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By Shelley A. Sackett
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

After a two-year pandemic 
hiatus, the Lappin Foundation’s 
12-day, fully subsidized Youth to 
Israel Adventure resumed this 
summer, and the 83 teens from 
31 local communities and 41 
high schools returned on July 8 
with reactions that reflected a 
somber reality.

Against the current backdrop 
of rising global antisemitism 
and increased incidents of anti-
Israel sentiments and activities 
on college campuses, the 2022 
Y2I cohort was especially recep-
tive to learning ways to help 
them face the challenges they 
may soon confront as college 
students. 

Although the teens still 
kvelled over praying at the Kotel 
(Western Wall) on Shabbat, 
viewing sunrise from Masada 
and swimming in the Dead Sea, 
their post-trip reflections also 
reveal more sobering concerns 
about coping with the world in 
which they live.

By far the experience most 
mentioned as having had a sig-

nificant impact were two pre-
sentations by StandWithUs 
director of international student 
programs Charlotte Korchak. 
Speaking passionately and 
from personal experience, she 

explained the history of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
counseled how to best respond 
when encountering anti-Israel 
propaganda and misinforma-
tion.

The presentations are a regu-
lar part of the Y2I experience, 
but resonated particularly with 
this group. StandWithUs is an 
international Israel education 
organization that inspires and 

educates people of all ages and 
backgrounds, challenges misin-
formation, and fights antisemi-
tism. 

“Building on Y2I’s positive 
impact of enhancing Jewish 
identity, building community, 
and connecting teens to Israel, 
the teen Israel experience also 
takes on added importance of 
educating teens on how to iden-
tify and respond to antisemi-
tism in its many forms,” said 
Lappin Foundation Executive 
Director Deborah L. Coltin, who 
has supervised Y2I since 2006. 
“The Jewish community has an 
obligation to do this. If we don’t 
do this, who will?” 

Ephram Adler, of Wenham, 
wondered whether Israel might 
really be the aggressive apart-
heid regime he read about 
before the trip during a perusal 
of online posts and comments 
about Israel, Gaza, and the West. 
Now, armed with facts, he better 
understands how misinforma-
tion thrives on such sites and 
“feeds monsters.”  

Several teens were surprised 
to discover how little they knew 

Teens return from Y2I trip with fierce allegiance to Israel

Courtesy of Lappin Foundation 
Y2I teens at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 

continued on page 16
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CHELSEA – A decade ago, Joe Resnek 

was a precocious 23-year-old with a 
hard-knocks Chelsea background who’d 
graduated Harvard and talked his way 
into a job as a speechwriter for Obama 
administration big shots. 

His goal – he’s big on goals – was 
to get into Harvard Law School. Which 
he did. Along the way, he founded the 
law school’s mock trial team, becoming 
the top-ranked student attorney on the 
national circuit. 

Next goal: To become a public defend-
er. “It’s because I played Atticus Finch 
in my high school production of “To 
Kill A Mockingbird,” he said in an inter-
view, referring to the principled lawyer 
who championed racial justice in Harper 
Lee’s 1960 novel.  

He accomplished this, too. For two-
and-a half years, he worked at Greenfield 
District Court, representing drug offend-
ers, drunk drivers, assault-and-battery 
suspects, and others who couldn’t afford 
a private attorney. 

Resnek’s law school classmates, 
meanwhile, have gone on to judicial 

clerkships, to Wall Street, to elite law 
firms. So where is Resnek now?  

Back in Chelsea, rocking dreadlocks, 
hanging with his lifelong Chelsea pals 
– and making music about life in the 
‘hood. In June he released his first album 
called “1,” reflecting his roots in tiny 
Chelsea, the smallest city geographically 
in Massachusetts at 2.46 square miles, 
where the per capita income hovers 
around $26,000. 

Nearly 70 percent of the population 
is Latino, bearing little resemblance to 
the Chelsea of a century ago, when it 
was a working-class center of Jewish 
life, over half the population identified 
as Jewish, and Chelsea was nicknamed 
“Little Jerusalem.” Resnek’s Chelsea lin-
eage goes back to 1885, when his great-
great-grandfather Josiah came over from 
Belorussia and eventually ran a butcher 
shop. 

He sings about leaving and coming 
home, about a shared vision of commu-
nity, about hard-luck lives – in a kind of 
pop rap genre that defies categorization.  

He’s also released a couple of music 
videos, including one for his song called 
“Ghetto” where he hop-skips – singing – 
down Park Street. 

Welfare case 
Landlord chased 
Working the block is the only hope 

anyone got at making it big … 

Next goal? “Just trying to promote my 
music, and release more new music,” 
said Resnek, enjoying the night air on a 

Former White House speechwriter now singing  
a different tune in his Chelsea hometown

Courtesy of Joe Resnek
Joe Resnek, who worked in the White House, has traded law for music and is back in 
his native Chelsea. 

continued on page 9
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GENERATION

HEBREW NAME: Liba Sara
JOB: Mid-Atlantic Community Associate 
Manager, Moishe House
HOMETOWN: Marblehead
CURRENTLY LIVING IN: Washington, D.C.
ALMA MATERS: Marblehead High School ‘16,  
University of Michigan ‘20
FAVORITE FOOD: Bagels
FAVORITE MOVIE: “School of Rock”
FAVORITE TV SHOW: “Euphoria”
FAVORITE ACTIVITIES: Trivia, kickball
FAVORITE TRAVEL DESTINATION: Japan, 
South Africa
SOMEWHERE YOU’D LIKE TO GO NEXT: 
Australia
FAVORITE JEWISH PERSON NOT IN YOUR 
FAMILY: Ilana Glazer
FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: Hanukkah
FAVORITE NORTH SHORE SPOT: Marblehead 
Harbor

Olivia Hazlett, 23

Z  What is your Jewish background, growing up and now? 

Join us for a joyous celebration of our Youth! 
Sunday, August 28, 2022  •  2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell Street, Peabody

YOUTH TO ISRAEL
ADVENTURE

LAPPIN 
FOUNDATION

LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Teen Antisemitism 
Task Force

T H E  CO M M U N I T Y  I S  I N V I T E D  TO  T H E

2022 Youth to Israel Adventure (Y2I)  
Welcome Home Event

Dessert reception to follow
The program is free and everyone is welcome to attend.

For more information about the event, to make a  
reservation or for information about giving opportunities,  
visit LappinFoundation.org or contact Susan Feinstein 
(978-740-4431 or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org).

Keynote Speaker Josh Kraft,  
President of Kraft Family Philanthropies

Hear from Y2I teens as they share reflections  
about their life-changing adventure in Israel.

Presentation of the Robert Israel Lappin Award for  
Inspirational Leadership to Lucy New and Sofia Vatnik, 
Co-Chairs of the Teen Antisemitism Task Force

My entire family is from Marblehead. I’m very thankful to still have 
four grandparents, and everybody lives in Marblehead, including 
my parents. I grew up reform, I attended Temple Emanu-El, went 
through Hebrew school there, and was bat mitzvahed there as well.
I think my Jewish journey really started when I went on the Lappin 
Foundation’s trip Y2I in the summer of 2014. Operation Protective 
Edge was happening at that time, and was really impactful in that 
when I came back, everybody was like, ‘Where are your pictures 
with the camels, and the wall, and everything?’ And so that really 
got me into Israel advocacy and explaining to my peers what the 
true situation on the ground was. I was invited back the following 
summer to be an Israel advocacy counselor on the following year’s 
trip. 
I came back and was looking for more Jewish connection with 
those friends I had made. I cofounded a [B’nai B’rith Youth 
Organization] chapter on the North Shore, which was amazing to 
introduce me to a more global Jewish network. By the time I gradu-
ated high school and was headed off to Michigan, I was looking 
to continue that involvement and became linked in with Hillel, and 
was part of a sorority that was predominantly Jewish, and had the 
opportunity to travel to Poland, and to London and Spain with the 
Jewish Resource Center on campus.
I studied abroad on Semester at Sea, so I lived on a cruise ship 
for four months, and I got to serve as an intern for an organization 
called ‘Kahal: Your Jewish Home Abroad.’ We had a club called 
‘Jews on a Cruise,’ and we were really able to connect with the 
Jewish communities in each place that we docked. For example, 
when we were in Shanghai, we got to visit the Jewish Refugees 
Museum. When we were in India, we got to go to a neighborhood 
in Kochi called Jew Town, which has about 60 Jews remaining. We 
got to celebrate Passover on the ship and be connected with our 
religion while we’re traversing many different continents. 
When it was finally time for me to enter the real world when the 
pandemic hit, I was looking for the same opportunities for commu-
nity building and connecting with my religious background. The job 
that came forward was working at Maryland Hillel, and the Social 
Justice Springboard Fellow. From August 2020 to this past May, I 
was serving in that capacity in College Park. It was really an awe-
some opportunity to meet students at the University of Maryland, 
get to know and work specifically with the freshman population 
adjusting to college in what could be considered a very unique time 
to do so, and put on social justice programming. 

Yes. Moishe House is a Jewish organization dedi-
cated to providing Jewish community for people 
who are post-college, pre-settled down. To create 
this community, they open houses and they heav-
ily subsidize rent for 3-5 residents living in those 
houses, and in exchange they ask those residents 
to put on a number of programs for their commu-
nity. It’s a great way for people moving to a new 
city to have a living and breathing component to 
their Judaism in their own home. I’m the commu-
nity manager for the Mid-Atlantic. I’ll be meeting 
with and helping resident transitions if people are 
moving in or out, ensuring that they’re meeting all 
the attendance requirements, meeting all the differ-
ent program types there are. It’s a really cool thing 
and I’m just there to make sure the residents stay 
on track and be a figure they can come to with 
questions. 

You recently started working for 
Moishe House.

What are some things you’ve noticed 
working with young Jews in so many  
different capacities?

I think Judaism is definitely growing and evolving 
as time goes on in terms of more and more people 
are coming from an interfaith background; there’s 
more and more acceptance and exposure to Jews 
of color. I think the definition of Judaism and those 
who feel comfortable expressing their Judaism 
or learning more about Judaism is growing, and 
I think that’s really a positive thing. In Maryland 
we talk a lot about ‘big tent Judaism,’ or ‘big tent 
pluralism:’ opening up our doors to whoever wants 
to identify or associate themselves with Jewish 
learnings and teachings and practices. I think that 
a lot of Gen Z members are increasingly part of 
identifying themselves in those ways. I’m excited 
to see how practice evolves and Judaism grows 
from there. 

mailto:978-740-4431orsfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org
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JAMAICA PLAIN – Chanting 

homophobic and anti-pedo-
phile slogans, about 15 masked 
members of the neo-Nazi group 
NSC-131 demonstrated in front 
of an historic mansion here late 
last month, carrying a banner 
that read “Pedo Scum Off Our 
Street.” 

The impetus was the Drag 
Queen Story Hour that had 
been hosted earlier that day at 
the Loring Greenough House, 
a community gathering place 
known for diversity and inclu-
siveness. It’s a program – not 
unique to Boston – where drag 
queens read stories to children 
in libraries, schools and book-
stores to build empathy and 
raise awareness of gender diver-
sity. 

Charges were filed for dis-
orderly conduct against 
Christopher R. Hood, 23, of 
Pepperell, founder of NSC-131, 
or Nationalist Social Club. But 
while the demonstration did not 
explicitly target Jewish groups, 
NSC-131, founded in Worcester 
in 2019, also has Jews in its 
crosshairs. 

Its members see themselves 
as “soldiers at war with a hostile-
Jewish-controlled system that is 
deliberately plotting the extinc-
tion of the white race,” according 
to the Anti-Defamation League’s 
website. “NSC espouses racism, 
antisemitism and intolerance 
via the Internet, propaganda 
distributions and the use of graf-
fiti.” 

One of the group’s hallmarks 
is participating in localized flash 
demonstrations and counter 
protests as well as mainstream 
events, such as this year’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in South 
Boston where they showed up 
along the parade route behind a 
banner that read “Keep Boston 
Irish.” (Hood attended that one, 
too: A Boston police spokesman 
said he was arrested at the time 
for public drinking.) In 2020, the 
group was also behind a “slap 
tag” incident where hate stickers 
were posted in downtown Salem 
and on Salem Common. 

“Their hatred of Jews is at 
the center of their ideology,” 
said Robert Trestan, the New 
England regional director of the 
Anti-Defamation League. “They 

have certainly been more vis-
ible recently. They participated 
in January 6; members of this 
group went to Washington, DC. 
They’re increasingly active on 
the streets, from the insurrec-
tion to JP.” 

What happened at the 
Jamaica Plain neo-Nazi protest, 
he said, “is definitely a Jewish 
story.” 

The event at Loring 
Greenough House “was not 
antisemitic but that’s what they 
are – white supremacists and 
antisemites,” said Diane Spears, 
the board president.   

To demonstrate against that 
demonstration, there was a 
“No Nazi Homophobes in JP” 
rally last Saturday opposing the 
NSC-131 event. Organized by 
Solidarity Against Hate Boston, 
it was held across the street from 
Loring Greenough House.  

Drawing about 150 people, 
attendees spoke out against 
homophobia, racism, fascism, 
police aggression, and other 
concerns. Patrick Burr, who’d 
performed as the drag queen at 
last week’s story hour as Patty 
Bourrée told the group that his 
performance is not a ploy, as the 
neo-Nazi group alleged, to gain 
proximity to children for sex. It’s 
to promote “literacy, creativity 
and self-love in kids of all ages.”  

Though there were no orga-
nized Jewish groups apparent, it 
was clear that the original dem-
onstration had reverberated 
among Jewish individuals.   

“I’m here in solidarity with 
all the issues impacting our 
democracy,” said Susan Trotz of 
Jamaica Plain, a retired school 
guidance counselor who lost 
family members in Nazi death 
camps. The neo-Nazi protest 
really unleashed the need for 
everyone to work together – for 
reproductive rights, LGBTQ 
rights, poverty, homelessness, 
antisemitism. They are all con-
nected.” 

“I take what happened last 
Saturday very personally,” said 
another Jewish woman who 
asked that her name not be 
used, for fear of being targeted 
personally. “We are still too close 
to events that happened 70 or 
80 years ago, though it doesn’t 
feel that long. There are still 
some crazy things that are hap-
pening. I’m sorry that … Jewish 
organizations weren’t out there 

to protest.”  
“It is really important there is 

vocal opposition to these hate-
ful groups,” said Jeremy Nesoff, 
who is Jewish and works at a 
national educational non-profit 
and lives nearby.   

“The event was the product 
of growing white supremacism 
in our country that uses politi-
cal violence and intimidation as 
a tool. And if those of us who 
oppose it don’t choose to stand 
up now, things are only going to 
get worse.  

He added that he is the grand-
son of two Holocaust survivors. 
“At age 51 these are things I’ve 
been thinking about my whole 
life. And 2022 is the first time 
I came face to face with actual 
Nazis.  The idea that these issues 
are in the past or are history is a 
fantasy we need to snap out of.”   

Matchan can be reached at 
matchan@jewishjournal.org 

  
  
  
 
  
  

Demonstrators rally against neo-Nazi group 
in Jamaica Plain

Photo: Linda Matchan/Journal Staff 
Susan Trotz of Jamaica Plain, who is Jewish and lost family members 
in the Holocaust, attended the rally to stand up to Nazi fascism.  
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Tisha B’Av, the ninth day of the Hebrew 
month of Av, begins Saturday evening. 
Traditionally, Jews have fasted on this day 

that marks the destruction of both of Jerusalem’s 
holy temples in 423 BCE and 70 CE. The ninth 
of Av has long been a reminder of distressing 
moments in Jewish history. In 1313 BCE, as noted 
in the Torah, the spies returned from a mission 
to the Promised Land on the ninth of Av to report 
that the land “consumes its inhabitants.” On 
this same day, The Bar Kochba revolt against the 
Romans in 133 ended in defeat. Also, in 1290, 
England’s Jews were expelled, and in 1492, Jews 
were banished from Spain. Numerous other 
tragedies have occurred on Tisha B’Av that have 
directly impacted Jews, including the mass 
deportation from the Warsaw Ghetto, which 
began on July 23, 1942.

Coincidences or not, this day looms large 
in Jewish history. Traditionally, Jews give 
charity and spend much of the day in deep 
contemplation. These days we have a lot to 
contemplate, and Tisha B’Av is an opportunity 
to slow down and remove oneself from popular 

culture and the ever-persistent news cycle.
If tragedy can occur again and again on the 

same date than surely there must be room for 
something good to also happen on Tisha B’Av. 
On this day, we might take a moment to look 
inward, to connect with our souls.  

On this day perhaps you can go for a walk, 
sit on the beach, or find a patch of open space 
in your favorite forest. Or simply pull up a chair 
in your kitchen and relax. Breathe deeply and 
slowly, and try to let go of the meaningless things 
you’ve been carrying around. Think about the 
sanctity of life, family, and what’s important to 
you. Take a moment and look to the heavens in 
amazement.  

It is likely that you’ll appreciate this gift 
of introspection and letting go. It could be a 
reminder that we do not control everything and 
that we live amidst an infinite universe that is 
vaster than our own concerns.  In this reflection, 
perhaps we can come to understand that there 
are not always answers to everything, and  
that the only thing we can control is our  
actions.

JEWISH JOURNAL
STEVEN A. ROSENBERG

Publisher/Editor

Tisha B’Av

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
We accept letters by email and U.S. mail.  

Email your letter, with “Letter to the Editor” in the subject,  
to editor@jewishjournal.org; or mail to: Letters to the Editor,  

The Jewish Journal, P.O. Box 2089, Salem, MA 01970. 
We encourage a diversity of voices and views in our letters.  

Letters should be a maximum of 300 words, and should refer  
to an article that has appeared in the Jewish Journal within  

the last 30 days. Letters exceeding 300 words could be subject 
to editing and may not be published in their entirety. 

LETTERS

Get local Jewish and interfaith news by signing up  
for your FREE subscription to THE JEWISH JOURNAL. 

Email your address to: editor@jewishjournal.org.
Or join our mailing list and receive our newsletter. 

Email your address to: newsletter@jewishjournal.org.

I just finished reading the 
article on the graduates from 
the Epstein Hillel School 
(“Eleven graduate from Hillel 
School,” Jewish Journal, July 7). 
The article included all of the 
speakers and a picture of the 
graduates. 

As a grandfather of one of 

the graduates, I think it would 
have been appropriate to have 
included the names of the 
graduates. I think they should 
have some personal recognition 
in addition to the wonderful 
teachers.

Dr. Jack Meltzer
Marblehead

I want to address the issues 
raised by Alan Stein in his July 
21 letter responding my July 7 
letter to the editor. It is amazing 
that those who defend Israeli 
action go back centuries for a 
rationale. His statements about 
Ukrainian antisemitism in the 
16th century or Ukraine’s record 
during World War II are old his-
tory and should not be forgot-
ten but should never be used to 
excuse actions today. 

Mr. Stein conveniently for-
gets that Ukraine was part of 
Russia for many years. Nor does 
he mention the 1939 Molotov-
Ribbentrop treaty between the 
Russians and Germans. 

Russia has always been and 
still is the main source of anti-
semitism and Ukraine was their 
puppet. Russia has consistently 
supported dictators and anti-
democratic actions in its own 
nation. Look at Russia’s major 
war supporters now: Syria, Iran, 
China, North Korea, Hungary, 
Myanmar. Does Israel really 

want to join that group? Because 
Ukraine may support UN reso-
lutions against Israel does not 
make them any worse than 
many other UN nations.

The only concern now is that 
Russian criminal aggression 
be stopped. Words of support 
are meaningless to Ukraine as 
Russians purposely kill civil-
ians including Jews, and attack 
Jewish institutions in Russia 
itself.

Think of an athletic man 
standing on a beach watching 
a child drowning in the surf. 
Rather than rescue him he just 
yells encouragement to the child 
as he slowly drowns. Israel is just 
standing there yelling at Russia 
but oral support does not stop 
tanks nor bombs nor missiles.

Come on Israel. Decide who 
is right and actually act! We all 
know there is only one right 
actor in this war and we know 
who that is.

David Jacobson
Andover

Graduates deserve name recognition 

Russian criminal aggression should be stopped

By Scott A. Tepper

I had a wonderful opportunity to spend time 
with Kid #1 when we were both visiting my 
parents.

We took a walk and I was gushing about my 
recent fortunate opportunities to hear Joe Russo’s 
Almost Dead (JRAD) and Melvin Seals’ Jerry 
Garcia Revue at the Northlands Music Festival in 
Swanzey, N.H., and then, thanks to a dear holy 
buddy, to hear Dead and Company at Gillette 
Stadium (Foxboro, MA).

My very perceptive child, who is not a Deadhead 
(I tried, Ribono shel Olam) asked me, “Doesn’t it 
get boring hearing the same music all the time?” 
Not at all, I explained. It was well known that one 
could see the Dead three nights in a row and never 
hear a repeated song. In my case, in fact, JRAD 
and Melvin Seals had played two of the same 
songs on consecutive nights: “New Speedway 
Boogie” (a typically bold JRAD opener) and “Stella 
Blue.” Each ensemble brought their own feel to 
the songs. That’s natural for musicians in general 
and very much in keeping with Dead tradition. If 
one followed a Dead tour, one might hear a song 
several times in different cities, but the rendition 
would never be the same. This is one character-
istic of the Dead world to which we Jews connect 
– the song is keva, that which is fixed, and each
performance has its kavana, its intention. And
then it hit me from a different angle.

The synagogue-attending Jew goes to their 

synagogue every week, and hears the same words, 
with the same melodies, usually presented by 
the same person. Boring? Adraba! (Au contraire!) 
We desire and find sacred space in the familiar 
ritual combination of word and melody in com-
munity with others who seek the same sacred 
space and mystical experience. In congregations 
of any denomination, the ba’al tefilla who devi-
ates from the usual even with just slight changes 
in phrasing can expect comments at kiddush 
later. (As my father likes to say, “Go please every-
body.”) Even visiting a different synagogue and 
experiencing minor differences in nusach tefilla 
(liturgical text) throws us off. Example 1: In the 
Shabbat paragraph R’tzei ve-M’nuchateinu (Have-
Divine-will for our rest), the Ashkenazi world 
says, ve-samcheinu be-yishu’atecha (And make us 
joyous in Your salvation). The Sefardi nusach, used 
by the AR”I and brought into Chabad nusach, 
says ve-samei’ach nafsheinu be-yishu’atecha (And 
make our souls joyous in Your salvation.) I prefer 
Nusach AR”I now, but encountering it the first 
few times threw my focus off. Example 2: If your 
synagogue follows the egalitarian nusach for Avot, 
and you visit a synagogue that does not, you feel 
something is missing when the Foremothers are 
missing.

Deadheads who heard Jerry occasionally had 
the experience of him transposing lyric lines or 
an entire stanza and being distracted a bit in our 
reverie. We desire the regularity and familiar-

Photo: Wikipedia
This is one characteristic of the Dead world to which we Jews connect – the song is keva, that which is 
fixed, and each performance has its kavana, its intention. 

The Dead and davening

continued on page 5
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By Hannah Lebovits
Forward.com

The first time I touched a dead 
body was in a sanitized room 
inside a Dallas funeral home. I was 

stationed next to Ana’s toenails, with a 
small toothpick and a Q-tip. While firmly 
holding onto her foot, I silently cleaned 
away any dead skin, dirt or debris that 
might be found under her nails or 
between her toes. 

Though Ana’s primary residence was 
several hours from the city, and she was 
not affiliated with any local synagogues, 
a burial plot in Dallas had her name on 
it. In Dallas, Ana’s family requested a 
Jewish burial service, including a plain, 
pine coffin and a ritual cleansing. The 
funeral home alerted the local Chevra 
Kadisha, the organization that prepares 
bodies in accordance with Jewish law, 
to perform the tahara or purification 
rituals, and, along with four other 
women, I volunteered. 

Jewish death and Jewish life seem 
vastly different to me since joining the 
Chevra. Jewish life gets more and more 
public every day. Last year, an online 
Jewish organization paid for prime 
advertisement space in Times Square 
to fight antisemitism. Netflix offers 
Jewish experiences on demand, includ-
ing the nuanced, scripted “Shtisel,” 
and the unabashed, reality-TV show 
“My Unorthodox Life.” Meanwhile, on 
Instagram, TikTok and Twitter, one can 
find countless accounts dedicated to 
informing the public about Jewish life 
and interfaith experiences. 

Yet, while Jewish life seems to be 
increasingly visible, Jewish death rituals 
remain private, intimate and authentic. 
Narcissism and self-promotion are left 
at the entrance to the funeral home. 
Inside the tahara room, individual opin-
ions, personal comfort and even your 
schedule are entirely secondary to the 
needs of the deceased. The experience 
is calming and comforting specifically 
because it is not about you. It’s a lesson 
for all of us who consider ourselves to 
be representatives of and in service to 
Jewish life. 

If we can take a few moments to dis-
connect from the noise and selfishness 
of everyday living and instead focus on 
accountability – particularly in our inter-
actions with those who may never repay 
us – we can maintain a certain purity of 
action in living an authentic Jewish life.

Prior to walking into the tahara room, 
I helped to prepare the casket. The first 
thing we realized, upon opening the box, 
was that there were not enough wood 
shavings to properly prepare her casket. 
Ana’s head was to be propped up on a 
pillow filled with wood shavings, and her 
body to lie on a sheet covering an arched 
bed filled with more wood shavings. We 
laid out the burial shrouds across the 
aron (casket) and waited for a funeral 

home manager to find more of this 
important material, but no additional 
wood could be found. 

We asked her to keep some on hand 
for the future, set up what we had and 
hurried into the tahara room, unwilling 
to make the body wait for even another 
second. 

After cleaning Ana’s nails and check-
ing her body for any open wounds, I 
picked up a pot full of water. Starting 
with Ana’s hair, I poured the water from 
the pot onto her body as another mem-
ber of the Chevra Kadisha 
washed her with a simple 
white linen cloth. We 
made our way down the 
right side of her body as 
another pair of women 
did the same on the left. 
Her body was cold to the 
touch.

Towels covered her 
body, and we lifted those 
towels only to reach a 
specific spot. Once the area was cleaned 
of any residual dirt or blood, we covered 
it again. Any bleeding that we had found 
during the process would be collected 
and buried in the casket with her. 

I watched as her head remained 
elevated the entire time. Ana could be 
seen yet she herself could not see, and as 
such, we kept her face and eyes covered, 
out of respect. 

Before washing Ana, I washed my 
own hands. In line with the ritual prac-
tice, I poured water from a cup onto 
my right hand, making sure the water 
spread from my wrist to the ends of my 
fingers. Then, I did the same for the left 
hand. I repeated this three times, in 
silence. After Ana’s body was cleaned, we 
washed again, replaced our gloves and 
filled three more buckets with water. 

Ideally, Ana’s body would be entirely 
submerged in a mikvah. However, since 

that is not feasible in our community, we 
are required to pour water in a manner 
that will ensure that the flow does not 
stop, simulating a complete immersion. 
Ana’s body was completely uncovered 
as three women poured the buckets of 
water over her, beginning with her head 
and ending with her feet, making sure 
that the flow from the bucket was con-
tinuous. After the three women poured, 
we all proclaimed Ana’s purity, and one 
woman read the prayers. We then imme-
diately covered and dried Ana’s body and 

began to dress her in 
burial shrouds. 

Local traditions vary 
across places as different 
leaders (the “Rosha”) will 
follow specific customs 
they’ve been taught and 
have found to work. 
The practices followed 
by our Chevra include 
specific outlined ritu-
als, local traditions and 

tikkunim, or “perfections.” A tikkun is a 
practice that assists in the performance 
of the ritual and serves as a reminder 
to the members of the Chevra that they 
must treat the body – which once held 
the soul and is now in transition – with 
the utmost respect. 

One tikkun our Chevra keeps is plac-
ing a sign with the deceased’s Hebrew 
name in the tahara room, so that there 
is no time lost waiting to recall the name 
as we say the prayers. While dressing 
Ana, we turned the garments slightly 
inside out so that Ana’s body would not 
have to be moved more than necessary 
as we pulled them up her body – another 
tikkun we performed. 

Before we closed up the casket, the 
leader put egg wash and vinegar on 
Ana’s eyes, sprinkled earth from the Holy 
Land on her face, as well as over her 
heart and the top of her pants, and situ-

ated small pieces of broken pottery on 
her eyes and mouth. 

When the tahara was complete, we 
asked Ana for forgiveness. In English 
now, we expressed regret in case any-
thing we had done was upsetting to her 
and asked that she grant us forgiveness 
if we had wronged her or mistreated her. 
We paused for a moment of silence, and 
I began to tear up. I thought of the wood 
shavings and the slight bit of height that 
Ana’s headrest was missing. 

No one would know about the wood 
shavings, just as no one knew exactly 
what happened in the tahara room and 
how meticulously we cleaned, washed 
and observed the process to be certain 
it was perfect. But at this moment, as we 
asked Ana to understand our intentions, 
the living people in the room were held 
to task. We had to give an accounting – 
not to others – but to ourselves. 

This is the only moment during the 
tahara process where the spotlight falls 
on us, the burial society. It is not a self-
congratulatory moment, nor is it a time 
to explain or to provide a rationale for 
why we couldn’t find the wood shavings. 
Because ultimately, no one mattered 
except Ana, and she already knew what 
we had done. 

We could not pretend or perform. We 
could only do our best and ask for for-
giveness.

Members of the Chevra Kadisha do 
not advertise our services. We are called 
to serve and do so with regularity. When 
the funeral asks for us, we are there. 
When the loved ones of the deceased 
decide we are necessary, we emerge. 

Our work exists without any fanfare 
or publicity. We do not even pause while 
setting up the casket to describe to the 
funeral home manager why we do what 
we do or the purpose of each item, as 
this is time that belongs solely to Ana. 
It is the deceased who own this experi-
ence, it is not ours to co-opt. 

Perhaps, this is why it is a chesed shel 
emet – the most truthful kindness. Only 
in that room, while in front of someone 
to whom we are accountable and who 
will never be able to judge or share, can 
we finally achieve true honesty.

I believe that this honesty need not 
only be for those who have passed. 
Jewish living also deserves a quiet, non-
performative, technical yet emotionally 
connective side. 

Caring for others should be the norm 
in our communal settings. And doing 
so without fanfare and without a public 
relations group or social media helps to 
maintain its sanctity. 

This story was originally published by 
the Forward. Sign up at www.forward.
com/newsletters to get the latest stories 
from the Forward delivered to you each 
morning. Hannah Lebovits is an assis-
tant professor of public affairs at the 
University of Texas-Arlington. 

The work of a Chevra 
Kadisha is done without 

promotion or fanfare, and 
is solely for the benefit of 

the deceased.

Volunteering for a Jewish burial society showed me 
how to live a more sacred life

Photo by iStock

ity of the ritual so that we can 
bring ourselves to it. We expect 
and want and are prepared for 
“China Cat Sunflower” to segue 
to “I Know You Rider”, but we 
are happy anyway if it leads to 
“Fire on the Mountain.” JRAD 
and the tribute bands like to 
experiment with openers and 
pairings and challenge our 
expectations. In February, I 
heard Dancing Bears, a tribute 
band from Baltimore (shame-
less plug – one of their lead gui-
tarists is my cousin.) They per-
formed a marvelous “Slipknot!”, 
and ended it with a rallentando 
of the riff. Sprinkled through 
the enthusiastic applause were 
calls of “Finish the Tower!” How 

could a band play “Slipknot!” 
without segueing into “Franklin’s 
Tower?” Dancing Bears did, and 
they let us appreciate “Slipknot!” 
for the exploration it is on its 
own.

One of the better perfor-
mances at the Gillette show was 
“St. Stephen.” One person in 
our group had never seen a live 
Dead performance. I mentioned 
to him that the song had been a 
bit of a rarity in the Garcia years. 
Now Dead and Company, JRAD, 
and tribute bands play it regular-
ly, precisely because it had been 
such a rarity. Then I remarked to 
my very experienced Deadhead 
buddy, “And you can never hear 
“St. Stephen” too many times.” 

He agreed. (Maybe he was just 
humoring my pontifications.)

“St. Stephen” is like Kedusha. 
It’s a high point of great depth. 
By the time Kedusha comes 
around, you are usually ready for 
it because the rest of Shacharit 
has built you up to it. Rabbi 
David Wolfe-Blank z”l taught 
about the flow of tefilla building 
up to various high points. By the 
time you hear “St. Stephen”, you 
are usually well primed for it. 
On the other hand, JRAD could 
blast it out as an opener and 
nobody would complain. Our 
tefilla is quite proscribed, of 
course, and nobody would think 
to rearrange things to open with 
Kedusha.

There can be a flip side to the 
familiarity. In the Garcia years, 
I did become tired of “Not Fade 
Away” and “New Minglewood 
Blues.” They seemed to crop up 
in too many of the concerts I 
attended. They seemed to be 
easy-to-jam time-fillers that 
were guaranteed crowd-pleas-
ers. Maybe you have experi-
enced a cantor or ba’al tefilla 
who always embellishes a cer-
tain paragraph to the point that 
it becomes predictable, which in 
turn becomes distracting. (“Yep, 
here comes their Hashkiveinu 
again…”)

And then JRAD concluded 
their Northlands set with “Not 
Fade Away.” I had a moment 

of that “Not another NFA” feel-
ing, but then I decided to give 
myself over to the happy experi-
ence of hearing it live again in 
a community of happy souls. 
You know that love will not fade 
away.

Scott A. Tepper has been 
a ba’al tefilla and teacher in 
Boston’s Jewish community 
and beyond for decades. He 
created and teaches the webi-
nar “Grateful Jews – Exploring 
Jewish Connections to the World 
of the Grateful Dead” and is a 
member of the Grateful Dead 
Studies Association. This  
article originally appeared in 
blogs.timesofisrael.com. 

The Dead and davening
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By Jules Becker
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BOSTON – Could Megan 
Sandberg-Zakian be the perfect 
director to capture the light and 
darkness of Shakespeare’s clas-
sic, “Much Ado about Nothing”? 

The Armenian-Jewish author 
of “There Must Be Happy 
Endings: On a Theater of 
Optimism and Honesty” has spo-
ken of “20th century genocides 
on both sides of my heritage.” 
Perhaps her book and her heri-
tage have influenced her light 
and dark staging of this disarm-
ing comedy for Commonwealth 
Shakespeare Company, free for 
audiences at Boston Common. 

A festive curtain and high-
energy reveling may lead some 
theatergoers to see this reviv-
al as a mere good time, but 
Sandberg-Zakian makes some 
telling points about women and 
honesty in relationships along 
the way.

Set after the 1991 Operation 
Desert Storm, this edition 
intriguingly identifies Padua 
lord and soldier Benedick as a 
woman – a choice that should 
call attention to the fact that 
many women commanded 
units during the Gulf War. 
Designer Kathleen Doyle has 
smartly clothed Benedick and 
fellow returning soldiers Don 
Pedro, Prince of Aragon, and 
Claudio, a count of Florence, in 
military brown and berets. 
Beatrice, who fights a “merry 
war” of words with Benedick 
throughout the play, sports a 
sharp pink suit at one moment 
and elegant outfits at others. 

If Rachael Warren as Beatrice 
and Tia James as Benedick bring 
vivid playfulness to their char-
acters’ witty exchanges, James 
has all of Benedick’s principle, in 
contrast to Don Pedro and espe-
cially Claudio’s outrageous turn-
ing on the latter’s love Hero in 
the absence of any real evidence 
of infidelity. Michael Underhill 
is strikingly self-assured as Don 
Pedro and Erik Robles proper-
ly impulsive as Claudio. Given 
that Claudio travels with Don 
Pedro, the former’s grieving in 
Spanish (when he believes that 
Hero is dead) is a clever touch. 
Remo Airaldi is a standout as 
Messina governor and Hero’s 
father Leonato. Airaldi makes 
Leonato’s tirade against inno-

cent Hero as chilling as Capulet’s 
emotional abusiveness with his 
daughter in “Romeo and Juliet.” 
Rebecca Anne Whittaker is mov-
ingly vulnerable at the play’s 
darkest moments – so much so 
that it should be difficult for 
audience members to fully for-
give the men who torment her at 
one moment and embrace her 
at another.

By comparison, the actual 
villains (though Don Pedro, 
Claudio, and Leonato have 
their villainous moments) are a 
mixed bag. Gunnar Manchester 
needs more fire as Don Pedro’s 
brother, Don John. By contrast, 
Sarah Corey balances follower 
Borachio’s strong scheming and 
eventual truthfulness on being 
caught. At the same time, Debra 
Wise is a hoot as Dogberry, the 
malapropism-rich Constable, 
though the Dogberry entou-
rage has lost its comic punch. 
John Kuntz makes the most of 
fanning and flamboyance as 
Leonato’s ‘’brother” Antonio – 
though his later moments in 
more conservative attire prove 
more affecting. Jon Vellante 
brings fine phrasing and reso-
nance to Don Pedro attendant 
Balthasar’s reflective song, “Sigh 
No More.”

Equally memorable are the 
gymnastically agile moves of 
the matchmaking groups and 
Warren and James as Beatrice 
and Benedick recognizing their 
feelings for each other. Kudos 
goes to Levi Philip Marsman’s 
choreography and movement 
coaching here as well as for 
revelry. Designer Lawrence E. 
Moten III bring gold-dominated 
elegance to Leonato’s mansion.

Sandberg-Zakian gives the 
comedy’s women equal time in 
love and war.  The subtext about 
the women being more truth-
ful than the men in the play 
is convincing. Enjoy the gener-
ally strong acting and the cheery 
moments, but do not lose sight 
of the darker passages. The 
Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company’s “Much Ado About 
Nothing” really has something 
to say, and it does so well.

“Much Ado About Nothing,” 
Commonwealth Shakespeare 
Company, Parkman Bandstand 
on the Boston Common at 8 
p.m. through Aug. 7. Free. Visit 
www.commshakes.org

Women get equal time  
in love and war in Boston 
version of ‘Much Ado’

Photo: Nile Scott Studios
Rachael Warren (center left) as Beatrice and Tia James (center right) 
as Benedick in Commonwealth Shakespeare Company’s production 
of “Much Ado About Nothing.” 
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By Bette Keva
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

BEVERLY – An arresting oil 
painting, “The Last Movement,” 
by renowned international artist 
and Holocaust survivor Samuel 
Bak, now hangs in the lobby 
of Temple B’nai Abraham in 
Beverly. The gift is a joint dona-
tion from the Montserrat College 
of Art and the Pucker family, 
owners of the Pucker Gallery of 
Boston, which has represented 
the artist for 50 years. 

“We Jews have survived over 
generations,” said Temple B’nai 
Abraham Rabbi Alison Adler. 
“This painting which now has 
an honored place in our lobby 
moves us to continue to live 
Jewishly and bring our experi-
ence and resources to making 
the world a better place. 

“These are unsettling times. 
We remember the past so that 
we can work to create a world 
free of suffering and oppres-
sion, and never give up hope.”

Kurt Steinberg, president of 
Montserrat, has known Samuel 
Bak for many years and decided 
to bring an exhibit of his works 
to the college’s Beverly campus 
in the spring. Steinberg watched 
as the sisterhood, the trustees, 
and congregants from Temple 
B’nai Abraham streamed in to 
the Montserrat Gallery to view 
37 paintings and works on paper 
created between the 1990s and 
today in the exhibit “Samuel Bak 
and the Art of Remembrance.” 
But one painting almost always 
stopped visitors in their tracks. 

“People seemed to land near 
that particular painting, ‘The Last 
Movement,” said Steinberg. So, 
when Bak and the Pucker Gallery 
offered to donate four paintings 
to the college, Steinberg thought 
the college in turn should donate 
‘The Last Movement” to Temple 
B’nai Abraham. 

The painting depicts a quar-
tet playing their instruments in 
the midst of a chaotic, war-rav-
aged landscape. The musicians 
appear to be dead or near death. 
But beyond the desolation of the 
foreground is a distant, magnifi-
cent natural scene of sky and 
a river beside a mountain – all 
in brilliant blue hues. It is sig-
nature Bak: devastation in the 
foreground set against hope and 
beauty in the background. 

Describing “The Last 
Movement,” Pucker Gallery 
owner Bernie Pucker said Bak 
“invites us into a space that is 
both flawed and hopeful. This 

speaks of horror into beauty and 
back again.  Beauty in the midst 
of the Holocaust, where creativ-
ity took place.” 

Bak, who is 88, had his first 
painting exhibit at age 9 when 
imprisoned inside the Vilna 
ghetto, where thousands of Jews 
were killed by the Nazis.

Born on August 12, 1933 in 
Vilna – then Poland and later  
Lithuania – to educated, middle-
class parents, Bak was 8 years 
old when the Germans occupied 
Vilna in June 1941 and ordered 
Jews to wear the yellow Jewish 
badge. In September, the depor-
tation of Jews to the Vilna Ghetto 
began. In March 1943, Bak – 
already known as a child prodigy 
– was invited to participate in an 
art and poetry exhibit organized 
within the ghetto. 

“The Nazis reduced the popu-
lation of the ghetto from 50,000 
to 19,000 and then decided to 
keep it that way, just killing a few 
people every day,” said Bak in 
an interview. “There was a kind 
of quiet period in the ghetto. 
People gathered to play music, 
read poetry, play jazz. It became 
incredibly important. At age 9, 
I exhibited with the painters in 
the ghetto. This need we have 
for art, to communicate, to look 
at things with a different view – 
all these things came into those 
paintings.” 

His father and four grandpar-
ents were all killed by the Nazis, 
while only he and his mother 
survived. They immigrated to 
the new state of Israel in 1948.

Bak, who has lived in Weston 
for the past 30 years, was the 
keynote speaker this year at 
Montserrat’s class of 2022 com-
mencement. where he received 
an honorary doctorate of fine 
arts. In his speech to the aspir-
ing class of artists, he con-
nected “the cave paintings 
to the Renaissance, from the 
Impressionists to the Cubists, 
and the endless fireworks of 
avant-garde Modernism. How 
was I to find my way? How was I 
to distinguish mere fashion from 
true innovation? …Who was I? 
What made me think the way I 
thought?” 

The experience of the 
Holocaust had sunk “into my 
psyche,” and he “had to know 
more than the history of art. I 
had to understand the history 
of my times and ask myself the 
questions about the complexi-
ties which determine our human 
condition.” 

After studying in Tel Aviv, 

Jerusalem, and Paris, he began 
to realize he had a story to tell, 
“an almost sacred duty to fulfill. I 
had to show my murdered family 
that in me they were forever alive 
… They would be remembered.” 

He wanted to avoid “stories 
that hurt” and images that are 
painful. He sought to tell his 
story metaphorically and sym-
bolically, creating images that 
ask for interpretation. The con-
tent of his paintings go beyond 
his experience of the Holocaust, 
he told the Montserrat students. 
His quest has continued as an 
exploration of our human con-
dition.

Bak is grateful that Temple 
B’nai Abraham is displaying his 
work to the public. “A painting 
that isn’t being looked at doesn’t 
exist,” He said. “It’s meaningful 
to me that it’s going to a public, 
not a private, place.” 

Hope amidst the Holocaust in Samuel Bak 
painting donated to Temple B’nai Abraham

From left to right, Montserrat President Kurt T. Steinberg, Ed.D., Ken Hartman, past president of Temple 
B’nai Abraham, and Rabbi Alison Adler.
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LookingAhead
Submit your events to calendar@jewishjournal.org

Shabbat Candle-Lighting Times
Friday, August 5  7:41 p.m.
Friday, August 12  7:32 p.m.

ONGOING
KNITTING KNIGHTS AT THE JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m., in-person at the 
Women’s Health Club and on Zoom, 4 Community Road, Marblehead. Visit www.
jccns.org for link.

ISRAELI DANCE GROUP AT TEMPLE NER TAMID in Peabody. Tuesday 
nights at 8 p.m. No partner needed and all levels welcome, $2 donation. For more 
information, email: algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody.

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING at the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and Sundays, 8:30 
a.m., 4 Community Road, Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for more information. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP at the JCCNS. Thursdays, 1 p.m. The 
JCCNS English Conversation Group, led by Carol Denbo, will meet weekly to practice 
English speaking skills and provide an opportunity for learners to improve their 
speaking confidence and meet other adults who are learning English. Free. For more 
information and to RSVP, contact Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.com

MONDAY, AUGUST 8
JCCNS WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB, 
1 p.m. at the JCCNS. The book “Fifty 
Words For Rain” by Asha Lemmie will 
be discussed. Book club will be meeting 
in person at the JCCNS but will also be 
available virtually. Email Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com for Zoom link. Visit 
www.jccns.org for more information.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12
SHABBAT BBQ, 6 p.m. Presented 
by Temple Ner Tamid, followed by 
a service for all at 7 p.m., a Young 
Family Service at 7:15 p.m, and a 
traditional adult service at 7:15 p.m. 
Hot dogs and hamburgers; veggie 
option with reservation. Free to first 
time perspective members. Adults: $10 
per person, kids under 12: $5. RSVP 
required by Aug. 9 to TNT office at 
office@ templenertamid.org or 978-
532-1293. 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16
JCCNS PARENT SUPPORT 
GROUP, 7 p.m. at the JCCNS. 
Join the JCCNS Parent Group led by 
parent coach, Avery Russell, CEO of 
Stellamaris Coaching LLC and The 
Confident Parent Program Visit www.
jccns.org for more information.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19
SHABBAT BY THE POOL, 5 p.m. 
at the JCCNS outdoor pool; hosted by 
Congregation Shirat Hayam. Visit www.
jccns.org for more information.

SHABBAT BY THE SEA, 6 p.m. 
Presented by Temple B’Nai Abraham 
of Beverly. Welcome Shabbat in with 
music at Lynch Park by the beach 
with guest leaders, Linda Goodspeed, 
Thomas Cheatham and Aaron Zev Katz. 
We will provide pizza for a pre-service 
dinner. Bring your own blanket or a 
chair. The service begins at 6:45 p.m. 
and will not be streamed over Zoom. In 
case of rain, the service will be in our 
sanctuary at 7 p.m.  and dinner will be 
cancelled. RSVP at https://tbabeverly.
org/events/

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
“I DISSENT,” 2 p.m.Presented 
by Congregation Sons of Israel in 
Peabody. Sheryl Faye Presents: Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg “I Dissent.” Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s life was one of achievement: 
as a lawyer, professor of law, a judge, 
and then a Supreme Court justice. The 
performance is free and appropriate 
for ages 10 and up. Light refreshments 
will be served. Seating limited to 
100 people. RSVP by August 14 to 
Peabodycsi.org@comcast.net or 978- 
532-1624. Congregation Sons of Israel, 
Park and Spring Streets, Peabody.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23
MEET THE CANDIDATES, 7 
p.m. Presented by the JCCNS. Meet 
the candidates running for state 
representative in the 8th District of MA. 
Visit www.jccns.org for more details.

WED., AUGUST 24
ANNUAL SUMMER BBQ , 5 
p.m. Presented by Temple Emanu-El 
of Marblehead and sponsored by the 
Senior Connection Neighborhood. RSVP 
by August 12th to: https://www.emanu-
el.org/senior-connection-bbq-2022, cost: 
$20 per person. BBQ Catered by: Evan’s 
NY Style Deli. Entertainment provided 
by: Jay Daly and the BBQ Brass. 393 
Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

THU., AUGUST 25
ICE CREAM SOCIAL, 6 p.m. 
Presented by Temple Ner Tamid 
Religious School. Come and meet our 
teachers and classmates. This event is 
free. RSVP by Monday, August 22nd to 
TNT office at office@ templenertamid.
org or 978-532-1293. Event outside 
(weather permitting) 368 Lowell St., 
Peabody. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
SHABBAT BY THE SEA, 6 p.m. 
Presented by Temple B’Nai Abraham 
of Beverly. Welcome Shabbat in with 
music at Lynch Park by the beach 
with guest leaders, Linda Goodspeed, 
Thomas Cheatham and Aaron Zev Katz. 
We will provide pizza for a pre-service 
dinner. Bring your own blanket or a 
chair. The service begins at 6:45 p.m. 
and will not be streamed over Zoom. In 
case of rain, the service will be in our 
sanctuary at 7 p.m.  and dinner will be 
cancelled. RSVP at https://tbabeverly.
org/events/

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
Y2I WELCOME HOME EVENT, 
2 p.m. Lappin Foundation invites the 
community to welcome home teens 
who went to Israel on the 2022 Youth 
to Israel Adventure. The Foundation 
will also honor the Teen Antisemitism 
Task Force for its important work 
educating peers and the community 
about antisemitism. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody. For 
more information, email: sfeinstein@
lappinfoundation.org 

THU., SEPTEMBER 8
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM, 
Presented by Lappin Foundation. 
Registration is open for Introduction 
to Judaism, a free 21-week course 
designed for individuals of faiths other 
than Judaism who want to explore 
Judaism or who are considering 
conversion to Judaism. Classes will 
be held online beginning September 
8. For more information and the class 
schedule, visit www.LappinFoundation.
org or contact Sharon Wyner at 978-
565-4450. 

WED., SEPTEMBER 14
SENIOR LUNCH, 11a.m. Presented 
by the JCCNS. All seniors are welcome 
to enjoy a live performance by the 
Insight Band and share a delicious 
complimentary lunch at the JCCNS. 
RSVP to Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.
com

V  EVENT PLANNING  V

EVENT PLANNING
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Complimentary consultation 
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781-631-6603
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TheBostonJP.com | 978-836-9106

Justice of the Peace
“Your wedding done your way”

Attorney Todd Finn

To advertise, contact: 
lois@jewishjournal.org or call 978-278-1185

nancy@jewishjournal.org or call 978-278-1186

26 Hersey Street, Salem
978.745.6967
 nsfruitbasket@gmail.com
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Weddings
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Affordable Affordable 
DoorDoor-2--2-Door TransportDoor Transport
 Boston  Boston NYCNYC
Including Pick-Ups & Drop-Offs 
@ Airports & Cruise Terminals
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Sunday, August 21, 2022, 2 pm

Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life was one of achievement: as a lawyer, professor of law, a judge,  
and then a Supreme Court justice. She stands out because she was not afraid to dissent,  

disapprove, and disagree with conditions of unfairness and inequality. 
This show is the inspiring story of how she changed her life — and ours.

Come hear all about the woman who taught us to 
“Fight for the things that you care about but do it in a way that will lead others to join you”.

  – Ruth Bader Ginsburg

The performance is free & appropriate for ages 10 & up. 
Light refreshments will be served. Seating limited to 100 people. 

Face masks required.

YOU MUST  R.S.V.P  BY AUGUST 14.    
Peabodycsi.org@comcast.net or 978-532-1624

Performance made possible by a grant by The Shoer Family Foundation
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bench at Mary O’Malley Park, 
named for a well-known matri-
arch of Chelsea. It overlooks the 
Mystic River, in the shadow of 
the Tobin Bridge. He loved being 
a public defender, he said, but 
“music led me here. I’m back.” 

“It’s been quite a metamor-
phosis, or an evolution. Or 
both,” said his father, Joshua 
Resnek, publisher and editor of 
the Everett Leader Herald.  

*    *    *

I first met Resnek in 2012 
when I interviewed him for a 
Boston Globe story about his 
unlikely ascendance from self-
described “Chelsea punk” and 
low-level delinquent to a White 
House speechwriter for bureau-
crats, cabinet heads, and ambas-
sadors. An Obama appointee, 
Resnek spent a year and a half in 
the post, which he said gave him 
“a greater understanding of the 
workings of power in America.”  

It was a long way from the 
Tobin Bridge. “When you’re 
from Chelsea, you’re kind of 
lucky to get to Everett,” he said 
at the time. 

While he was in Cambridge 
attending Harvard, Chelsea 
stayed in his blood. 

He stayed close to his bud-
dies, sometimes jogging back 
from Harvard Square, crossing 
through four cities – Cambridge, 
Somerville, Charlestown, and 
Everett – to get home for Friday 
dinner. 

His mother, Carol Resnek, 
traces his passion for music to 
the time she took him to a Sting 
concert when he was about 8. 
“We walked out of that con-
cert and he looked up at me 
and said: ‘That just changed my 
life.’” 

She bought him an electric 
guitar and amp, and soon he 
was writing his own music. In 
fifth grade, he started a band 
called Impulse with a guitarist 
he’d met at Hebrew School.   

“We played over there,” he 
said, gesturing to the cement 
platform at the park. They 
played at Punks Corner at 
Revere Beach, and at school 
dances.  

At Harvard, he put music 
aside to concentrate on his 
studies, but spent summers 
back in Chelsea, parked in his 
mother’s basement. “All he did 
was make beats, make beats, 
make beats,” she said. Towards 
the end of law school, he played 
in the streets around Harvard 
Square and downtown. The day 
someone gave him a $50 tip was 
“one of the greatest moments of 
my life.” 

The day he was admitted to 
the Massachusetts bar, he 
applied for his first job as a pub-
lic defender. He found one in 
Greenfield, where he didn’t 
know a soul but “the people in 
the system were really nice,” he 
said. “I got along really well with 
the clerks and the guards and 
the clients. It provided me with 
camaraderie.” 

It also provided him with 
material: 

Walkin outta jail ‘bout the 
best way to start the day  

Look at the sun hittin’ the 
pavement, I got nothin’ bad to 
say  

But lookin’ at my people in 
jail got me thinkin’ goddamn I 
should be  

A little less concerned with 
my reputation, a little more 
grateful I’m free  

He made music every minute 
he wasn’t doing law. And occa-
sionally while he was doing law, 
after the pandemic started and 
court appearances moved to 
Zoom. One time he was waiting 
for his case to be called while 
editing a song on his computer. 
He thought he was on mute but 
the whole courtroom heard him 
rapping. 

The judge wasn’t amused. 
But Resnek was delighted: the 
prosecutor asked where he 
could find that song on Spotify. 

“Greenfield is where his hair 
grew out, where the real trans-
formation took place,” Joshua 
Resnek said. “He rented a house 
and made a sound studio full of 
speakers, mics, guitar, drums, 
a piano. And that became his 
cause celebre. Greenfield was 
completely liberating for him.” 

“He has this passion,” said 
his friend Gabe Cederberg, a 
musician who met Resnek at 
Harvard and has been helping 
him with production. “I know 
how much he toils over every 
single phrase.” 

Though the path he’s cho-
sen might appear to be a dis-
connect from his former life, 
Resnek doesn’t see it that way. 
“It feels ‘from the bottom,’ like 
my Jewish ancestors coming to 
Chelsea selling pots and pans. 
I feel deeply connected to my 
ancestors who got their start 
here like I’m getting mine,” he 
wrote in an e-mail. “I believe I’m 
carrying on a tradition of ambi-
tion in my family. Whether that’s 
Jewish or not, I don’t know.” 

He’s playing everywhere he 
can these days, including high-
traffic tourist destinations and 

music venues. On Aug. 22, he’ll 
perform at the Midway Café in 
Jamaica Plain. His songs can be 
heard on several streaming plat-
forms including Spotify, Apple 
Music, Amazon, and YouTube. 

“I use the streets to practice 
and see what people respond 
to,” he said. It’s occurred to him 
that a song is a lot like a speech. 
“Moving a crowd is the princi-
ple,” he said. “Obama was a rock 
star – and not because he sang.” 

A few days ago, he got his 
first $100 tip from a man who 
told him: “Use what you’ve been 
given to share your music with 
the world.” 

“That’s a good sign,” Resnek 
said. “People being really moved 
by what I’m doing.” 

Linda Matchan can be reached 
at matchan@jewishjournal.org

430 Paradise Road         Swampscott         (781) 584-4642
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Singing a different tune in Chelsea
from page 1

Courtesy of Joe Resnek
Resnek at the White House, where he worked as a speechwriter.
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Parshat Devarim
Deuteronomy 1:1 - 3:22 

By Rabbi Shlomo Riskin

EFRAT, Israel  – “How (eichah) 
am I able to bear your conten-
tiousness, your burdens and 
your quarrels?!” [Deut. 1:12]

Just prior to the conclusion of 
the 1978 Camp David Accords, 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter sub-
mitted a letter for Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin that caused 
the Israeli leader to turn pale and 
promptly return it to the lead-
er of the free world unsigned. 
“But I did not ask you to give 
up Jerusalem,” said the aston-
ished American president. “I 
only asked that you put it on the 
negotiating table.”

Begin answered in his charac-
teristically poetic style: “For two 
thousand years, we Jews have 
been reciting a verse from King 
David’s Psalms at every wed-
ding ceremony: ‘If I forget thee 
O Jerusalem, may my right hand 
lose her cunning: Let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
if I hold thee not above my high-
est joy.’”

“But does Judaism not state 
that you must give up a limb in 
order to save the entire organ-
ism?” remonstrated Carter. “Yes,” 
countered Begin, “but not if the 
limb is one’s heart. No human 
being can live without a heart. 
Jerusalem is the heart of Israel 
and the heart of the Jewish peo-
ple.”

At this time of year, as Tisha 
b’Av approaches, we are espe-
cially cognizant of the devastat-
ing impact of the destructions of 
our nation’s heart in 586 B.C.E. 
and 70 C.E. With this in mind, it 
is important to note that Tisha 
b’Av is always immediately pre-
ceded by this week’s Biblical 
portion, Devarim. What is the 
significance of this calendrical 
juxtaposition?

Firstly, there is the linguistic 
connection between Parshat 
Devarim and Tisha b’Av. In our 
Biblical portion, Moses expresses 
his exasperation with the Jewish 
people: “How (eichah) am I able 
to bear your contentiousness, 
your burdens and your quar-
rels?!” To underscore the appear-
ance of the word “eichah,” this 
verse is publicly chanted with 
the same haunting cantillations 
as the Scroll of Lamentations 
(Megillat Eichah), which is read 
on the evening of Tisha b’Av.

Going one step deeper, this 
linguistic connection points to 
the sin that led to Jerusalem’s 
first and second destruction and 
subsequent long exile: internal 
strife among the Jewish People. 
Our sages defined this conten-
tiousness and quarrelsomeness 
as “sinat chinam,” causeless 
hatred. And since “every gen-
eration that does not build [the 
Temple] is as if they destroyed it” 
[Jerusalem Talmud, Yoma 1:1], it 
is painfully evident that we have 
much room for improvement.

Despite this daunting chal-
lenge, it gives us hope to know 

that Jerusalem, whose destruc-
tion we currently mourn and 
feel, is also the city from which 
the redemption of humanity 
will one day come. Jerusalem, 
once the paradigmatic sym-
bol of destruction and loss, will 
become a symbol of reunifica-
tion and restoration.

Isaiah, in presenting his 
vision of redemption, calls out 
in the Haftarah of the Sabbath 
immediately following Tisha 
b’Av: “Comfort you, comfort 
you (“Nachamu nachamu”), 
My people, speak about Heart-
Jerusalem [“Lev-Yerushalayim”], 
and call out unto her; her period 
(of exile] has been completed, 
her iniquity has been forgiven” 
[40:1–2].

Note that the prophet refers 
to the city as Heart-Jerusalem, a 
compound noun (“speak about 
Heart-Jerusalem”); it is “heart” 
that defines Jerusalem. This is 
what Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak 
HaKohen Kook likely referred 
to when he said of the Western 
Wall, “There are some hearts that 
are of stone; and there are some 
stones that are truly hearts.” 
Such are the heart-stones of the 
Western Wall; such is Jerusalem 
– heart-stone.

According to all of our proph-
ets, this message will be con-
veyed at the end of the days from 
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, to 
which all the nations will flock. 
At that time they will beat their 
swords into ploughshares, for-
sake entirely the cultivation of 
warfare [Is. 2, Mic. 4], and “the 
nations will change to speak a 
pure language; they will all call 
upon the name of God and serve 
Him with a united resolve” [Zeph. 
3:9]. Jerusalem will become the 
vehicle for Israel’s expression of 
the purpose for its being, the 
effectuation of a redeemed world 
of peace.

For these reasons and more, 
Prime Minister Begin was abso-
lutely correct to insist that 
Jerusalem cannot be placed on 
the negotiating table. Jerusalem 
will one day reunite all of 
humanity within her bosom, 
for she is the heart of humanity. 
The love that will emanate from 
Jerusalem will be a love without 
cause [“ahavat chinam”], repair-
ing the hatred without cause that 
caused Jerusalem’s demise in the 
first place.

We have the obligation and 
the ability to transform this 
vision to reality by taking it upon 
ourselves on a daily basis to do 
our part to increase love without 
cause. B’ezrat Hashem, in this 
merit, we will witness the full 
rebuilding of Jerusalem speedily 
and in our days.

Rabbi Shlomo Riskin is the 
founder and Rosh Yeshiva of Ohr 
Torah Stone.

There are some stones 
that are truly hearts

Jerusalem, once the 
paradigmatic symbol 

of destruction and loss, 
will become a symbol 
of reunification and 

restoration.
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(JTA) – NBA player Enes 
Kanter Freedom, a Turkish 
Muslim known for his off-court 
activism, is in Israel to host an 
interfaith basketball clinic.

The 11-year veteran is run-
ning the Enes Kanter Freedom 
Unity Basketball Camp at the 
Jerusalem YMCA July 26 to 
Aug. 5. The clinic is open to 40 
Jewish, Muslim, Christian and 
Druze children ages 10-15. It is a 
partnership between nonprofits 
Bnai Zion, Athletes for Israel and 
Together Vouch for Each Other 
US.

Former Division I college 
basketball star Tamir Goodman 
– once known as the “Jewish 
Jordan” – will be on hand as 
well.

“I believe that we can use 
sports to promote tolerance, 

respect and coexistence,” Kanter 
Freedom told the Jerusalem Post. 
“By bringing children together 
on a basketball court, I know we 
can show them the importance 
of respecting people of all faiths 
while building camaraderie and 
developing relationships.”

The Auburn University men’s 
basketball team, which is in 
Israel for a 10-day “Birthright for 
College Basketball” trip, will also 
participate in the clinic.

Kanter Freedom has played 
for five teams during his NBA 
career, and is currently a free 
agent. The 6-foot-10 center 
has been active as an advocate 
for human rights, especially in 
China and his home country of 
Turkey.

In 2019, Kanter Freedom 
hosted a similar basketball camp 

in Brooklyn, for Jewish and 
Muslim children. And this year, 
he helped shepherd a Holocaust 
education program at a Muslim 
school in Brooklyn.

“I’m going to educate our kids 

so they can have some empathy, 
they can have some sympathy, 
so they can put themselves in 
other people’s shoes so they 
can understand them better,” 
Kanter Freedom told the New 

York Jewish Week last month. “If 
you understand other religions 
or cultures, if you get to know 
them better, the better you’re 
going to respect them and love 
them.”
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Enes Kanter Freedom leads a basketball camp in Jerusalem.

A self-described “Seinfeld 
enthusiast” is headed to the 
Yankees.

The Bronx Bombers traded 
for Jewish relief pitcher Scott 
Effross Monday, sending a minor 
league pitcher to the Cubs in 
return for the right-hander. 

The sidearm pitcher made his 
major league debut last August, 
appearing in 14 games for the 
Cubs. In 2022, the 28-year-old, 
who is technically still a rook-
ie, has pitched in 47 games for 
Chicago, striking out 50 with 
an earned run average of 2.66. 
Effross has surrendered only two 
home runs and 11 walks in 44 
innings.

A native of Twinsburg, Ohio, a 
suburb roughly halfway between 
Cleveland and Akron, Effross 
attended the now-defunct 
Congregation Shir Shalom. He 
wears a Star of David necklace 
when he pitches.

The Cubs selected Effross in 
the 15th round of the 2015 MLB 
Draft after three stellar years at 
the University of Indiana.

The Yankees also recent-
ly drafted Jewish pitcher Eric 
Reyzelman, a hard-throwing 
righty and the son of two Jewish 
immigrants from the Former 
Soviet Union.

– New York Jewish Week 

Yankees get 
Jewish pitcher 

Screenshot: YouTube
Jewish pitcher Scott Effross 
wears a Star of David necklace 
on the mound. 

For latest local and world 
news subscribe at: 

editor@jewishjournal.org

http://www.gardnermattress.com
http://www.tri-city-sales.com
http://www.tri-city-sales.com
mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org
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Linda (Zidel) Dubinsky, 82, 
passed away on July 16, 2022.

She is survived by her beloved 
husband of 61 years, Arnold. 
She was the devoted mother 
of David and (Elise) Dubinsky, 
Amy and (Alan) Resnic, and 
Jeffrey and (Susan) Dubinsky, 
and beloved Bubbie to Stephen 
Resnic, Melissa Resnic and 
(Brandon Coltune), Jonathan 
Resnic, Joshua Dubinsky, and 
Robyn Dubinsky. Daughter of 
the late Sidney and Ida (Saxe) 
Zidel and sister to the late Carl 
and Marshall Zidel.

Linda was eternally kind and 
generous. She cared deeply for 
her family, friends, Jewish com-
munity and mother nature. Ever 
ready to give a helping hand 
with a smile on her face and 
forever spreading love and good 
cheer. She will be missed.

For more information or to 
register in the online guestbook, 
visit www.stanetskyhymanson-
salem.com.

Linda (Zidel) Dubinsky, 82
With deep reverence and 

heavy hearts, we are sad to 
announce that Dr. Donald 
Perlman passed away peacefully 
on July 20, 2022 at his home in 
Swampscott, after a long and 
valiant battle with ALS with 
his beloved wife Cynthia and 
youngest daughter Victoria at 
his side. 

In addition to Cynthia and 
Victoria, Dr. Perlman also leaves 
his loving daughter Lisa and 
her husband Alan, devoted son 
Timothy and his wife Amy, and 
cherished grandchildren Isabel, 
Jacob, and Zachary, as well as 
his extraordinary caregivers 
Carmen, Ramona, Lucy, and 
Jeimy. He was predeceased by 
his eldest son Michael, and also 
leaves a wonderful extended 
family.

Dr. Perlman lived an extraor-

dinary life of giving and sacri-
fice. Following medical school at 
Boston University, he trained at 
Case Western Reserve University 
Hospital in Cleveland, and 
began his surgical career as a 
captain in the United States 

Army, stationed at Fort Jay in 
N.Y., and Fort Devens in Mass.  
He was a Clinical Instructor in 
Surgery at Harvard University 
School of Medicine, was on the 
staff of Massachusetts General 
Hospital, and himself trained a 
generation of surgical residents 
from MGH from 1962 through 
1987. 

Dr. Perlman truly loved med-
icine, and practiced surgery 
faithfully on the North Shore at 
Lynn, Union, Saugus, and Salem 
Hospitals for over 50 years until 
he retired at the age of 84. His 
patients were first and foremost, 
and he was tireless in his quest 
to heal them. He loved his office 
staff, with whom he was togeth-
er for the greater part of his 
career, and collaborated with 
and respected his fellow doc-
tors, nurses, and hospital staff, 

and looked forward to working 
with them every day.  However, 
he delighted most in his family, 
with whom he spent his happi-
est moments in life. He will be 
remembered with love and deep 
admiration always, and will be 
dearly missed.

There was a visitation 
and memorial at Stanetsky-
Hymanson Memorial Chapel 
in Salem on July 26. Burial 
at Waterside Cemetery in 
Marblehead was private with 
family.

Remembrance may be made 
to the Boston North Cancer 
Association of Peabody (www.
bostonnorthcancer.org, or 781-
205-9447). For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com. 

Dr. Donald Perlman, of Swampscott

It is with heavy hearts we 
announce the passing of Sally 
Sugarman on July 18, 2022 at the 
age of 101. Sally was loved and 
cherished by so many. 

Sally was predeceased by her 
husband Bernard Sugarman, 
and is survived by her chil-
dren Lorraine Forster of Calif., 
Margie Sugarman of Rockport, 
Howie and Debbie Sugarman of 
Colo., and Roberta Sugarman of 
Swampscott. She also leaves her 
precious grandchildren Brandon 
Bacchiocchi and Hayley Sugar-
man, along with her special 
friend Gary Goth. 

Sally loved fashion and 
worked for many years at 
L.H.Rodgers, dressing her clien-
tele, as well as managing the 
counter for Estee Lauder, selling 
skin care. 

Sally volunteered at Salem 
Hospital for the Special Care 
Nursery as a cuddler. She also 
loved playing golf, and loved her 
Dance Energy classes, as well 
as water aerobics up until she 
was 90. Sally also studied energy 
medicine, which was a big part 
of her aging healthy lifestyle. She 
will be missed.    

Donations may be made to  
Care Dimensions, Danvers. Visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.  

Sally Sugarman, 101

http://www.obmemorials.com
mailto:polcemetery@gmail.com
http://www.prideoflynn.org
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http://www.stanetsky-hymansonsalem.com
http://www.stanetsky-hymansonsalem.com
http://www.stanetskyhymansonsalem


Publisher/Editor
Steven A. Rosenberg  

rosenberg@jewishjournal.org

Associate Editor
Linda Matchan

matchan@jewishjournal.org

Accounting Manager 
Anne Waymouth

anne@jewishjournal.org

Director of 
Advertising & Marketing

Lois Kaplan 
lois@jewishjournal.org

Senior Strategic Media Manager
Nancy Prag 

nancy@jewishjournal.org

Graphics, Web,
Russian Chronicle Editor

Yulia Zhorov 
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Graphics, Web, Obituaries
Andrew P. Fleischer 

andrew@jewishjournal.org

Administrative Assistant
Linda Smidt

subscriptions@jewishjournal.org

Editorial Cartoonist 
George Freedman

Board of Overseers 
Johanna Matloff, President 

*Rick Borten, Andrew Caplan, 
Fred M. Cohen, David Gershaw, 

Marcia Glassman-Jaffe,
Bob Goldman, Cara Hogan,  

Shira Kraft, Donna Lozow Pierce, 
*Howard Rich, *Robert M. Rose,

Stephanie Simon, John Smidt, 
Ted D. Stux, Matthew Swartz, 

*Selma Williams
*Life Board Members

Past President
Neil D. Donnenfeld

Publisher Emerita
Barbara Schneider

The Jewish Journal, 
ISSN1040-0095, an independent,  

non-profit community newspaper, 
is published biweekly by North 

Shore Jewish Press, Ltd., 
P.O. Box 2089, 

Salem, MA 01970. 
Periodical postage paid 

at Salem, MA. 

POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to  
THE JEWISH JOURNAL,  

P.O. Box 2089, 
Salem, MA 01970

Circulation to Eastern
Massachusetts and North of  

Boston. The opinions of contrib-
utors do not necessarily reflect 
those of the paper. The Jewish 
Journal assumes no financial 

responsibility for typographical 
errors in advertisements, but 

will print in a subsequent issue 
a retraction and correction of 

that portion of an advertisement 
whose value has been affected. 

The Jewish Journal does not 
endorse the goods and services 

advertised in its pages, and it 
makes no representation as to 

the kashrut of food products and 
services in such advertising.  

The Jewish Journal is the  
recipient of a grant from  

Combined Jewish Philanthropies.  
Copyright © The Jewish Journal 

(All rights reserved).

P.O. Box 2089
Salem, MA 01970

www.jewishjournal.org
Phone  978-745-4111

Fax  978-745-5333

Subscriptions:
978-278-1190

978-745-4111 x108
subscriptions@jewishjournal.org 

Website admin: 
yulia@jewishjournal.org

Calendar submissions:
calendar@jewishjournal.org

JEWISH  JJOURNAL

  THE JEWISH JOURNAL – JEWISHJOURNAL.ORG – AUGUST 4, 2022 13

HOME HEALTH CARE

We understand how important it is  
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Lawrence “Larry” Cole, age 
61, of North Providence, R.I., 
and Salem, passed away on July 
18, 2022, after a brief illness. 

Larry was born in Lynn on 
February 11, 1961, and was 
the son of William Cole of 
Swampscott and the late Shirley 
“Pintzi” Cole. He grew up and 
attended school in Swampscott 
and, until a few years ago, resid-
ed in Peabody. 

Larry leaves his brother 
Martin Cole and his wife Marisa, 
and his sister Nanci Cole-King, 
all of Salem, as well as his nieces 
Sarah King and Leandra Cole, 
and nephew Michael Cole. Larry 
also leaves his former wife and 
dear friend, Amy Cole of Florida 
and their cat Brody, and his best 
friend, John Pantapas.

Larry was a successful 
finance manager for many years 
until his retirement several 
years ago. He was a lover of all 
sports and supported his Boston 
teams unconditionally. Larry 
had a great sense of humor and 
enjoyed making others laugh. 

He will be deeply missed by his 
family and friends.

Services for Larry were held 
privately. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Larry’s memory 
may be made to the American 
Cancer Society, P.O. Box 6704, 
Hagerstown, MD 21741. For 
more information or to register 
in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.   

Lawrence “Larry” Cole, 61, of North Providence, R.I., 
and Salem, formerly of Swampscott and Peabody

Edna Grob peacefully passed 
away at the Kaplan Hospice 
House in Danvers on July 14, 
2022, at the age of 95. Edna 
resided at the Kaplan Estates in 
Peabody, after residing most of 
her life in Swampscott. 

She was born in Boston on 
April 18,1927. Edna was prede-
ceased by her loving husband, 
Sidney Grob, to whom she was 
married for 72 years. Edna was 
the devoted mother of Steven 
and Dorothy Grob of Stonington, 
Conn., and Ellen and Norman 

Erlich of Swampscott. She was 
the cherished grandmother of 
Joshua Grob, Brett and Mary 
Grob, David and Danielle Erlich, 
and Jonathan and Yael Erlich. 
She was very proud of her six 
great-grandchildren.

Edna graduated from English 
High School and worked at 
Lynn Hospital for many years 
in the physical therapy depart-
ment. After retirement, she was 
an active volunteer for various 
organizations as well as an avid 
student at the Explorers Senior 
Education program in Salem. 
She had many interests and 

relished the debates on current 
affairs that her senior studies 
afforded her.

Edna was always a caring and 
loving wife, mother, grandmoth-
er and Nana to the babies of the 
family. She will be deeply missed 
by all who appreciated her kind 
and friendly nature.

In lieu of flowers, expressions 
of sympathy may be made in 
Edna’s memory to Kaplan Family 
Hospice House, 78 Liberty St., 
Danvers, MA 01923. For more 
information or to register in the 
online guestbook, visit www. 
stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Edna Grob, 95, of Peabody, formerly of Swampscott

Mark Levy, of Swampscott, 
entered into rest on July 15, 2022, 
at the age of 59. Beloved husband 
of Marla Levy. Devoted father of 
Dylan (Helene) Mitchell-Levy, 
and Rachel Levy. Also loving 
dog owner of Merci. Cherished 
grandfather of Abigail Levy. The 
brother of Roberta Levy. Dear 
son of (the late) Harold and 
Sylvia Levy.

Mark grew up in Revere, grad-
uated from Revere high school, 
and later went on to graduate 
from UMASS Boston, where 
he obtained an undergradu-
ate degree, and then went onto 
Suffolk University, where he 
achieved a master’s degree. He 
raised his family in Swampscott.  

He worked in several payroll 
departments as a manager. 

He was a dedicated member 
of Congregation Shirat Hayam.

He volunteered for many 
years as assistant coach in a 
youth baseball league. 

Mark loved his family and 
his friends, playing basketball, 
and enjoyed watching all New 
England sports teams; he was 

an avid fan of all New England 
teams including high school and 
college teams. 

A private graveside service 
was held on July 19 at Shirat 
Hayam-Beth El section, Pea body. 
In lieu of flowers, expressions of 
sympathy may be made in Mark’s 
memory to Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, P.O. Box 
22324, New York, NY 10087 
(www.lls.org). For more informa-
tion or to register in the online 
guestbook, visit www.stanetsky-
hymansonsalem.com.

Mark Levy, 59, of Swampscott, formerly of Revere
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JERUSALEM (JTA) – An 
American teen was harassed 
during her bat mitzvah cer-
emony at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem last Friday as haredi 
Orthodox protesters sought to 
interrupt non-Orthodox Jews’ 
prayer one month after a major 
incident drew attention from 
Israel’s political leadership.

No injuries or arrests were 
reported during Friday’s con-
frontation, which came after 
several months of escalat-
ing tensions at Rosh Hodesh 
prayers. But police and ush-
ers hired by the Western Wall 
Heritage Foundation, the state-
funded group that manages the 
holy site, also did not appear 
to enforce Israel’s law prohibit-
ing the disturbance of prayers, a 

crime that can carry a penalty of 
up to three years in jail.

Thousands of black-attired 
young yeshiva students, both 
male and female, swarmed a 
group of about 100 women and 
a dozen men who accompanied 
them to the Western Wall, where 
traditional prayers were to take 
place at 7 a.m., ahead of the bat 
mitzvah of Lucia da Silva, 12, of 
Seattle, who came to Israel with 
her parents and godparents to 
celebrate the event.

Her mother, Ada Danelo, had 
prepared Lucia ahead of time to 
think of the Western Wall as an 
arena. In this scenario, da Silva 
was the soccer star kicker, and 
the crowd included both hooli-
gans and supporters.

“I looked at them as fans who 

came to cheer me on,” Lucia said 
of the commotion that encircled 
her as she read from scripture at 
one of Judaism’s holiest sites.

Each month, a group called 
Women of the Wall attempts to 
read Torah at the Western Wall, 
where egalitarian prayer is pro-
hibited except in a special sec-
tion and women’s prayer is cir-
cumscribed.

Ushers working for the 
Western Wall Heritage 
Foundation, a state-funded 
institution, attempted to direct 
the women into a dedicated 
lane leading to a fenced-in 
corral but Women of the Wall 
refused. Instead, they headed to 
the center of the women’s sec-
tion, adjacent to the men’s sec-
tion of the Kotel, as the wall is 

known in Hebrew, to hold their 
service.

Clutches of girls dressed in 
black set upon the women, call-
ing them whores and heretics 
and hollering that they should 
burn in hell. When confronted 
by Women of the Wall activists 
and asked for their names, three 
of the girls in unison replied, 
“I’m a minor.” Others blew whis-
tles to prevent the women from 
praying out loud.

The women’s section 
descends towards the wall. 
From the men’s section, above 
the women, thousands of young 
men taunted them with coarse 
gestures and insults, and were 
occasionally herded away by 
police lines. Photographers 
practiced in the monthly ritu-
al came equipped with noise 
blockers.

When asked about the com-
motion, which made any con-
ventional sort of worship impos-
sible, Eden Shimon, deputy head 
of operations for the Western 
Wall Foundation, replied “Get 
out of my way. Sue me.”

Loudspeakers situated in 
the adjacent men’s section, but 
facing over the women’s sec-
tion, blared prayers intended to 
drown out the women’s voices.

Recent months were marked 
by significant escalation in the 
violence directed at women 

and non-Orthodox Jews pray-
ing at the Wall. At least five bar 
mitzvah ceremonies held in the 
ostensibly egalitarian “Ezrat 
Israel” southern section of the 
wall were targeted by violence 
in recent weeks, notably that of 
Seth Mann, of Las Vegas, whose 
mother, Sari Mann, is the direc-
tor of Nevada’s state AIPAC, the 
pro-Israel lobby.

In a passionate essay pub-
lished in the Times of Israel 
after the incident, Seth Mann’s 
father Joel wrote that he was 
initially relieved when he saw 
police officers arrive to his son’s 
ceremony, which was being 
ruined by haredi teenagers 
blowing whistles and yelling 
“goys” at the celebrants.

“The police did little to noth-
ing to stop the disturbance and 
sometimes violent attacks that 
occurred. The Israeli Police 
stood there as the haredi teens 
attacked Jews,” he wrote.

“It was at this moment that 
my heart broke,” Mann went on. 
“I realized that not even in the 
State of Israel, the homeland for 
the Jewish people, am I allowed 
to pray freely and safely. My son, 
on his Bar Mitzvah, is told he is 
not Jewish.”

Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
called the family to express his 
dismay, and later ordered that 
barriers separating men and 
women in traditional Jewish 
places of worship be prohibit-
ed in the egalitarian section of 
the Western Wall. The barriers, 
called mechitzas, have recently 
been used as instruments of vio-
lence against worshippers.

In the chaos this Friday, one 
small figure appeared unfazed: 
Lucia da Silva, the slight but 
self-assured bat mitzvah girl, for 
whom this was the culmination 
of a full year of study of the 
sacred texts and of the Hebrew 
language. The bat mitzvah, she 
said, was among the highlights 
of her trip to Israel, along with 
the Dead Sea and the beach.

Back home in Seattle, Danelo 
said that she and her wife, 
Cara Stoddard, sometimes felt 
attacked for their Zionism. In 
Israel, she shrugged, they were 
“attacked for being … Jews.”
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Orthodox protesters again disrupt prayer at Western Wall  

 Photo: Women of the Wall 
Lucia da Silva’s bat mitzvah was interrupted at the kotel by ultra-
Orthodox protesters. 

Thousands of young 
yeshiva students have 
disrupted several bar 
and bat mitzahs at the 

kotel. 
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Cantor Rachel Reef-Simpson 
has been named cantor at 
Temple Emanuel of Andover.  

“Cantor Rachel impressed 
the cantor search committee 
and board of governors with 
her musical talent, beautiful 
singing voice, familiarity with 
both Reform and Conservative 
worship styles, and her ability 
to work with all ages from pre-
schoolers to adults,” said David 
Trachtenberg, president of the 
temple.  

Reef-Simpson has served 
as the full-time cantor of 
several congregations in 
Massachusetts. In 2021 she 
moved to Maine to pursue a 
chaplaincy training pro-
gram. Recently, she was a 
hospice chaplain in Maine, 
and also worked part-time 

as a b’nai mitzvah educa-
tor at Congregation Shalom of 
Chelmsford and musician-in-
residence at Temple Shalom of 
Newton.

Reef-Simpson received 
her investiture as a cantor in 
2016 at the Debbie Friedman 

School of Sacred Music at 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in New York 
and received a Cantorial Arts 
Certificate at Hebrew College 
in Newton in 2007. Before that, 
she served as cantorial soloist 
for congregations in the Greater 
Boston area.

“I am excited to join Temple 
Emanuel of Andover as their 
next cantor and work with Rabbi 
Chaiken to lead worship ser-
vices and our congregatants in 
song and prayer, teach music 
in our pre-school and religious 
school, run our diverse musi-
cal programs, including our 
Soul Sisters women’s chorus, 
and offer pastoral care,” added 
Cantor Reef-Simpson. 

Cantor Rachel Reef-Simpson joins Temple Emanuel of Andover

Newton’s Gabe 
Friedman takes 

part in Diller Teen 
Fellows program 

Young gymnast shines on the floor

Gabe Friedman, of Newton, 
was one of the 350 Jewish 
teens from six countries who 
were chosen to participate in 
the Diller Teen Fellowship this 
month in Israel.  The Diller Teen 
Fellows program is one of the 
world’s most respected global 
leadership opportunities for 
Jewish teenagers. Participants 
are self-identified Jewish 10th 
and 11th graders selected to 
participate for their leadership 
potential and encouraged to 
apply for this unique, interna-
tional program. Participants 
then become part of the pro-
gram’s international network of 
Jewish leaders.

“Diller Teen Fellows has 
allowed me to create and main-
tain lifelong friendships with 
Jewish teens both locally and 
globally. The program has also 
allowed me to develop lead-
ership skills and explore my 
Jewish identity,” said Friedman, 
16, who attends Gann Academy 
in Newton.  
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Mia Shturman, 10, of Dover, recently participated in the Rhythmic 
Development Program in Wisconsin, and won second place overall 
in the Junior Nationals Level 6 rhythmic gymnastics program.
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about the conflict and how complicated 
it is. “I learned neither side is completely 
innocent, and it is important that I stay 
involved and informed as a non-Israeli 
Jew,” said Sarah Diamond of Malden. 

With antisemitic incidents becoming 
more commonplace in their own schools 
and community settings, the teens luxu-
riated in the freedom and empowerment 
they felt being in a land where they were 
not a minority and where expressing 
Jewish pride did not pose a risk to their 
safety. 

“Israel is a place where I do not have 
to explain myself to anyone. It is such a 
beautiful thing to see Jewish people walk-
ing around, going about their day as a Jew, 
and wearing their religious attire without 
fear,” said Naomi Smith of Amesbury.

For many teens, especially those who 

lack a local Jewish community, the Y2I 
trip provided an important connec-
tion between their homeland and their 
homes. “Before this trip, I knew very few 
Jewish people in my town [Newbury] 
or at my school, but now I feel a have a 
community of Jewish friends I can always 
turn to if I ever need to talk about anti-
semitism in my town or stuff related to 
being Jewish,” said Sofia Colden. 

Some, like Rachel Freedman of 
Peabody, said the sense of belonging she 
felt in Israel helped her see a whole new 
side of Judaism. “Israel felt like home. 
Now I have a voice and I’m not scared 
to use it. I’m not afraid anymore. Yes, 
I’m Jewish and there’s nothing wrong 
with that. I’m proud to be who I am. Y2I 
helped me find that,” she said.

For five teens, the opportunity to 
enhance their Jewish identity occurred 
during the trip when they decided to 
have an informal Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
Emma Mair, one of the counselors and 
a college student at Mount Holyoke and 
rabbinic intern at Temple Tiferet Shalom 
in Peabody, led the (re)commitment to 
Judaism ceremony.

“This moment gave me the opportu-
nity before I returned home to further 
connect myself to my Judaism with those 
I grew so close to over the course of this 
journey,” said Drew McStay of Danvers, 
one of the five.

For many, the biggest takeaways from 
the trip were the surprising nuances 
of Israeli culture and customs, which 
opened their eyes to a new way of con-
temporary life. Diamond found it inter-
esting and “honestly, a relief” to see so 
many reform teens who supported issues 
like feminism and gay marriage. “I felt 
like I could really relate to these modern-
day residents of the Holy Land,” she said. 

For Chase Goldberg of Lynnfield, a 
chance encounter revealed the heart of 
the homeland. In Tel Aviv, he was look-
ing for a missing scavenger hunt item he 
had no idea where to find. A man sitting 
nearby witnessed his struggle and offered 

to help, giving him a detailed explanation 
of where it was. 

“I learned later that random acts of 
kindness like this are not random in 
Israel; it is just their way of life,” Goldberg 
said. 

Teens return from Y2I trip with fierce allegiance to Israel
from page 1

Courtesy of Lappin Foundation 
Y2I teens in Jaffa.

Courtesy of Lappin Foundation 
At the Cardo in Jerusalem’s Old City. 
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