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The community gathered last week 
to honor the area’s rabbis at the Jewish 
Journal’s Menschions & Martinis event 
at Congregation Shirat Hayam in 
Swampscott. The event was highlighted 
by the presence of 12 spiritual leaders 
representing all branches of Judaism. In 
addition, Swampscott Police Chief Ruben 
Quesada and Detective Ted Delano 
attended the event, and expressed their 
support for the Jewish community. 

The June 14 in-person gathering 
honoring our rabbinic community also 
served as the Journal’s annual fundraiser, 
which helps subsidize the nonprofit’s 
cost of printing and mailing the Journal 
free to more than 10,000 Jewish and 
interfaith families. The Jewish Journal, 
which was founded 45 years ago, is the 
largest free Jewish publication in New 
England.

The event honored Rabbi Alison 
Adler of Temple B’nai Abraham of 
Beverly; Rabbi Marc Baker, president of 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies; Rabbi 
Sruli Baron of Tobin Bridge Chabad, 
Everett; Rabbi Bernie Horowitz, of 
Temple Ner Tamid of Peabody; Cantor 

Seth Landau, of Congregation Sons of 
Israel, Peabody; Rabbi Steven Lewis, 
Temple Ahavat Achim, Gloucester; Rabbi 

David Kudan, Temple Tiferet Shalom, 
Peabody; Rabbi Yossi Lipsker, Chabad of 
the North Shore; Rabbi Howard Mandell, 

Congregation Beth Israel, Andover; 
Rabbi David Meyer, Temple Emanu-El, 
Marblehead; Rabbi Richard Perlman, 
Temple Ner Tamid, Peabody; Rabbi 
Michael Ragozin, Congregation Shirat 
Hayam, Swampscott; Rabbi Nechemia 
Schusterman, Chabad of Peabody, 
Peabody; Rabbi Michael Schwartz, 
Temple Sinai, Marblehead.

“This is an amazing group of spiri-
tual leaders who have gone beyond the 
call to serve our community,” said Steve 
Rosenberg, the Journal’s publisher and 
editor. “For the last two years they have 
comforted us during this very challeng-
ing and unprecedented time of COVID, 
and have seamlessly continued to con-
nect and support us all through new 
technology, online classes and services.”  

The Journal’s fundraising and event 
planning committee included Matthew 
Swartz, Marcia Glassman-Jaffe, Donna 
Pierce, Diane Knopf, David Gershaw and 
Bob Goldman. 

To see photos and a special tribute 
section to our rabbinic community, turn 
to this week’s Honorable Menschions 
section in the Journal.  

Oh what a night ... 
Nearly 200 attend Jewish Journal’s Menschions & Martinis

Photo: Tanya Braganti
North Shore rabbis were honored last week at the Jewish Journal’s annual gala. 

By Linda Matchan
JOURNAL STAFF

In the late afternoon of 
Friday, June 4, Jeremy Burton 
– executive director of Jewish 
Community Relations Council 
of Greater Boston (JCRC) – went 
offline for a three-day Shavuot 
holiday weekend.  

When he switched his phone 
back on late Monday night, he 
discovered something startling: 
a torrent of anxious texts and 
emails from colleagues and 
community members about 
a website called the Boston 
Mapping Project, which had 
evidently popped up just before 
Shavuot. Even Israel’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs had tweeted 
about it. 

What confronted Burton 
was an interactive map – with 
unsubtle threats – singling out 
scores of “Zionist leaders” and 
Jewish communal organizations 
in Massachusetts supposedly 
complicit in the “colonization of 
Palestine.” 

Anonymously produced and 

initially hosted on the U.S.-
based Internet domain registrar 
GoDaddy, it was taken down 
briefly last weekend and has 

surfaced again, this time hosted 
by an Icelandic provider called 
1984, which describes itself as 
“Iceland’s biggest web hosting 

company by far.” One of 1984’s 
core values, according to its 
website, is to “always go the extra 
mile to protect our customers’ 

civil rights, including the free-
dom of expression [and] the 
right to anonymity and privacy.”  

The provider declined to 
respond to queries from the 
Journal. 

The website listed names 
and addresses (including 
Burton’s), calling apocalypti-
cally for them to be “disrupt-
ed” and “dismantled.” They 
included Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, the Synagogue 
Council of Massachusetts and 
the Anti-Defamation League, 
as well as smaller groups with 
no particular political or soci-
etal agendas, such as the Jewish 
Arts Collaborative, Jewish Teen 
Foundation of Greater Boston 
and Gann Academy, a Waltham 
Jewish high school. 

There was a mishmash of 
hundreds of other “agents of 
oppression” on the map, too, 
whose missions were seen to 

somehow intersect with those of 
the Jewish groups. (“Our libera-
tion struggles are connected,” 
according to the website.)

The ‘Mapping Project’: How worried should Jews be? 
(And why is an Icelandic company hosting the website?)

The mapping project claims that numerous institutions work together to colonize Palestine.

continued on page 20

mailto:subscriptions@jewishjournal.org


2 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 23, 2022 ROP

THE LARGEST PRO-ISRAEL CONFERENCE
IN NEW ENGLAND THIS YEAR! 

Want something to look forward to this Fall that combines your passion
for the land and people of Israel?

Join Jewish National Fund-USA for the 2022 National Conference at Omni Boston Hotel in the beloved
Seaport. Gather with leaders, philanthropists, young professionals and students from throughout

New England and across the U.S. and Israel. Connect with peers in Boston’s pro-Israel community and
be a part of a riveting weekend that showcases our visionary work for the land and people of Israel

while addressing key issues through engaging panels and dynamic discussions. 

Don’t miss out! Save your spot today at jnf.org/nc

Questions? Contact Sara Hefez, Executive Director, New England and Capital District 
SHefez@jnf.org | 617.423.0999 x811

GENERATION

HEBREW NAME: Eliezer
JOB: Deputy regional field director for the 
Northeast, Israel on Campus Coalition
HOMETOWN: Marblehead
CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Swampscott
ALMA MATERS: St. John’s Prep ‘16, UMass 
Amherst ‘21
FAVORITE FOOD: Reverse seared steak
FAVORITE MOVIES: “Shawshank Redemption”
FAVORITE TV SHOWS: “Peaky Blinders,” 
“Stranger Things”
FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION: Thailand, 
Israel
SOMEWHERE YOU’D LIKE TO GO NEXT: 

Second trip to Thailand
FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN YOUR 
FAMILY: Albert Einstein
FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Rosh Hashanah
FAVORITE NORTH SHORE SPOT: Phillips 
Beach

BEN ALVAREZ-DOBRUSIN, 24BEN ALVAREZ-DOBRUSIN, 24Z
What is your Jewish 
background?

What was it like attending 
St. John’s Prep as a Jew?

How did you get involved in Israel advocacy? 

Can you talk about your current job with 
the Israel on Campus Coalition?

I was raised Reform, I was part of 
Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead, I 
went to Jewish day school so a lott of 
my moral and ethical values, as well 
as my ability to read and speak a little 
bit of Hebrew, comes from that. Today 
it’s super important to me because 
of the concept of community. I really 
think that in any obstacle I try and 
overcome, the Jewish community’s 
always been there.

Going to a Catholic school and 
being one of the few Jewish kids 
definitely helped cultivate my love for 
my people. We had a class on the 
Hebrew scriptures, but also just being 
the odd man out made me want to 
get involved with the Jewish Student 
Union, where I became the president, 
and also in high school I got involved 
deeply with BBYO. I think that the 
idea of being an “other” is something 
that permeates the Jewish community 
everywhere we go, but I think it’s a 
real benefit because it helps keep the 
community together. The Jewish com-
munity at the Prep was very small, but 
very closely knit.

The interest in Israel advocacy definitely started when I was 
around 16. I went to Israel with the Lappin Foundation trip and 
it just so happened to be the summer of Operation Protective 
Edge. We were on our way to Jerusalem and we were turned 
around for security reasons, and it really opened my eyes to 
the reality on the ground — the instability in the region. When 
I got home, I saw a major discrepancy in media coverage, 
just flagrant biases and direct conflict to what I was seeing 
and learning on the ground — those biases that were being 
reported as facts. That really got under my skin and I wanted 
to speak out about it, so I started running programs and events 
and working with BBYO and built a chapter in trying to get our 
community to advocate for truth. 

There’s really two sides to ICC: the first side is we’re conve-
ners. So there’s a whole lot of organizations that operate on 
the campus space to try and support Zionist students in the 
face of this rising tide of hatred and division. They all have 
their own basis, and they all have their own divisions, and we 
have 54 of those organizations in our coalition, so we basi-
cally unite their resources for pragmatic benefit to students 
we work with on the ground. We work directly with students to 
provide them with as many resources as possible confronting 
anti-Zionist demonstrations. That could be funding an event to 
promote peace in the Middle East, or we do a lot of work with 
student organizations promoting Israel Peace Week, and gen-
eral Israel education. We also work with student leaders to try 
and get them on board and understand that Israel’s a vibrant 
democracy in the Middle East. We want to lay the groundwork 
and get in front of the issue before it occurs on campus.

mailto:SHefez@jnf.org


By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

MARBLEHEAD — Heather 
Gravelese, the co-director of 
the summer camps at the JCC 
of the North Shore, is ready for 
day one, on June 27.

“I think the camp is going to 
feel more like it was pre-pan-
demic,” Gravelese said, adding 
that many COVID-19 protocols 
remain in place.

The JCC summer camps 
include both KinderCamp 
and Camp Simchah. The 
KinderCamp age range runs 
from three years old to rising 
kindergarteners, while Camp 
Simchah has a longer span, 
from rising first-graders to ris-
ing seventh-graders. There’s 
also a Leaders-in-Training pro-
gram for campers in grades 8 

through 10. On average, there 
will be 120 youngsters per 
week in each camp. The North 
Shore is well represented, 
with attendees coming from 
Marblehead, Swampscott, 
Lynn, Nahant, Salem, Beverly, 
Peabody, Wilmington, Danvers 
and Lynnfield. There are also 
several international campers 
this year who are coming from 
overseas to visit family in the 
U.S. The camps run through 
Aug. 26.

Chabad of the North Shore 
is also offering a summer camp 
this year. Two other Jewish 
summer camps – the Eli and 
Bessie Cohen camps and Camp 
Bauercrest – did not return 
inquiries from the Jewish 
Journal. 

At the JCC, Gravelese des-
cribed camp families as excited 

for the season to begin. She is 
part of a camp family herself, 
as her children will be attend-
ing. As a child, Gravalese went 
to Camp Simchah when it was 

On Sunday, June 12, the 
Jewish Community Center 
of the North Shore (JCCNS) 
celebrated its 110th Annual 
Meeting. JCCNS leadership, 
members, and other members 
of the community gathered to 
honor this year’s outstanding 
award recipients and to wit-
ness the installation of new 
board members and the new 
2022-2023 Board Officers. Sara 
Winer will remain president of 
the board.

This year, the following 

members of the North Shore 
community were honored:

Helaine Hazlett received the 
Samuel S. Stahl Community 
Service Award, which was 
established in honor of Samuel 
S. Stahl, who represented the 
finest in Jewish life and left a 
legacy of love for his family, 
service to his community, and 
a heritage characterized by a 
deep devotion for all mankind. 
This prestigious award is pre-
sented annually to an individ-

CHELSEA Jen Fazekas - jfazekas@chelseajewish.org • 617.887.0826
PEABODY  Amy Sanders - asanders@legacylifecare.org • 617.943.8522

www.chelseajewish.org

 Spring is in the air!

Call for more information:

It’s time to enjoy life at our assisted livings

 New friends, private apartments,
restaurant style dining, and activities every day.

Come see for yourself what life with us can be like. 
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Hazlett, Rotman, Colahan 
honored at JCC’s annual meeting

Helaine Hazlett receives Samuel S. Stahl Award from longtime 
friend, Barbara Schneider.

Camps, campers ready for ‘best summer yet’

Campers enjoy the summer at KinderCamp.

continued on page 18

continued on page 20
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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

SWAMPSCOTT — Since 
2020, Covid has significantly 
affected Jewish religious prac-
tice nationwide, and Shirat 
Hayam is no exception. Almost 
overnight, services — especially 
minyanim — went virtual by 
necessity. For many, the inabil-
ity to gather in person — the 
very essence and meaning of 
“congregation” — is a hardship 
for which no amount of tech-
nology can compensate.

Nonetheless, this sudden 
shift has not been without its sil-
ver linings. According to tablet-
mag.com, an extraordinary 
number of people have engaged 
in Jewish experiences online 
owing to two important factors: 
the efforts by synagogues to put 
their programming and worship 
online immediately following 
the March 2020 moratorium on 
in-person gatherings, and the 
global accessibility of content. 

For some locals, the conve-
nience of attending services, 
study sessions and program-
ming from their cozy homes has 
been a plus, especially during the 
cold, dark and snowy months. 
For others who live far beyond 
Shirat Hayam’s Swampscott 
location, virtual programming 
has made it possible for them to 
participate in services and feel 
part of the community.

“Shirat Hayam has been 
a leader in accessibility,” said 
Rabbi Michael Ragozin, not-
ing that the temple removed 
stairs from its bima, revamped 
Shabbat services, and began 
Shulcasting almost two decades 
ago. “Investing in new technolo-
gies like Zoom, microphones, 
and webcams  is a natural 
expression of our commitment 
to making a dynamic Judaism 
and Jewish community avail-
able to all.”

Arinne Braverman  of Natick 
regularly attends Friday night 
and Saturday morning Shabbat 
services, usually via Facebook 
Live. Despite not having set foot 
in the physical building since 
becoming a member, she still 
feels connected.

She attends services online 
with her mother, Diana 
Edelman, also a CSH member, 
who lives fulltime in California. 
Although she misses the one-
on-one informal and impromp-
tu conversations with congre-
gants, “I love not having to com-
mute to and from shul,” Arinne 
said. 

She believes strongly that 
people looking to join a syna-
gogue should consider more 
than just its geographical con-
venience. Her own search took 
her quite a while. With the pan-
demic and the sudden possibil-
ity of remote attendance, she 
expanded her search from local 
to nationwide. 

She ultimately chose CSH 
specifically because of its cler-
gy. She first met Rabbi Ragozin 
when she was Executive Director 
of Northeastern University 
Hillel and he contacted her to 
offer his support after reading 
an article about Hillel’s fight 
against BDS and the surge in 
campus antisemitism. Later, he 
invited her to partner on CSH’s 
Campus Antisemitism Task 
Force training.

Although her mother, Diana, 
belonged to a local, in-person 
Reform synagogue, it wasn’t 
the right fit for her. At Arinne’s 
suggestion, she checked out a 
Shirat Hayam Shabbat service 
on Zoom and found what she 
was looking for. After confirm-
ing that remote access was not 
just a temporary response to 
Covid and would continue even 
when worship returned to in-
person services, she joined.

She would like to attend in 
person, but recognizes that is 
not a viable option. “I would 
prefer to interact with other 
members so I would have a 
sense of belonging to a com-
munity or extended family,” she 
said.

Despite some annoyances 
(remote participants sing-
ing out of sync or not muting 
themselves while carrying on 
personal conversations during 
services), she likes the conve-
nience and flexibility of remote 
attendance, especially the abili-
ty to mute her own microphone 
and video camera.

“Remote attendance pro-
vides me with the chance to 
participate in a service and 
enjoy the music, singing, spiri-
tuality and d’var Torah,” Diana 
said.

Donna Revman also enjoys 
remote Zoom services. She lives 
in Charlotte, North Carolina but 
grew up in Marblehead, where 
she and her family attended 
Temple Israel. Even after she left 
the area, she always returned 
to Temple Israel and, after the 
merger with Temple Beth El in 
2005, Shirat Hayam for the High 
Holy Days. When she couldn’t 
attend in person, she would 

430 Paradise Road         Swampscott         (781) 584-4642

RAPID ONSET CANNABIS EDIBLES 
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risks.  Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms.  It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. 
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Virtual Services connect and expand the 
Shirat Hayam community

Shirat Hayam’s Zoom services. 

continued on page 18
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Combined Jewish Philanth–
ropies (CJP) and the Jewish Arts 
Collaborative (JArtsTM) are proud 
to launch the third cohort of the 
Community Creative Fellowship 
for two Boston-area creatives. 
We invite creatives in all artistic 
media – visual artists, perform-
ers, writers, chefs, coders, and 
others – to apply.

This fellowship is designed to 
support two local creatives who 
are looking to explore Jewish 
identity through arts and/or cul-
ture. Combining both personal 
development and community 
engagement, the selected cre-
atives will be expected to cre-
ate new capstone work that is 
inspired by the experience of the 
fellowship.

Our goals are to:
• support the creation of new 

work that reflects the artists’ 
own Jewish exploration

• create a community wide 
dialogue by engaging diverse 
communities in this work and 
artistic process

• develop creatives’ capacity 
for community engagement and 
Jewish literacy

Fellowship Details
Fellowship stipend: $20,000 

(9 months, inclusive of time and 
materials)

The chosen creatives will 
each develop a capstone piece 
informed by their experience 
over the course of the fellowship 
(October 2022 – June 2023).

Timeline:
• applications due August 2, 

2022 by 5 p.m. EST
• interviews with final candi-

dates early-mid September 2022
• selections made by late 

September 2022
• fellowship begins October 

24, 2022
• capstone project proposal 

due February 2023
• submit final project early 

June 2023
• fellowship completion: June 

30, 2023

Expectations:
Creatives will...
• develop engagement oppor-

tunities that inspire creative 
connections to Jewish identity

·work with an array of com-
munity groups, Jewish and not, 
such as: schools, senior living 
facilities, synagogues, commu-

nity centers (10 engagements 
over the course of the fellow-
ship)

• be prepared to facilitate 
their work virtually in the event 
that in-person opportunities are 
not possible

• attend all scheduled edu-
cational sessions and meetings 
with mentors (schedule to be 
set at the beginning of the fel-
lowship)

• provide regular documenta-
tion of fellowship experience

• ensure that social media 
marketing and growth is a prior-
ity of this process

•create a capstone piece

Fellowship Support:
• primary mentorship: 

Creatives will have a consis-
tent mentor throughout the 
process to help facilitate their 
own Jewish artistic journey and 
enhance their learning around 
community engagement

• Jewish mentorship: cre-
atives will also have 3 sessions 
with a Jewish educator focusing 
on topics of interest

• Additional opportunities 
to work with experts and other 
professionals in the creatives’ 
desired field

• logistic support: 
Administrative support for com-
munity engagement opportuni-
ties, marketing via CJP and JArts 
marketing channels

Who should apply? 
Creatives who...
• have any level of connection 

to Jewish identity
• have a personal interest in 

exploring Jewish identity and its 
role in the creative process

• seek meaningful profes-
sional and personal develop-
ment opportunities

• interest in engaging with 
audiences of diverse back-
grounds

“More and more people are 
exploring Jewish art and cul-
ture for new perspectives and 
approaches to their Jewish iden-
tity,” said Sophie Krentzman, 
CJP’s director of Arts and 
Culture. “We believe that the arts 
have a unique power to educate, 
excite and spread the richness of 
Jewish culture to all. In today’s 
multi-cultural world, art is a 
powerful tool to connect diverse 
communities.”

Laura Mandel, Executive 

Director of JArts, said, “This 
Fellowship has been the cata-
lyst that has provided important 
new work by the Fellow artists 
as well as creating new connec-
tions between artists and the 
community in unique ways. 
We’re grateful for our partner-
ship with CJP in creating this 
national model.”

Information and applications 
are available at https://jartsbos-
ton.org/event_series/community-
creativefellowship/
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* For travel between Manhattan and Central Boston/Cambridge/
Brookline during Summer 2022. Fares are higher for pick-ups/
drop-offs in surrounding boroughs and townships. Fares are  
lower for groups > two. Fares are subject to change.
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Community Creative Fellowships available

BOSTON — EL AL Israel 
Airlines, Israel’s national car-
rier, will add a third weekly 
non-stop flight from Boston 
beginning Tuesday, Nov. 1. El 
Al currently flies nonstop from 
Boston to Tel Aviv on Thursday 
and Sunday each week. 

EL AL resumed its non-stop 
service from Boston’s Logan 
Airport to Ben Gurion Airport 
in Tel Aviv on Sunday, March 27, 
after a two-year hiatus because 
of the pandemic. “Since we 
restored service from Boston, 
we have seen building passen-
ger traffic, and we’ve decided 
to add a third weekly flight to 
meet the growing demand in 
the New England Region for EL 
AL service to Ben Gurion,” said 
Marc Cavaliere, senior vice 
president of EL AL.

“The third weekly flight on 
Tuesdays will complement our 

existing service on Thursdays 
and Sundays of each week.”

All flights will be oper-
ated with EL AL’s Boeing 787 
Dreamliner aircraft, which 
offers Economy, Premium and 
Business Class. EL AL’s all-
new, Boeing 787 Dreamliners 
feature the latest ameni-
ties including lie-flat seats in 
Business Class, gourmet meals, 
and an extensive choice of 

wines and beverages, as well as 
Wi-Fi, which is complimentary 
for Business Class. EL AL also 
offers a Premium Class with 
Business Class amenities and 
oversized, comfortable seats 
with a footrest and extended 
legroom.

Flights may be booked now 
on ELAL.com, on all travel sites 
or through travel agents.

EL AL adds third weekly nonstop flight 
from Boston to Tel Aviv

https://jartsbos-ton.org/event_series/community-creativefellowship/Mill
https://jartsbos-ton.org/event_series/community-creativefellowship/Mill
https://jartsbos-ton.org/event_series/community-creativefellowship/Mill
https://jartsbos-ton.org/event_series/community-creativefellowship/Mill
https://jartsbos-ton.org/event_series/community-creativefellowship/Mill
http://www.millriverconsulting.com
http://www.ComputerDoctorUSA.net
http://www.gosherpa.net
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In these days of increasingly brazen antisemi-
tism, it comes as no surprise that a website 
would materialize targeting Greater Boston’s 

Jewish organizations, law enforcement agencies, 
schools, businesses and nonprofits. 

The Boston Mapping Project is anonymously 
produced and features an interactive map alleg-
ing that local organizations work with one anoth-
er with the common goal of the “colonization of 
Palestine.” The website lists names and address-
es, and asserts that they must be “disrupted” and 
“dismantled.” The website was endorsed and pro-
moted by various anti-Zionist groups, including 
the anti-Israel group BDS (Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions) Boston movement. “Our interac-
tive map illustrates some ways in which institu-
tional support for the colonization of Palestine is 
structurally tied to policing and systemic white 
supremacy where where we live, and to U.S. 
imperialist projects in other countries.”

Linking hundreds of organizations together, 
and alleging a well-planned movement to pro-
mote Israel and delegitimize the Palestinians, is 
not an unexpected development in these times 
when conspiracy often trumps facts. “Our goal 
in pursuing this collective mapping was to reveal 
the local entities and networks that enact devas-
tation, so we can dismantle them. Every entity 

has an address, every network can be disrupted,” 
the website warns. 

In another era, when our democracy was stron-
ger and when our government and country was 
less polarized, it would be easy to simply dismiss 
this as old-fashioned Jew-hatred. But given the 
widespread public violence in America, it needs to 
be taken very seriously by law enforcement. 

Throughout history, charismatic leaders and 
hate movements have told lies over and over again 
to oppress minorities and establish power. While 
antisemitism has been constant the last 2,000 years 
around the world, Jews living in the Greater Boston 
area have been largely insulated from Jew-hatred 
for most of the last 60 years. While we learned 
about antisemitism and the Holocaust, many of us 
did not personally experience it. 

Those days are over. Antisemitic incidents in 
the state reached an historic high last year. And 
this latest website, which targets Jewish orga-
nizations, is cause for deep concern because 
people who have little knowledge of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict now have another source of 
disinformation. Jews, interfaith families, elected 
officials and law enforcement must stand togeth-
er against these threats. We must counter lies 
with truth. History reminds us what happens to 
the oppressed when they remain silent. 

JEWISH JOURNAL
STEVEN A. ROSENBERG

Publisher/Editor
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As leaders of the Lappin 
Foundation’s Teen Antisemitism 
Task Force, we answered the 
call more than a year ago to 
do something about the rise in 
antisemitism at our schools and 
in our communities. 

In November 2020, Lucy and 
Sofia co-founded the Lappin 
Foundation Teen Antisemitism 
Task Force, which is an inter-
faith, multiracial group of near-
ly forty teens around Greater 
Boston and beyond. We aim to 
broaden the fight against anti-
semitism by educating our peers 
and ourselves through engag-
ing projects and knowledgeable 
speakers. We felt that only the 
Jewish community was engaged 
in efforts against antisemitism, 
and we wanted to change that. 

As Lucy and Sofia head off 
to college, the torch is being 
passed to Arielle and Teddy as 
they take on their role of co-
chairing the Teen Antisemitism 
Task Force. 

If you or anyone you know 
is a teen interested in joining 
the fight against antisemitism, 
please reach out to Debbie 
Coltin (dcoltin@lappinfounda-
tion.org). 

The time is now to stand up 
and speak out against the injus-
tices that persist in our com-
munities.

Lucy New and Sofia Vatnik, 
co-founders and co-chairs

Teddy Friedman and Arielle 
Mogolesko, incoming co-chairs

Lappin Foundation Teen 
Antisemitism Task Force

Teen Antisemitism Task Force evolves

By Jeremy Burton

Last week, activists affili-
ated with the group “BDS 
Boston” released a so-

called “Mapping Project” – an 
offensive and inflammatory list 
of Jewish communal organiza-
tions across Greater Boston; 
blaming our community for 
the existence of Israel, and for 
all sorts of ills in our society. 
The group says it is publishing 
this list of community organiza-
tions “so that we can dismantle 
them.”

BDS Boston is the same group 
that JCRC called out last October 
when, in an explicit display of 
antisemitism, they attacked 
then-candidate Michelle Wu for 
taking donations from “sinister” 
“Zionists” – i.e., Jews in Boston.

To be clear, this week they 
didn’t just name “pro-Israel” 
advocacy groups like AIPAC or 
criticize ADL and JCRC for our 
Israel study tours for civic lead-
ers. Nor did they single out those 

who make statements defend-
ing certain actions by Israel’s 
government. They named day 
schools, cultural centers, dis-
ability service organizations 
and synagogue networks. They 
targeted groups that explicitly 
oppose the occupation, such as 
J Street, and support grassroots 
Israeli and Palestinian human 
rights activists, like New Israel 
Fund (NIF).

I want to make it clear how 
extreme this project is by quot-
ing their descriptions of two 
of our community’s most pro-
gressive organizations. It tar-
gets NIF because they “stop 
short of challenging the funda-
mentally ethnocratic and set-
tler colonial character of the 
state.” The project also frames J 
Street as attempting to “relegate 
Palestinians to the position of a 
minority group who can at best 
aspire toward increased integra-
tion into Israel’s colonial politi-
cal framework.”

As Rabbi Jill Jacobs, CEO of 

T’ruah (the progressive rabbinic 
human rights group), framed it 
this week:

You can protest Jewish orga-
nizational policies/positions 
vis-à-vis Israel all you want (or 
even boycott Israel), but once 
you call for dismantling the 
basic Jewish communal infra-
structure, you’ve crossed the 
line to antisemitism. Ditto for 
imagining that Israel has out-
sized power or is to blame for 
the U.S.’s racist policing/incar-
ceration infrastructure (which 
way predated the state of 
Israel). Criticize the ADL’s police 
exchange (which I agree they 
should not do), but racist polic-
ing goes back to slavery.

Amy Spitalnick, executive 
director of Integrity First for 
America (the folks who success-
fully sued the white suprema-
cists behind the 2017 violence in 
Charlottesville), tweeted:

There are some who argue 
in bad faith that any criticism 

A clarifying moment regarding 
BDS in Boston

continued on page 7

BDS Boston activists at a rally. 

Thank you for publishing 
this interesting article (“From 
Malden to greater heights,” 
Jewish Journal, May 12) which 
included my late sister, Nancy 
Finkelstein. 

The Malden High School 
Alumni Association is a rela-
tively new charitable organi-
zation and I encourage each 
Malden High School graduate 
to become a member. They can 
be found on Facebook. They 
provide scholarships and ful-

fill needs of students requested 
by the school. They have a tax 
number for charitable contribu-
tions. 

My sister worked on this 
committee and was quite dedi-
cated to this cause as she was 
with all her jobs in life. She is 
missed and we are pleased the 
Journal wrote about her and the 
other Jewish inductees to the 
MHSAA Hall of Fame.

Ellen Yaffe, Class of 1965
via email

Thank you, from Malden

mailto:dcoltin@lappinfounda-tion.org
mailto:dcoltin@lappinfounda-tion.org
mailto:dcoltin@lappinfounda-tion.org
mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org
http://www.jewishjournal.org
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By David M. Shribman
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

The January 6th hearings 
on Capitol Hill mark the 
end of American inno-

cence – and a jarring juncture 
for American Jews.

Of course, the end of 
American innocence has been 
proclaimed many times. It 
ended with the attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941. It ended again 
with the Army-MacArthur hear-
ings of 1954. It crashed to an end 
with the Vietnam War, and then 
again with Watergate, and for 
another time with the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Yet this time is different. And 
especially so for American Jews.

This time American inno-
cence about its safety from 
great-power attacks, or terrorist 
attacks, is not at issue. Nor the 
notion of American invincibility 
in war. Nor even the idea that the 
American presidency was the 
province of generally respect-
able figures who themselves had 
respect for the Constitution. 

This time, the innocence that 
vanished is even more searing: 
that a president would defy the 
choice of the people who ele-
vated him to the office in the 
first place – and that a president 
who didn’t win the support of 
the majority of the voters but 
nonetheless benefited from the 
peaceful rotation in office would 
deny the peaceful transfer of 
power to his successor, a fully 
elected president who did win a 
majority victory.

The succession in 2021 fol-
lowing Joe Biden’s victory was 
anything but peaceful. A mob 
rampaged the Capitol, the 
revered symbol of democratic 
rule in the United States and 
the venue for nearly four dozen 
peaceful transitions of power. 
The rioters smashed windows, 
breached the legislative cham-
bers, threatened to hang Vice 
President Mike Pence and might 
have done so had they found 
him. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi might have fared no bet-
ter.

The country swallowed the 
end of the other elements of 
its innocence. Whether it can 

swallow this frightful episode is 
the question of the hour – the 
question with implications for 
all time.

Jews, of course, have never 
been innocents. Jews may have 
been innocent in 1492, and 
again in 1938, and at countless 
momentous turning points in 
their history. But they were not 
innocents. 

Except for one nuance. Jews 
have been innocents about 
America, about the promises it 
made (and largely kept) to them, 
above all about American prom-
ise itself. Here the rule of law 
prevails. Here a family can apply 
hard work and ingenuity and 
find prosperity and happiness. 
Here the vote has always been 
theirs.

Which is why the events of 
January 6, 2021, came as a shock 
to American Jews, who, in the 
term employed by Steven T. Katz, 
the founding director of the Elie 
Wiesel Center for Judaic Studies 
at Boston University, regarded 
the United States as the goldene 
medina, which is Yiddish for the 
“golden country.” 

“And this with good reason 
as, until now, America has been 
an exception to all the rules of 
Jewish history,” he explained. 

“Unfortunately, the current situ-
ation in America, of which the 
January 6th incident is only one 
example, is undermining what 
remains of the innocence of 
American Jews.”

That innocence was well-
earned. It wasn’t until 1858 that 
British Jews could take a seat 
in Parliament without taking 
a Christian oath of office. But 
David Levy Yulee was elected 

to the Senate from Florida 
13 years earlier, followed by 
Judah P. Benjamin in 1853; 
the Louisiana lawmaker later 
held three Cabinet posts in the 
Confederacy, including secre-
tary of state. Lewis Charles Levin 
of Pennsylvania was the first Jew 
in the House of Representatives, 

taking his seat in 1845 – ironi-
cally, as a member of the nativ-
ist American (or Know Nothing) 
Party.

All of which goes some dis-
tance to explain why Jews have 
regarded the United States 
as more than a safe harbor. It 
explains, moreover, why Jews 
have had a special loyalty to 
the democratic values that the 
country has espoused and why 
they view with special fear any 
disruption in the customs and 
procedures that protect the 
political system.

“From the days of the Old 
Testament, Jews have been 
persecuted by all kinds of 
groups,” said Ron Kaufman, 
national committeeman of the 
Massachusetts Republican Party. 
“They’ve been slaves, they’ve 
been killed, they’ve been victims 
of anti-Semitism. Anything that 
threatens democracy makes 
Jews particularly nervous.” 

The January 6 hearings have 
set out the contemporary threats 
to democratic rule in sharp 
relief. There were claims of elec-
tion fraud that were themselves 
fraudulent. There was an effort 
to ignore election results that 
were clear and were upheld by 
dozens of judges in scores of 

court cases. There was a riot at 
the Capitol, a building, bathed 
in light of a late January evening, 
that stood as a besieged symbol 
of a political system under the 
gravest threat. 

Precisely 160 years earlier, 
Abraham Lincoln left a train at 
Washington’s Union Station, at 
the foot of Capitol Hill, to take 
command of a country that was 
falling asunder. When he looked 
up that hill he saw scaffolding 
on the Capitol – an apt meta-
phor for his task, which was to 
build up, to preserve, the Union 
rather than to preside over its 
demise. He did so, and did more 
than save the country. He pre-
served its values, and enhanced 
and enlarged them.

He also said: “That I am not 
a member of any Christian 
Church, is true; but I have 
never denied the truth of the 
Scriptures; and I have never 
spoken with intentional disre-
spect of religion in general.”

He did more than that, too. 
He employed the language of 
religion in his quest.

The scholar Earl Schwartz 
pointed out in the Journal of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association 
20 years ago that the man 
who would become the 16th 
president spoke of his com-
mitment to the Declaration 
of Independence and the 
Constitution by mobilizing the 
language of Psalm 137, saying 
in a speech at Independence 
Hall in the month before he was 
inaugurated, “‘May my right 
hand lose its cunning and my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth’ if ever I prove false to 
those teachings.”

The task of the January 6th 
committee is to examine a peri-
od when Americans proved false 
to those teachings. The country 
might have snoozed during the 
hearings. But Jews awakened as 
if from a nightmare.

David M. Shribman, who 
won a Pulitzer Prize as Wash
ington bureau chief of The 
Boston Globe, is executive editor 
emeritus of the Pittsburgh Post
Gazette and teaches at Carnegie 
Mellon University and McGill 
University.

Photo: Wikipedia
Insurrections at the Captiol on Jan. 6, 2021. 

January 6, 2021: Awakening to a nightmare

or boycott of Israel or the settlements is 
antisemitic. That is false. But this? This is 
antisemitism. Conflating Jews with Israel, 
seeking to “dismantle” Jewish commu-
nity, age-old tropes about Jewish control 
… it’s classic.

We are grateful to the political leaders 
who have already made strong state-
ments in opposition to the map. Cong-
ressman Seth Moulton called it “danger-
ous” “irresponsible” and “an antisemitic 
enemies list.” Congressman Ritchie 
Torres tweeted that “Scape goating is a 
common symptom of Antisemitism, 
which at its core is a conspiracy theory.” 
Congresswoman Kath erine Clark called it 
“alarming and reminiscent of a danger-
ous history of identifying and tracking 
Jewish people.” 

And I want to draw your attention 
to Congressman Jake Auchincloss, who 
strongly condemned the map and the 
mappers:

“This is just chilling to me. It is tapping 
into millennia-old antisemitic tropes 
about nefarious Jewish wealth, control, 
conspiracy, media connections and polit-

ical string-pulling.”
For those who had any doubt, this is 

a clarifying moment regarding the BDS 
agenda in Boston. The movement indis-
putably seeks the elimination of the State 
of Israel, the removal of the Jewish people 
from our ancient homeland, and the dis-
mantling of Boston’s 
Jewish communal 
infrastructure. It tar-
gets our children and 
our religious, and cul-
tural spaces.

Now, some will 
reasonably question 
whether it is wise to 
amplify these attacks 
on our community, 
fearing that our con-
demnation might 
give them the air-
time that they seek. Though I understand 
that concern, by the time our community 
came back online after Shavuot to learn 
about this map, it had already been cov-
ered by some major media outlets and 
had been condemned by Israel’s foreign 

ministry. More importantly, JCRC and 
our member organizations were hearing 
from many members of the community 
who had been named individually – as 
staff and board members of these organi-
zations – and by those who worried about 
the safety of their own spaces and the 

places their children 
gather. We couldn’t 
ignore it.

But there’s anoth-
er reason why it 
would be dangerous 
to ignore the project. 
BDS Boston may be 
a fringe group here 
in Boston. However, 
(and not for the first 
time) groups with 
more credibility 
amplified the mes-

sage and endorsed it. Mass Peace Action 
(MPA), which also rushed to BDS Boston’s 
defense in October, retweeted support 
for it. MPA sits in certain alliances of pro-
gressives in our Commonwealth. They 
meet with and endorse candidates. There 

are public officials who amplify them and 
lend them credibility.

As I told Jewish Insider, there need to 
be “consequences” in the relationships 
that mainstream progressive leaders hold 
with those like MPA, who are actively in 
the business of defending and amplifying 
antisemitism. We cannot ignore extrem-
ist behavior on the left and tell ourselves 
it is only the marginal voices. When we do 
so, we allow the Overton Window to shift 
in regard to what is acceptable in our 
discourse. Six months ago, it was Jewish 
donors to local Democratic politics who 
were attacked, and that was ignored by 
most civic leaders (except for us and 
ADL). Now it’s the broad fabric of our 
community.

JCRC and all of our friends and part-
ners will continue to thrive in the face of 
attacks against our community. We will 
not be intimidated. And we expect others 
to take a stand as well.

Jeremy Burton is the Executive Director 
of the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Greater Boston.

This is antisemitism.  
Conflating Jews with  

Israel, seeking to  
“dismantle” Jewish  
community, age-old  
tropes about Jewish  
control ... it’s classic. 

Whether the U.S. 
can swallow this 

frightful episode is the 
question of the hour 
– the question with 

implications for  
all time. 

A clarifying moment regarding BDS in Boston
from page 6
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IN THE IN THE 
SADDLE!SADDLE!
Haven’t ridden in a while? The smooth, powerful  
boost of a pedal assist electric bicycle helps you get 
out for exercise, enjoy the outdoors and feel that 
kid-like freedom you only  
get while riding a bike.

Check out our selection 
of acoustic and electric  
bikes at Marblehead  
and Salem Cycle.

We also offer  
pick-up and  
delivery from  
Cape Ann to Nahant.

To schedule service or check our inventory, go to:  
www.salemcycle.com  Come visit either of our locations:

SALEM CYCLE, INC.
72 Washington Street, Salem, MA 01970  |  978-741-2222

MARBLEHEAD CYCLE
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JUNE 24, 1987 
 Arabs Stage National Equality Strike

Arabs hold an Equality Day strike, organized by the National 
Committee of Local Arab Council Heads, to seek an end to discrim-
ination against Israeli Arabs. The leading demand of the strikers is 
for Jewish and Arab local authorities to receive the same per capita 
funding. Moshe Arens, the government minister for Arab affairs, 
dismisses the strike as “Communist incitement,” but the govern-
ment increases funding for Arab communities.

JUNE 25, 2009
Bridge of Strings Opens

Jerusalem holds a $500,000 extravaganza to inaugurate the 
Chords Bridge, also known as the Bridge of Strings, to serve pedes-
trians and the new light-rail system at the entrance to the city. 
Its designer, Santiago Calatrava, has built more than 40 bridges 
around the world, including a pedestrian bridge in Petah Tikvah, 
but says this is his favorite. The 1,180-foot-long bridge features 66 
white steel cables hanging from a 384-foot spire.

JUNE 26, 1944 

 GOP Platform Supports 
Jewish State

The Republican National Convention 
in Chicago for the first time in its plat-
form supports the creation of a Jewish 
state in Palestine. Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver, who heads the American Zionist 
Emergency Council, delivers the invo-
cation at the convention and calls for 
the Democrats to likewise endorse 
Zionism. The Democratic National 
Convention in July does back unlim-
ited Jewish immigration to Palestine 
and, ultimately, a Jewish state.

JUNE 27, 1945 

Shin Bet Head Ami Ayalon  
is Born

Ami Ayalon, who leads the Shin Bet 
security service and Israel’s navy, is born 
in Tiberias. He earns the Medal of Valor, 
Israel’s highest military decoration, for 
helping capture Egypt’s Green Island 
as a naval commando despite being 
wounded several times in the battle. He 
commands the navy from 1992 to 1996, 
when he is put in charge of the Shin Bet. 
He retires in 2000. He represents Labor 
in the Knesset from 2006 to 2009.

Center for Israel Education www.israeled.org 

Today in Israeli History

Israeli Arab politician Tawfiq Toubi addresses residents in the Arab 
city of Sakhnin in one of many demonstrations over the years against 
discrimination.

By Moshe Milner, Israeli Government Press Office
The Bridge of Strings is prominent in an aerial view of the entrance 
to Jerusalem in 2011.

GOP presidential nominee 
Thomas Dewey’s support 
for a Jewish stat.

Ami Ayalon speaks at the 
President’s Residence
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ANNOUNCING NEW PRODUCTS!!!
This summer we will be introducing 

new items every week! 
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Stop by and 
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• homemade  
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is
Domestic abuse

a Jewish Issue

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. Help is available if you want to talk,  
ask questions, and learn more. Calls are also welcome from 

friends, family, clergy, and other community members. 

This project was partially supported by the Massachusetts Office for Victim Assistance 
through a Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA) grant from the Office for Victims of 
Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 

The Jewish Domestic Violence Coalition (JDVC) 
of Greater Boston unites concerned organizations 
and individuals in an effective response to 
domestic abuse in the Jewish community.  
Visit www.jfcsboston.org/jdvc for more information.

Does your partner/spouse?
• Make it difficult for you to 

see family and friends?
• Make decisions for you?
•  Frighten or hurt you?

Do you:
• Feel like you are walking on 

eggshells?
• Feel disrespected?
• Feel like things are getting worse?

SAFELINK: 877-785-2020
Confidential 24/7  
toll-free hotline

JOURNEY TO SAFETY: 781-647-5327 
Free and confidential domestic abuse  

program of Jewish Family & Children’s Service

July 7-10, 2022
In-person at the Yiddish Book Center. 
Tickets at yiddishbookcenter.org

1021 West Street, Amherst, MA 01002
413.256.4900  yiddishbookcenter.org

By Rich Tenorio
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

For Arlington resident Yelena 
Lembersky, writing a mem-
oir with her mother Galina 
Lembersky about their life as 
Jews in the Soviet Union was 
difficult but necessary. It illu-
minated not only the injus-
tices they had suffered under 
the Soviet regime, but also the 
family connection to Holocaust 
history: Her grandfather, Felix 
Lembersky, is credited with the 
first artistic representations of 
the infamous 1941 Nazi massa-
cre of Soviet Jews at Babi Yar in 
Ukraine. The site is also known 
by its Ukrainian spelling, Babyn 
Yar.

The Lemberskys’ mem-
oir, “Like a Drop of Ink in a 
Downpour,” was published ear-
lier this year. Yelena Lembersky 
has spoken about the book at 
two Cambridge landmarks – 
the Harvard Coop and Porter 
Square Books. She also had a 
letter to The New Yorker pub-
lished referencing a develop-
ment that was halted by the war 
in Ukraine: Two of her grand-
father’s paintings were sched-
uled to be sent to the Babyn 
Yar Holocaust Memorial Center, 
where they would be publicly 
exhibited in Eastern Europe for 
the first time.

Even today, a decade after 
the memoir project began, 
some passages are too dif-
ficult for Yelena to reread, she 
acknowledged in a recent tele-
phone interview. As  she and 
her mother were preparing to 
emigrate from the USSR, her 
mother was arrested and sen-
tenced on trumped-up charg-
es. While incarcerated, Galina 
wrote letters to her daughter, 
including a poem with the sen-
tence, “forgive me for the false 
sense of well-being, the fact that 
I am not with you.”

“The letters are very diffi-
cult,” Yelena said. “They make 
it real.”

Galina wrote her first letter 
from the Kresti prison in 1981, 
as her daughter was about to 
turn 12. She smuggled it out on a 
page from a notebook. It includ-
ed a numbered set of instruc-
tions on how her daughter 
should live her life. Yelena finds 
it easier to speak about another 
letter that her mother sent after 
being transferred to the Sablina 
labor camp for women. In this 
letter, Galina criticized a short 
story her daughter had sent her.

Calling the letter both criti-
cal and funny, Yelena sums it 
up as follows: “You do your 
mothering thing, criticize your 
daughter on writing … She was 
an unbearable perfectionist. I 
wonder if it helped shape my 
attitude toward writing.”

Educated as an artist at pres-
tigious schools in the USSR, 
Yelena went on to get an under-
graduate degree in fine art from 
the University of Michigan after 
she emigrated. She eventu-
ally became an architect, then 
turned to writing. Her first book 
chronicled her grandfather’s life 
and occasioned the one time 
she went back to Russia since 
arriving in the US.

Her latest book required 
some persuading.

“My mother didn’t want to 
write it,” Yelena said. “I always 

wanted to write it.” The original 
focus, she added, was on “what 
the KGB … did in the case of an 
innocent woman with a child, 
put her to prison for nothing.”

It expanded to include a 
larger family narrative. While 
writing it, Yelena re-evaluated 
her relationship with her father, 
who had become estranged 
from her mother.

“For better or worse, he was a 
part of my life,” she said. “I think 
he loved me. He was flawed. He 
was no hero. He represented 
the system, or worked for that 
system … I don’t have the right 
to judge him.”

Yelena also discusses her 
childhood home of Leningrad 
(now St. Petersburg) and its 
long connection to her fam-
ily. The city endured a devas-
tating German siege in World 
War II, from 1941 to 1944, with 
some 1 million deaths. Yelena’s 
maternal grandparents both 
lived there at the time. At a 
bomb shelter, her grandmother 
helped feed other residents with 
a stash of candy during a time of 
starvation.

“She always said willpower is 
everything in life,” Yelena said. 
“It was the heroism of everyday 
people.”

Growing up, Yelena recalled 
learning much about certain 
parts of Russian history, such 
as celebrated moments from 
World War II, but not about the 
devastation the war wrought on 
Soviet Jewry.

“Babi Yar was the biggest 
massacre of Soviet Jews,” Yelena 
said. “It became emblematic of 
the mass Holocaust sites, the 
terrible murder of Soviet Jews 
in Moldova, Ukraine, Belarus. 
Everywhere the Nazis went, 
they executed Jews by shoot-
ing.”

While the Soviets drove out 
the Nazis, life for Jews in the 
postwar USSR was difficult.

“There was only one syna-
gogue in Leningrad,” Yelena 
said. “We would go there. That 
was very dangerous. My mother 
took classes in Hebrew in the 
1970s. Just by taking lessons in 
Hebrew, you became a dissi-
dent. In those classes, the peo-
ple who went to class were fol-
lowed by the KGB … My mother 
had great courage to participate 
in those classes.”

She said that in school, 
“Jewish history didn’t exist, 
Jewish language … no one talk-
ed about the Holocaust.”

Her grandmother did not tell 
her that her grandfather’s par-
ents were victims of the Shoah.

“I remember the words ‘Babi 

Yar’ as a child,” Yelena said. “I 
remember those paintings … 
Guests came in to see my grand-
father’s paintings. Everyone 
stood up in silence. I asked my 
grandmother and mother, what 
was Babi Yar? My grandmother 
took the paintings away.”

When Yelena relocated to 
Cambridge, she researched 
her grandfather’s birthplace in 
Berdichev, Ukraine. She found 
his parents’ names on a list at 
Yad Vashem.

“All of a sudden, it started to 
make sense,” she said. “It was 
the reason he did the paintings. 
It was not abstract. He was por-
traying his parents.”

How ‘the heroism of everyday people’ 
infuses a searing family memoir

Galina Lembersky (right) in the mid 1960s and Yelena Lembersky 
(left) in 1974.
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Independent, Assisted & Memory Care Living

224 Salem Street, Swampscott
781-619-3401
residencevinninsquare.com

Contact us to reserve your spot 
on our Priority Waitlist.

An LCB Senior Living Community: More Than 25 Years of Excellence

Love Where 
You Live!

– Thomas and Ruth

Here, all of our 
favorite places 
are just around 

the corner.

“

”

By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

There is not a shred of tik-
kun olam (repair the world) in 
Gloucester Stage Company’s 
production of “Gloria.” The 
two-hour play instead takes us 
on a ride on the rollercoaster 
that is the essence of a 2010s 
Manhattan cultural maga-
zine’s editorial assistant bull-
pen subculture. (Its playwright, 
Branden Jacobs-Jenkins, 
worked at The New Yorker for 
three years). 

These players are unapol-
ogetic and clear about their 
singular goal: to leave their 
dead-end, stepping-stone jobs, 
climb out of the prestige-less 
depths of editorial assistant-
ship and secure a book deal 
before turning thirty. Each is 
constantly on the backstabbing 
prowl in search of that tipping-
point moment that will cata-
pult them out of their murky 
office pit.

Reminiscent of the long-
running television hit, “The 
Office,” the first act is an enter-
taining mash-up of deadpan 
humor, smart and provocative 
language and near slapstick-
caliber physicality. The dia-
logue is full of wit, sarcasm, 
social commentary and sharp 
insight, delivered at breakneck 
speed. Competitive malice is 
the glue that binds these folks; 
shredding insults is their com-
mon language. 

No one is happy and no 

one is to be trusted, from the 
Harvard intern (Miles) who 
wears headphones as a decoy 
to the jaded almost 30-year-
old closet memoirist (Dean), 
from the acid-tongued spoiled 
shopaholic narcissist (Kendra) 
to the spiritually eviscerated 
factchecker (Lorin) and over-
educated, underpaid recep-
tionist (Ani).

Yet, in their individual and 
collective ways, this motley 
crew of wannabes somehow 
endears themselves as they 
bare their fangs, souls and vul-
nerabilities. They become like 
family — with all its good, bad 
and ugliness – and we accept 
and appreciate the way they 
unapologetically let it all hang 
out. Bryn Boice’s thoughtful 

and affective direction exposes 
their naked underbellies, yet 
leaves room for our caring and 
empathy. We may not like these 
characters, but we “get” them.

Into this mix enters Gloria, 
a pathetic and classic spinster 
loner who has dedicated her 
life to the magazine. An editor, 
she is the butt of more than 
one cruel joke and the object 
of the bullpen’s collective ven-
omous envy. The night before, 
she threw herself an extravagant 
birthday party, complete with 
DJ and catered food. She invit-
ed the entire staff of the maga-
zine; only one editorial assistant 
showed up, adding salt to an 
already unhealable wound.

The repercussions of this 
slight go beyond hangovers and 

lame excuses, but it would be 
truly criminal to reveal what 
they are. Suffice it to say that 
Act I’s ending guarantees that 
no one is likely to leave during 
intermission.

Act II shifts gears so dramat-
ically the audience is at risk of 
whiplash. Eight months later, 
the same characters are still 
front and center, but as indi-
viduals leading separate lives 
away from the magazine. All 
are dealing with the aftermath 
of a shared trauma that each 
exploits their own way. Gone is 
Jacobs-Jenkins’ spicy, electric-
paced dialogue, replaced by 
the dull and relentless thrum 
of boundless, humorless ambi-
tion. 

No one could accuse Jacobs-
Jenkins of hiding the ball. His 
message – that we live in an 
age of exploitation that has no 
bottom – weighs heavy and 
depressing without the fleet-
footed wit he brought to his 
first act, and it’s a weary audi-
ence that welcomes the play’s 
end.

Despite an uneven script 
and inconclusive ending, 
Gloucester Stage’s produc-
tion is definitely worth seeing. 
Small touches add a lot. Props 
such as ASUS and Toshiba lap-
tops (remember those?) and a 
sound track of J.S. Bach: Mass 
in B minor-lite (“Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo”) ground us in the 
moment. The cast is terrific, 
and does its best to articulate 
Act I’s rapid-fire monologues 

clearly (strong standouts are 
Michael Wood as Dean and 
the talented Teresa Langford 
as Ani; Michael Broadhurst’s 
meltdown as Lorin gives Peter 
Finch’s “Network” classic stiff 
competition). Esme Allen 
brings an unpretentious ease 
to Act II’s Nan. And Boice miss-
es no chance to add meaning-
ful touches; under her direc-
tion, changing sets becomes 
an opportunity for whimsical 
choreography.

A Pulitzer Prize finalist in 
2016, “Gloria” raises important 
issues for this era of continu-
ing confusion and division over 
what constitutes news and how 
(and by whom) it should get 
disseminated. Do bystanders 
and other third parties have 
standing to tell their version 
of an event that touched them 
just peripherally? What are the 
differences between storytell-
ing as news, catharsis, oppor-
tunism and exploitation? Do 
those lines even still exist? 

Most importantly, Jacobs-
Jenkins drills down on this 
question: When the protagonist 
can’t or won’t tell her side of the 
story, who gets to decide what 
that “true” version is? 

A version of this review first 
appeared at TheaterMirror.net.

Presented by Gloucester 
Stage Company, 267 East Main 
St., Gloucester through June 26. 
For more information and tick-
ets, go to: gloucesterstage.com

‘Gloria’: A winding rat race in two very different acts

Photo: Shawn G. Henry
Cast of Gloucester Stage’s production of ‘Gloria’ by Branden Jacob-
Jenkins. 
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See our stunning floor plans! 
Call 1-888-218-7506 for your free brochure,  
or visit BrooksbyVillage.com.
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Brooksby Village

No matter your budget or style, you’ll find the  
perfect, maintenance-free apartment home at  
the North Shore’s premier community. 

• Choose from a wide variety of floor plans

• Discover freedom from house repairs

• Enjoy resort-style amenities steps from
your door!

North Shore
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Make no mistake: “A Beautiful 
Noise: The Neil Diamond Story” 
– in its pre-Broadway tryout at 
the Emerson Colonial Theatre – 
is no jukebox musical. As Tony 
Award-winning director Michael 
Mayer (“Spring Awakening”) 
recently told the Journal, “We’re 
not re-creating. It's a celebra-
tion of his music.” Calling "A 
Beautiful Noise” a "very emo-
tional show,” he explained, “It’s 
the journey of a man all through 
his life.”

That journey, Mayer submit-
ted, is “a very organic process.” 
Book author Anthony McCarten 
(an Academy Award-nominated 
writer), has focused on mak-
ing the show a very personal 
one. “Basically,” Mayer noted, 
“the whole show takes place 
in [Diamond’s] mind. It’s more 
abstract.” With the now 81-year-
old Brooklyn Jewish singer-
songwriter’s feelings in mind, 
there were long interviews with 
him, some on Zoom. “The con-
cept is a man looking at his own 
life as opposed to a show busi-
ness story,” Mayer stressed. 

While no jukebox musical, 
the biographical musical “A 
Beautiful Noise” gives full atten-
tion to Diamond’s music (“The 
songs have such staying power,” 
Mayer said). Expect to hear 
such iconic songs as “Solitary 
Man,” “Cracklin’ Rosie,” “Sweet 
Caroline,” “Red, Red Wine,” 
“Shiloh,” “Song Sung Blue,” 
“Love on the Rocks,” “September 
Morn” and “America.” No mere 
chronological musical, Mayer 
assured, the show will demon-
strate Diamond’s “individual 
connections” to his wide-rang-
ing repertoire. 

“We go where the songs go,” 
he said. “The range is stylis-
tic and emotional. That is our 
number one agenda – looking 
at the connections in a sophis-
ticated, elegant and artful way.”

At the same time, the musi-
cal deals with the enduring per-
former’s ups and downs along 
the way. “He was a struggling 
songwriter,” Mayer said. “He 
suffered from a lot of depres-
sion. Sometimes he focused on 
the music at the expense of fam-
ily and friends.” 

McCarten’s book – which 
stretches from the 1960s to his 
performing retirement (he con-
tinues to compose and record) 
– will cover Diamond’s work 
at the renowned Brill Building 
and with Bang Records and 
the impact of frequent col-

laborator Ellie Greenwich and 
other “people who have key 
emotional value.” Mayer (who 
received a camera as a bar mitz-
vah gift before he moved from 
film interest to theater focus) 
promised “a key moment” – 
“something clearly rooted in his 
[Diamond’s] Jewish heritage. As 
an American Jew, it resonates 
for me.” 

Also likely to resonate, 
according to Mayer, is the 
show’s universal message about 
self-examination. “It’s about 
who are you? How do you rec-
ognize yourself?” 

Collaborating on this per-
sonal-universal show are other 
major theater makers besides 
Mayer. Bob Gaudio, Four 
Seasons singer-songwriter (of 
“Jersey Boys” fame), produced 
six of Diamond’s albums and 
such movie soundtracks as “The 
Jazz Singer.” Gaudio, a longtime 
friend of Diamond’s, shares 
production with Ken Davenport 
and orchestrations with Sonny 
Paladino and Brian Usifer. 
Olivier Award winner Steven 
Hoggett is creating the show’s 
choreography (which Mayer 
described as “very organic and 
very expressive”). Tony Award 
nominee Will Swenson will 
play Diamond – then, and Tony 
nominee Mark Jacoby will play 
Diamond – now. Jessie Fisher 
will portray Diamond’s first wife 
Jayne Posner, and Tony nomi-
nee Robyn Hurder will portray 
second wife Marcia Murphey. 
(Third wife Katie McNeil “has 
been very involved in the pro-
duction.”). IRNE Award nomi-
nee Linda Powell portrays 
Doctor. Tom Alan Robbins plays 
Diamond’s father Kieve (Akiva) 
and Bri Sudia plays his mother 
Rose as well as Ellie Greenwich.

As for the ensemble play-
ers, Mayer noted, “They are 
the beautiful noise (the title, 
of course, taken from one of 
Diamond’s albums). They 
embody the music.”

“A Beautiful Noise: The Neil 
Diamond Story,” pre-Broadway 
tryout at Emerson Colonial 
Theatre, through July 31. 617-
824-8400 and emersoncolonial-
theatre.org

‘A Beautiful Noise’ comes to 
Emerson Colonial Theatre

While no jukebox 
musical, the biographical 

musical gives full 
attention to Diamond’s 

music.

Photo: Jenny Anderson/Courtesy of “A Beautiful Noise” 
Will Swenson, who plays a young Neil Diamond, rehearsing with the 
cast of “A Beautiful Noise.” 
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  Help change 
  the way we age.

Generous donors to Hebrew SeniorLife’s 
Age of Opportunity are helping to redefi ne aging, 
and with your support, we’ll never stop working to 
advance the fi eld of senior care. Because when 
we’re at our best, seniors can be, too. 

Support seniors from all walks of life at AgeOfOpportunity.org

Goddard House offers residents enriching everyday 
experiences aimed at promoting independence, inspiring 
curiosity and encouraging connection with others.

•  Spacious studio, one & two bedroom apartments
•  Concierge-style services & wellness offerings
•  EnrichedLIFE experiences & adventures
•  •  Olmsted Memory Support programs backed by research and
   designed to treat the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease
•  Award-winning brain healthy cuisine
•  Expansive dining, �tness, technology & outdoor amenities
•  Onsite rehabilitation services
•  SAGECare Accreditation for LGBT Cultural Competency
•  Unique short-term and trial stay option with “no minimum stay” requirement! 
    Stay as long or as short as you need.    Stay as long or as short as you need.

ENRICH. 
ENGAGE.
TOGETHER.

165 Chestnut Street
Brookline, MA

617.731.8500
GoddardHouse.org

Call or textto schedule 
a tour!

SHORT-TERM STAYS AT
CORNERSTONE ARE A

Perfect Summer 
Solution

ASSISTED LIVING & COMPASS MEMORY SUPPORT
175 Revere Street, Canton MA
781.821.3616  I  CornerstoneCanton.com

Whether you need a weekend away for yourself or a two-month recovery 
after a hospitalization, our unique “no minimum stay” policy gives the 
flexibility your family needs.

•  TEST OUT THE EXPERIENCE OF A NEW HOME: Utilize a “no strings” trial 
    run to see if our community is the right fit before making a commitment 
    to move.

•  GIVE A FAMILY CAREGIVER A BREAK: Our team can take over caring for 
    your loved one while you take time to recharge — for vacation, business     your loved one while you take time to recharge — for vacation, business 
    travel, or when caregivers simply need a rest.

•  EASE THE TRANSITION AFTER A HOSPITALIZATION: A short-term Assisted 
    Living stay can help bridge the gap if home isn’t the safest option and 
    reduce the likelihood of re-hospitalization.

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare, a 
highly respected leader in car-
ing for seniors and the disabled, 
is proud to announce that it has 
been certified as a Great Place to 
Work. The certification process 
involved surveying employees 
on more than 60 elements relat-
ed to their work environment. 

This certification was 
bestowed upon Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare by the Great Place to 
Work Institute and its senior 
care partner Activated Insights, 
a global authority on high-trust, 
high-performance workplace 
cultures. Employees were sur-
veyed about such topics as com-
munity impact, belief that their 
work makes a difference, and 
the feeling their work environ-
ment is safe. Rankings are based 
on employees’ experiences, no 
matter who they are or what they 
do. Other organizations that 
have received this prestigious 
designation include American 
Express, Hilton, Target, Marriott 
Hotels & Resorts, St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
and Whole Foods Market.

“I am so proud that our 
employees feel our organiza-
tion is a great place to work,” 
said Adam Berman, chief exec-
utive officer of Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare. “They are what make 
this organization so special 
and it’s gratifying to know they 
really enjoy the work environ-
ment. Our employees support 
our residents and families in so 
many important ways. Clearly, 
this designation is a testament 
to the culture they have helped 
build.”

“Great Place to Work 
Certification™ isn’t something 
that comes easily – it takes ongo-
ing dedication to the employee 
experience,” said Sarah Lewis-
Kulin, vice president of global 
recognition at Great Place to 
Work. “It’s the only official rec-
ognition determined by employ-
ees’ real-time reports of their 
company culture. Earning this 
designation means that Chelsea 
Jewish Lifecare is one of the best 

companies to work for in the 
country.”

The Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
residences and agencies include 
the Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates, Shapiro-Rudolph Adult 
Day Health Center and Jeffrey 
and Susan Brudnick Center for 
Living in Peabody; the Katzman 
Family Center for Living, 
Cohen Florence Levine Estates, 
Florence & Chafetz Home for 
Specialized Care, Chelsea 
Jewish VNA and Hospice, and 
the Leonard Florence Center for 
Living, all in Chelsea.

Berman noted the original 
goal of the survey was to receive 
candid feedback from employ-
ees. “It was a pleasant surprise 
to be honored with this certi-
fication,” stated Berman. He 
emphasized that the employee 
responses are a valuable tool 
for the continued growth of the 
organization. “I have personally 
read each and every comment 
and will take to heart all sugges-
tions and recommendations.” 
Added Berman, “We have creat-
ed a supportive, caring, and pro-
ductive culture, which translates 
to the high-quality care we pro-
vide to our residents. But there 
is work to do to further improve. 
Such improvement will always 
be our first priority.”

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
received this certification along 
with Legacy Lifecare, the net-
work of not-for-profit organiza-
tions of which it is a founding 
affiliate and member. Other 
affiliates include JGS Lifecare 
of Longmeadow, Deutsches 
Altenheim of West Roxbury, and 
Elizabeth Seton Residence and 
Marillac Residence of Wellesley. 

Chelsea Jewish Lifecare 
certified as a 2022 Great 
Place to Work

“I am so proud that 
our employees feel our 
organization is a great 

place to work.” 
             – Adam Berman

SPONSORED CONTENT



By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Many years before the 1619 
Project – the New York Times’ 
chronicle of when the first 
African slaves arrived on the 
American continent 400 years 
before – two Jews created the 
groundbreaking musical “1776.”

On Broadway in 1969, 
composer Sherman Edwards 
and book author Peter Stone 
confronted the Continental 
Congress’ debate about con-
demning slavery in the 
Declaration of Independence.  
Edwards, who taught history, 
and Stone, the son of a history 
teacher, extensively researched 
the meetings that led to that his-
toric if compromised document 
for their Tony Award-winning 
production. 

Now, codirectors Jeffrey 
L. Page and Diane Paulus are 
bringing new and very timely 
attention to the Declaration in 
a powerfully staged revival at 
the Loeb Drama Center copre-
sented by American Repertory 
Theatre and Roundabout 
Theatre Company. 

Provocatively, the diverse 
cast of the A.R.T.-RTC revival 
includes female, nonbinary, 
and trans actors. If the casting 
calls to mind the inclusion of 
African-American and Hispanic 
actors in the Tony-winning 
“Hamilton,” then this “1776” 
also should serve as a timely 
reminder that the actual “all 
men are created equal” in the 
Declaration excluded women, 
African-Americans, and anyone 
LGBTQ. 

There is commanding work 
by the performers playing the 
lead Continental Congress fig-
ures.  Crystal Lucas-Perry has 
all of John Adams’ passion for 
independence and obstinacy 
in dealing with fellow con-
gressmen. Lucas-Perry brings 
satisfying tenderness to the 
Massachusetts legislator’s letter-
driven “Till Then” duets with 
Allyson Kaye-Dani. 

Elizabeth A. Davis captures 
the reserve of Thomas Jefferson 
in dealing with the outspoken 
Adams and compromising with 
Southern congressmen who 
demand the deletion of the con-
demnation of slavery. Patrena 
Murray makes the most of 
Benjamin Franklin’s humorous 
quips and iconoclastic demean-
or as he strongly endorses the 
establishment of “a new nation-
ality, a new nation.”

Equally impressive are 
the cast members playing the 
more conservative speakers. 
Joanna Glushak is a standout 
as Pennsylvania gadfly John 
Dickinson – whether facing off 
against Adams, cozying up to 
Southern counterparts, or refus-
ing to sign the Declaration while 
promising to fight with the 
Continental Army. 

Director Page – doubling as 
choreographer – gives Glushak 
and the other cast members 
playing the property-driven 
conservatives a sharp minuet 
that reflects their grandiosity. At 
other times, Adams, Franklin, 
and Jefferson have well-danced 
soft-shoe moments.  Sara 
Porkalob catches South Carolina 
legislator Edward Rutledge’s 
ferocious defense of slavery in 
“Molasses to Rum” – the musi-

cal’s best and most disturbing 
number.

Standouts in support are 
Eryn LeCroy as Martha Jefferson 
and Salome Smith as Courier. 
LeCroy combines an opera-
worthy delivery and notable 
mischievousness on “He Plays 
the Violin.”  Smith brings heart-
breaking angst to the war griev-
ing of “Mama Look Sharp.” 

Very early on, the chorus-

like legislators call on Adams 
to open up a window at their 
hot Philadelphia meeting. With 
their welcome updating, Page 
and Paulus bring timely fresh air 
to Edwards’ and Stone’s valuable 
ongoing history lesson.

“1776” runs through July 24 
at the Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle St., Cambridge. For tick-
ets, visit www.amrep.org
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THE WOODLANDS INN CAN TURN WORRY, FEAR, AND LONELINESS INTO

the joy of community and
connection.

575 Osgood Street | North Andover, MA 01845 | TheWoodlandsInn.org
The Woodlands Inn at Edgewood is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Mountains of research have clearly demonstrated the value of human connection for 
creating joy and improving overall well-being. And for those experiencing physical or 
cognitive challenges, being surrounded by friends and having consistent access to care  
is even more important.

Assisted Living and Memory Support at The Woodlands Inn offers a small-home model 
that supports each resident’s maximum independence while also fostering social interaction, 
engagement, and friendship. With personal attention from dedicated Innkeepers, residents 
thrive — and their families have peace of mind in knowing their loved one is happy, active, 
and well cared for.

Call 978-725-3300 or visit TheWoodlandsInn.org to schedule a personal tour 
and see the difference innovative, small-home assisted living can make.

It’s completely normal to have mixed emotions 
about choosing Assisted Living for someone you 
love. Scan this QR code with your smartphone’s 
camera (no app needed) to read our blog for 
information and encouragement that can help you 
make peace with your decision.

Elegant Independent and  
Assisted Living, with  

Exceptional Alzheimer’s Care 

92 West Street, Wilmington, MA. Just off I-93 at Exit 38.

978-988-2300  •  WindsorPlaceOfWilmington.com

WINDSOR PLACE
O F  W I L M I N G T O N

An Assisted Living Residence

W

Try us...you’ll love us! Enjoy the
food and activities. Just relax! 

Ask about our

30 DAY 

TRIAL STAY

Pesach Sameach!

A revolutionary revival of ‘1776’ 
fires up Harvard Square

The cast of ‘1776’

http://www.amrep.org


Lyubov (Luba) Barak, née 
Varshavskaya, 94, of Lynn and 
formerly a long-time resident of 
Newton, beloved wife of Boris 
Barak of blessed memory, died 
June 11, 2022.

She was born in Ukraine. 
During the Holocaust, she and 
her sister escaped from a Nazi 
concentration camp and were 
miraculously reunited with 
their mother. She was a highly 
respected physics teacher for 
many decades.

Luba was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother. She is survived by 
her daughter Dr. Anna Litvak 
and her husband Alex Litvak of 
Marblehead, her grandson Dr. 
Paul Litvak of Houston, Texas, 
her grandson David Litvak 
and his wife Gail Schwartz of 
Arlington, her great-grand-
daughters Olivia and Avery, 
nieces Dr. Irena Sheyn and Dr. 
Natalie Turchin of Jacksonville, 
Fla., and their families.

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Luba’s memory to the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute. Visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsa-
lem.com.

ASK ABOUT OUR PRE-PLANNING SAVINGS.
CREMATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE.
No synagogue or temple affiliation required.

polcemetery@gmail.com
(978) 594-4249 • www.prideoflynn.org

PRIDE OF LYNN CEMETERY 
AND CHEVRA MISHNA
89 LAKE SHORE ROAD, LYNN, MA 01904

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore  
Jewish and interfaith families since 1920.

Compassionate personalized service. Individual and  
multiple lots available with competitive pricing. 

Serving Boston and the Greater North Shore
Jewish and Interfaith families since 1920. 

Multiple lots available with competitive pricing
Traditional burials and inurnments (cremations) available.

Предоставляем ритуальные услуги 
Еврейской Общине Северного Берега с 1920 года

Воскресенье, 26 июня • 10 утра
ЕжЕгодноЕ общЕствЕнноЕ собраниЕ

Вход свободный

Продажа мест на кладбище по доступным ценам.
Традиционные похоронные услуги и кремация

Членство в синагоге не требуется

SAVE THE DATE

No synagogue or temple affiliation required
polcemetery@gmail.com

978-594-4249 • www. prideoflynn.org

ANNUAL MEETING
All are welcome

Sunday, June 26, 2022 • 10 am

Family-owned and operated since 1933

O’ROURKE BROS. MEMORIALS
73 North Street, Salem, MA  ~  978-744-0871

ABATE MONUMENTS
82 Elliott Street, Beverly, MA  ~  978-922-0517

www.obmemorials.com

“Serving the Jewish Community since 1890”

INDOOR SHOWROOM
HUNDREDS OF MEMORIALS

NO SUB-CONTRACTING
IN-HOUSE DESIGN & MANUFACTURING
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Scott Applebaum, of Peabody, 
entered into rest on June 11, 
2022 at the age of 59. 

Beloved husband of Ilisa 
G. (Hulak) Applebaum of 
Peabody. Devoted father of Lia 
R. Applebaum and Benjamin 
P. Applebaum of Peabody. 
The loving brother of Robyn 
(Applebaum) DeNorscia of 
Chesterfield, Mo., and Joel 
Applebaum of Oklahoma 
City, Okla. Dear son of Gail B. 
(Schneider) Applebaum and 
the late Bertrand Applebaum of 
Boynton Beach, Fla. Son-in-law 
of Arlene (Cramer) Hulak and 
Jerry Hulak of Boynton Beach, 
Fla.

Scott grew up in Manchester, 
N.H., graduated from Man-
chester Central High School, and 
raised his family in Peabody. He 
loved his dog, Nahla, listening to 
his favorite music, and watching 
sports with his family. He cher-
ished his time spent with family 
and friends.

A funeral service for Scott was 
held on June 13 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 10 
Vinnin St., Salem, with inter-
ment at Temple Beth Shalom 
Cemetery, 16 Buxton Road, 
Danvers. Visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Scott Applebaum, 59, of Peabody, formerly of Manchester, N.H. Luba Barak, 94, of Lynn, formerly of Newton

Elaine (Bornstein) Strasnick, 
88, of Salem, formerly of 
Malden, entered eternal rest on 
June 16, 2022. 

Born and raised in Malden, 
Elaine was a dedicated lov-
ing homemaker to her fam-
ily. Devoted wife of late Phillip 
Strasnick, beloved mother 
of Brian and his wife Bonnie 
Strasnick, and Vicki and her 
husband Neil Katz. Adored 
grandmother of Nicole Tracy, 
Meredith and her husband Matt 
Carter, Jillian and her husband 
Brian Oppenheim, Candace and 
her husband Rudy Beiler, Craig 
and his wife Kellie Strasnick, 
and Brandon Strasnick. She 
was also the cherished great-
grandmother of Max, Brooke, 
Camden, Hannah, Jackson, 
Cory, Greyson, Hailey, Gavin, 
Jace, Hallie, Houston, and Ro. 
Loving daughter of the late 
Max and Lillian Bornstein. 
Dear sister of Stuart and Eileen 
Bornstein. 

Services were private. In lieu 
of flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy may be made in Elaine’s 
memory to the American Cancer 
Society (www.cancer.org), or 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
(www.dana-farber.org). For 
online condolences, go to www.
goldmanfc.com. Arrangements 
by Goldman Funeral Chapel, 
Malden.

Elaine (Bornstein) 
Strasnick, 88, of Salem,  
formerly of Malden

http://www.stanetskyhymansonsa-lem.com
http://www.stanetskyhymansonsa-lem.com
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http://www.obmemorials.com
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mailto:polcemetery@gmail.com
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http://www.stanetsky-hymansonsalem.com
http://www.stanetsky-hymansonsalem.com
http://www.stanetsky-hymansonsalem.com
http://www.cancer.org
http://www.dana-farber.org
http://www.goldmanfc.com
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Charlotte Beverly (Cohen) 
Bromberg, of Revere and for-
merly of Chelsea, passed on June 
19, 2022. 

Beloved wife of the late 
Harold Bromberg and devoted 
mother of Cheryl Burack and 
her husband Scott, and Robin 
Bromberg. She was the loving 
daughter of the late Bella and 
the late Joseph Cohen. Charlotte 
was the dear sister of Barbara 
Parmet and her husband Art. 
She was the loving grandmoth-
er of Brandon Naggar, Marissa 
Burack, and Harrison Burack, 
and the beloved aunt of Matthew 
and Chad Parmet. 

Charlotte was a retired 
school teacher who taught in 
the Chelsea and Revere school 
districts for over 30 years. She 
enjoyed her retirement at the Jack 
Satter House in Revere, where 
she proudly served as President 
of the Tenants Association. 

Services were held at the Torf 
Funeral Chapel, 151 Washington 
Ave., Chelsea, on June 21. 
Interment followed in Danvers. 
Donations in Charlotte’s memo-
ry may be made to the Jack Satter 
House Tenants Association, 420 
Revere Beach Boulevard, Revere, 
MA 02151. Visit www.torffuner-
alservice.com.

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-639-4759
www.confidentialcareathome.com
Specializing in Home Health Service since 1997

“WHERE CARING COMES FIRST”

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
to find the best quality care for a loved  
one needing assistance. Caring for our 

clients with personal attention and  
compassion is our highest priority.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Home Health Aides •  

Companion Services • 24-Hour Care • 
Respite Care • Special Care  
for Alzheimer’s & Dementia

For a FREE assessment or more information:

978-922-0745 or 800-281-0878

HOME HEALTH CARE

781-598-2454
www.allcare.org

For ALL Your Home Care 
and Hospice Needs

Nursing • Therapy • Personal Care
Palliative Care • Hospice

HOME HEALTH CARE

ASSISTED LIVING  
AND MEMORY SUPPORT

Cohen Florence Levine  
Estates
617-887-0826

Florence & Chafetz  
Specialized Care
617-887-0826

Harriett and Ralph Kaplan 
Estates
978-532-4411

SHORT-TERM REHAB 
AND LONG-TERM CARE

Leonard Florence  
Center for Living
617-887-0001

Katzman Family Center  
for Living 
617-884-6766

Jeffrey and Susan Brudnick 
Center for Living
978-471-5100

www.chelseajewish.org

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Shapiro-Rudolph Adult Day Health Center  |  978-471-5180
Chelsea Jewish Hospice and Palliative Care  |  617-889-0779
Chelsea Jewish Visiting Nurse Agency  |  617-889-8744

SENIOR CARE

HEALTHHEALTH  
SERVICESSERVICES

To advertise  
in this Directory,  

call 978-278-1185
or 978-278-1186

CAREGIVER
Certified Male Home Health Aide 

12 years experience working with 
males. Available on the North Shore.

Known for flexibility, honesty and  
reliability. Reasonable rates.  

References available on request.

Call or text Dan (978) 828-2742

ORTHODONTIST

HOME CARE
The First Choice for  

Loving, Compassionate 
Home Care on the  

North Shore

781.691.5755
www.NorthShore.FirstLightHomeCare.com

Specializing in Companionship, Meal Prep, Transportation, 
Bathing & Hygiene, Mobility & Toileting Assistance

HOME CARE SERVICES

We provide companion care, personal care,  
live-in care, dementia and Alzheimer’s care. 

Call 978-707-4500
www.foundationalhealthhomecare.com

24 Hour  
Home Care  

ServiCeS

Serving eSSex,  
Suffolk, middleSex  
& norfolk County
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Carl David Minkovitz, 78, 
of Revere, entered eternal rest 
on June 3, 2022, peacefully in 
his sleep from complications 
caused by his rare disease, 
Inclusion Body Myositis. 

Carl is survived by his devoted 
wife Sharon (Crasnick Gedacht) 
Minkovitz, whom he married 
in 2001 when they blended 
their families into one; and his 
beloved children and grand-
children Gina Ellison and Ava, 
Greg Minkovitz and Tori, Brad 
and Kristina Minkovitz, Daniel 
and Stefannie Gedacht and 
Ariel, Tamar, Raphael and Max, 
Andrew and Cicely Gedacht 
and Anna and Benjamin, and 
Julie Sharp and Alex, Nathaniel, 

and Noah; and two caring aides, 
Nadeige and Rose. Carl was the 
beloved son of the late Morris 
and Marion Minkovitz, and is 
also survived by his brother and 
sister-in-law Glenn and Roberta 
Minkovitz, as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Services were held at the 
Chapel of Sharon Memorial 
Park on June 7. In lieu of flowers, 
expressions of sympathy would 
be appreciated to be sent to 
Temple Emmanuel Chelsea, 60 
Tudor St., Chelsea, MA 02150, or 
The Myositis Association, 2000 
Duke St., #300, Alexandria, VA 
22314. For a complete obituary 
and online condolences, go to 
www.goldmanfc.com.

Carl David Minkovitz, 78, of Revere

Hubert Kreplick, 85, of Salem, 
formerly of Marblehead and 
Lynn, entered into eternal rest 
on June 4, 2022. 

He was born in Lynn on July 
6, 1936, the son of Dr. Morris 
and Rose (Roodin) Kreplick, the 
youngest of six children. Hubert 
was the devoted husband of 
Roberta (Sherman) Kreplick for 
53 years until her death in May, 
2013.

Hubert was a graduate 
of New England College of 
Pharmacy and was the owner of 
Paramount Drug, Inc., on Union 
Street in Lynn for 41-plus years 
before he closed the doors in 
August of 2003. Hubert loved 
being an independent business 
owner, and to his customers he 
was the ultimate health care 
provider that took pride in ser-
vicing the community he grew 
up in. He was also a proud board 
member of the Brotherhood 
Credit Union, a banking insti-
tution started by his father-in-
law and his brothers in 1934, in 
Lynn, for over 50 years.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Dr. Lance W. Kreplick and 
his wife Jane, Margot (Kreplick) 
Bloom and her husband George, 
and Mia (Kreplick) Klein and 
her husband Darren. He was 
the proud grandfather of Dr. 
Alexis (Kreplick) Aversa and 
her husband Matt; Samantha, 
Jessica, and Jennifer Bloom; 
and Benjamin, Jackson, and 
Andrew Klein. Most recently, he 
became the great-grandfather 
of Alessandra Aversa. He was 
preceded in death by his sib-
lings, Florence, Sumner, Joseph, 
Harvey, and Herbert.

While devoted to his work 
and family, he loved to watch 
all New England sports, espe-
cially the Patriots and Red Sox. 
What people will remember 
most about Hubie is his sense of 
humor and his infectious laugh 
that some have affectionately 
referred to as the “Kreplick cack-
le.”

Services were held at 
Stanetsky-Hymanson Memorial 
Chapel, Salem on June 10. Burial 
followed in the Pride of Lynn 
Cemetery, 89 Lake Shore Road, 
Lynn. In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be made 
in Hubert’s memory to The 
Roberta S. Kreplick Scholarship, 
c/o Masconomet Regional 
School District, 20 Endicott 
Road, Boxford, MA 01921, or to 
the Beverly Hospital Oncology 
Patient Fund, 85 Herrick St., 
Beverly, MA 01915, attn: Karin 
Lappanen.

For more information or to 
register in the online guestbook, 
visit www.stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.

Hubert Kreplick, 85, of Salem,  
formerly of Marblehead and Lynn

Barbara (Till) Swartzman, 
age 93, of Peabody, passed away 
on June 6, 2022, after a brief ill-
ness. 

She was the wife of the 
late Joseph Swartzman. Born 
in Lynn, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Israel and Ethel 
(Gertsman) Till. She had lived 
in Lynn for many years and was 
a graduate of Lynn Classical 
High School, class of 1946. She 
had resided in Lynn, Stoughton, 
Saugus and Peabody.

Barbara took pride in being a 
homemaker and taking care of 
her family. She enjoyed reading, 
playing mahjong, travel, and 
loved to spend time with her 
family and friends.

She will be deeply missed by 
her two daughters Debra Gorey 
and Norma Sacks and her hus-
band Richard; her four grand-
children Erika Gorey, Nicole 
Gorey, Joshua Sacks and his wife 
Dayna, and Lauren Sacks Perril 
and her husband Ari; her two 
great-granddaughters Harper 
and Brynn Sacks; as well as her 
nieces and nephew.

Barbara was predeceased by 
her husband Joseph; her par-
ents Israel and Ethel Till; her 
son-in-law George Gorey; and 
her brothers and sister-in-laws 
Barney (Sylvia) Till and Jack 
(Selma) Till.

The family wants to thank the 
Brudnick Center for the won-
derful care that she received.

A funeral service for Barbara 
was held on June 8 at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
10 Vinnin St, Salem, with inter-
ment at Pride of Lynn Cemetery, 
Lake Shore Rd, Lynn. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sympa-
thy may be made in her mem-
ory to a charity of your choice. 
For more information or to reg-
ister in the online guestbook, 
visit www.stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.

Barbara (Till) Swartzman, 
93, of Peabody

Charlotte Beverly (Cohen) Bromberg, of Revere, 
formerly of Chelsea

OBITUARY POLICY
The Jewish Journal prints 

obituaries up to 200 
words for $150; longer 

submissions will be charged 
accordingly. Paid obituaries 
will also be posted online 
at www.jewishjournal.org. 
Photographs are $36 each; 
emailed photos should be 
sent as jpeg or tiff files. 

Submissions are subject to 
editing for style and space 

limitations. For further 
information, contact your 

local funeral home, or email 
andrew@jewishjournal.org.
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LookingAhead
Submit your events to calendar@jewishjournal.org

Shabbat Candle-Lighting Times

Friday,  June 24 8:07 p.m.

Friday, July 1 8:07 p.m.

ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE 
JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 
in-person at the Women’s Health Club 
and on Zoom, 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for link.

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT 
TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody. 
Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. No partner 
needed and all levels welcome, $2 
donation. For more information, email: 
algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at 
the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and 
Sundays, 8:30 a.m., 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for 
more information. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION 
GROUP at the JCCNS. Thursdays, 1 
p.m. The JCCNS English Conversation 
Group, led by Carol Denbo, will meet 
weekly to practice English speaking skills 
and provide an opportunity for learners 
to improve their speaking confidence 
and meet other adults who are learning 
English. Free. For more information 
and to RSVP, contact Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com

THROUGH JULY 28
“BLUE,” Presented by GALA 
(Galleries at LynnArts). Local artists 
will display their work tied together 
with a ‘blue’ theme. Free, donations 
gratefully accepted. Call 617-909-9211 
for more information or visit www.
galleriesatlynnarts.org  
25 Exchange St., Lynn. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
BOSTON DANCE THEATER 
& YONI BATTAT, 2 p.m. Boston 
Dance Theater performs live music and 
dance with Boston-based musician Yoni 
Battat, a multi-instrumentalist, vocalist, 
composer, and teacher, specializing in 
contemporary and traditional Jewish 
music from Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East. Rings Fountain at the Rose 
Kennedy Greenway, Atlantic Ave. and  
Milk St., Boston.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
VIRTUAL CONVERSATION 
WITH AUTHOR MARGARITA 
GOKUN SILVER, 1 p.m. Presented by 
the Museum of Russian Icons. Growing 
up Jewish in the Soviet Union, writer 
Margarita Gokun Silver knew nothing 
about Judaism. She is an award-winning 
writer and author of “I Named My Dog 
Pushkin (and Other Immigrant Tales),” 
whose work has appeared in the New 
York Times, BBC, NPR, the Atlantic, and 
others.  Free. To register, go to: www.
museumofrussianicons.org/event/gokun-
silver/

TUESDAY, JUNE 28
TALK AND BOOK SIGNING, 
5:30 p.m. Presented by Harvard Square 
Coop. S.W. Leicher will talk about her 
new novel, “Acts of Atonement,” a 
timely novel about two women – one 
Latina, one Jewish – living against 
expectations. Harvard Square Coop, 
1400 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
THE CITY AS ART, 11 a.m. 
Presented by the JCCNS. Community is 
invited for a talk and visual presentation 
by artist Jim Murphy, who has 
photographed the Beyond Walls public 

art and mural initiative in the city of 
Lynn for the past four years. These 
exceptional and thought-provoking 
murals have transformed Lynn’s 
Downtown District into a walkable 
gallery of colors, shapes and textures 
highlighting the city’s diversity and 
cultural richness. Visit www.jccns.org 
for more information and to RSVP.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 6
SENIOR JAZZ HOUR AND 
LUNCH,  11 a.m. Presented by the 
JCCNS. All seniors are welcome to 
enjoy a live performance by the Insight 
Band and share a complimentary lunch. 
Space is limited. RSVP to Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com or 781-476-9913.

FRIDAY, JULY 8
SHABBAT BY THE SEA WITH 
RABBI ALISON ADLER & 
AARON ZEV KATZ, 6:30 p.m. 
Presented by Temple B’Nai Abraham. 
Welcome Shabbat in with music at 
Lynch Park, by the beach. We will 
provide pizza for a pre-service schmooze 
and enjoy the beautiful, natural setting 
together. Bring your own blanket or 
a chair. The service begins at 7 p.m. 
and will not be streamed over Zoom. 
In case of rain, the service will be in 
our sanctuary. Please RSVP at https://
tbabeverly.org/events/

SHABBAT BY THE POOL, 
5 p.m. Presented by the JCCNS. 
Community is invited for a celebration 
welcoming Shabbat, hosted by The 
Lappin Foundation with PJ Library/
Story Time. Free and open to everyone. 
Any questions, please contact Heather 
Gravelese at hgravelese@jccns.com.

“COME TOGETHER,” 6:30 p.m. 
Presented by the Maudslay Arts Center 
(MAC). Boston’s favorite Beatles tribute 
band Beatle Juice will perform favorite 
Beatles tunes at a fundraiser to benefit 
MAC. Tickets $50 per person for patio 
tables of three to four persons. Lawn 
seats are $30. The concert starts at 
7:30 p.m. For further information and to 
purchase tickets, visit the MAC website 
at www.maudslayartscenter.org.

MONDAY, JULY 11 
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB, 1 p.m. 
Presented by the JCCNS. The book, 
“Intimacies” by Katie Kitamura will be 
discussed. Book club will be meeting 
in-person at the JCCNS but will also be 
available virtually. Email Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com for Zoom link.

FRIDAY, JULY 15
SHABBAT BY THE POOL, 5 p.m. 
at the JCCNS outdoor pool; hosted by 
Temple Emanu-El. Visit www.jccns.org 
for more information.

MONDAY, JULY 18
LIBRARY EVENT, 7 p.m. Presented 
by Temple Emanu-El Library. “Grateful 
Kids” is a book that shares reflections 
from students and teachers who have 
incorporated a mindfulness practice 
in their lives. Co-authored by Russ 
Terry and Peter Franklin, contributors 
have written a chapter to share their 
discoveries through mindfulness and 
gratitude. Join Rachel Perrella and 
Peter Franklin on Zoom, as they share 
their experiences with mindfulness in 
an educational setting and discuss the 
positive outcomes observed in their 
students and in their schools. Email 
Shelby Chapper-Pierce at: shelby@
emanu-el.org for more info and a Zoom 
link.

ROCKPORT, MA  |  ROCKPORTMUSIC.ORG  |  978.546.7391

ROCKPORT  
JAZZ FESTIVAL
AUGUST 3–7
Fred Hersch, piano 
The Bad Plus 
Regina Carter, violin 
Tia Fuller Quartet 
Dee Dee Bridgewater 
& Bill Charlap  
Alexa Tarantino Quartet

 SUMMER  
OF FOLK,  

JAZZ & POP
Martin Sexton 

Béla Fleck 
Kat Edmonson  

Eilen Jewell  
Jordan Rudess 

We Banjo 3
JD Souther

Ronan Tynan
Paula Cole 
Mikarimba

THROUGH JULY 10 
 AUGUST 12–14 

Enjoy  
 LIVE MUSIC
 THIS SUMMER      
             

FESTIVAL  
HIGHLIGHTS 

A Far Cry 
Brentano Quartet &  

Dawn Upshaw, soprano
Wu Man, pipa &  

Hsin-Yun Huang, viola 
Dover Quartet &  

Barry Shiffman, viola
…and much more

  

V  EVENT PLANNING  V

EVENT PLANNING
AT ITS BEST…
For all your  
Celebration needs
Complimentary consultation 
by appointment

781-631-6603
donna.eltouch@gmail.com

Donna Kagan’s
Elegant Touch

THE PERFECT VENUE 
FOR YOUR EVENT

CAFEESCADRILLE.COM/JWJ

CONTACT US AT
781.207.9353

781-395-8888 x3

KAPPY’s-ON-CALL
MAKES

ENTERTAINING EASY!

TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise, contact: 
lois@jewishjournal.org or call 978-278-1185

nancy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-278-1186

26 Hersey Street, Salem
978.745.6967
 nsfruitbasket@gmail.com

 @flowers_bydarlene
 facebook.com/flwrs.bydarlene

We specialize in

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs
Special Events

Weddings

Flowers
by Darlene

Affordable Affordable 
DoorDoor-2--2-Door TransportDoor Transport
 Boston  Boston NYCNYC
Including Pick-Ups & Drop-Offs 
@ Airports & Cruise Terminals
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By Penny Schwartz
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

Music fans, take note. 
From the sprawling lawns of 

Tanglewood, nestled in the roll-
ing hills of the Berkshires, to 
Yidstock: The Festival of New 
Yiddish Music at the Yiddish 
Book Center in Amherst, 
Western Massachusetts beck-
ons with a weekend of Jewish 
music and culture.

On Friday, July 8, when 
conductor Andris Nelsons, 
music director of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, lifts 
his baton for opening night 
of the BSO’s summer season 
at Tanglewood in Lenox, he’ll 
lead the orchestra in Leonard 
Bernstein’s “Opening Prayer,” 
a short, stirring work featuring 
baritone Jack Canfield, making 
his Tanglewood debut. 

It will be followed by 
Bernstein’s Symphony No. 2, 
“Age of Anxiety,” with Jean-
Yves Thibaudet at the piano. 
Bernstein was the piano soloist 
in the BSO’s 1949 world pre-
miere of this jazz-inflected work 
inspired by a poem by W.H. 
Auden. 

Celebrated Jewish virtuoso 
pianist Emanuel Ax leads off the 
weekend on Thursday, July 7, in 
a performance with the Lorelei 
Ensemble. Ax returns for two 
more performances later in the 
season.

Set in Hebrew, the lyrics for 
“Opening Prayer” are the words 
from the “Priestly Blessing” 
(Birkat Kohanim), the ancient 
Jewish benediction in Numbers, 
Chapter 6, that is part of the tra-
ditional Jewish liturgy. 

Bernstein, born in 1918 
in Boston, the son of Jewish 
immigrants, grew up influ-
enced by the synagogue music 
at Congregation Mishkan 
Tefila, then in Roxbury, led by 
Solomon Braslavsky. Bernstein 
would go on to become the 
first American-born and edu-
cated conductor of the New York 
Philharmonic – and the first 
American Jewish conductor to 
lead a major American orches-
tra.  The maestro died in 1990.

He composed “Opening 
Prayer,” in 1986 for the momen-
tous reopening of the reno-
vated Carnegie Hall, where his 
luminous musical career, from 
concert halls to Broadway and 
Hollywood, was launched. 

Bernstein later folded 
“Opening Prayer” into “Jubilee 
Games,” dedicated to the Israel 
Philharmonic, an orchestra 
he championed, and later as 
the fourth movement of his 
“Concerto for Orchestra,” for 
the orchestra’s 50th anniversary. 

“There’s not really a theme 
to the two Bernstein works,” 
noted Anthony Fogg, the BSO’s 

longtime artistic administrator. 
“They’re just great pieces with 
strong Tanglewood connec-
tions,” Fogg wrote in an email.

But for Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch, 
the kickoff of Tanglewood – in 
its first full season after the pan-
demic – resonates with deep 
Jewish spiritual meaning.

“It’s a beautiful piece and 
the fact that it’s being per-
formed on a Friday evening at 
Tanglewood is a way to expand 
the definition of how one might 
celebrate Shabbat,” said Hirsch, 
the rabbi at Pittsfield’s Temple 
Anshe Amunim. “It’s a deeply 
Jewish experience to be having 
in this secular place but also a 
place that many people view as 
sacred.”

Hirsch, who grew up in Dover, 
said the “Priestly Blessing” has 
become a staple of Jewish rit-
ual, recited often at life cycle 
celebrations. She bestows the 
blessing on her children at the 
Shabbat table.

 Hirsch is leading a talk about 
the piece on Wednesday, July 
6, as part of her congregation’s  
“Arts and Culture Through a 
Jewish Lens” series, that attracts 
the area’s Jewish summertime 
residents and visitors. 

There are few who would 
argue that the music that will 
fill the air at Yidstock, July 7-10 
at the Yiddish Book Center in 
Amherst, is the very soul of 
Jewish music. 

The tenth anniversary of the 
popular Yiddish music extrava-
ganza marks its return to a live, 
in-person event for the first time 
in two years, due to the pan-
demic. COVID protocols include 
masks and proof of vaccination.   

This year’s lineup includes 
concerts by the Klezmatics, Tony 
award nominee Eleanor Reissa 
and other all-star musicians, 
as well as dancing, socializing, 
films and talks.

Highlights include Cantor 
Yaakov Lemmer, making his 

Yidstock debut on Thursday, July 
7, at 8 pm and Tsvey Brider (Two 
Brothers, in Yiddish), the award 
winning duo of the Boston 
area’s Anthony Mordechai Tzvi 
Russell, and West Coast accor-
dionist Dmitri Gaskin, with the 
band Baymele.

Lemmer, the cantor at New 
York’s Modern Orthodox Lincoln 
Square Synagogue, brings fresh 
interpretations to traditional 
liturgical prayers and Hasidic 
melodies. 

Lemmer, accompanied by an 
ensemble led by Frank London 
of the Klezmatics, is the show’s 
not-to-be-missed performance, 
according to Joey Baron, former 
co-founder of the Boston Jewish 
Music Festival and the Jewish 

Arts Collaborative.
“Lemmer’s connection with 

London is deeply spiritual and 
mystical ... blending Lemmer’s 
training and repertoire with 
London’s creativity,” Baron said 
in an interview. 

Tsvey Brider’s Russell, a clas-
sically trained opera singer who 
now brings his heavenly voice 
to Yiddish music, is looking for-
ward to returning to Yidstock 
after Tzvey Brinner’s first con-
cert there four years ago.

“It really is its own kind of 
audience – interested in Yiddish 
language and culture from the 
get-go and interested in seeing 
and hearing what artists are 
doing with the language and 
culture,” he wrote in an email. 

Tzvey Brider’s set includes 
original songs based on 
poetry by Yiddish modern-

ists, arranged for the Baymele 
ensemble. Russell cited wide-
ranging Jewish influences from 
Kurt Weill, classically oriented 
cabaret music, French chan-
sons, Yiddish theater music 
and the American songbook.  

Russell “is a committed 
Yiddish scholar and an incred-
ibly charming performer,” 
Baron observed.

Russell’s art-house music 
“reminds people that Jewish 
culture is beyond the tradition-
al shtetl,” Baron said. 

For more information on 
Tanglewood, visit www.bso.org/
tanglewood. For information 
on Yidstock, visit www.yiddish-
bookcenter.org. For information 
on “Arts and Culture Through a 
Jewish Lens” visit https://www.
ansheamunim.org.  
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The hills are alive with the sounds of Tanglewood, Yidstock

Serge Koussevitzky and Leonard Bernstein following a performance 
of Bernstein’s Symphony No. 2, “Age of Anxiety” at Tanglewood in 
1949. 

Photo: Adam Wiseman
Tzvey Brider, with Anthony Mordechai Tzvi Russell (left) and Dmitri 
Gaskin (r), will perform at Yidstock in July.
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By Jacob Gurvis
JTA.ORG

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — For 
Jewish sports fans around the 
world, Sandy Koufax has for 
decades occupied an unmatched 

legendary status. 
Now, 57 years after the Hall 

of Fame pitcher sat out a World 
Series game to observe Yom 
Kippur, Koufax has officially 
been immortalized with a stat-
ue at Dodger Stadium – next 
to his former teammate, Jackie 
Robinson.

The Los Angeles Dodgers 
unveiled the Koufax statue with a 
pregame ceremony on Saturday, 
three years after the statue was 
initially announced. 

Emceed by Dodgers broad-
caster Charley Steiner, who 
is Jewish, the ceremony was 
attended by dozens of Koufax’s 
friends and family, plus mem-
bers of the Dodgers organization.

Koufax’s Jewish identity – and 
his famous Yom Kippur sitout – 
were highlighted alongside his 
many career accolades, which 
include three Cy Young Awards 
for the National League’s best 
pitcher and three seasons each 
with more than 300 strikeouts 
and an earned run average 
below two.

“An African American star ath-
lete from Pasadena is about to be 
joined by a Jewish left-handed 
pitcher from Brooklyn, who in 
one defining moment, prior to 
the first game of the 1965 World 
Series, galvanized an entire com-
munity, and a generation of Baby 
Boomers — children of the ’60s 
and ’70s who are now adults in 
their 60s and 70s,” Steiner said in 
his opening remarks.

located in Middleton instead of 
Marblehead. Before becoming 
co-director of the JCC camps 
with Heather Greenberg two 
years ago, she ran the aquatic 
part of the camps.

The pool is central to the 
camp experience, with each 
camper participating in daily 
instructional swimming. There’s 
also a free swim in the after-
noons, which had not been 
offered in several years.

In addition to aquatics, 
Camp Simchah offers sports 
and games, science and nature 
activities, arts and crafts, music 
and movement sessions, out-
door adventures, and anoth-
er daily event, tennis. The 
KinderCamp program features 
sports, music, arts and crafts, 
as well as puppets. Both camps 

have full inclusion for attendees 
who have physical or learning 
disabilities.

The JCC camp leadership 
program teaches older attend-
ees how to be counselors. It con-
sists of two four-week sessions 
and pairs participants with adult 
staffers in learning how to super-
vise campers.

Although the JCC camps do 
not require COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, attendees are asked to have 
one on record. Gravelese said 
the camps are in contact with 
the Marblehead Board of Health 
regarding the COVID-19 situ-
ation. KinderCamp and Camp 
Simchah are fully outside, with 
the exception being for inclem-
ent weather.

“It’s worked really well the last 
few years just being outside and 
only in the buildings for inclem-
ent weather,” Gravelese said.

Although masks are not 
required inside, they are encour-
aged in this setting if a family 
wants a child to wear one. 

“We’re always outside and 
able to socially distance as much 
as possible,” Gravelese said, not-
ing that the camp also recom-
mends hand-washing and using 
hand sanitizer.

The camp has made some 
other COVID-related changes 
from the past, such as offering 
extended drop-off for parents in 
the morning, and establishing a 
test-to-stay program similar to 
protocols in elementary, middle 
and high schools. Under test-to-
stay, a camper who tests positive 
for COVID must go home and 
follow guidelines from the CDC 
and local Board of Health, but 
other campers test for five con-
secutive days. If they test nega-
tive, they can stay.

Gravelese said there has been 
no problem getting staff this 
year: “It’s always slow getting 
staff at both the camps, but it 
looks like we’ve got an awesome 
staff.”

She predicted, “This is going 
to be the best summer yet.”

18 THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – JUNE 23, 2022 ROP

Exterminators
800-525-4825

EAT
sleep
kill bugs
repeat

Get Pest Free.            Call A1 Today.

yes, that’s our life.

AT YOUR SERVICEAT YOUR SERVICE

★ Nationwide★ Nationwide

Text us: 617shipcar  617 (7447227)

BAY STATE 
WINDOW FASHIONS

978-531-9144
Now carrying 

Ready Made Curtains 
Selected items 25% OFF

Custom Draperies,

Blinds, Shades & More!

Free Estimates & Installation

86 Tremont Street, Peabody

www.baystatewindowfashions.com

BEACH BLUFF 
CLEANERS
242 Humphrey St.
Marblehead
781-639-9550

ROYAL CLEANERS
125 Canal St. 
(Crosby’s Plaza)
Salem
978-741-3337

Eco-Friendly 
DRY CLEANER

Visit us today for all of your 
auto body repair needs. 

All insurance companies accepted! 

MARBLEHEAD

www.marbleheadcollision.com 

218 Beacon St. 
781.631.2218 

3/16

781.598.5989
www.raffaeleconstruction.com

To advertise, contact: Lois: lois@jewishjournal.org or Nancy: nancy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-745-4111

www.homedecorgroup.com

Virtual Services at Shirat Hayam
from page 3

watch the services on Shulcast.
She started attending minyan 

after her mother, Sylvia Revman 
z”l, passed away. “It was a way 
my sister in Massachusetts, my 
brother in New York, and I in 
North Carolina could honor 
my mother together during 
shloshim,” she said.

She prefers the more interac-
tive Zoom services to Shulcast. 
“It gives me the opportunity to 
see the people attending, with 
a chance to say hello before and 
after the service, and even the 
ability to participate sometimes 
by leading one of the responsive 
reading sections,” she said.

Holly Strogoff, who lives in 
Florida, began attending the 
evening minyan services weekly 
after her father passed away. “I 
knew I wanted to honor him by 

saying Kaddish, but I wasn’t sure 
how this would work,” she said.

Rabbi Michael suggested she 
check out Zoom services. “I am 
grateful to participate in services 
in the community where I was 
raised,” she said.

When she signed on to attend 
her first service, she was imme-
diately welcomed into the group. 
“Although sometimes Zoom can 
seem impersonal, I found the 
services to be warm and wel-
coming. Since I started attend-
ing these minyan services, I 
have found comfort in the con-
nection and plan to continue to 
attending,” Holly added.

A version of this article first 
appeared in the ‘New Wave’, the 
Congregation Shirat Hayam 
newsletter.

Camps, campers ready for ‘best summer yet’
from page 3

Fun at Camp Simchah.

Sandy Koufax honored with a 
statue at Dodger Stadium
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This past Monday, the three 
C-groups at Chabad of Peabody 
– Cteens, Ctweens and Ckids 
– united to celebrate the last 
youth event of the season. 
Nothing creates warm vibes, 
laughter and unity than a good 
old fashioned “schlepp-them-
off-the-street car wash.”

The older ones kept an eye 
on the younger children, and 
hailed cars off busy Lowell Street 
in Peabody into the Chabad 
of Peabody parking lot where 
others were well-prepared for 
them. 

Armed with buckets, and 
sponges, and special car wash-
ing soap and a commercial 
hose, the cars were treated with 
a royal washing. Options were 

“standard” (which was a basic 
cleaning) and “deluxe” )which 
meant your hubcaps or alloy 
rims got cleaned as well). 

One boy even delighted all 
with squeezing a full sponge of 
soapy water on his own head for 
every deluxe order. He was sop-
ping and happy to share the joy.

As for the money? Well, near-
ly $500 was raised to support 
refugees in and from Ukraine as 
a result of this effort. 

Raizel Schusterman, the 
program and youth director at 
Chabad of Peabody came up 
with this fun idea to merge a 
good cause and a good clean-

ing, and to get Jewish kids to 
hang out with one another. 

“After cleaning my own car 
again and again from all the 
pollen in the air, I decided that 
this would be a cute way to 
end our incredible year of fun 
and meaningful activities” said 
Raizel. “I look forward to anoth-
er of great events to unite and 
give a great time to the lead-
ers of tomorrow, the teens, the 
tweens, and the children.”

For more info or to be invited 
to future events, reach out to 
Raizel at raizel@jewishpeabody.
com
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BOSTON — One hundred 
female philanthropists from 
Boston and other areas of New 
England gathered at Hebrew 
College for the Jewish National 
Fund–USA’s first in-person event 
in the region in over two years. 
The Women for Israel cocktail 
reception, “From Combat to 
Café – A Hero in Our Midst,” 
was attended by women who are 
passionate about the land and 
people of Israel. 

“It was wonderful to look out 
into a sea of such dynamic and 
powerful philanthropists at our 
annual Women for Israel event,” 
shared Rhonda Forman, Jewish 
National Fund-USA Women 
for Israel Chair. “Knowing that 
those who joined us had the 
opportunity to have their dona-
tion matched up to $1 million 
was a way for participants to 
double their impact. We owe 
our thanks to the generosity of 
T Lungwitz for that wonderful 
opportunity.” 

The event’s featured keynote 
speaker, Nir Caspi, detailed his 
personal journey from serving 
as a soldier in the Israel Defense 
Forces’ elite Navy Seals unit to 

becoming the owner, co-found-
er, and CEO of Café Landwer, 
a chain that began in Israel 
and later expanded to Boston, 
Los Angeles, and Canada. 
Attendees also learned about 
Jewish National Fund-USA’s 
life-changing work that spans 
across Israel’s verdant north to 
the expansive Negev Desert in 
the south, and how the organiza-
tion’s strategic vision is ensuring 

a strong, secure, and prosperous 
future for the Jewish homeland 
and its residents for generations 
to come. 

With the return of in-person 
events, Jewish National Fund-
USA’s 2022 National Conference 
will take place in Boston on 
November 4-6, 2022, at the Omni 
Boston Hotel at the Seaport. For 
additional information and to 
register, visit jnf.org/nc22.

‘From Combat to Café – A Hero in Our Midst’  
draws 100 philanthropists 

From left, standing: Marissa Wainwright, Lauren Mamon, Susan 
Rosenbaum. From right, sitting: Lynda Gordon, Mindy Golod, Laurie 
Gershkowitz, Pam Fisher.

Chabad of Peabody holds “schlepp-them-off-the-street car wash.”

Adam Hamburg, son of Holly 
& Phil Hamburg of Northbrook, 
IL and grandson of Lois and 
Bob Kaplan of Marblehead 
and Sally & Roger Hamburg 
of South Bend, IN, graduated 
from Glenbrook North High 
School with honors.  In addi-
tion to being a member of the 
National Honor Society, Adam 
was named as an Illinois State 
Scholar, and received the AP 
Scholars award. He also received 
the Temple Beth-El Matthew 
Schaefer Schwartz Tikkun Olam 
Scholarship Award.  Adam 
spent his high school career as 
a Varsity Basketball player, and 
worked as a volunteer at the 
Keshet Sunday School program.  
Adam will be attending The 
Wisconsin School of Business 
at the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison in the fall, where he 
will be majoring in Finance.

Congrats
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Hazlett, Rotman, Colahan honored at JCC’s annual meeting
from page 3

ual or couple whose service to 
the Jewish Community Center 
of the North Shore and other 
communal institutions reflects 
the highest level of integrity, 
commitment to community 
service, and devotion to the 
ideals of Jewish life.

Ralph Rotman received the 
Presidential Award, with grati-
tude and appreciation in rec-

ognition of outstanding ser-
vice to the Jewish Community 
Center of the North Shore.

Joyce Colahan, Creator, 
DancEnergy, received the 
Bea Paul Professional Staff 
Award which was established 
to reward staff excellence, in 
honor of Bea Paul, a dedicated 
and outstanding employee of 
the Jewish Community Center 

of the North Shore. This award 
is presented annually to a staff 
member who exemplifies the 
characteristics demonstrated 
by Bea Paul during her tenure 
at the JCCNS: dedication, loy-
alty, going the extra mile, pro-
fessionalism, team spirit and 
service to the community.

JCCNS Executive Director 
Marty Schneer spoke on the 

theme of gratitude, thank-
ing the community of mem-
bers, users, and donors who 
have supported the J during 
the most recent unexpected 
difficulties. “The concept of 
gratitude,” he said, is critical 
to understanding Jewish tradi-
tions and wisdom.”  Schneer 
continued, “Gratitude for our 
blessings is key to living a truly 

happy life, and to weather-
ing the inevitable challenges 
that life presents with good 
cheer and optimism.” He also 
encouraged the crowd to stay 
involved in helping to make 
the JCC and our community 
better and stronger now. 

President Sara Winer con-
cluded the meeting and a fes-
tive brunch was served.

These fell into a variety of cat-
egories, from A to Z (Abington 
Police Department to Zionist 
Organization of America) and 
included universities, medical 
schools, and entities dealing in 
robotics, agribusiness and the 
“prison/industrial complex.” 

Enjoining website visitors to 
be indignant, the groups were 
indexed by various “harms” 
they’d committed, such as 
“Zionism,” “health harm” and 
“ableism.” 

Apple made the list – for 
supporting Israel and US impe-
rialism and driving up hous-
ing costs in Cambridge. The 
Boston-based craft beer com-
pany, Harpoon Breweries, got 
dinged for partnering with an 
Israeli company specializing 
in water purification. Berklee 
College of Music was chas-
tised because it “supports and 
normalizes Israel” through an 
exchange program with an 
Israeli music school. (It also fell 
into the “ethnic cleansing/dis-
placement” category for “gob-
bling up” real estate and keep-
ing rents high.)

PUMA was cited for its four-
year contract with the Israeli 
Football Association. The 
Beverly Police Department was 
one of several police forces sin-
gled out for maintaining “colo-
nial and capitalist power rela-
tionships through violence and 
coercion.” 

The Jewish Journal got a 
dressing down, too (complicit in 
“Propaganda/Normalization”), 
and so did Massachusetts 
Senator Ed Markey (for “‘Both-
Sides’-ing” Israeli Ethnic 
Cleansing.”)  

Mishmash though it may 
have been, the conclusion 
seemed clear: “The Jewish com-
munity bears unique respon-
sibility for oppression,” said 
Justin Finkelstein, an ana-
lyst with the Anti-Defamation 
League’s Center on Extremism, 
who spoke at a public briefing 
about the website last week. 

“This project is an anti-
Semitic enemies list with a map 
attached,” tweeted Rep. Seth 
Moulton (D-Mass.).

The website was endorsed 
and promoted by various anti-
Zionist groups, including the 
anti-Israel group BDS (Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions) 

Boston movement. 
The collective public res-

ponse and condemnation were 
instantaneous. Law enforce-
ment was notified, and the 
FBI got involved. “We’re focus-
ing in on obviously any acts 
of international and domestic 
terrorism as well as civil rights 
violations,” FBI Boston special 
agent Joe Bonavolonta said at 
the briefing. 

“I support people’s right to 
free speech, but of equal impor-
tance is people’s safety and 
security,” said Robert Trestan, 
the ADL’s New England regional 
director. “Responsible technol-
ogy companies should recog-
nize the security threat this site 
poses, and should act respon-
sibly by not serving as a host 
of antisemitism and potential 
incitement of violence against 
Boston’s Jewish community.”

The local, multi-part-
ner Jewish Emergency 
Management System swung 
into action. Everyone on the 
mapping list was alerted, edi-
torials written in the local, 
national and international 
press, public statements made 
by numerous politicians and 
Jewish leaders. 

At a public online briefing 
with some 1,300 people attend-
ing, CJP’s head, Marc Baker, 
called it a “truly vile perpetra-
tion of hate against the Jewish 
community and our allies.” 

By the end of last week, ADL 
New England had launched a 
“Pledge to Speak Up Against 
Antisemitism” website. 
Modeled on a statewide initia-
tive in Nevada last year said to 
be Nevada’s “largest statewide 
coalition ever to combat anti-
semitism,” the ADL is asking 
for a “full mobilization of the 
community” in Massachusetts 
to take a pledge against anti-
semitism.  

“It’s an opportunity for all 
elected officials to sign on, and 
members of the clergy and 
the community,” said Robert 
Trestan. Signatories include 
Governor Charlie Baker, 
Attorney General Maura Healy, 
and Lieutenant Governor 
Karyn Polito.

But the question remains: 
How scared should we be?  

Putting the vicious threats 
aside – if that’s even possible 
– it’s hard not to be a little dubi-
ous about the Mapping Project, 
if only because it’s striking in its 
illiteracy, coming off as a kind 
of scholastic gobbledygook. 
For all the authors’ insistence 
on remaining anonymous, one 
suspects a failing undergrad is 
at the wheel given all the typos, 
run-on sentences, non-sequi-
turs, and logic disconnects.

The graphics are some-
thing of a dog’s breakfast, over-
ly dense with too many pins 
superimposed on the map 
to make sense of it. It’s “like 
the corkboard of an overzeal-
ous detective,” according to a 
Boston Globe article. From a 
tech point of view, “it is very 
much not search engine-opti-
mized,” Jeremy Burton said. 

Whoever is behind it – and 
the FBI declines to share any 
information – leans hard on 
progressive and inclusive ver-
biage (“We are a multi-gener-
ational collective of activists 
and organizers on the land of 
Massachusetts, Pawtucket, 
Naumkeag, and other tribal 
nations”) and apologizes – right 
on the home page – because 
“the struggles of local indige-
nous nations against US colo-
nization are underrepresented 
on our map.” 

Hard to argue with that, but 
what does this – or the numer-
ous other black marks men-
tioned against the human race, 
like gentrification and ableism 
– have to do with Zionism? 

And why is J Street on the 
map? (It opposes the Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian ter-
ritory.) Or Yachad, a disability 
services organization?

Why pick on pluralistic Gann 
Academy? Or maintain that 
the Jewish Journal is demon-
izing Palestinians, by linking to 
a story about a children’s arts 
program – featuring a “Mommy 

and Me” class – that doesn’t 
even mention Palestinians? 

 “It’s like this big mumbo 
jumbo,” said Tracy Adams, a 
postdoctoral researcher in soci-
ology at Yale, whose research 
interests include antisemitism. 
“They are talking here about 
Zionism but also targeting uni-
versities and how they colonize 
lands and imperialism and mil-
itarism and apartheid. They’re 
all over the place. I don’t know 
what to make of it.” 

This is one question, among 
many, that experts are asking. 

On the one hand, it’s famil-
iar and derivative, “deeply 
rooted in antisemitic tropes,” 
said Robert Trestan of the ADL, 
which has published a guide 
to prevalent antisemitic myths. 
(They include: Jews have too 
much power, Jews are greedy, 
the Holocaust didn’t hap-
pen, and the State of Israel is 
uniquely evil.)

It’s “the 2022 version of the 
Protocols [of the Learned Elders 
of Zion],” Trestan said, referring 
to the hoax dating back to the 
early 20th century alleging a 
Jewish plan for global domina-
tion.

At the same time, there are 
elements of it that are different. 
Aggressive antisemitic rhetoric 
on the Internet has been around 
for a long time, but it’s gener-
ally part of fringe group online 
chatter, said Tracy Adams. “This 
is a very open, easy-to-reach 
website. It’s not like it’s part of 
dark social media.” 

“It’s not often that we would 
see so many organizations 
linked together in that way,” 
said Jonathan Sarna, a profes-
sor of American Jewish history 
at Brandeis, and director of the 
Schusterman Center for Israel 
Studies, which was cited on 
the Mapping Project for being 
complicit in “Propaganda/
Normalization” and “Zionism.”

“I would say that once upon 
a time we might have dismissed 
this as a bunch of crackpots 
who see Zionists wherever they 
turn,” Sarna said. “But I think 
in an environment where we 
see a lot of folks with AK-15s, 
and you see a map and hear 
that language, you get nervous 
about words like “dismantle.” 
We are living in very polarized 
times, and the digital revolu-

tion has greatly heightened 
threats because all sorts of 
extremists who 10 or 15 years 
ago could not communicate 
with one another, now can. 
And they use things like the 
Mapping Project to bring them 
under their wing.” 

Alvin Rosenfeld directs 
the Institute for the Study of 
Contemporary Antisemitism 
at Indiana University, and 
has been teaching for nearly 
55 years. “I’ve not seen before 
anything remotely like this map 
that they put out,” he said. 

“It does amount to a Jewish 
hit list. It’s a kind of formula to 
‘go get them’. It is not out of line, 
unfortunately, with a certain 
kind of very radical antisemitic 
thinking that’s been going on 
for some time now in America, 
but it is a brazen dimension of 
that thinking. Much bolder and, 
let’s say, much more extreme 
than what one usually comes 
across … It is real cause for 
concern.”

Why is it happening now? 
“Because America is a troubled 
country right now for all kinds 
of reasons. People are badly 
polarized. The culture wars 
play out day in and day out. 
We are facing major inflation. 
We’ve been in the midst of 
COVID, which is far from over. 
The racial problems in America 
are far from anywhere close to 
being solved. America has been 
in an overwrought, tense and 
angry phase, and we have not 
had good national leadership 
to help bring people together. 

“And when one is in such an 
angry, badly polarized, hateful 
time, people really hate one 
another. Jew-hatred is out there 
together with a bunch of other 
hatreds. And these hatreds go 
public – especially in an age 
of social media, where the 
Internet is open to anyone and 
people can say whatever they 
want anonymously. What we 
don’t have is something like 
stability.”

Rosenfeld added: “If I could 
wish for one thing for our 
country, it would be for it to 
calm down. But America is not 
in a calming way.”

Matchan can be reached at 
matchan@jewishjournal.org

The ‘Mapping Project’
from page 1

“Responsible 
technology companies 

should recognize  
the security threat  

this site poses” 
   – Robert Trestan, ADL

https://www.massachusettsagainstantisemitism.org/
https://jewishjournal.org/2021/11/15/chabad-of-peabody-gets-creative-in-teaching-students-to-love-judaism-israel/
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