.”
Richard Frenkel
Swampscott

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We accept letters by email and U.S. mail.
Email your letter, with “Letter to the Editor” in the subject,
to editor@jewishjournal.org; or mail to: Letters to the Editor,
The Jewish Journal, P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970.
We encourage a diversity of voices and views in our letters.
Letters should be a maximum of 300 words, and should refer
to an article that has appeared in the Jewish Journal within
the last 30 days. Letters exceeding 300 words could be subject to
editing and may not be published in their entirety.
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Fifty-five years later, the peril and the promise
triggered by the Six-Day War remain unsettled
By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

W

e are now in the midst of the
55th anniversary of the Six-Day
War, which prompts unusually
deep reflection. It is because the legacy
of the war – both the triumph and the
tragedies that followed – is with us still.
It is an uncomfortable mix of pride
(in the swift victory of the Israeli troops)
and problems (inherent in the territory
that Israel won). And it’s captured in two
volumes on my bookshelf.
One is a commemorative book produced by the Associated Press that – as a
13-year-old in Swampscott – I sent away
for and that, as a 68-year old in Pittsburgh,
remains in my home office. It is titled
“Lightning Out of Israel,” and I suspect
this volume, with its day-to-day diary of
military operations, remains in homes
around the country. The first paragraph
consists of only six words: “The Promised
Land. Promised to whom?”
The second book is Martin Gilbert’s
“Israel: A History,” a magisterial 750-page
chronicle where the historian known for
his multi-volume biography of Winston
Churchill makes an important symbolic
point quite apart from any word he wrote
about Israel. His chapter on the Six-Day
War runs 12 pages. The following chapter,
titled “The dilemmas of victory,” consumes 30 pages. The book was written 24
years ago – before Hezbollah’s 2006 crossborder raid and the Second Lebanon
War; the 2008-2009 Gaza War; the 2012
Operation Pillar of Defense anti-Hamas
offensive; the 2014 Gaza War; and last
year’s conflict with the Palestinians.
The Gilbert book is written with the
sort of organ music that the history of
Israel deserves. It also includes this poignant sentence: “Israel was determined
to be a very different sort of occupying
power from those under whom the Jews
themselves had suffered so much in the
past.”
The mix of triumph and tragedy is
the human story, so in a way Israel is not
all that different from other countries.
Except that it is different, which is why
this anniversary prompts the sorts of

Photo: GPO/David Rubinger

Israeli soldiers after they reached the
Western Wall in 1967.

serious contemplation that are the handmaiden of any commemoration.
Chaim Herzog, just easing into his
new role as military governor in the West
Bank after the Six-Day War, posed perhaps the most important question in
post-independence Israeli history. He
asked defense minister Moshe Dayan
what the newly triumphant state of
Israel’s policy should be in the occupied
territories.
The answer: “You are supposed to see
that everything returns to normal.”
Now, as Israel and Jews around the
world mark this latest anniversary of the
Six-Day War, the question is what “normal” has become.
But that changing – and challenging –
“normal” is not the only element of the
legacy of the conflict.
The war of June 5-10, 1967, is at once
one of the great landmarks and one of the
great turning points of both Israeli and
Jewish history.
It stands as a symbol of Israel’s determination to survive in the post-Holo-

caust world – but it represents a shift in
the power balance of the Middle East.
It put Israel in a position of making
peace with many of its Arab neighbors –
but put it at war with Palestinians living
in the territories it acquired.
It gave Israel whole possession of
Jerusalem, which eventually would
become the capital of Israel and recognized as such by the United States in
2017 – but it raised questions about the
prudence of allowing Jews to pray at
the Temple Mount, a practice endorsed
by a lower Israeli court last month but
described by Jerusalem Post columnist
Gershon Baskin, the founding co-chair of
the Israel/Palestine Center for Research
and Information, as “the most dangerous
ruling of any court in Israel since 1948.”
It gave Israel new territory – but also
introduced an “Orthodox Zionism” that
never played a role in the country before
and which, some of its critics contend,
now is endangering Israel as occupants
of the Jewish settlements attack Arab
villages and put the Israeli army in an
immensely uncomfortable position.
It strengthened Israel’s 20th century bonds with North American Jews –
but set in motion a loosening of those
bonds growing out of 21st century discomfort with the problem posed by the
Palestinian question.
Michael A. Meyer, an emeritus professor of Jewish history at Hebrew Union
College who in 1967 attempted to travel
to Israel to help the war effort, said the
war created what he called “a mixed legacy.”
His explanation: “There was a sense of
redemption because of the victory and
because Jerusalem, the emotional heart
of the Jewish people, was in Israeli hands.
There was an exhilaration and hope this
would lead to a long peace.”
But that long peace took on a new
character, and that long peace didn’t turn
out to be that long after all. The geographical war (and the one that would
be followed, six years later, by the Yom
Kippur War) would be transformed into
a religious war even as it transformed the
domestic character of Israel.
Ronni Shaked, the Middle East and

Islam Research Unit coordinator at
Jerusalem’s Harry S. Truman Research
Institute for the Advancement of Peace,
believes that transformation had significant consequence.
“Since the Six-Day War we came to be
the strongest power in the Middle East,”
he said. “We came to be much more independent. But we are now eating the fruit
of the war, which changed Israel totally.
We came to be more right wing and we
came to believe not in the ‘State of Israel’
but in the ‘Land of Israel.’ ”
Here is the distinction that the war
made vivid: The “State of Israel” is a political entity. The “Land of Israel” is a geographical entity with roots in the Bible.
But because of the territory acquired
in the 1967 war, the “Land of Israel”
does not possess a Jewish majority. “That
means that the future holds risks and
dangers for our democracy,” said Shaked,
a veteran of the Six-Day War. “We occupy
another people who hate us.”
Today Israel lives with these multiple
elements of the legacy of 1967 – and they
are best viewed by thumbing through
the diaries of David Ben-Gurion, the first
prime minister of Israel.
On June 7, 1967, he wrote: “It’s impossible to forget that there are one million
Arabs in the West Bank, any addition to
the Arab population in Israel is unnecessary. There are also nearly two hundred
thousand refugees in the Gaza Strip and
it won’t be easy to move them. But these
problems will be dealt with after our victory on all the fronts.”
The next day he wrote: “I wanted to go
inside the Old City, I traveled to Jerusalem
… All the way to Jerusalem and in the
New City soldiers cheered us. We entered
the Old City and headed straight for the
Wailing Wall.”
In those two entries are the peril and
the promise set in motion in June 1967.
We live with both of them 55 years later.
David M. Shribman, who won a
Pulitzer Prize as Washington bureau
chief of The Boston Globe, is executive
editor emeritus of the Pittsburgh PostGazette and teaches at Carnegie Mellon
University and McGill University.

Israel now faces an especially challenging environment
from page 6

every kick, this can gets bigger
and more explosive. That’s why
Israel keeps saying we are not
going to be a part of the JCPOA.
We will take the necessary steps
to protect ourselves and prevent
Iran from having the capability
to produce nuclear weapons.
Countering Iran on
Israel’s Northern Border
The other element Israel
must worry about talking about
Iran is the ongoing effort of the
Iranians to entrench their forces
in Syria and turn that country
into a base from which they can
operate against Israel, and at
the same time deliver advanced
weaponry to Hezbollah in
Lebanon. That is something that
Israel has been working every
day to prevent, with efforts to
hit Iranian targets in Syria and
Iranian shipments of arms to
Hezbollah. Fortunately, in Syria
we have developed rules of
engagement that allow us to
operate there with only limited
repercussions.
The Iranians have nevertheless managed to make progress
in strengthening their allies – but
have done it much slower than
they wished because of Israel’s
activities.
We must also worry about

escalation with Hezbollah, which
has up to 150,000 rockets and
operates advanced UAVs. And
it’s not only Hezbollah. Hamas
and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad
are also receiving Iranian support to improve their military
capabilities. They boast about it
constantly.
Just imagine what’s going
to happen if the Iranians reenter the JCPOA and get all the
money that awaits them – tens
of billions of dollars. Israel is very
concerned about that. It realizes that everything it does in
this “campaign between wars” is
important in slowing down the
Iranians’ progress but ultimately
will not succeed in stopping it
altogether.
The Palestinian conflict
The Palestinians understand
that Israel is not willing to use
force in order to rearrange the
situation, especially not against
Gaza. We saw this in “Operation
Guardian of the Walls” in May
2021, where the option of taking
really severe measures against
Hamas was not on the agenda
for Israel.
At the same time, Israel is
committed to strengthening the
Palestinian Authority, while the
P.A. operates against Israel in

many fields: paying salaries to
terrorists for carrying out attacks
against Israelis, inciting against
Israel and operating against
Israel in international fora, the
International Criminal Court
and elsewhere.
Israel has been facing an
increase in the number of
Palestinian terror attacks in the
last couple of months. These
attacks have taken place in
areas inside the Green Line, and
this has had a very important
impact on the sense of security of Israelis. It forced Israel to
respond in new ways.
Israel
embarked
on
“Operation Breakwater,” which
is being carried out mainly in
the Jenin area and the northern
part of Judea and Samaria (the
West Bank). It is in this context
that Al Jazeera reporter Shireen
Abu Akleh lost her life. The
Palestinians take advantage of
this death to wage a campaign of
delegitimization against Israel in
the international arena.
In Gaza, the Hamas leadership is heating up the situation
by making all kinds of threats,
however, it is doubtful they
mean to put Gaza in harm’s way.
The situation there is still very
problematic from their point of
view.

They haven’t reconstructed
the damage done in the war
last year. Israel is giving Gazans
more permits than ever to work
in Israel. So there is resentment
among these Gaza citizens to
see another war brewing. Hamas
would prefer to see the situation
somehow kept within the confines of Jerusalem and the Israeli
Arabs and Judea and Samaria.
They would like to see more terrorists coming from there, and
not involving them directly.
That said, an escalation with
Gaza can still happen. We have
to be prepared for that. Because
this feeling on Hamas’s part that
Israel is not going to really take
measures against it makes it
much more self-confident and
allows it to come up with more
extreme threats against Israel.
By allowing more than 10,000
people to work in Israel, we ease
the pressures in Gaza considerably. We also allow more than
100,000 Palestinians from Judea
and Samaria to work in Israel.
Perhaps the most disturbing
issue that’s happening in Israel is
the rise of Palestinian nationalistic feelings and religious Islamic
feelings among the Israeli Arabs.
The Arabs living in Israel don’t
take to the streets because they
have economic difficulties. This

is a very minor element in the
equation. Israel is now thinking about establishing a national
guard specifically to deal with
this matter.
The international effort
to demonize Israel
The campaign being waged
in the wake of the death of the
Al Jazeera reporter highlights
an additional area in which
Israel is challenged, namely, the
international effort to demonize
and to delegitimize it. We see
this not only from both the
Palestinian Authority and Hamas
and its allies, but also from many
radical left-wing groups around
the world.
Israel is most concerned in
this respect with what’s going
on in the United States because
voices coming from the extreme
left wing of the Democratic Party
are trying to question the special relationship between Israel
and the United States, which is
a very important element in our
national security. So we have to
make sure that this relationship
is maintained and we have to
take steps to assure this right
now.
Taken together, these elements form a very challenging
environment for Israel.
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But much of conversation
will likely be about family –
since many of the congregants
are related to one another, or
have known each other so long
that they feel like family. On
Sunday, they will also honor
their immediate past president
and his wife, Elliot and Doris
Hershoff.
“Once you walk through
those doors you become family,” explained Jerry Pressman,
who is just the second president
of the temple to have Ashkenazi
roots. All of the others have
been Sephardic.
If there is a curator at the
temple, it is Pressman’s wife,
Joanne, who is also the congregation’s cantorial soloist, shul
secretary and historian. Joanne,
who has led services at the temple since 1990, is also the granddaughter of Joseph Pernitchi
and Joseph Havian – two of the
seven men who founded the
temple in the early 20th century.
In Peabody, they found a fledgling Jewish community, and set
down roots after arriving from
Turkey. Soon, they were joined
by other Turkish natives who
also helped found the temple:
Leon Eskenas, Nissim Eskenazi,
Morris Gibely, Robert Hasday,
and David Leon.
That group included peddlers and small business owners
who wanted to keep their culture alive in a part of the country where a majority of Jewish
immigrants spoke Yiddish.
Joanne grew up in Peabody,
and spent much of her childhood in Tifereth Israel, and with
its congregants – many of whom
were related to one another, or
whose families were part of the
original founder’s group. They
spoke Ladino, a language that
combined Spanish, Hebrew,
Portuguese, French, Italian,
Arabic, Greek, Turkish and
Hebrew.
“That was the language of
choice growing up in my house.
With my grandparents, there

was not a word of Yiddish,” said
Joanne. “It was a very close-knit
Turkish community.”
That group gathered in
homes to hold a minyan, and
rented space to pray over a
gas station on Boston Road on
the Salem-Peabody line. The
founders purchased land and
considered building a temple
on Boston Street, but eventually settled on Pierpont Street in
1955. Meanwhile, they eventually sold that land – allowing the
congregation to continue for
decades with modest dues.
On the High Holidays, instead
of wishing some “L’Shana Tova,”
or Happy New Year in Hebrew,
congregants say, “Para muchos
años!” Yahrzeits, or anniversaries of a death of a relative or
friend, are called Meldathos.
And when someone is called for
Aliyah to the Torah, congregants
call out “Bekhavod,” or “honor.”
During the Aliyah, those who
are related to the person stand
as a sign of respect.
In its heyday, there were
celebrations at the temple
that helped keep the small
Sephardic population on the
North Shore close-knit. But for
decades, the temple has met
just once a month on Friday
nights to welcome the Sabbath.
These days, there are about 60
couples and 30 singles who
belong to Tifereth Israel, and
since Covid began, the temple
has been streaming services in
addition to its in-person services. While they have been a
bonus to members who live
locally and also to those who
now live across the country, it
has limited face-to-face communication.
“Our future is a huge question mark,” said Joanne. “Our
members are loyal but they are
far-flung and it’s become very
convenient to participate on
Zoom. I would love to see more
in-person participation. On the
High Holidays they come. It’s
important that they have that
place and that connection to
their grandparents and in some
cases, great grandparents, so it’s
very meaningful.”
While the congregation is
getting older, and is now half
Sephardic and half Ashkenazi,
the years seem to stand still
when Joanne stands at the
bimah and leads the prayer.
“When I’m leading services I
can remember my grandfather
conducting services,” she said.
“There’s such a connection that
I can’t even begin to describe.”

Get local Jewish and interfaith news by signing up for
your FREE subscription to THE JEWISH JOURNAL.
Email your address to: editor@jewishjournal.org
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ADL Honors Esta Gordon
Epstein with the Woman of
Valor Award  

Eighth-graders from Epstein Hillel School in front of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool in Washington,
D.C., on May 11.

Epstein Hillel students make a monumental trip to D.C.
By Tamar Skowronski
The eighth-grade students
at Epstein Hillel School in
Marblehead can tell you exactly how many miles of walking
and how many modes of transportation will get you around
Washington, D.C., in four jampacked days of activities. (In
case you were wondering: 32
miles, six types of transportation.) From Smithsonian
Museums to a moonlit tour of
the National Monuments to an
evening at the theater, these
teens had a class trip to remember.
The May trip was both a celebration of the students’ upcoming graduation as well as a culmination of their secular and
Jewish education from the past
nine years.
Among the many stops on
the itinerary were the U.S.
Holocaust Museum; the World
War II Memorial; the Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial; and

the National Museum of African
American History & Culture.
“I was impressed with the students’ show of respect and
reflection, both of their own history and of the history of others,” said chaperone and middle
school teacher Sarah Boland.
Student Noa Brochstein
added, “Our background from
our social studies curriculum
made these museums even
more meaningful.”
Amy Gold, Epstein Hillel
head of school, had a similar
observation while visiting the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
“We debriefed about America’s
complex response to the
Vietnam War. The students were
incredibly insightful and compassionate in this discussion,
and they showed a sincere reverence for a group of veterans
who were visiting the memorial
along with us,” she said.
“Our class was really respectul,” agreed student Jamison
Moore. “We were able to have

serious, productive discussions
about what we were experiencing.”
As a counterpoint to the more
academic experiences in D.C.,
the group from Epstein Hillel
School rounded out its itinerary with fun outings, including a Washington Nationals
game; seeing “Hairspray” at the
National Theatre; the immersive
Van Gogh exhibit at the Rhode
Island Center; and paddle-boating in the Tidal Basin off the
Potomac River.
“The kids really absorbed the
art and culture of Washington,
D.C.,” said Gold. “They showed
a true appreciation for this very
unique city.”
“I loved how easy it was
for our class to enjoy this trip
together,” said student Eliana
Berger. “There weren’t even any
complaints about all the walking.”
Without a doubt, the trip was
educational, fun … and monumental. (Pun intended.)

BOSTON — The AntiDefamation League recently
honored Esta Gordon Epstein
with its 2022 Woman of Valor
Award attended by over 300 supporters from across the nation.
The Woman of Valor Award
recognizes remarkable women
leaders who are committed to
making a difference and are
willing to personally invest in
the future of a safer society.
The award is given each year to
women who have demonstrated
integrity, leadership and a commitment to fighting hate, building bridges of understanding,
and safeguarding liberties for
all. Throughout her decades of
service and leadership to both
the Greater Boston community and ADL as a whole, Esta
Gordon Epstein has demonstrated remarkable leadership
and a dedication to advancing
social justice and education.   
“For decades, Esta Gordon
Epstein has shown a deep commitment to ADL’s mission, making it her life’s work to advance
justice and equal treatment for
all,” said Robert Trestan, ADL
New England Regional Director.
“Esta cares deeply about making
our world a better place and has
had a deep and lasting impact
in the ongoing struggle for civil
rights. She is a role model for us
all; a true woman of valor.”
Esta has served on ADL’s
National Board of Directors
for over 37 years, and is the
immediate past chair. She has
previously held national posi-

ADL National Director Jonathan
Greenblatt and Esta Epstein.

tions of executive vice chair of
the Advisory Board, Executive
Committee, and also chair of
the Education committee. A
magna cum laude graduate of
Tufts University, and former
preschool teacher, Esta has been
an ADL World of Difference
facilitator since its inception in
Boston, in 1985, and, with her
husband Robert, co-chaired the
program for many years, helping it to become ADL’s internationally recognized anti-bias
program. Among other community engagements, Esta
has been a director of the Citi
Performing Arts Center. Esta
has also served on the Board of
Overseers of Combined Jewish
Philanthropies. As a past chair
of the Miriam Fund, she serves
on its executive board, granting funds to empower girls and
women.  

Mazal Tov to our 2022 graduates!
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Teens will head to Israel
for Y2I Adventure
from page 1

An informal discussion during a pre-trip Y2I meeting helps teens get
to know each other.

GET BACK
IN THE
SADDLE!
Haven’t ridden in a while? The smooth, powerful
boost of a pedal assist electric bicycle helps you get
out for exercise, enjoy the outdoors and feel that
kid-like freedom you only
get while riding a bike.

inspired to form a deeper connection to their Jewish roots,”
she added.
While Claudia Granville,
of Boston, is a full-throated
supporter of both the Lappin
Foundation and the Y2I experience, she is a little worried
about what would happen if her
daughter Mabel, 16, tested positive in Israel and had to stay in
a designated hotel until testing negative, but is optimistic
the policy may have changed
by July.
Even so, Mabel and her family remain enthusiastic about her
upcoming opportunity, which
Granville calls “a foundational
trip for Jewish teenagers growing up in this time” amid the
profound prevalence of antisemitism and anti-Zionism.
“It is essential for our teens to
be exposed to and experience
Israel in a positive light, especially before college,” she said.
She hopes Mabel, who plans to
join Lappin Foundation’s Teen
Antisemitism Task Force next
year, will learn enough to return
home with “talking points when
she is inevitably faced with antiIsrael rhetoric.”
For Elizabeth Cushinsky and
her four children, Y2I is a family
affair. Seth, 17, will follow in his
three sisters’ footsteps when he
attends Y2I this summer. She
has no concerns for Seth’s physical safety while in Israel, but
she is concerned about COVID19 and the fact that he and his
fellow travelers will be traveling
on a plane, touring in buses,
and staying in hotels.
“This is a trip of a lifetime for
him. There is no question that

the benefits outweigh the risks,”
the Marblehead mom said.
She hopes Y2I inspires Seth
to join Hillel in college and continue enjoying and practicing
his Judaism as he grows older.
“Even living in a Jewish area on
the North Shore, we struggle to
bring our children up in a largely Christian world. It gets even
more challenging as they grow
older,” Cushinsky said, noting
with pride that Seth wears a
mezuzah around his neck every
day.
To Cushinsky, Y2I’s focus on
inclusivity is as noteworthy as
its emphasis on Jewish pride.
“They go out of their way to
make sure all teens feel welcome and supported, regardless
of their needs [social, emotional, or related to another type
of disability]. The supports are
kept low key, so teens don’t feel
different than anyone else on
the trip,” she said.

Lappin Foundation Executive
Director Deborah L. Coltin

Check out our selection
of acoustic and electric
bikes at Marblehead
and Salem Cycle.
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pick-up and
delivery from
Cape Ann to Nahant.
To schedule service or check our inventory, go to:
www.salemcycle.com Come visit either of our locations:
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72 Washington Street, Salem, MA 01970 | 978-741-2222

MARBLEHEAD CYCLE

25 Bessom Street, Marblehead, MA 01945 | 781-631-1570

NOW OPEN FOR
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CURBSIDE
PICK UP
Call us at

978-745-1700

to place an order.

ORDER ONLINE AT:

www.fantasyislandsalem.com
516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700
Fax: (978) 740-9121
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Peabody targeted by antisemitic group CONGRATS TO DADS & GRADS!

Antisemitic pamphlets were found last Saturday in West Peabody.

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF

PEABODY — On Saturday
morning, residents of seven
streets in West Peabody woke up
to discover brazenly antisemitic
pamphlets on their lawns and
sidewalks.
The pamphlets were placed
in plastic bags, which were
weighted down with pebbles,
and found on Lisburn Street,
North Dale Street, Antrim Road,
Benevento Circle, Donna Street,
Dublin Road and Belfast Road.
According to Peabody Police
Captain Dennis Bonaiuto, three
different types of pamphlets
were distributed. One of the
fliers accused Jews of having
a Covid agenda, stating “Every
single aspect of the Covid agenda is Jewish.” Bonaiuto said
police are investigating but
declined to say if placing these
pamphlets on lawns is a hate
crime. “At a minimum it would
really depend on where this
investigation leads to see if a
specific person was targeted,”
he said.
“Our community simply
will not tolerate these acts of
hate and we are united in our
efforts to end the scourge of
antisemitism once and for
all,” said Peabody Mayor Ted
Bettencourt.
“These hateful fliers appear
to be the propaganda efforts of
the Goyim Defense League, or
GDL, a loose network of individuals connected by their
virulent antisemitism,” ADL
New England Regional Director
Robert Trestan said in a statement. “Their overarching goal is

to cast aspersions on Jews and
spread antisemitic myths and
conspiracy theories, including
antisemitic conspiracy theories related to the coronavirus.
There is no place for antisemitism and hate in Massachusetts.
Everyone must take a stand and
speak up against hate wherever
it appears.”
Similar pamphlets were discovered last Saturday in Tampa,
Florida, and have also recently been found in California,
Virginia and Wisconsin.
According to the AntiDefamation League, the Goyim
Defense League was responsible for at least 74 antisemitic
propaganda incidents in 2021.

Similar pamphlets were
discovered last Saturday
in Tampa, Florida, and
have also recently been
found in California,
Virginia and Wisconsin.

was shot at in 2018 and its windows shattered. And in 2019,
a motorist yelled antisemitic
remarks and threw pennies
at him and another rabbi on
Lowell Street.
Those incidents led to the
city holding a rally against antisemitism attended by over 300
residents.
In a joint statement,
Schusterman and his wife,
Raizel, said there is no such
thing as a “minor incident” of
antisemitism. “Each incident is
a major one that needs to be
spoken out against with every
fiber of our being. In my nearly
20 years living here, this is not
our first exposure to this hate
and it is only by speaking out,
loud and proud that it will stay
in the shadows and be eradicated for once and for all.”
Rabbi Richard Perlman, of
Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody,
learned about the incidents on
Sunday morning – during the
holiday of Shavuot. He praised
the Peabody Police for taking
swift action to investigate the
pamphlets, and said the polarity in American society has
been caused, at least partially,
by elected public officials.
“I think a lot of it stems
from our politicians, who are
not sending a positive message.
They’re fanning the flames,”
said Perlman. “I think we need
to start looking at ourselves in
the mirror and stop looking at
the party that we’re a member of. We need to start looking at the country that we’re a
member of and start acting as
Americans.
Steven A. Rosenberg can be
reached at rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

In recent years, Peabody has
been the site of several antisemitic incidents. In 2020, the
caretaker for a cemetery belonging to Temple Tiferet Shalom
along Route 128 discovered two
granite memorial benches that
appeared to have been smashed
with a sledgehammer in the
days leading up to the High
Holidays.
In 2018 and 2019, Rabbi
Nechemia Schusterman was
targeted twice. His synagogue

Caffé Italia would like to thank
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happy fathers day!
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Today in Israeli History
JUNE 10, 1930

Arab Leaders Admit Failure of Not
Cooperating
Frederick Kisch,
the head of the Jewish
Agency’s
political
department, writes in
his diary that all Arab
leaders in Palestine
except the mufti of
Jerusalem acknowledge that refusing to
participate in British
discussions about the
future of Mandatory
Palestine has been a
failure. The Arab boycott of British talks,
meant to demonstrate a rejection of a
Jewish national home
in Palestine, has
allowed Jewish leaders to gain political
leverage.

Courtesy of Bet Hatfutsot

Jewish Agency official
Frederick Kisch is shown
shortly before his death
as a British army officer
in North Africa in 1943.

JUNE 11, 2013

Google Buys Waze

JUNE 13, 1950

Harari Resolution Ends Constitution
Push
The Knesset adopts
the Harari Resolution,
sponsored by member Yizhar Harari,
which says Israel will
adopt a series of Basic
Laws instead of crafting a constitution as
a single document.
The Declaration of
Independence
had
called for a constitution by Oct. 1, 1948,
but religious parties
(preferring the Torah)
By Teddy Brauner, Israeli
Government Press Office
and Prime Minister
David
Ben-Gurion Yizhar Harari represent(arguing for a focus on ed the Progressive Party
in the first Knesset.
more important tasks)
are among the opponents of such a document.

JUNE 14, 2009

Netanyahu Outlines Demilitarized
Palestinian State

By Haim Zach, Israeli Government Press Office

Waze leaders meet with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in January 2014.

Google agrees to pay roughly $1 billion for
Israel-based social-mapping service Waze,
reportedly outbidding Apple and Facebook. Waze
attracts the tech giants not with its 50 million
users, but with its real-time integration of drivergenerated data about accidents, backups, gas
prices, speed traps and more to develop ideal
road routes. Waze grew out of a program called
FreeMap Israel that Ehud Shabtai launched in
2006.
JUNE 12, 2014

3 Teens Are Abducted, Killed

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks
about a two-state solution at Bar-Ilan University’s
Begin-Sadat Center on June 14, 2009.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu lays out
his vision for a two-state solution to the IsraeliPalestinian conflict. His speech avoids specifics
about borders or Jerusalem but makes five key
points: Palestinian recognition of Israel as a Jewish
state; creation of a demilitarized Palestinian state;
a resolution that does not allow Palestinian refugees into Israel; Palestinian economic development; and an end to new Israeli settlements.

JUNE 15, 1970

Refuseniks Are Arrested Before
Stealing Plane

Eyal Yifrach, Gilad Shaar and Naftali Frenkel were
abducted and killed on June 12, 2014.

Donate online, at
www.jewishjournal.org,
or mail your gift to The Jewish Journal,
P.O. Box 2089,
Salem, MA 01970

Three Israelis, ages 16 to 19, are abducted
while hitchhiking near Alon Shvut in the West
Bank. Realizing they are in trouble after taking a
ride from two men, one teen calls the police. The
two attackers, believed to be Hamas members
Marwan Qawasmeh and Amer Abu Aisha, hear
the call and shoot the hostages. The bodies are
found 18 days later. Israel launches Operation
Protective Edge against Hamas on July 8.

A plot to steal a commercial aircraft to escape the Soviet
Union is foiled when 12 dissidents are arrested at Leningrad’s
Smolnoye Airport just before
boarding a 12-seat aircraft. Four
others are arrested in Priozersk,
where the plane is supposed to
stop before flying to Sweden. All
but two of the 16 are refuseniks,
Jews denied the opportunity to
emigrate. Their court cases propel the international movement
to free Soviet Jewry.
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Before WWII, Jewish mobsters kept Nazis at bay
in the US – with their fist

Getty Images

Meyer Lansky, bottom right, lent his services to Jewish leaders looking to counter the American Nazi movement.

By Howard Lovy
JTA

The way author Michael
Benson tells it, one day in 1938,
New York judge and Jewish communal leader Nathan Perlman
sat at a bar and thought, “How
come these Nazis get to march
down 86th Street, goose-stepping and ‘sieg heiling’ like it’s
the Macy’s Parade? Why are they
so brazen?”
It was because they were not
worried about the consequences. Too few people in then-isolationist America really cared
about what was being said about
the Jews or what was happening
to them in Europe, Benson said.
What was needed, then, were
Jews who weren’t afraid to break
some laws – and some bones
– as they challenged the homegrown Nazi threat.
And that’s when, in Benson’s
words, “Judge Perlman thought
outside the box.”
What happened next is
the subject of Benson’s book,
“Gangsters Vs. Nazis: How
Jewish Mobsters Battled Nazis in
Wartime America” (Kensington),
published in late April. As the
title suggests, Perlman had a few
connections in the underworld.
That included Meyer Lansky, an
accountant, bootlegger and fixer
whose work straddled both the
Italian American and the Jewish
mob. Lansky, in turn, had at his
disposal Jewish members of a
mob enforcement organization
known as “Murder Inc.”
The Jewish mobsters showed
up to intimidate and fight the
the German American Bund
and other Nazi organizations
from New York to Chicago to
Minnesota and even Los Angeles.
It got to the point, Benson said,
when Nazis began to stay away
from rallies because they knew
they would be in for it.
Lansky was happy to help
and accepted no pay for the service. “I am a Jew, and I feel for
the Jews in Europe who are suffering. They are my brothers,”
Benson quotes Lansky as saying.

Despite the syndicate’s
name, said Benson, “No one
gets killed in the entire book.”
It wasn’t that Lansky didn’t relish the thought of killing Nazis.
But Rabbi Stephen Wise, the
Reform rabbi and Zionist leader
whom Perlman brought along to
a meeting with Lansky, insisted
on no deaths.
While Jewish members of
Murder Inc. cracked a few skulls
during the course of 1938, the
year covered in the book, they
didn’t kill any Nazi sympathizers.
This is all familiar territory for Benson, who specializes in books about the Mafia
and true crime. His interest in
crime and killers dates back to
his childhood, growing up near
Rochester, New York. When he
was nine years old, his babysitter and her friend were murdered, a cold case that he said
he later cracked as an adult – a
story he tells in the 2015 book
“The Devil at Genesee Junction.”
“I started out writing about
psycho killers and grisly murders,” Benson told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency. “And for the
last few years, I’ve been the Mafia
writer for Kensington Books.
So, I knew the cast of characters and I think that’s why they
brought me in.”
Benson is not Jewish – he
describes himself as a “lapsed
Catholic” – but says he has a
deep understanding of antisemitism. He went to Hofstra
University in New York, which
he described as “80% Jewish.”
“I understand hate,” he said.
“When my first child was about
to be born, I was walking my
very, very pregnant wife to
Beth Israel [Medical Center] in
Manhattan, and we were egged
by kids in a van, who shouted
the ‘K-word’ at us. I understand
antisemitism, prejudice, and
hateful thinking.”
In Benson’s book, the main
villains – the embodiment of
hateful thinking – were members of the German American
Bund. By 1938, what began as
an organization to celebrate

German-American heritage had
been taken over by Fritz Julius
Kuhn, who worshiped Hitler and
attempted to imitate his speaking style.
“He’s as much like Hitler as
he could possibly be, waives
his arms, spittle spews when
he talks, and he harps again,
again, again, on how the Jews
are responsible for all the world’s
problems, and that’s why everybody’s poor these days,” Benson
said. “And it’s a message that
resonates.”
That’s when Lansky had his
boys take matters into their
own hands. There are a series
of brawls – a big one in the
Bund’s home turf of Yorkville in
Manhattan – and the Bund is
shown just how tough Jews can
be.
In Benson’s book, everything
comes to a head in an infamous
1939 Madison Square Garden
pro-Nazi event, which the author
calls “The Bund’s Last Gasp.” It
was a hate rally led by Kuhn.
But the American Hitler wannabe was upstaged by a Jewish
plumber from Williamsburg
named Isadore Greenbaum,
who jumped onstage, pulled the
plug on Kuhn’s microphone in
the middle of his speech, and
was roughed up by Kuhn’s bodyguards. “When I heard persecution against my religion, I lost
my head,” Greenbaum later said.
“And the next day, all of the
newspapers that were supposed
to say what a great rally it was

talked about the one hero who
busted it up,” Benson said.
This is very much a story
of its time. Mobsters showing
restraint against killing doesn’t
seem very plausible in today’s
world. But, Benson said, the
threat to Jews remains.
“The forces of evil that the
Jewish gangsters were fighting
are with us today and scary as
ever,” he said. “Who’s going to be
Captain America? Who’s going to
be the Judge Perlman and Meyer
Lansky?”

Antisemites are small in number, Benson said, but they are
just as brazen in their hatred
as were the American Nazis in
1938. What’s the solution? Well,
Perlman and Lansky may have
used crude methods, but they
succeeded in shaming the Bund.
“I don’t really want to advocate violence,” Benson said, “but
it seems about time that all of
society should subject them to
the same level of embarrassment and shame and stigma if
they behave in this way.”
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streets of New York City in 1938.
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On The Beatles’ ‘Sgt. Pepper,’ a minyan of notable Jews
By Seth Rogovoy

Shirley Temple, Oscar Wilde,
David Livingstone, George
Bernard Shaw and James Joyce.
A close, careful examination of the cover reveals that
approximately one out of every
five characters pictured were
Jewish or had Jewish ancestry.
These were entirely the choices
of Lennon and McCartney —
Harrison limited his picks to the
gurus and Ringo Starr declined
to play the game.
The Minyan Honor Roll of
the “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts
Club Band” album cover:
1. Karl Marx: A descendant
of rabbis on both sides of his
family, Marx was the economist and philosopher whose
writings formed the foundational works of Communism.
As a comedy group, the Beatles
tended more toward Groucho
Marxism than Karl Marxism.
2. Albert Einstein: Germanborn theoretical physicist,
peace activist, Zionist, and
an accomplished violinist.
Einstein’s general theory of relativity was the basis for the idea
of black holes, possibly inspiring the song “Fixing a Hole” on
the album.
3. Lenny Bruce: Born
Leonard Alfred Schneider on
Long Island, Bruce’s outspoken,
political and boundary-pushing
comedy and satire clearly influenced John Lennon. Bruce’s
father, Myron Schneider, was
British-born. The Bronx-born
Jewish record producer Phil
Spector is the connecting tissue
between Bruce and the Beatles;
he worked with both artists.
4. Bob Dylan: The rock poet
and the Beatles were the Twin
Peaks of 1960s rock ‘n’ roll, each
influencing the other to a significant degree. Dylan alleged-

This story was originally
published by the Forward. Sign
up at forward.com/newsletters
to get the latest stories from the
Forward delivered to you each
morning.
It was 55 years ago that Sgt.
Pepper taught the band to play,
meaning that the Beatles’ landmark album was released. As it
turns out, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band’s lineup featured more than a minyan.
More specifically, of the 58 people pictured on the cover of
what is widely regarded as the
greatest rock album of all time,
11 were Jewish.
Over time, Paul McCartney
and John Lennon explained that
the people they chose to be represented on the album jacket
– which won a Grammy Award
for best album cover (along
with three other Grammys,
including album of the year,
the first rock album to be so
rewarded) — were those whom
they judged to be the most
personally influential. Hence,
such obvious figures as Marlon
Brando, Lewis Carroll and
Marilyn Monroe. The Beatles
were great comedy fans – in
no small way the group was as
much a comedy troupe as they
were a rock band – and thus
pride of place was given to W.C.
Fields, Stan Laurel and Oliver
Hardy. The six gurus pictured
were all suggested by George
Harrison, who by this time
was an ardent devotee of all
things Indian, including music,
meditation and religion. Other
celebrities and historical figures
included boxer Sonny Liston,
Marlene Dietrich, Bette Davis,

Sgt. Pepper album cover from 1967.

ly introduced the Fab Four to
the pleasures of pot-smoking;
Lennon tried to adopt Dylan’s
songwriting style in works
including “You’ve Got to Hide
Your Love Away.” Later on,
Lennon would renounce Dylan
(along with other idols, including John F. Kennedy, Buddha,
and Elvis Presley) in his 1970
song “God.” George Harrison,
on the other hand, would go on
to write songs and perform with
Dylan, the two finally teaming
up to form a supergroup called
the Traveling Wilburys in 1988,
along with Tom Petty and Roy
Orbison.
5. Tony Curtis: Born Bernard
Schwartz to Eastern European
Jewish immigrants in 1925,
Curtis was a huge movie star

n CARING FOR OUR PATIENTS IN THE

SAFEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE:
We have invested in the health and well-being
of both our staff and patients by installing
a state-of-the-art air purifying system that will
cycle and sterilize the air in each room of our
office from allergens, aerosols, bacteria and
virus every 90 seconds.

n COMPREHENSIVE DENTAL CLINIC:

Dr. Michael Faynzilberg

We are able to care for all your oral health needs. Whether it’s as simple
as a cleaning and exam or designing the smile of your dreams, Dr. Michael
Faynzilberg and his exceptional staff will custom tailor care to each patient
with an ethical patient centered approach.

Image by Capitol

in the 1950s, when John,
Paul, George and Ringo were
Liverpudlian teenagers soaking
up American pop culture via
radio and the silver screen.
6. Wallace “Wally” Berman:
Born in Staten Island, New
York, in 1926, Berman was an
artist and experimental filmmaker closely associated with
the West Coast Jazz and Beat
poetry scenes in California
in the 1950s and early ‘60s.
Berman’s work was characterized by the use of the Hebrew
alphabet; his lone film was
called “Aleph.” Berman is one
of four midcentury American
Jewish artists featured on the
cover of “Sgt. Pepper.”
7. Larry Bell: It’s hard to
find much biographical background information about this
Chicago-born and Los Angelesraised artist and sculptor
whose work straddles Abstract
Expressionism and the West
Coast Light and Space movement. So I called his gallery
in Taos, New Mexico, and told
the woman who answered the
phone, “I’m making a list of all
the Jews on the cover of ‘Sgt.
Pepper.’ Should Larry Bell be
on that list?” She excused herself for a minute, and I overheard her talking with someone – presumably Bell himself.
She returned to the phone and
solidly stated, “Yes.”
8. Richard Merkin: As with
Bell, it’s hard to trace much biographical information about
Richard Merkin, other than
that he was born in Brooklyn. A
deep search, however, located
the gallery that represents his
estate. Much to my surprise,
the gallery is located three

blocks from where I live, and I
know the gallerist. “Hell yes,”
she said when I asked her the
same question I posed to Larry
Bell’s gallerist. In addition to his
heavily jazz-influenced painting, Merkin was a longtime
teacher at Rhode Island School
of Design (RISD), where among
his students were Chris Frantz
and Tina Weymouth, who went
on to great fame as the rhythm
section of Talking Heads.
9. Richard Lindner: Lindner
was born and raised in
Germany and got the hell out
of there just in time in 1933. He
moved to the U.S. in 1941 and
became an influential painter
who taught art at Pratt Institute
in Brooklyn. One might think
that it was John Lennon, as
the only Beatle who attended
art school, who became so
enamored of mid-20th century
American painters who happened to be Jewish. Or that
perhaps it showed the influence of Yoko Ono. But Lennon
and Ono didn’t really strike
up their relationship in earnest until after the release of
“Sgt. Pepper.” Chances are it
was Paul McCartney who chose
these artists for the cover.
Through his relationship with
girlfriend Jane Asher from 1963
through 1968, McCartney was
introduced to the London art
gallery scene, which he took to
quite fervently, becoming a collector and eventually taking up
painting on his own.
10. Issy Bon: Born Benjamin
Levin, Issy Bon was a BritishJewish vaudeville star and BBC
Radio entertainer who gained
fame for his recording of “My
Yiddishe Momme.”
11. Bobby Breen: Born
Isadore Borsuk in Montreal to
Ukrainian-Jewish parents and
raised in Toronto, Breen was a
child singer in the 1930s who
went on to perform in movies. He was also the first white
performer signed to Motown
Records.
There were a handful of
other characters who were
included in the original draft
of the “Sgt. Pepper” cover who,
for various reasons, didn’t make
the final cut. Among them were
three Jews: Jesus of Nazareth,
Elvis Presley, and actor Leo
Gorcey, the New York City-bred
son of a Russian-Jewish immigrant, who played one of the
Dead End Kids and leader of the
movie and TV gang the Bowery
Boys. Gorcey insisted that the
Beatles pay $500 for the use of
his image. The Fab Four politely
declined the offer.
Seth Rogovoy is a contributing editor at the Forward.

n MODERN DIGITAL APPROACH:
No more uncomfortable bad tasting impressions. No more waiting weeks for
your new caps (crowns), veneers and restorations to be finished while wearing
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restoration in all cases.

We work with all private ppo insurance companies.
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Ringo Starr, John Lennon, Paul McCartney and George Harrison of
the Beatles.
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FROM KYIV TO SWAMPSCOTT
from page 1

off clothes, school supplies, a
bike for Nikita. The Jewish
Community Center of the North
Shore in Marblehead offered
Svitlana and Nikita membership,
and a spot for Nikita at Camp
Simchah this summer, should he
wish to attend.
“They may be needing an
escape from the horrors of what
they are dealing with,” said the
JCC’s executive director Marty
Schneer. “We do everything we
can.”
The Korens are part of the
Chabad community on the
North Shore, and Gaiane reached
out to Rabbi Sruli Baron, director
of the Tobin Bridge Chabad to
ask if he could get a scholarship
to attend Camp Gan Israel of the
North Shore in July. “We took
this seriously,” said Baron, who
arranged for a full scholarship.
“We have been doing a lot as
a community for Ukraine, but
here it has come home.”
Nikita will attend the
Clarke Elementary School in
Swampscott which already has
“a significant number of students” who came from Ukraine,
Russia, Belarus and Moldova
prior to the invasion, said school
principal Mary Beth Shea. All are
given additional academic help.
At the airport last week, the
Korens waited anxiously for
them at the Arrivals gate of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection.
Svitlana texted that they were
delayed because of paperwork
and fingerprinting. About two
hours after the plane touched
down, they came through the
gate, Svitlana looking weary but
relieved, pulling a single suitcase. Nikita carried a backpack,
and sprinted down the moving
walkway.
They arrived home in the
dark, exhausted. (It was the
house with the blue and yellow flag of Ukraine outside.)
Not till morning would they be
able to see the blue and yellow
flower pots outside. There were
blue and yellow balloons too,
and in the bedroom that had
been freshly painted for them,
a painting of flowers, in yellow
and blue, created for them by
Tamara Wolfson, a Swampscott
artist from Ukraine.

Photo: Steven A. Rosenberg/Journal Staff

Svitlana, center, and her son, Nikita (far right), a day after arriving in Swampscott.

By 11 a.m., Nikita was deeply
immersed in video games in the
Korens’ living room with their
8- and 10-year-old sons George
and David, who technically
are Nikita’s uncles. Feliks and
Lyudmila looked on with delight.
Svitlana, 31, is very thin and
said she was jetlagged. She’d
met Sergey before, and knew her
grandparents, but everything
else was unfamiliar.
She
speaks
Ukrainian,
Russian, and some English, and
answered some questions about
their life in Ukraine and their
nearly four-month ordeal.
She has a master’s degree
in chemical engineering, and
before the war worked as a publisher of children’s educational
material. She doesn’t know what
she will do now.
The war did not come as a
surprise, and she and her husband Andrey tried to prepare for
where she and Nikita would go.
There are only a limited number
of bomb shelters in Kyiv, so they
fled to a basement beneath a
relative’s apartment since it was
the nearest underground space,
with provisions. (How did she
know this? There is a phone app,
“where people can choose the
closest basement.”)
Nikita kept himself busy in
the shelter with his iPad. (Wi-fi
routers had been installed.) He
wore headphones which helped

to block out the sound of the air
raid sirens.
She has been able to stay
in touch with her husband by
phone.
Nikita answered a few questions too and his mother translated.
He’s excited to be here. He
loves to play chess.
He already saw the playground of his new school. Did he
like it? He whispers the answer to
his mom, who bursts out laughing. “He said, ‘I don’t know my
final decision.”
Svitlana shows some photos
she took after Russian invaded,
including a disturbing one of
the packed train they were on
from Lviv, Ukraine to Poland, an
image so vivid it brings to mind
images of World War ll.
She said the train broke
down, for hours, but there was
no explanation; the passengers
just waited. An elderly man in
the photo holds his head, seem-

ingly weeping. Two young girls,
possibly sisters, huddle together
in sleep. Teenagers, who apparently have no seats, stare at their
cell phones.
Svitlana said the questions
were becoming too hard for her

to answer.
The Korens had arranged for
a distraction for them, spending
the weekend at Jookender Family
Camp Palmer. Jookender is a
community organization serving the Russian-speaking Jewish
families in Greater Boston, and
more recently, Ukrainians who
have fled the war zone.
“Those who come, they’ve
seen stuff you’d never wish on
your enemy,” said the camp’s
executive
director
Sasha
Grebenyuk. “I know one family –
a father and daughter – who saw
their mom being killed in front
of them, by Russian soldiers.”
The camp was “good,” Gaiane
said in a brief phone call on
Sunday as they returned from
Palmer. Everyone was exhausted, she said.
It was unclear whether they
had heard yet that Russia struck
Kyiv again that day, for the first
time in more than a month.
Linda Matchan can be
reached at matchan@jewishjournal.org
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Looking

Shabbat Candle-Lighting Times

Submit your events to calendar@jewishjournal.org

Friday, June 10

8:03 p.m.

Friday, June 17

8:06 p.m.

ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE
JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.,

in-person at the Women’s Health Club
and on Zoom, 4 Community Road,
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for link.
Ray Chen,
violin

JUNE 11–JULY 10
AUGUST 12–14

Wu Man,
pipa

Celebrate the Festival’s
Opening Night featuring
Elgar’s Serenade for Strings
and Schubert/Mahler
chamber orchestra version
of Death and the Maiden.

Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. No partner
needed and all levels welcome, $2
donation. For more information, email:
algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at
the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., 4 Community Road,
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for
more information.
Dover
Quartet

ADDITIONAL FESTIVAL
HIGHLIGHTS
A Far Cry | Rolston Quartet
& Frederic Chiu, piano
Los Angeles Guitar Quartet
Ray Chen, violin …and much more

Rolston Quartet

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT
TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody.

Stella Chen,
violin

Xavier Foley,
double bass

ENGLISH CONVERSATION
GROUP at the JCCNS. Thursdays, 1

p.m. The JCCNS English Conversation
Group, led by Carol Denbo, will meet
weekly to practice English speaking skills
and provide an opportunity for learners
to improve their speaking confidence
and meet other adults who are learning
English. Free. For more information
and to RSVP, contact Sara Ewing at
sewing@jccns.com

THROUGH JULY 28
“BLUE,” Presented by GALA
(Galleries at LynnArts). Local artists
will display their work tied together
with a ‘blue’ theme. Free, donations
gratefully accepted. Call 617-909-9211
for more information or visit www.
galleriesatlynnarts.org
25 Exchange St., Lynn.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
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To advertise, contact:
lois@jewishjournal.org or call 978-278-1185
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JLIVE WITH BEVERLY SKY,
12 p.m. Presented by Jewish Arts
Collaborative. Beverly Sky is an artist
who is trained as a weaver and papermaker. She is the co-founder of Autumn
Press Inc., a publishing company
specializing in books about Asia for the
West. Beverly is currently working on a
Holocaust memoir of her mother titled,
“Remnants: One Family’s Experience of
the Holocaust.” Free. To register for a
link, go to: https://jartsboston.org/

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
SUMMER FESTIVAL ON THE
HILL, 12 - 5 p.m. Join Temple Sinai

of Marblehead for its first Summer
Festival on the Hill. This outdoor event
will feature live music and art by local
professionals and emerging artists,
creative activities for children, lots of
great food and an opportunity to meet
and celebrate the season with the
Temple Sinai community. Come visit our
home on the hill for some fun in the sun
Free. Temple Sinai, 1 Community Road,
Marblehead.

100TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION, 12 p.m. Congregation

Tifereth Israel of Peabody will celebrate
its 100th anniversary with a buffet
luncheon at the Continental Restaurant
in Saugus. The event will highlight some
of the most memorable moments in the
history of CTI. Elliot and Doris Hershoff
will be honored for their 18 years of
dedication and leadership to the shul. For
more information, call 978-531-8135 or
email Joanne Pressman at cti100th@
ctipeabody.org. Congregation Tifereth
Israel, 8 Pierpont St., Peabody.

JCCNS 110TH ANNUAL
MEETING, 10 a.m. Community

is invited to celebrate collective
achievements, the installation of new

Board Members, and to honor 2022
award recipients. RSVP is required
by June 8th. Visit jwww.ccns.org/
event/110th-annual-meeting/ for more
information.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION,

4 p.m. Congregation Ahavas Achim,
one of the oldest Jewish congregations
in Massachusetts, will continue the
year-long celebration of its 125th
anniversary with a program on the
Jewish history of Newburyport and the
North Shore. The program will feature
longtime community members Anna
Smulowitz, the renowned playwright
of “Terezin, Children of the Holocaust,”
Joel Grossman, a past president of the
Board, along with a panel of longtime
members. Newburyport Mayor Sean
Reardon will present a proclamation.
For more information about this and
other anniversary events and CAA,
write to CAA125@caa-newburyport.
org or call 978-255-3144. Congregation
Ahavas Achim, 53½ Washington St.,
Newburyport.

TUESDAY, JUNE 14
MENSCHIONS & MARTINIS,

6 p.m. The Jewish Journal invites
the community to honor our rabbinic
community. Enjoy appetizers, hors
d’ouevres, libations and dessert.
For information about tickets and
purchasing a greeting in the Gala’s
Tribute Section that will be printed in
the Journal, visit https://jewishjournal.
org/honorable-menschions-gala/ or
email rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
POLICY & PINTS:
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, 6 p.m.

Join JALSA and Boston-area young
adults for an evening of conversation,
hearing from local activists about the
current state of reproductive health
in Massachusetts and learning about
ways you can get involved in the fight
for reproductive justice. Meet at Night
Shift Owl’s Nest Esplanade, between
Berkley and Clarendon Streets along the
Storrow Drive Lagoon. Accessible via the
Dartmouth Street Footbridge, Boston.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
ARTRAGEOUS!36, 6 p.m. Presented

by Montserrat College of Art. Community
is invited to an art auction of works by
Montserrat alumni, students, faculty, as
well as celebrated artists from across
the country. It will be held at Brookwood
School of Manchester-by-the-Sea and
catered by Fireside Catering. Visit
montserrat.edu/auction to find out more
about this year’s event.

TUESDAY, JUNE 21
JCCNS PARENT SUPPORT
GROUP, 7 p.m. Presented by the

JCCNS. Parents of teenagers are invited
join the JCCNS Parent Group led by
parent coach, Avery Russell, CEO of
Stellamaris Coaching LLC and The
Confident Parent Program. All parents
of tweens/teens are welcome. Free but
please RSVP to sewing@jccns.com. For
more information contact Avery Russell
at avery@stellamariscoaching.com

TUESDAY, JUNE 28
TALK AND BOOK SIGNING,

5:30 p.m. Presented by Harvard Square
Coop. S.W. Leicher will talk about
new novel, “Acts of Atonement,” a
timely novel about two women – one
Latina, one Jewish – living against
expectations. Harvard Square Coop,
1400 Massachusetts Av., Cambridge.
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Over 300 Ethiopian Jews make Aliyah
A group of 180 new immigrants from Ethiopia fulfilled a
lifelong dream last week, and
landed at Ben Gurion Airport
on a special flight chartered by
The Jewish Agency for Israel.
It marked the continuation of
Operation Zur Israel, the initiative that will ultimately reunite
3,000 Ethiopians with their families in Israel during the coming
months.
Last week’s arrival marked
the first in a series of flights that
are planned from Ethiopia during the next few months, as the
prospective immigrants who
are reuniting with their families in the Jewish state are currently awaiting Aliyah (immigration to Israel) from Gondar
and Addis Ababa. A second
flight landed at Ben Gurion last
Thursday, bringing 160 additional Ethiopian immigrants as
part of Operation Zur Israel.
The immigrants were accompanied by Minister of Aliyah
and Integration Pnina TamanoShata, as well as Chairman of
the World Zionist Organization
(WZO) and Acting Chairman
of The Jewish Agency Yaakov
Hagoel. Minister Tamano-Shata
and Hagoel were also in Ethiopia
to assess the immigrants’ preparations for Aliyah.
The operation was initially
launched in 2020 following a
government decision led by
Minister Tamano-Shata in
October of that year. The Jewish
Agency is responsible for preparing the Ethiopian immigrants for Aliyah and organizing
their flights to Israel, in coordination with the Ministry of
Aliyah and Integration, and in
cooperation with the Ministry
of the Interior and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs.
“The Government of Israel
and The Jewish Agency are
prepared for the absorption
of these new Ethiopian immigrants,” Minister Tamano-Shata
said. “Together, we will make
sure that the immigrants finally
fulfill their dream, and reach
home and their families.”
In addition to the roles of
the government and The Jewish
Agency, the 3,000 immigrants in
the current phase of the operation are arriving in Israel thanks
to support from The Jewish
Federations of North America
(JFNA) and Keren Hayesod,
which both started the process of raising millions of dollars to support the cause when
the government announced
its decision, International
Fellowship of Christians and
Jews (IFCJ), International
Christian Embassy Jerusalem,
and friends of Israel from Korea.
Senior leaders of JFNA, Keren
Hayesod, WZO, and IFCJ joined
Wednesday’s Aliyah flight from
Ethiopia.
“With the renewal of
Operation Zur Israel, thousands of new immigrants from
Ethiopia will be able to fulfill
their dream and unite with
their relatives in Israel after
many years of waiting,” Acting
Chairman Hagoel said. “With
the support of the Jewish people

A girl smiles upon arriving from Ethiopia as her mother kisses the
ground at Ben Gurion Airport in Israel.

and the Government of Israel,
The Jewish Agency will accompany the new immigrants in
the process of Aliyah to Israel
together with world Jewry. We
will also assist with their integration in absorption centers
throughout the country, in
cooperation with the Ministry
of Aliyah and Integration. It is
our responsibility to help them
as they take their first steps in
Israel.”
Symbolically, the flights
occurred several days after Israel
marked this year’s Jerusalem
Day, celebrating the 55th anniversary of the reunification
of the Israeli capital, which
is also the official day marking the commemoration of the
Ethiopian Jews who perished
along their journey to Israel.
When the new Ethiopian
immigrants arrive, they will
transition into their new lives
at absorption centers throughout Israel, with the assistance
of The Jewish Agency as well
as the Ministry of Aliyah and
Integration. The immigrants will
receive financial support and
guidance, including Hebrew
language education as well as
preparation for integration into
the employment market and the
education system.
“The North American Jewish
community is proud of the
way our community is stepping up once again to support
Ethiopian Aliyah,” said Jewish
Federations President and CEO
Eric Fingerhut. “These inspiring moments are a reminder
of how important it is to invest
in the infrastructure of Jewish
support organizations, which
Federations do year in and year
out to ensure we are prepared to
act when the need arises.”
“Keren Hayesod works tirelessly all over the world to help
those in need. This is happening with the arrival of new
immigrants from Ethiopia as
it does with the rescue mission in Ukraine that Keren
Hayesod supports,” said World
Chairman of Keren Hayesod
Sam Grundwerg. “I am proud
and excited that Keren Hayesod
is taking part in important
and life-saving operations and
reuniting families in Israel. We
will continue to be there for the
people of Israel and Jewish communities around the world.”
In November 2021, the
Government of Israel renewed
Operation Zur Israel, enabling
an additional 3,000 immigrants

Your tax-deductible gift helps keep our publication free.
Donate now online, at www.jewishjournal.org, or mail your gift to
The Jewish Journal, P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970,
or call us at 978-745-4111.

to unite with their first-degree
relatives in Israel. This same
government action stipulates
that the Minister of the Interior
and the Minister of Aliyah and
Integration formulate a comprehensive plan to complete
the immigration process for
those who are awaiting Aliyah
in Gondar and Addis Ababa.
Since the establishment of
the state, 95,000 Ethiopians
have immigrated to Israel with
the help of the Israeli government and The Jewish Agency.
In the mid-1980s, approximately 8,000 immigrants arrived
through Operation Moses
through Sudan. In 1991, 14,000
immigrants arrived as part of
Operation Solomon. In the
summer of 2013, The Jewish
Agency completed its leadership of Operation Dove’s Wings,
which brought 7,000 immigrants from Ethiopia. To date,
more than 2,000 new immi-

grants have arrived in the ongoing Operation Zur Israel, with
that total expected to grow to
5,000 following the flights that
are planned during the next few
months.
Beth Kieffer Leonard and Jeff
Schoenfeld are co-chairs of the
leadership mission to Ethiopia.
“From the past to the present,
the North American Jewish
community has played a central and instrumental role in
the process of transforming the
dream of Ethiopian Aliyah into
a reality – for the immigrants
themselves, for Israeli society,
and for the Jewish people,” they

said. Schoenfeld is Chair of the
Israel and Overseas Committee
at JFNA and Kieffer Leonard
is chairperson of the Budget
and Finance Committee at The
Jewish Agency.
These efforts to bring
Ethiopian Jews home to Israel
are being done in conjunction with The Jewish Agency’s
mission to rescue and support
Ukrainian Jews. These two complex initiatives done simultaneously reflect the organization’s
ability to operate at full capacity
all over the world at any given
moment, so the world is a safe
place for every Jew.

Come to the North Shore’s
Signature Spring Event

Montserrat College of Art’s Benefit Art Auction
Friday, June 17, 6 pm
Brookwood School, Manchester-by-the-Sea
tickets and art preview at www.montserrat.edu/auction

Music, Artists, Authors, Children’s
Activities, Crafts, American BBQ from
Larry Levine’s, Israeli Food from Adea’s
Mediterranean Kitchen & more!
Rain or Shine.

Outdoors at 1 Community Road Marblehead MA.
BYO lawn chair!
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Toby B. Bell, 99, of Canton and Delray Beach, Florida, formerly of Marblehead
Toby B. Bell, of Orchard Cove
in Canton and Huntington
Pointe in Delray Beach, Florida,
a proud resident of Marblehead
from 1949 to 2012, is being laid
to rest next to her beloved husband, Aaron Joshua, at the cemetery of her treasured Temple
Israel in Peabody on June 3,
2022, just 45 days shy of her
100th birthday.
Her enthusiasm for “choosing life” never wavered throughout the arc of her passionate
existence on this earth. Toby’s
eclectic intellect and innate
capacities carried her through
the turbulent twentieth century
and across into the twenty-first.
She was not only a first-generation English speaker, but the
first Jewish baby born in East
Gloucester. She was a graduate
of Peter Bent Brigham Nursing
School, a stalwart, military
wife through the vicissitudes of

World War II, and a pioneer as
a Jewish woman in a suburban
seaside town. She raised her
children with a pride in their
heritage and a deep respect for
the importance of family and
community.

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS
NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA ~ 978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS

82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA ~ 978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com
“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

ALWAYS FAMILY-OWNED.
ALWAYS BY YOUR SIDE.
617-969-0800 | 800-554-2199

www.brezniakfuneraldirectors.com

1251 Washington Street, Newton, MA 02465

Her Brighton High yearbook
described her as a “friendly girl
with many friends,” a characteristic she carried forward
throughout her days. Toby was
a president of Hadassah, a president of Temple Israel Sisterhood,
a member of the Juvenile Aid
society, a nurse for the Red
Cross, a volunteer at the voting
polls, a keen and mostly successful Duplicate Bridge player,
master of the crafts of knitting
and needlepoint, a wonderful
chef of all things kosher, and
had learnt well from her mother,
Sarah Leah Rosenberg, whose
family had owned a fish store in
Lublin, how to choose the very
best fish by the look of its eye.
Toby loved the beach and the
intense smell of salt in the air as
the tide shifted. She took comfort in gazing at the waves in the
company of friends or family.
She was a traditional woman

with flair and maintained her
values and panache in the face
of the multiple challenges of
her aging body. She had been
residing in independent living at
Orchard Cove in Canton, where
she engaged with great delight
in making new friends, in deepening her connection to her
Jewish heritage, and where she
received the caring support that
brought joy to her late years.
She will be deeply missed by
her daughter and son-in-law,
Esther Bell and Robert Saul
Isenberg of Lexington; her son
and daughter-in-law, Dr. Morris
David Bell and Dr. Raina Sotsky
of Woodbridge, Conn.; her former daughter-in-law, Gail Stern
of Old Orchard Beach, Maine;
her grandchildren and their
spouses: Sarah Rachel Isenberg
and Abraham Paul Sarkis of
Chattanooga, Tenn., Rebecca
Gwynne Grant and Richard

Slotnick Monuments

SC

Memorial Group
Est. 1910

232 Fuller Street, Everett, MA 02149
617-387-3980
Production facility / Sales office / Outdoor display
Full service drafting and sandblasting shop

Slotnick’s MetroWest Monuments

Alexander Grant, Dr. Julia
Miriam Redding and Dr. David
Lindley Redding of Freeport,
Maine, Benjamin Seth Sotsky
Bell of San Francisco, Calif.,
Zachary Adam Sotsky Bell of
Oakland, Calif.; her great-grandchildren: Finleigh Bell Sarkis
of Chattanooga, Tenn., Mayer
James Redding and Rya Lucinda
Redding of Freeport, Maine; and
her great-stepgrandchildren,
Freya Beatrice Grant and Gloria
Cecile Grant.
A funeral service was held
on June 3 at Temple Isaiah,
Lexington. Burial took place at
the Temple Israel Cemetery in
Peabody following the service.
In lieu of flowers, expressions
of sympathy may be made in
Toby’s memory to Hadassah.
For more information or to
register in the online guestbook,
visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Joan Livingston, 82,
of Boca Raton, Fla.,
formerly of Chelsea and
Marblehead

5 Edgell Road, Suite 1
Framingham Centre, MA 01701
508-872-1400
Corporate office / Sales office / Indoor display

Drive carefully…
We can wait.
Two convenient locations servicing families throughout Greater Boston,
North Shore, South Shore, Sharon Memorial Park and MetroWest.
www.scsmg.net

Family-owned and operated since 1933

Joan Livingston, of Boca
Raton, Fla., entered into rest on
June 1, 2022 at the age of 82.
Beloved wife of Robert
Livingston. Devoted mother of
Barry Livingston, Joel Livingston
and his wife Deborah, and
Andrea (Livingston) Downey and
her husband Patrick. Cherished
grandmother of Cassandra and
Alissa Livingston, and Jackson,
Peyton, Colton Downey. Greatgrandmother of Marley June.
Loving sister of Francine
Goldstein. Dear daughter of the
late Samuel and Sylvia Goldman.
Joan grew up in Chelsea and
raised her family in Marblehead.
She was a dedicated member of
Temple Emanu-El for 52 years.
She loved to travel, knit and do
arts and crafts.
She cherished her time spent
with her children, grandchildren
and newly added great-granddaughter Marley. She was loved
by all of her friends, of which she
had so many.
A funeral service for Joan
was held on June 7 at Temple
Emanu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave.,
Marblehead, with interment
at Chevra Kadishe of Chelsea
Cemetery, 232 Fuller St., Everett.
In lieu of flowers, expressions
of sympathy may be made in
Joan’s memory to Make a Wish
Foundation, 133 Federal St.,
2nd floor, Boston, MA 02110
(https://wish.org/massri), or
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,
450 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA
02215 (www.dana-farber.org).
For more information or to register in the online guestbook,
visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.
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Phil Ritzenberg, former editor and publisher of
the New York Jewish Week, dies at 90

Margery (Sevinor) Somers, of Swampscott
Margery (Sevinor) Somers,
of Swampscott, passed away
peacefully surrounded by her
loving family on May 24, 2022,
from Alzheimer’s Disease.
Margery is survived by her
beloved husband of 58 years,
Jerry (Jerome) Somers, her
devoted daughters Julie Somers
of Wellesley and Amy Perlman
of Pleasanton, Calif., and her
loving sons-in-law Maurice
Blaustein and Tim Perlman.
Cherished grandmother of
Isabel and Jacob Perlman and
Ben and Ilana Blaustein. Loving
sister of Dale Gusman and her
husband Jack, Ralph Sevinor
and his wife Debra, and sisterin-law of Alvin Somers and his
wife Diana. Beloved daughter of
the late William and Ida Sevinor.
Margie and her family are forever grateful for the loving care
of Nirca and Esther Ledesma.
Margie will always be
remembered for her great love
for and devotion to her family,
her warm, inclusive and friendly
personality, and her considerable efforts on behalf of Temple
Emanu-El and the former Jewish
Federation of the North Shore,
as well as her brief but impactful
role as a beloved teaching assistant at Epstein Hillel School.
Margie was also known for her

fabulous baking skills and her
extreme passion for shopping!
All who knew her loved her!
The funeral service was held
on May 29 at Temple EmanuEl, Marblehead. The service was
live streamed on Facebook Live.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy in memory of
Margie may be made to Temple
Emanu-El of Marblehead (www.
emanu-el.org); Arthur Epstein
Hillel School (www.epsteinhillel.org); or the Alzheimer’s
Association (https://act.alz.org/
site/Donation). Visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Miriam (Paul) Shultz, 102, of Revere
Mrs. Miriam (Paul) Shultz,
age 102, a longtime resident of
Revere, entered into rest on May
25, 2022. Miriam was born to the
late Harry and Anna (Escovitz)
Paul. She was the beloved wife
of Maurice Shultz, with whom
she shared 40 years of marriage.
Well-loved by her family,
Miriam was the second oldest
of four sisters: Gertrude (Gertie)
Nadler, Beatrice (Beatie) Packer,
and Eleanor (Ettie) Lilly. She is
survived by her younger brother Jackson (Jackie) Paul (Linda
Rosenfield) of Salem, and several nieces and nephews: Harriet
Nadler, William Nadler, Mara
(Tim) Reiss, Howard (Donna)
Lily, Beverly (Ted) Beavers,
Brenda (Jim) Richardella, Gary
(Tracy) Paul and the late Lynda
(Russell) Holden. She was also a
loving great-aunt to many nieces, nephews, and a grand-niece
and nephew.
For many years, Miriam
was an active member of
Congregation Ahavas Sholom
in Saugus and Congregation
Tifereth Israel of Revere and
both of their Sisterhoods.
Miriam worked alongside her
husband Maury at his popular shoe store in Revere known
as Murray’s Shoe Outlet. As
recalled by Miriam, “We had to
hire a policeman on Saturday’s
to limit how many people could
enter the store at a time.”
Miriam was fondly remembered by family members,

Sisterhood friends and guests
at a graveside funeral that was
held on May 31 at Tifereth Israel
Cemetry of Revere in Everett.
Visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com for Miriam’s personal recollections about her
life.

CAREGIVER
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12 years experience working with
males. Available on the North Shore.
Known for flexibility, honesty and
reliability. Reasonable rates.
References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

HOME CARE

Phillip Ritzenberg, a journalist and newspaper designer
who served as publisher and
editor of the New York Jewish
Week from 1982 through 1993,
died May 26 in Woodmere, New
York. He was 90.
The cause was cancer,
according to his family.
Ritzenberg led the New York
Jewish Week after it had been
acquired from its founder,
Philip Hochstein, by a group of
community leaders that included real estate investor Eugene
Grant. The new leadership converted the paper into an independent New York non-profit
corporation with close ties to
UJA-Federation of Greater New
York.
“The paper has made tremendous strides during these
10 years of Phil’s leadership,”
Grant, who died in 2018, said
when Ritzenberg left the paper
in 1993 to launch a consulting firm specializing in weekly
newspapers. “His professionalism has helped shape the paper
into an important and respected institution of Jewish life in
New York.” (In 2020 the New
York Jewish Week was acquired
by 70 Faces Media.)
Ritzenberg came to the
Jewish Week from the New York
Daily News, where he led the
tabloid’s transition to computerized typesetting and, as
assistant managing editor, was
responsible for the newspaper’s
design.
One of the founders of
the international Society

of Newspaper Design (later
renamed the Society for News
Design) and its only two-term
president, Ritzenberg consulted for both daily and weekly
newspapers and wrote and

lectured on typography and
design. He received SND’s lifetime achievement award in
2008.
– New York Jewish Week
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HOME HEALTH CARE
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SENIOR CARE

The First Choice for
Loving, Compassionate
Home Care on the
North Shore
Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation,
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www.NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com
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We provide companion care, personal care,
live-in care, dementia and Alzheimer’s care.
Call 978-707-4500

We understand how important it is
to find the best quality care for a loved
one needing assistance. Caring for our
clients with personal attention and
compassion is our highest priority.
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For ALL Your Home Care
and Hospice Needs
Nursing • Therapy • Personal Care
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www.allcare.org
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ASSISTED LIVING
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Cohen Florence Levine
Estates
617-887-0826

Leonard Florence
Center for Living
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Florence & Chafetz
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Katzman Family Center
for Living
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Harriett and Ralph Kaplan
Estates
978-532-4411

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick
Center for Living
978-471-5100

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center | 978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care | 617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency | 617-889-8744

www.chelseajewish.org
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Remembering Ida B. Wells, truth-teller, at Juneteenth
By David Freudberg

I

n my decades of journalism heard on public radio
around the U.S., I naturally
admire reporters who tell the
truth (and,
as we’re witnessing today
in Russia and
Ukraine, this
sometimes places them in grave
personal danger).
Never has the principle been
more urgent than in our current
age of disinformation, when
some political leaders routinely
communicate in Orwellian doublespeak.
Part of this awareness was
developed when, at age 16,
NPR allowed me to report on
the espionage trial of Daniel

FIRST
PERSON

Ellsberg and his colleague
Anthony Russo from the U.S.
district courthouse in downtown Los Angeles. The two
defendants had collaborated on
a secret Pentagon study documenting the history of tragic
policy mistakes – and deliberate deceptions – by the U.S.
government during the war in
Vietnam.
The defendants hoped to
galvanize sentiment against
a bloody war that ultimately
claimed millions of lives.
They sought to accomplish
this by conveying what came
to be known as the Pentagon
Papers to the New York Times,
the Washington Post and
numerous other publications,
which dared to publish them,
despite legal jeopardy. (The

In 2020, 89 years after her death
in Chicago, Wells was awarded a
posthumous Pulitzer Prize.

story was dramatized in The
Post, a 2017 thriller starring

Meryl Streep and Tom Hanks,
which was nominated for multiple Academy Awards.) Ellsberg
himself faced up to 115 years
in jail.
Ultimately the case ended in
1973 when the Judge Matthew
Byrne declared a mistrial.
My own work since, which
has concentrated on many
dimensions of the human spiritual journey, entailed little personal peril. But I have long appreciated the heroism of journalists who bring the truth to
light – as an essential function
of maintaining our democracy.
And so the remarkable story
of Ida B. Wells, which we presented on
Humankind in a 2019 public radio documentary, deserves
special attention at this time
when we observe Juneteenth.
In 2021 it became a federal
holiday to honor the enslaved
Americans who were emancipated by President Abraham
Lincoln during the Civil War.
Ida Wells was born to enslaved
parents on a plantation at Holly
Springs, Mississippi in 1862 as
the U.S. Civil War raged. Her
father, James Wells, a carpenter,
became politically active as a
freedman in central Mississippi
during Reconstruction – a role
model for his daughter’s budding social consciousness.
James and his friends could not
read (it was actually illegal for
enslaved people to become literate), so after the war it fell to
Ida to read newspapers aloud
to these adults, who would
gather to listen, in their hunger
for knowledge about the world
around them.
Thus the power of journalism
was imprinted on young Ida B.
Wells. Although quite unusual
at that time for any woman,
let alone an African American
woman, she embarked on a
career as journalist. (In 2020, 89
years after her death in Chicago,
to which she resettled, Ida B.
Well was awarded a posthumous Pulitzer Prize.)
In the years following the
liberation of four million black
people in the United States,
the crime of lynching became
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more widespread in the American south, but also elsewhere
(peaking in the late 1800s, but
continuing well into the 20th
century). These were acts of
white supremacist domestic terrorism intended to stifle African
Americans who sought to exercise their constitutional right to
vote and to improve their economic circumstances.
Ida Wells felt called to document this monstrous practice
– even as many Americans were
in denial about it – and to publish her reportage. By age 29,
Ida became part-owner of the
Memphis Free Speech newspaper, which would reach a postbellum audience of black readers.
“She’s like about five feet tall,”
commented Paula Giddings,
professor emerita of Africana
Studies at Smith College and
author of Ida: A Sword Among
Lions, the major biography
of Ida B. Wells. “She’s a tiny
woman. And she starts just
traveling alone. She’s traveling
to the sites of lynchings, she’s
interviewing eyewitnesses, she
begins to put together statistics.”
Wells chronicled the horrors
of hangings, burnings and other
acts of violence that shocked
the conscience. Many of these
lynchings used a pretext that
black men had abused white
women.
But as told to me by celebrated Yale historian David Blight:
“We now know, from deep
study of this from the 1880s on
through into the early 20th century, that the vast, vast majority
of the claims of rape, or sexual
abuse, harassment – we’d use
a term like harassment today
– made against black men, hundreds, and hundreds, and hundreds of black men, from the
1880s into the early 20th century were fabrications.”
Said
attorney
Bryan
Stevenson of the Equal Justice
Initiative (whose bold civil
rights advocacy was depicted
in the 2019 film, Just Mercy):
“She was going to identify all
the ways in which black people,
women and men, were being
victimized, were being terrorized. She spoke to the complacency of government, and
law enforcement. She spoke
to the abdication of the rule of
law and really tried to compel
people to accept, to recognize
their responsibility in this crisis.
For that she was, obviously, targeted, and herself the object of a
lot of threat, and menace.”
But Ida Wells stood her
ground. She maintained a mix
of public interest journalism
and political activism, despite
the evident hazards of shining
a spotlight on the forces of violence.
A similar commitment to
truth-telling empowered the
New York Times and Washington
Post during Vietnam, and is on
display among the brave journalists standing up today in
Ukraine to tyranny in Russia.
David Freudberg is the
host and executive producer
of Humankind on Public
Radio. humankindpodcast.org.
Listen to “Ida B. Wells’ Battle to
Uncover the Truth” at: https://
www.humanmedia.org/product/ida-b-wells-battle-uncovertruth/
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Western Massachusetts women visit Israel; connect with their roots
TEL AVIV — Twelve Jewish mothers from Western Massachusetts were
among 350 women in Israel last week
on an eight-day trip organized by
Momentum, a global movement that
helps women deeply connect to their
Jewish values and to the State of Israel.
Momentum participants’ jam-packed
itinerary ran the gamut from must-see
sites in Israel to lectures from figures in
the country. Experiences included a visit
to the Ethiopian Heritage Center, where
they heard from other influential Israeli
women like Torah educator Rachelle
Fraenkel, the mother of one of the three
boys who were kidnapped by Hamas in
2014; a tour of the mystical city of Tzfat;
dancing at the Western Wall; floating in
the Dead Sea; and hiking up Masada.
On the trip, the participants met
with Ukrainian and Russian alumni
of Momentum who recently fled the
war and made Aliyah (immigration to
Israel). There, they heard the harrowing stories of the women’s journeys and
offered a supportive community.
In her first visit to Israel, Heather
Deirdre from Easthampton said, “The
opportunity [to visit Israel] happened to
pop up. I’m here to come home and to
explore Israel and find further, deeper,
spirituality, to heal a part of my soul and
to foster relationships with eleven other
moms. It’s an amazing opportunity to
be in a place that is like no other.”
Momentum prides itself on partnering with a wide-ranging array of national, local and international organizations
who helped make the trip possible. In
the case of the Western Massachusetts
delegation, Momentum worked closely
with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation,
a philanthropic organization that
invests in projects that provide a strong
return on investment for the Jewish
community.

Photo: Aviram Valdman

The cohort from Western Massachusetts gathers at Momentum’s opening night ceremony in Tel Aviv in May.

In addition to the Western Mass
achusetts cohort, trip participants for
May 2022 included women from across
the United States, Canada, France,
Spain, and South Africa. Momentum’s
latest trip took place in three languages
– English, Spanish, and French. The
women experienced Israel within the
framework of Momentum’s four central goals: connecting to Jewish values,
engaging with Israel, taking action, and
fostering unity without uniformity.
This is the first time the organization
has been able to fully tap into the global
Jewish community since the pandemic
began in 2020. In 2021, Momentum
was already among the first organizations to bring trip participants from
around the world into Israel. This year,

Momentum’s signature trip returned to
its pre-pandemic attendance level, with
several more trips slated for the rest of
the year.
Founding Director Lori Palatnik said,
“Momentum is thrilled with the explosion of travel and the desire for Jews in
the Diaspora to come to Israel. When
the pandemic put a stop to travel to
Israel, it gave people an even greater
desire to do so. The women who have
landed last week represent the tens of
thousands who can’t wait to get here
and we are honored to work with the
Ministry of Diaspora Affairs to welcome
them and give them an experience of a
lifetime.”
“Momentum is prepared to meet
this bursting demand for meaningful

travel, and we are looking to significantly expand our numbers and offerings
moving forward,” she added.
Since Momentum was founded in
2009, the movement has brought participants from 34 countries and nearly 300 partner organizations to Israel.
This flagship Israel program is a joint
partnership between Momentum and
Israel’s Ministry of Diaspora Affairs.
The organization was established
when Palatnik noticed that communities were struggling to connect women
with Jewish values and Israel, and
together with eight women from the DC
area developed the concept of a subsidized trip to Israel for Jewish mothers
as a transformative investment in the
Jewish family.
“In many households, the mother
sets the tone for how much a family will
incorporate Jewish life and attachment
to Israel into their homes,” Palatnik
said. “In many ways, she is the figurehead and through her, we can begin
to see generational change in terms of
being more connected, inspired, and
engaged with one’s heritage and connection to Israel.”
As such, Momentum aims to empower women to change the world through
Jewish values and connections to Israel
that transform their families, and communities.
Formerly the Jewish Women’s
Renaissance Project, Momentum has
seen success in its mission of inspiring
women to not only discover but become
enchanted with Israel. According to
their annual report, within three months
after their trip, approximately 91% agree
that Momentum enabled them to bring
more meaning to their Jewish practice;
83% report feeling extremely connected
to Israel and 52% talk about Israel with
their family on a weekly basis.
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Наши выпускники: Класс 2022!
Саша ДиВалл

София Ватник

Айзeк Гренадер

Саша
с
отличием
закончила
Swampscott
High School. За отличную
академическую
успеваемость
Саша
была
награждена
почетными
грамотами
за
успехи
в
изучении
calculus
(дифференциальные
вычисления), французского
и английского языков и
литературы,
биологии;
физики,
математики,
анатомии и физиологии. Как одна из лучших студентов
школы (вошла в первые 10 процентов), активную
общественную работу и проявленные лидерские
качества, Саша была удостоена престижной награды,
Dartmouth Book Award.
Саша принимала активное участие в общественной и
спортивной жизни школы: занимала лидирующую роль
в отделении ADL, где вела пропагандистскую работу за
социальную справедливость и против дискриминации.
Саша выступала за сборные команды по лакроcсу (была
старшим капитаном) и баскетболу.
С пяти лет Саша занималась фортепиано в Foaksman
Piano Studio, участвовала в конкурсах Crescendo
International Competition и как одна из победителей
неоднократно выступала в Carnegie Hall в Нью-Йорке.
Саша была практикантом в Teen Interns at MIT Museum,
где пропагандировала изучение и популяризацию
естественных наук; в составе Молодежного
организационного совета Teen Programming Council
at MIT, разработала программы для студентов,
интересующихся STEM. Саша участвовала в переводе
на русский язык образовательных видео совместно с
инициативной организации Girls-Teaching-Girls при MIT.
Саша ДиВалл продолжит образование в Northeastern
University, где будет изучать Health Science and Data
Science.

София с успехом закончила
Marblehead High School. В
старших классах была активно
вовлечена во все сферы
общественной жизни школы,
была членом школьного
консультативного
совета;
президентом Союза Еврейских
студентов, Jewish Student Union
(разрабатывала мероприятия,
направленные на развитие
навыков социального общения
и толерантности). София
была инициатором и лидером
нескольких школьных клубов:
Kindness Club, занимающегося “увеличением добра” среди
школьников; Клуб Йоги и Психологического здоровья для
студентов младших классов во время ковида. София также
была членом школьной команды по спортивным танцам и
волейбольной команды.
София – организатор и участник многих общественных
программ и инициатив местной еврейской общины. Она
принимала активное участие и была соучредителем
Молодежной Группы по борьбе с антисемитизмом
при поддержке Lappin Foundation, в составе которой
встречалась с представителями местных органов власти
и вела пропагандистскую работу по увековечиванию
памяти о Холокосте, приняла участие в работе совещания
по проблемам антисемитизма (Two Steps Forwrd Аgainst
Antisemitism Summit). София активно сотрудничает с
Еврейской Молодежной Организацией, Jewish Teen Initiative,
помогая в работе с пожилыми людьми и инвалидами.
В составе молодежной делегации принимала участие в
работе Social Justice Seminar в Вашингтоне, встречалась с
политиками и конгрессменами.
Весной София выступила с инициативой по сбору
медикаментов и других необходимых вещей Украинским
семьям.
За свою общественную работу на благо еврейской
общины и лидерские качества была награждена Sophia
Schreiber Weitz Upstander Award и Lappin Memorial Award
for Inspirational Leadership.
София Ватник продолжит образование в Syracuse
University, где будет изучать Dietetics.

Айзек
с
отличием
закончил Marblehead High
School. За академическую
успеваемость
был
награжден
почетными
грамотами по биологии,
химии,
французскому
языку, английскому языку
и литературе. В старших
классах принимал активное
участие в общественной и
культурной жизни школы.
С раннего детства Айзек
играет на скрипке и
принимал участие во многих концертах и музыкальных
программах, был членом камерного ансамбля при New
England Conservatory; с 4-го класса он играет в составе
школьных оркестров. Недавно Айзек организовал и был
руководителем первого школьного камерного струнного
ансамбля; за свой вклад в популяризацию музыки и за
лидерские качества Айзек получил специальную награду
Директора Оркестра Marblehead High School. Айзек
был член почетного сообщества студентов-музыкантов,
Tri-M Music Honor Society, а также National Green School
Society, где он пропагандировал охрану окружающей
среды и экологическую устойчивость. С детства Айзек
увлекался рисованием, в настоящее время изучает
анимацию (в его портфолио есть короткометражный
анимационный фильм, иллюстрации к книгам, и др.);
брал летние классы и семинары в CalArts в Калифорнии,
различные классы в Essex Art Center, а также открыл
бизнесс по созданию поздравительных открыток. Pаботы
Айзека были отобраны на художественную выставку
школьных работ в Abbot Public Library в Марблхеде.
За свою активную деятельность в сфере музыки и
изобразительных искусств, а также за демонстрацию
лидерских качеств Айзек был награжден особыми
престижными стипендиями, одна из них от имени
Marblehead Art Association. В течение нескольких лет
Айзек был актером и участвовал в летних постановках
Rebel Shakespeare Company, а также в школьных
музыкальных спектаклях.
Айзек Гренадер продолжит образование в Rhode
Island School of Design (RISD), где будет изучать
анимацию, а также продолжит свои музыкальные
занятия в Brown University.

Анастасия Шуб
Анастасия с отличием
закончила
Swampscott
High School, была членом
почетного
сообщества
студентов-отличников,
National Honor Society. За
отличную академическую
успеваемость Анастасия
была удостоена звания
North
Shore
Honor
Scholar.
Анастасия
приняла с отличием сдала
многоуровневый экзамен
и
была
награждена
специальной медалью Massachusetts State Seal of
Biliteracy за совершенное владение русским языком;
получила приз от Rochester Institute of Technology.
Анастасия была вовлечена в общественную жизнь
школы, работала в Клубе Школьного Самоуправления,
Student Council Representative, в составе которого
планировала различные мероприятия. Анастасия
выступала за сборную школьной команды по теннису,
занималась плаванием, балетом и изучала математику
на продвинутом уровне в Russian School of Mathematics
и Zelta Learning Center.
С детства Анастасия играет на фортепиано,
участвовала в ежегодных студийных концертах, а
также участвовала в конкурсах Crescendo International
Competition и как одна из победителей неоднократно
выступала в Carnegie Hall в Нью-Йорке. Анастасия
была волонтером в Joe’s Meals и My Brother’s Table, где
она помогала доставлять еду нуждающимся; она также
участвовала в кампании по сбору игрушек для местных
детей, Toys for Local Children.
Анастасия Шуб продолжит образование в UMass
Amherst Honors College of Natural Sciences.

Рэймонд Голдовт
Рэймонд
с
успехом
закончил Swampscott High
School. В старших классах
Рэймонд принимал участие в
общественной жизни школы,
с
большим
увлечением
занимался робототехникой,
был
членом
школьной
команды по робототехнике
(Robotics Team), занимался
сбором средств и выполнял
различные административные
и организационные задачи
клуба;
команда
активно
готовилась к соревнованиям, которые были отменены в
связи с Ковидом. С трех лет Рэймонд занимается бальными
танцами; регулярно выступает на штатных соревнованиях
и национального уровня, занимая призовые места (в его
коллекции более 200 наград). Все свободное время Рэймонд
посвящает танцам. Помимо ежедневных тренировок,
Рэймонд работает инструктором в танцевальной студии,
помогая тренировать младших танцоров, а также работал
ассистентом судей на танцевальных конкурсах. Рэймонд
обладатель оранжевого пояса по каратэ студии KI Salem. В
доме Рэймонда живет много животных от рыбок, ящериц,
черепах и др. рептилий – до кролика, кошек и собак,
большинство из которых было спасено из приютов, и
ответственность по уходу за которыми лежит на нем.
Рэймонд Голдовт продолжит образование в Rivier
University (NH) , где будет изучать nursing и healthcare
industry, и будет продолжать карьеру танцора.

Michael Romanovsky, CIPS, CBR, RMM
ПРОФЕССИОНАЛЬНАЯ ПОМОЩЬ

в покупке, продаже, ренте
любого вида недвижимости
в пределах штата, страны,
а также по всему миру
133 Broad St. Lynn • 781-581-7775
MgrGlobalRealty.com • mromanovsky@mgrglobal.com

North Shore Realtors
Life Member
Certified International
Property Specialist
Broker/Owner
Your local and worldwide Realtor

English Summary
In today’s issue of the Russian Chronicle
we feature local Russian-speaking high
school graduates. Each is recognized for
their academic achievements, involvement
in Jewish community organizations, school
clubs and athletic teams. These graduates
will continue on to colleges and universities to pursue degrees in nursing, health
care, art etc.
We also offer a list of cultural events.

Дорогие родители, бабушки и дедушки!
Мы с удовольствием продолжим рассказывать
о наших выпускниках. Если вы хотите, чтобы
инфомрация о ваших детях и внуках была
опубликована в Русской Хронике, напишите на
имейл: yulia@jewishjournal.org или позвоните
по тел. 978-278-1184 и остваьте сообщение.

Культурные события
В пятницу и субботу 17 и 18 июня (7:30 вечера),
популярная труппа актеров любительского театра
Andover Outing Community Theater после долгого
вынужденного (в связи с ковидом) перерыва
представляет спектакль “Пришельцы на Титанике 2”.
Это интригующее продолжение, в котором круизный
лайнер “Титаник 2” продолжает свое путешествие на
Кубу после раскрытия плана убийства на корабле
в первом спектакле, но корабль сходит с курса и
попадает под власть инопланетян. Продюсеры
спектакля Елена Улановская и Светлана Раввина.
Билеты ($25) можно заказать на сайте: https://web.
ovationtix.com/trs/pr/1125379. Весь сбор от продажи
билетов пойдет в фонд помощи Украины. Спектакль
проходит в помещении театра Acting Out! по адресу 56
Island St., Lawrence.
В четверг, 23 июня, в 7 вечера в Центре Макор
состоится благотворительный концерт в помощь
Украине “От берега до берега”. В программе вечера:
Михаил Пастушков – автор и исполнитель собственных
песен в стилистике русского рока 80-90х; Таня За и Катя
Не - авторский дуэт; Татьяна Уварова - популярные
песни времен Оттепели 60х; Андрей Бунин – гитара
и песни русского рока. Цена билета $30, для людей
пожилого возраста $20. Билеты можно приобрести
заранее (пишите tatiana_zadorskaia@yahoo.com) либо
на входе. Все сборы от концерта будут перечислены
людям Украины. Адрес Центра: 384 Harvard St,
Brookline.
В воскресенье, 26 июня, с 4 - 8 часов в Свампскотте
будет проходить Strawberry Festival, ежегодный
традиционный праздник начала лета. Он начнется с
парада по Humphrey Street, угощения, клубничные
пирожные и концерт с Brian Maes (в районе Swampscott
Town Hall. Доп инфо на ФБ: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1020349202208166.
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Bloomberg siblings attend dedication
of the Charlotte & William Bloomberg
Medford Public Library

Chelsea’s Gaye Bennes reminisces about playing with
the Boston Symphony Orchestra

Photo: Scout Tufankjian/courtesy Bloomberg Philanthropies

Michael R. Bloomberg, former mayor of New York who grew up in
Medford, and Marjorie B. Tiven at the June 1 dedication of the Charlotte &
William Bloomberg Medford Public Library. The new library building was
named in memory of their parents, who used the Medford Public Library
during their decades living in the city. The colorful sunflower panels
hang prominently in the children’s room in the new library, supported by
Michael Bloomberg and Bloomberg Philanthropies.

Ner Tamid donates $4,800 to
CJP’s Ukraine Emergency Fund

Temple Ner Tamid recently donated $4,800 to CJP’s Ukraine
Emergency Fund. In this photo, Temple Ner Tamid Sisterhood
President Loretta Band (left) and Event Chair Marsha Goldstein (center), present a check for the fund to CJP President Rabbi Marc Baker.

Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization
to offer college scholarships

Members of the Juvenile Aid Scholarship Organization Committee:
(Front row) Copresidents Joan Rich and Aileen Cordette, Andrea
Liftman; (Back row) Laura Goodman, Rhonda Preman, Myra Gulko
and Harriet Perlman.

On May 25, the Juvenile Aid
Scholarship Organization met at
the Hawthorne Hotel in Salem
for its annual luncheon. The
luncheon, along with memorial scholarships, raises funds for
college scholarships which will
be awarded to Jewish high school
seniors from the local area.
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Since 1932, the Juvenile Aid
Organization has provided aid
and scholarships to local Jewish
students who hope to pursue
higher education and have demonstrated financial need.
For more information, call
Joan Rich at 781-631-1896.

CHELSEA — Gaye Bennes
comes from a family of gifted musicians and actors. Her
mom was a musician, her father
and brother were both actors.
Born in 1936 in New York, Gaye
moved to Los Angeles when
she was two years old. “That’s
Hollywood,” she quipped.
Growing up, Gaye was often
on set at MGM Studios, singing and playing the piano while
attending school with other
child actors. Gaye maintains her
parents were enthralled with
the entertainment industry, but
that didn’t necessarily translate
into economic security. Still,
the family persevered and Gaye
thrived as a child prodigy. From
an early age, music played a pivotal role in her life.
Gaye began playing the
piano at the age of three, exhibiting a rare talent. After graduating from the prestigious
Julliard School, Gaye decided
to experience living in different
parts of the country. She taught
music in Minnesota, Kentucky,
and Mississippi. As a Pianist in
Residence, Gaye relished the
small-town atmosphere. But
she liked to mix things up and
moved to Cambridge, MA in
1960.
Playing with the prestigious
Boston Symphony Orchestra,
Gaye reveled in classical medleys and chamber music. Over
the years, she taught music and
performed with the symphony.
Gaye firmly believes this balance greatly enriched her life.
In 2019, Gaye moved into
Cohen Florence Levine Estates.
She is the first to admit she
has “a captive audience” at
the assisted living. “They have
to listen to me!” she said. “I
have talent and there’s nobody
here who can compete on the
piano.”
When asked the secret to her
longevity, Gaye, who looks much
younger than her 85 years, attributes her good health to a bit
of luck and a zest for living.
She’s adamant that she doesn’t
diet – “I eat lots of candy!” she
said. For Gaye, aging gives her a
unique perspective. “In a sense,
getting older is like a puzzle,”
Gaye explained. “When you
reach a certain age, the pieces
suddenly all fit together.” A natural born shopper, Gaye loves
to shop, especially for colorful clothing and bold jewelry.
With her vibrant personality
and sharp wit, Gaye’s wardrobe
compliments her well.
Gaye enjoys life at the assisted living. “I’m feel so lucky to
live here,” she said. “After a time,
you need assistance with a few
things in your life, but I truly
treasure my independence.
Living here enables me to have
both.” Gaye participates in the
daily activities offered at the residence and looks forward to the
social mealtimes.
Kristen Donnelly, executive director of Cohen Florence

Gaye Bennes at the piano. At left, Kristen Donnelly, executive director of Cohen Florence Levine Estates; at right, Jennifer Fazekas,
director of sirector Marketing Chelsea Jewish Lifecare.

Levine Estates, said that the staff
and residents clamor for Gaye to
entertain them with her music.
“Gaye is such a special member
of our assisted living family,”
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said Donnelly. “In addition to
being incredibly talented, she is
personable, funny, warm, and
friendly. Gaye Bennes is a true
asset to our community.”
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Anonymous in memory of
Sam Grungold
Anonymous in honor of the
Jewish Journal’s reporting
Anonymous in honor of
Roselyn L. Kolodny’s
birthday
Anonymous in memory of
my late mother-in-law,
Mrs. Sally Simons
Robin and Harvey Abel
Roberta Abrams
Arlene and David Addis
Ellen and Richard Alexander
Ann and Steven Andelman
Roberta, Joel and Michael
Aronson in honor of the
Passover Holiday
Nancy Baer in memory of
Harold H. Leibowitz
Jacob Bailen in memory of
Ann K. Bailen
Edye Baker
Arleen and Jim Barnes in
memory of those we have
loved and lost
Arlene and Herbert Baron
Lola Baron in memory of
Jerome S. Baron
Pete Beggleman in memory
of Estelle Goldman
Beggleman
Judith Bennett
Helaine and Dan Berg
Leo F. Berman in memory of
my wife Dorothy Berman
Marina Berman and Michael
Rachman
Evelyn and Arthur Bernstein
Helena Book in honor of
my grandsons, Emmett
Hamilton Book and
Jordan Book, high school
graduations
Joyce Bornstein in honor of
my grandson’s wedding
to Rachel
Carol and Harvey Brand
Dr. Sheldon Brown in
memory of my beloved
wife Frances E. Brown
Miriam Buda
Norma Butter in honor of my
grandchildren
Judith and Philip Callahan
Faith Canner in memory of
Arnold Canner
Shari and Robert Cashman
Daniel Casper
Melissa Chaikof
Sandra Chaletzky
Donna and Archie Cohan
Judy and David Cohen
Deena Cohen
Irma Cohen
John M. Cohen in honor
of John Smidt’s special
birthday
Mara B. Cohen and Marlene
F. Cohen
Marcia Cohen
Phil Cohen
Terri Cohen in memory of
my son
William Cole in memory of
Shirley Cole
Donald Curiale in memory of
Arthur Finkelstein
Marilyn and Andre Danesh
Elka Tovah and Solomon
Davidoff
Irene L. Davis
Meghan and Neil Denenberg

Cheryl and Frank Diliegro in
memory of Rhoda and Al
Moll
Carin and Douglas Doben
Elizabeth Dodyk
Paula Dollin in memory of
my beloved husband,
Arnold
Mike Donn in memory of
Elaine and Richard Donn
Mady and Bruce Donoff
Wendy and Michael
Dubinsky in memory of
our parents
Dawn Ehrlich in honor of
Max Ehrlich’s graduation
Dorothy Eisenman
Kathy and Ed Elibero in
honor of our friends,
Marcia and Burt Bartzoff
Selma Engler in memory
of her husband Sidney
Engler on the 10th
anniversary of his passing
Rosalyn Esterkes
Marsha and Lawrence Feffer
Karen and Donald Feldman
Doris and Saul Feldman
Dr. Clare Figler and Burton
Figler
Carol A. Finkelstein and
Wayne Kundrat
Rosalind and Norman
Finkelstein
Barbara Fishbon in honor of
the Fishbon Family
Ronnie Fisher in memory of
Jerry Silver
Amy and Billy Flaxer
Mr. and Mrs. David Forman
in honor of Jaime Recht
to support USHER 1F
Collaborative
Myrna and Arthur Freedman
Ina and Burton Friedman
Leonard Friedman
Melinda S. Russo and
Howard M. Frisch
Janice Gershlak in memory
of Harvey Gershlak
Dr. Richard A. Gilberg
Arnie Glick
Stan Gold
Sydney Gold in memory of
Feiga Gold
Roz and Marty Goldberg in
memory of all those we
love
Chelly Goldberg in memory
of Rabbi Jonas Goldberg
Marion Goldman
Susan and Michael Goldman
Victoria and Michael
Goldstein
Sema Goldstein in honor of
Chad’s passing part two
of the CSA exam
Mike Goodstein in memory
of Arlene Goodstein
Bunny and David Gorfinkle
Ludmila and Anatoli Gorski
Milla and Leonard Gradus
Joanne and Jerrold Grant in
memory of our departed
relatives and friends
Annette Green
Susan Green
Nancy Greenberg in memory
of my loving husband
Irving (Hank) and my dear
son Steven
Arlene and Michael
Greenstein in memory of
Jerry Rosen

Charlotte Gross in memory
of my husband, Andy
Gross
Saul Gurman
Bernie Handis in memory of
Evelyn Handis
Evelyn Levine Harmon in
memory of my loving
family
Claire and David Helfman
Betty and Saul Heller
Doris and Elliot Hershoff in
memory of our family
Sally and Carl Hooker
Gigi Hooker
Elaine G. Israelsohn in
memory of Jacob M.
Israelsohn
Marcia Glassman-Jaffe and
Mark Jaffe
Judith and Barry Josephs
Beverly A. Kahn in memory
of Neil Cooper, a true
Jewish hero
Marcia Kalman
Marcia Kamin
Meryl Kaplan in memory
of my husband Edward
Kaplan
Mrs. Patricia Kaplan in
memory of Dr. Isadore
Kaplan
Shirley R. Kaplan in honor of
the Jewish Journal Staff
Louis Karger and brothers in
memory of our beloved
mother, Beatrice Karger
Barbara and Michael Katz
Candy Katz in memory of
Leonard and Sophie Katz
Peter Kaufman
Lynn and Barry Kepnes
Michael Klain
Bettina and Leon Kornhauser
Janet Kramer and Rabbi
Howard Kosovske
Eugenia Kotlyar in memory
of my mother, Liyd
Dr. & Mrs. Jacob Kriteman
Harvey Kupelnick in memory
of Shirley A. Kupelnick
Irene and Jonathan Leamon
Glenda Donovan and David
Lebwohl
Alice and Chuck Leidner
Esther Levi
Ruth Levin
Janice Levine
Sandra and Ralph Levine
Shirley Levine
Marla and Mark Levy and
Stephanie Baker Smith in
memory of Gail and Chet
Baker
Roz and Sandy Levy
Cynthia and Stephen Levy
in memory of my father
Marshall Levy
Fay Lewis
Marilyn and Mel Lezberg
Andrea Liftman in memory
of Harriet and Harold
Liftman
Andrea and Nate Lincoff in
memory of our grandson
Landon
Roberta Liss
Elaine Litcofsky
Gerald H. Litcofsky
Gordon Lothrop
Douglas B. and Duncan H.
Maitland
Michael Malamut

Sarah A. Manganaro
Natalie Mason in memory
of my beloved husband
Erving and daughter
Sheryl
Donna and Burt Matross
Iris Meltzer
Shirley Merken in memory of
Melvin Merken
Marie-Louise Jackson-Miller
Cindy Millman and family in
memory Jerry Millman
Amy Mitman
Joan and Don Molin
Evelyn Morris
Jackie and Paul Newman
Mary and Bruce Parks in
memory of Rosalyn
Mironov
Lisa and Barry Paul
Jackson Paul
Ann Pendexter in memory
of my mother, Frances
Babbitt for Mother’s Day
Barbara Plavin
Diane and David Podradchik
Donna and Bill Poires
Barry Poretsky
Marilyn Cohn and Laurence
Posner
Priscilla Quigley in memory
of William L. Quigley,
beloved spouse
Zoya and Yakov Rapoport
in memory of Donara
Blyakhman
Joan and Murry Rich
Eleanor Richman in memory
of Sidney Richman
Scott Richmond
Barbara and Jerry Rodman
Sheila and Jacob Romo in
memory of Miriam Paula
Romo
Ruth and Shea Rood
in honor of Susan’s
successful surgery
Barbara C. Rosen in memory
of my beloved husband,
Harry Rosen
Alan Rosenfield
Tibby Rosenthal in memory
of my beloved husband,
Arnold
David Ross in memory of
Rosalie and Stuart Ross
Nancy Rubin
Marvin Sallop
Salloway Family and Verrier
Family in loving memory
of William Salloway
Rae Samiljan
Harriet and Herb Sandberg
Meryle and Marvin Sandler
in memory of our son
Gene Sandler
Harriet Sant Fournier in
memory of Maxine Siskind
Gladys Saslaw
Barbara and David Schneider
in honor of Shelley
Sackett’s and Lenny
Rotman’s special birthdays
Penny and Phillip Schuler
Fran and Irving Schulman
Arnold Schultz in memory of
Ruth P. Schultz
Debra and Ralph Sevinor
Shapiro and Hender
Mimi and Mark Shapiro
in memory of Harland
Shapiro
Beverly and Sonny Shapiro
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THANK YOU FOR DONATING TO THE JEWISH JOURNAL
DURING APRIL AND MAY, 2022
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Dave Sherman
Galina and Aron Shteyn
Ethel Shulam in memory
of Debby Bindman,
daughter
Carole and Kenneth Shutzer
Margaret Simons
Bruce Singer in honor of
my father Daniel’s 91st
birthday and my mother
Rita’s 89th birthday on
Mother’s Day
Marilyn Sokolow in memory
of Herman (Hank)
Sokolow, two-year
Yahrzeit
Estelle Solomon in memory
of my husband and
daughter Judy
Ann and Art Sommerstein
Mrs. Alice Sontz in memory
of Harold Sontz
Rhonda and Stuart Spitzer
Arlene and Jack Stahl
Rosalyn Stein in memory of
Charles and Lillian Berg
Marvin Sterman
Mira and Peter Stolerman in
memory of my parents
Myron Stone in memory of
Rosalind Stone
Pam and Jim Sullivan
Diane Sweet
Bunny and Sam Tabasky
Gail Torres and Louis Tanzer
The Bari & Charles Popkin
Family Charitable Fund
Arlene Titelbaum in loving
memory of Morton
Titelbaum and Alex Kemp
Carole Toltz
Dora Torres in memory of my
beloved parents
Ruth Turkanis
Ethel Tzizik
Natalie and David Vieira
in memory of Herbert
Schreibman
Lorinda and Alan Visnick
Dorothy Waldman in
memory of my two
brothers
Audrey and Herb Weinstein
Judy Weiss in memory of
Libby, Bernie and Jack
Rosenberg
Bella Westerman in memory
of my husband, David
Westerman
Jacqueline and Kenneth
Willner
Polly and Marv Wilson
Alan Winer
Phyllis Winer in memory of
Harvey and Gerry Winer
Enid and David Wise in
memory of William
Greenbaum
Beth Yanofsky in memory of
my parents, Bertha and
Philip Yanofsky
Rhoda Zagorsky
Dr. Irma Zarinsky
Vera Levina and Pavel
Zelikman
Ellen Zellner in memory of
Selma Krasnow
Rhonda and Michael Zero
And thank you to all our
anonymous donors

