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Hoffman retires  
fromTemple Ner Tamid

OPINION

Midterm elections  
bolster democracy

BY STEVE MARANTZ
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

M
EET DIANNA PLOSS, THE demagogue next door. Unsuccessful 

candidate for governor of “Mass-a-JEW-setts,” as she phrases it. 

Holocaust denier and alt-right extremist. In her telling, Jews, Israel, 

and the United Nations are part of a “One World Order” conspir-

acy to rule over Christian white nationalists and other good folk.  

Host of a podcast that caricatures Jews with ancient tropes, blames Jews for 
most earthly misery, and stops just short of calling for a Final Solution. 

Massachusetts born and bred. From Boston’s Mission Hill, with stops in 
Cambridge, Waltham, Gloucester, and Peabody. A blue state demagogue, no less 
extreme than if she were from Florida, Mississippi, Texas, or any deep red bastion.

We offer Ploss’s story with misgiving, in that it accords her attention she 
relentlessly pursues. With regret for the pain it may cause her Jewish sister-in-
law and two Jewish nieces in Massachusetts, and her extended family. And with 
vigilance, as a window into the basement of alt-right extremism.

Ploss declined to be interviewed, though she did issue an invitation for a 
Journal reporter to appear on her podcast.

JOHN TLUMACKI/THE BOSTON GLOBE

Dianna Ploss, who led pro-Trump rallies in Swampscott for years, now denies the Holocaust.

She has Jewish relatives. 
And she’s the state’s Holocaust denier-in-chief
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BY PENNY SCHWARTZ
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

SOMERVILLE – Mary Jo Blunt first stepped 
into Temple B’nai Brith a little more than 25 
years ago, eager to add the Jewish congregation 
to her business, cleaning small commercial 
properties and the homes of private clients.

As a single mother of four, Blunt had 
launched her independent, woman-owned 
business to provide a more secure future for 
her family.

She could hardly have known then that 
taking on the regular gig of cleaning the syn-
agogue and other caretaking responsibilities 
would lead to a decades-long appreciation for 
the old building and a beloved relationship 
with the Jewish congregation, its leaders and 
members.

At the time, in the early 1990s, one of 
Blunt’s clients was a local Jewish funeral home, 
said Lisa Gregerman, TBB’s executive director, 
who hired Blunt, who was not Jewish and not 
familiar with Jewish observance or practice.

That all changed, as Blunt, a quick study, 
learned the ins and outs of Jewish religious 
rituals and customs followed by the indepen-
dent, egalitarian congregation, from readying 
the synagogue for services, to arranging kid-
dush meals to the fine details of maintaining 
a kosher kitchen.

Along the way, Blunt became an ever-pres-
ent part of the fabric of the community. She 
cherished the rituals, the celebrations and the 
way the congregation welcomed people of all 
backgrounds.

Blunt, a Tewksbury resident, died Oct. 29, 
following years of living with a serious cancer 
diagnosis and treatment. She is being remem-
bered by the synagogue’s leaders, its congre-
gants and family for her warmth, her radiant 
smile and her fierce, can-do spirit.

“She was very strong-willed, a fighter,” her 

daughter Tye Febbi told the Journal. She noted 
that her mother stood firm in her conviction 
to avoid powerful pain medication. 

“Through the years of being in so much 
pain, she made it through without taking any-
thing,” Febbi said. 

Febbi admired her mother for continuing 
about her day-to-day life throughout treat-
ment and going back to work. She continued 
to spend as much time as possible with her 
adored grandchildren. 

Blunt grew up in Squantum, a neighbor-
hood of Quincy, where she lived with her 

mother, who had health problems. From 
an early age, Blunt helped take care of her. 
To Febbi’s knowledge, her mother’s family 
was not particularly religious. Her mother 
appreciated aspects of many religious beliefs, 
Febbi said.

“She fell in love with the Jewish temple 
and the holidays and how everybody comes 
together,” at events like the potluck dinners. 
“She craved that family, that sense of home, 
that sense of lovingness. It didn’t matter where 
you were from or what color you were or what 
religion. She was welcomed there and taken in 
by everybody,” Febbi said.

Taking care of the historic building that 
dates back to 1919 had its challenges, noted 
Gregerman, especially at the time Blunt began 
working there. The con-
gregation, founded in 
1904, was revitalizing, 
after years of dwindling 
membership.

In those years, before 
the congregation under-
took major repairs and 
restoration projects, many 
parts of the building were 
in disrepair. “Mary Jo 
wanted it to shine where 
it could shine,” said Gre-
german. 

Blunt would often 
express her desire to give 
back to the temple during 
her conversation with Gregerman. She pledged 
to refurbish the shul’s decades-old basement 
level restrooms if she somehow won the lot-
tery. 

“She came early to set up and stayed after 
everyone else had gone home to close up,” 
Gregerman said in an email to the congrega-
tion. “She reamed out closets, scoured after 

construction projects, stocked supplies, and 
polished floors. And she did it with such love! 
She was proud of doing whatever it took to 
make our sweet, charming, old building feel 
welcoming. She has been as much a part of 
our community as each of us, sharing in our 
celebrations, joys and sorrows.”

“Cleaning for her was making people 
happy,” said TBB Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz, 
who remembered that Blunt would occasion-
ally show her the work she’d done with a sense 
of pride. 

Throughout Blunt’s illness, the two had 
conversations about faith, heaven and hell and 
the power of prayer and healing.

Before one of the rabbi’s visits home to Isra-
el, she asked Blunt if she’d like a rosary from 

Jerusalem, uncertain if it 
would have meaning for 
her. Jacobowitz selected a 
rosary from a Franciscan 
monastery and brought 
it back to Somerville 
for Blunt. In the last few 
months, as Blunt’s health 
declined, she always made 
a point of telling the rabbi 
that she prayed with the 
rosary.

Blunt saw the good in 
life, despite the difficul-
ties she faced, the rabbi 
observed. “She wanted to 
live in a world that was 

good. She smiled at people and helped others, 
living a life as if surrounded by good,” she said. 

To put it in Jewish terms, “I felt it was 
menschlich,” said Jacobowitz, using the Yid-
dish term that means being an exemplary 
person of integrity who does what is right. 
“Mary Jo was definitely a mensch. She will be  
missed.”  Θ

TYE FEBBI 

Mary Jo Blunt

At Somerville temple, a mensch will be missed

Mary Jo cherished 

the rituals, the 

celebrations and the 

way the congregation 

welcomed people of 

all backgrounds.



BY RICH TENORIO
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

Chances are, if you’d called Tem-
ple Ner Tamid of the North Shore 
in Peabody sometime in the last 
decade, the first person to answer 
the phone would have been Beth 
Hoffman. 

But after serving as Ner Tamid’s 
synagogue administrator for 13 
years, Hoffman has decided to retire. 
The temple marked the occasion 
with a kiddush lunch last Saturday, 
with over 100 people coming to pay 
tribute to Hoffman. 

Hoffman called it a “hard deci-
sion” to retire. “But I had to do it. It’s 
what’s best for me,” she said. “I love 
our Jewish community. I’ll still be 
involved.”

Hoffman has had an extensive 
career in synagogue administration. 
Starting in 1999, she was the execu-
tive director of the former Temple 
Israel in Swampscott – a position she 
held for eight-plus years. Temple Isra-
el eventually merged with Temple 
Beth El to form the current Congre-
gation Shirat Hayam in Swampscott.

Although she grew up in Swamp-
scott, she was familiar with Temple 
Ner Tamid. As a teenager, she was 
involved with the local chapter of 
United Synagogue Youth (USY). 
Members traveled from Swampscott 
to events at Temple Ner Tamid.

“I already knew a lot of people 
from that experience,” Hoffman said. 
“It didn’t feel unfamiliar when I first 
started out [in the job]. As the years 
went on, I considered it my home.”

In her work, she said, “I enjoyed 
a lot of the congregation members.” 
She listed groups such as the sis-
terhood and men’s club, while also 
mentioning Rabbi Richard Perlman.

“I really enjoyed working with 
Rabbi Perlman,” Hoffman said. “He’s 
a wonderful person and a wonderful 
rabbi. I’m grateful to him.”

Perlman became Temple Ner 
Tamid’s rabbi in 2016. Ever since, 
he has appreciated working with 
Hoffman. “I’m certainly going to 
miss working with her day to day,” 
Perlman said.

Asked about the decision to 
retire, Hoffman said that due to 
health problems, she worked from 

home all summer, with her biggest 
project the preparations for the High 
Holidays.

More recently, she learned about 
some other health issues. “I just had 
to stop [working] and enjoy life,” she 
said. “I don’t know what tomorrow 
is going to bring. It was a very hard 
decision to make, because I love my 
job. I have to take care of myself. I’m 
going to miss the job and the people 
a lot.”

Hoffman lives in Swampscott 
with her husband, Robert. They have 
a son, David, who is married to Ash-
ley and has a 15-year-old son, Noah.

Hoffman believes that the 
COVID-19 pandemic was the most 
challenging period of her tenure at 
at Temple Ner Tamid.

“We were all on Zoom,” Hoffman 
said. “We kept it going as normal as 
possible, with services and activities 
online, interactions online for hol-
idays.”

Temple Ner Tamid’s services are 
now hybrid. 

Reflecting on the early days of the 
pandemic, Hoffman said, “I loved 
how people were grateful for that 
opportunity we were able to give 
them. Everything was closed, but we 
still functioned as a synagogue as 
best we could.”

Hoffman was moved by the 
response to the news that Temple 
Ner Tamid was holding a kiddush 

lunch in her honor.
“I didn’t know so many people 

were going to come,” she said. She 
received messages such as “I don’t 
know what we’re going to do without 
you” and “I’m going to miss you.”

The rabbi shared some reactions 
of his own.

“Obviously, we’re going to stay 
friends,” Perlman said. “She’s going 
to be difficult to replace. She will 
be missed. We just want her to get 
better. Health comes first.”

Hoffman does have some post-re-
tirement plans. She intends to con-
tinue serving on the sisterhood at 
Temple Ner Tamid, and to do some 
consulting.

“I’m not going far,” she said. “It’s 
nice to know you are appreciated.” Θ

3JEWISH JOURNAL.ORG
NOVEMBER 24, 2022 THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Glatt Kosher Meat Available
We Have the Best Deli & Smoked Fish Party Platters!

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

Catering
by Tevya

474 Lowell St., Peabody (978-535-6449) (FAX 978-535-6816)
Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of Mass.
Visit our website: www.levineskoshermkt.com

FROM TEVYA’S KITCHEN
Buy a

BARBECUED
CHICKEN 

And receive FREE 1 lb
POTATO SALAD or COLE SLAW

PEPPER 
STEAK
Great for stir fry

$9.99 lb

BLADE 
STEAK
$8.99 lb

FROM OUR DELI DEPT

SALAMI OR 
BOLOGNA

$8.99 lb

StandWithUs announced that Indi-
ana University’s Lila Caplan, of 
Swampscott, has won first place in its 
“Movement Builder Award for Cre-
ativity and Impact 2022.” The award 
is presented each year to an excep-
tional StandWithUs Emerson Fellow 

who approached and successfully 
implemented Israel programming 
with a specific and dynamic strategy 
tailored to their campus climate.  

Caplan was eager to connect 
with new communities on campus. 
She used her Emerson Fellowship 
training to engage students of all 
backgrounds and organized 14 suc-
cessful and impactful programs with 
various student clubs and organiza-
tions including ROTC and Greek 
life, among others. When she noticed 
a rise in antisemitic incidents on 
campus, Caplan joined Indiana Uni-
versity Hillel’s Antisemitism Task 
Force to help mobilize and support 
her community. She also represented 
StandWithUs within the ICC Nation-
al Council of Fellows, where she 
worked on national campaigns for 
students across the country. Caplan’s 
leadership exemplified everything 
StandWithUs stands for – Israel edu-
cation, empowerment, and standing 
up to antisemitism.

Caplan is also an alumna of the 
StandWithUs Kenneth Leventhal 
High School Internship, which gave 
her a strong foundation for campus 
leadership. “After participating as a 

Lila Caplan 

Caplan wins StandWithUs award

Hoffman ‘will be missed,’  
but vows to stay involved 

Beth Hoffman

CHELSEA 
Jen Fazekas

jfazekas@chelseajewish.org 
617.887.0826

PEABODY 
Antonio Alvarez

aalvarez@chelseajewish.org 
978-854-1812

www.chelseajewish.org

Call for more information:

respite
This fall, experience our

wellness programs.
Talk to us about Respite Short Stays.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
mailto:jfazekas@chelseajewish.org
mailto:aalvarez@chelseajewish.org
http://www.chelseajewish.org
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Ploss, 59, is a small-time demagogue by any objective 
measure. As an independent candidate for governor in 
2022, her write-in tally was scant – not a single vote in 

Swampscott, where she had led outdoor protests for 2½ years, 
dozens near the home of the Republican governor she calls 
“Char-LIE Baker.” Her podcast, featuring her brassy Boston 
persona, pulls in fewer than 500 viewers. Hate watchdog 
groups tend to ignore her because her reach is too short to be 
of concern. 

But that wasn’t always the case. She had alt-right celeb-
rity potential in 2020.  She had hosted “The Dianna Ploss 
Show” on New Hampshire radio WSMN for 2½ years, and 
was thought to be on the verge of national syndication. She 
had 43,000 followers on Facebook and more than 34,000 on 
Twitter.  

Then, Ploss stepped in it. On a mid-July day in 2020, she 
accosted Spanish-speaking workers on a landscape crew in 
Nashua, N.H., and berated them for not speaking English: 

“It is America, you should be speaking English. English.  
English … Is anybody here illegal?” 

Ploss had built her brand preaching the First Amendment 
and free speech. Yet there she was, haranguing landscape 
workers for chatting in Spanish.

She videoed her stunt and posted it on Facebook under 
the heading “Speak English in America.” (It was pulled down 
but later resurfaced on Instagram and got over 300,000 views.)  
Two days later, WSMN canceled her show and severed ties. Sta-
tion ownership issued a statement saying it valued “freedom 
of speech, freedom of expression and assembly. We will not 
tolerate discrimination, racism or hatred.”

Eventually Ploss’s mainstream social media accounts were 
taken down or frozen, and her celebrity prospects faded.  She 
descended to the depth of “full-Nazi,” as one Ploss eyewitness 
puts it. She hooked up with the Rizoli brothers of Fram-
ingham and dove into Holocaust denial and Third Reich 
revisionism. (The Rizolis were flagged as extremists by the 
Anti-Defamation League in 2009). 

Eyewitnesses to Ploss hold out the possibility that she isn’t 
genuinely demagogic, but that she cynically “performs” it, 
trying to monetize the so-called attention economy. Copying 
shock-jock Alex Jones, more or less. Except that while Jones 
slandered the memory of 20 schoolchildren and six adults 
killed at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Connecticut (and 
courts held him liable for damages of more than $1 billion), 
her fraud would absolve a genocide.

Hate alert: The following material may be hazardous 
to human decency.

Before her account was frozen, Ploss posted on 
Facebook: “The J-ws were NOT and are NOT the victims. 
They were and still are the PERPETRATORS of the most 
satanic and barbaric atrocities the world has ever faced via 
their invention of COMMUNISM.  Smarten up and stop 
falling for the J-W PROPOGANDA!”

Her live podcast, now on Rumble, featured a taped parody 
of the Auschwitz death camp. In it, her lieutenant governor 
running mate, Jim Rizoli, and a fellow denier, Diane King, 
are costumed as prisoners, in striped pajamas, yellow Stars 
of David on their chests. They banter about the swimming 
pool and lunch service at Auschwitz, and how Zyklon-B cya-
nide-based gas is good for hair and stuffy noses. 

Ploss announced Rizoli as her running mate on the 
June 17 podcast with Rizoli’s twin brother, Joe. The episode 
includes an exchange in which Jim Rizoli asserts that Hitler 
took down Jewish bankers to save the Third Reich, that the 
U.S. should follow his example, and erect a statue in his 
honor.  

Her podcast of Aug. 24  featured Holocaust denier and 
anti-choicer E. Michael Jones, who asserts that Jews plotted 
the abortion movement and  “are responsible for the death 
of 50 million unborn children in this country …” 

Ploss’s Oct. 30 “Hoaxbusters” podcast has Joe Rizoli assert-
ing that Jews are “filthy people” because they went unbathed 
in Nazi death camps.  “You got dirty Jews who never show-
ered in a year,” Rizoli says. “[General George S.] Patton said 
the smell of these people was so bad he couldn’t eat the next 
day … They’re filthy people.  They provided showers and all 
this stuff for them and they didn’t use it.”

Ploss, abridged:
Twice-divorced, now single. Grew up in Boston, on 

Mission Hill, oldest of four children, Catholic school 
education. School bus driver father and bartender mother 
divorced. At age 16, gave birth to a daughter. Married and 
divorced her daughter’s father, then married and divorced a 
Waltham cop. Worked in a bank and auto body shop, painted 
houses. Community college, nursing school and nursing 
license, in 2000. Worked in cardiac surgery, psychiatry, and 
urgent care at Mass. General. Quit nursing in 2015 to briefly 
hawk a filter purifier for beverages. Sold her Cambridge 

three-family, co-owned with a former fiancé, and lived off the 
proceeds.

Ploss’s extremism took root in 2013. A lifelong Demo-
crat, she reregistered as a Republican because, she said, “The 
country was going in the wrong direction.” She gravitated to 
Trump in 2016, she told an interviewer, because “He was the 
tough guy … He didn’t take any garbage from people. He 
retaught people how to have self-respect. He showed that you 
can stand up for yourself.”

Ploss started a volunteer Mass4Trump committee and 
traveled the state with a life-size cardboard cut-out of Trump. 
When Trump won in 2016, a New York Times reporter rode 
with her to Washington for the inauguration.  She shared that 
she had lost faith in President Obama because he was soft 
on crime, non-supportive of police. Even so, she had signed 
up for Obamacare because her private health insurance had 
become too expensive. “I don’t feel good that I had to do that,” 
she said.  

In 2017, Ploss ran for Gloucester’s seat on the Massachu-
setts Republican Committee, and was rebuffed after bitter 
in-fighting with an entrenched local family. By 2018, Ploss had 
broken with the Massachusetts Republican Party, which she 
derided as “RINO” – Republican In Name Only – because, she 
wrote, “hardly any of the state’s espoused GOP leadership is 
on the right.” She served as press secretary to a fringe guber-
natorial candidate, homophobe Scott Lively, and promoted 
herself as a radio personality.

During the pandemic and election run-up in 2020, she 
organized pro-Trump, pro-police, anti-mask, anti-Black Lives 
Matter protests, often in Swampscott, Winthrop, and Plym-
outh. She live-streamed herself shouting at cars, pedestrians, 
and counter-protesters. The initials for Black Lives Matter, 

Ploss shouted, are an acronym for “Burn, Loot, Murder.” Her 
supporters held ‘White Lives Matter’ signs and a Confederate 
flag.    

Democratic grassroots organizer Alix Smullin stood with 
counter-protestors at the Swampscott Civil War Monument 
and was joined by Democratic Congressman Seth Moulton 
of Salem, a Marine Corps veteran. Ploss confronted Moulton 
and videoed the encounter. “She was in Seth’s face, literally 
screaming at him “Seth-y, Seth-y,” and calling him a war crim-
inal,” Smullin recalled. “It went on and I am sure she called 
him other things … her behavior could fairly be described as 
assaultive.”

Several hundred Swampscott residents signed a petition 
asking Ploss to denounce white supremacy and to encourage 
mask-wearing at protests. She refused. Petition organizer 
Aaron Berdofe recalled: “The Confederate flag in front of the 
monument really turned people off. She wasn’t doing Trump 
any favors; she surfaced the most vile parts of his movement. 
His support in Massachusetts actually went down.”

Ploss’s aforementioned spectacle in Nashua was followed 
by another in Plymouth. On Halloween day in October 2020, 
Ploss was arrested after allegedly punching a counter-protest-
er.

Rita Fiorillo, mother of a trans son, had led counter-pro-
tests against Ploss throughout the year. “She came in like 
a bull in a china shop, swearing, yelling, calling people 
‘vaginas,’” Fiorillo recalled. “She and her bodyguard grabbed 
my sign. She’s very handsy and always acts like other people 
are assaulting her – she positions her camera so it looks like 
that. I kicked over her camera tripod. She took a swing and 
punched me in the face and got arrested. Her friends berated 
the police and called them communists.”

She has Jewish relatives. 
And she’s the state’s Holocaust denier-in-chief

SPENSER HASAK/THE DAILY ITEM  

Ploss, a former nurse and radio show host, attended the Jan. 6, 2021 “Save America” rally in Washington.

SCREENSHOT

Ploss hosts a Holocaust denial podcast.

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CCg_MgJHx7e/?utm_source=ig_embed
https://www.sorryantivaxxer.com/post/dianna-ploss-58-peabody-ma-radio-karen-kookbabbler-running-for-governor-of-ma
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkNZI0oX7UU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkNZI0oX7UU
https://www.audacy.com/podcasts/joseph-rizolis-podcast-117062/episode-41-dianna-ploss-in-her-run-for-ma-governor-picks-her-lt-governor-jim-rizoli-1467669163
https://www.audacy.com/podcasts/joseph-rizolis-podcast-117062/episode-41-dianna-ploss-in-her-run-for-ma-governor-picks-her-lt-governor-jim-rizoli-1467669163
https://rumble.com/v1h6ny1-dr.-e.-michael-jones-joins-dianna-ploss-live.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT07gCqSf9c


Ploss subsequently filed a complaint against Fiorillo, 
who was charged with assault and destruction of property. 
Ultimately charges against both women were dropped. 
But Fiorillo, along with Berdofe, continued to track Ploss’s 
activities.

Trump’s loss in November 2020 put Ploss at the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 to protest the “stolen” election. She 
posted one video of herself pressing forward with the mob, 
coughing and wheezing in the gaseous air.  “They’re attack-
ing us, I’m getting attacked,” she says. “Can’t breathe. Eyes 
are burning. I’m OK. I’m OK, I am. Don’t be worried.” In 
another video she is shouting, “They’re trying to push us 
off the Capitol.  We’re not leaving. We’re not leaving. We 
are fighting for our country. We are not backing down. This 
is not America. It is not America.” Ploss stayed outside the 
Capitol and avoided arrest.

Throughout 2021, Ploss moved further into extremism, 
railing against local Human Rights Commissions and the 
United Nations Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development.  

Whereas, before, she stood alongside Jews who held an 
Israeli flag at the protests in Swampscott, she no longer 
would. Israel, she said, was responsible for 9-11 and the 
Oklahoma City bombing, and had stolen America’s enriched 
uranium.

“How come nobody talks about the people in Palestine 
and the 750,000 that were slaughtered so that Israel and 
the Rothschilds could take over that land,” Ploss said on her 
podcast. “That was not a Biblical sign from God, that was a 
political purchase.  Because the plan is for the New World 
Order to be headquartered in Jerusalem and for Greater 
Israel.  I did not know that before. I do now.”

By the time she declared her independent candidacy 
for governor in August 2021, she had washed her hands of 
Trump, who, she declared, was “part of the SWAMP.” She had 
been “shocked” to observe police back down from “Antifa 
and BLM thugs” at pro-Trump rallies. America was in the 
final stages of a “Bolshevik Takeover.”

“There is no right and left,” she wrote. “It is US vs. THEM.”
Trump’s endorsement of Geoff Diehl –  the Republican 

candidate for Massachusetts governor –  in October 2021 was 
the last straw. “That was when she lost it,” said Rita Fiorillo.  
“When she went full-Nazi.”

Or pretended to. Fiorillo suspects Ploss is disingenuous 
about her intolerance, different from the Rizoli brothers, 
whose hostility and aggression look to be heartfelt and 
sincere.

“Her candidacy wasn’t real,” said Fiorillo. “It was just fake 
to get attention. She didn’t seek signatures to get on the 
ballot. She never had an event, didn’t go door-to-door. She 
didn’t even try. The whole thing was a grift. It was all about 
getting money.” (Ploss’s campaign raised $11,572.55, accord-
ing to the state Office of Campaign and Political Finance.)  

But Berdofe, another eyewitness to Ploss, thinks her 
“shock-jock” act morphed into genuine conviction. “I wish it 
was grifting,” Berdofe said. “But it seems she’s trying to find 

a connection with a group of people. I’ve been watching this 
radicalization happen over time. She’s gone from dabbling 
with QAnon straight into pure antisemitic conspiracy the-
ories and Holocaust denial. You can’t grift your way down 
that rabbit hole.  I don’t know how that transition happened, 
but it seems to have turned into pure belief at this point.”

Which is what Abington resident Holly Tse indicated 
when she resigned as campaign treasurer for Ploss and Jim 
Rizoli.  In an Aug. 3 letter to the state Office of Campaign 
and Political Finance, Tse wrote, “My reason for my resigna-
tion is my religious, personal and political beliefs no longer 
aligning with theirs.”

Berdofe, who has Jewish lineage and lives with his wife 
and two daughters in Swampscott, said he feels threatened 
by Ploss. “It’s unnerving to watch anyone lose their grasp of 
reality in real time,” he said. “I’d be more sympathetic to that 
loss if her beliefs didn’t dictate that somehow there is moti-
vation to violently punish a certain segment of the human 
population, perhaps including myself, for simply existing. 
I do think her descent is illustrative of how easy it is to get 
caught up in these radicalization riptides and rabbit holes 
and how clear the through-line is from Trumpian politics to 
hate-based conspiracy theories.”

Keiko Zoll, another Swampscott resident who saw Ploss’s 
demonstrations, denounces her Holocaust denial. “As a Jew, 
I think it’s disgusting, it’s delusional,” Zoll said. “You have 
historical evidence that you can’t really argue with. Given the 
current political climate that we’re in and the rise of antisem-
itism that we’re seeing not just nationally, but globally, it’s 
absolutely scary.” 

Jews have ample cause to be wary of Holocaust denial, said 
Rabbi David Meyer of Temple Emanu-El in Marblehead.  

“It dismisses a very unique event of profound Jewish 
suffering,” Meyer said. “It promotes longstanding antisemitic 
tropes about the Jewish desire to control the minds and pol-
itics and finances of the world – the hateful charges that laid 
the groundwork for the Holocaust to begin with.  It rejects 
the need for a sovereign Jewish state in the aftermath of the 
genocide and so it promotes an anti-Israel agenda. And then 
it avoids the responsibility for the violence that comes from 
promoting Jew hatred and antisemitic memes … because 
there was no Holocaust.”

Rabbi Yossi Lipsker of Swampscott-based Chabad of the 
North Shore called for Jews to be vigilant: “The abnormality 

of denying the genocidal cold-hearted murder of six million 
Jews is, ironically, as abnormal as the cold-hearted acts were 
themselves. Lessons learned from the past require us to take 
the words of the unhinged at face value. This means simply 
that we vociferously and vigilantly call out abnormality 
before it settles into the collective unconscious and normal-
izes.  The Holocaust was the  result of the gradual humaniza-
tion of subhuman cruelty.”  

Christopher Mauriello, a Salem State professor who teach-
es Holocaust history, believes that denial is part of a broader 
assault on democratic values. “We need to continue to seek 
out truth over distortions and lies, what really happened 
in history instead of imagined extremist counter-narratives 
based on fear, racism, and hatred. Without acknowledging 
the reality of the Holocaust as it actually happened from 
1933-45 in Nazi Germany, and teaching it to a new generation 
of Americans, we cannot claim to be a democracy based on 
truth and justice,” he said in an email.

Rewind to October 2020. The Swampscott petition against 
Ploss’s ‘White Lives Matter’ rallies went up on change.org for 
public comment. 

Kristin Spearing wrote: “I am Dianna’s cousin and I 
denounce her racist behavior. I believe in freedom of speech, 
but she has taken it too far. She grew up in a racist and 
abusive household and this is the fallout from the torment 
she received as a child. I guess she needs attention even if it’s 
negative attention. Pray for her …”

In an interview, Spearing said she and Ploss are maternal 
first cousins, but do not speak. Ploss’s extended family, she 
said, is “sickened” by her antisemitism and Holocaust denial. 
One of Ploss’s brothers is married to a Jewish woman, and 
their two daughters were raised as Jews and were bat mitzva-
hed. Spearing’s husband is from Jewish lineage. 

“Overall we don’t agree with her,” said Spearing, 55. “This 
Holocaust denial is just not right, she needs to stop.

“She’s putting us at risk. There’s a lot of extremists on 
both sides, and they’re dangerous. I’ve seen it on both sides.  

“Maybe she’ll stop if she knows she’s affecting other 
family members.  I have dear friends and family and people I 
don’t even know who this has affected on so many levels. And 
it will never go away.

“On behalf of my family I apologize for her, because she 
never will.  I mean it from the bottom of my heart.”  

Her estrangement from family is alluded to on her web-
site. Ploss writes: “Dianna is aware that many of you know 
who we are NOT allowed to mention and/or criticize. In fact, 
if you do this, you will lose your job, your friends, your family, 
and potentially, your life.”

Spearing holds out hope that Ploss can salvage and redeem 
herself.

“Just let it go,” she urges her cousin. “Do better.” Θ

Steve Marantz is a former Boston Globe and Boston Herald staff 
reporter. Comments can be sent to editor@jewishjournal.org.
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In Swampscott, Dianna Ploss held rallies that attracted everyone from Trump supporters to opponents, who held counter vigils for the Black Lives Matter movement. 

One of Ploss’s brothers is married 

to a Jewish woman, and their two 

daughters were raised as Jews and 

were bat mitzvahed.

https://archive.org/details/G6AeuPyesszF9Y2yc
https://twitter.com/MissLiss630/status/1349204016627122180
https://diannaploss.com/articles/dianna-ploss-exposes-united-nations-activity-in-massachusetts
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://diannaploss.com/
https://www.change.org/p/dianna-ploss-demand-for-a-public-denunciation-of-white-supremacy-by-dianna-ploss?utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=custom_url&recruited_by_id=81087540-b9af-11e7-b3bf-5110da9f7ab5
https://diannaploss.com/
https://diannaploss.com/
mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org
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Oh, the Little Shul. In their later 
years, my parents, then living in 
South Lawrence, were active mem-
bers. In 1995, our mother Libby, my 
sister Ronnee and I, together with 
our own families, held the funeral 
for our husband, father and grandfa-
ther, Natie Greenstein, in that sanc-
tuary. It was an amazing day and 
a lovely service, attended by many 
sitting in the ground floor and even 
the balcony. The Little Soul may 
close, but it will live on in our sweet 
memories as will the once thriving 
Lawrence Jewish community.

Todah to Frayda Koffman and 
the others who kept the flame going 
for so long and for ensuring that 
the Torahs and ark will find a new 
home for new generations.

JUDITH GREENSTEIN
Via email
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What a nice surprise when I saw 
the latest Journal! I thought it was 
from another community. I think 
it’s so refreshing and easier to read. 
The articles are so interesting and 
pertinent to our lives now.  Also, 
thanks to editor and publisher 
Steve Rosenberg and his staff for a 

wonderful job. We all appreciate 
the effort that goes into publish-
ing the Journal and I know I look 
forward to it as do many others. 
Wishing you all the best in the years 
ahead.

SEMA GOLDSTEIN
Salem

Rich Tenorio’s article in the Oct. 27 
issue was an outstanding tribute 
to brothers Sandy and the late 
Evan Freiberg. (Jewish Journal, 
“Beverly man to run NYC Mara-
thon to honor his brother.”) Evan, 
an incredibly talented and brave 

individual, showed us what can be 
accomplished despite having multi-
ple overwhelming obstacles. Thank 
you for sharing this heartfelt and 
uplifting story. 

STEPHEN RICHMOND
East Boston 

Thank you for your beautiful 
story about the enduring love of 
faith and hope (“Lawrence’s last 
shul to close,” Jewish Journal, Nov. 
10.). L’dor v’dor – from generation 
to generation. Blessings to Ms. Koff-
man and to the members of the 
“Little Shul” who so valiantly main-
tained the spirit of true Judaism in 
the Merrimack Valley by keeping 
the flame alight for so many years.

STEVEN ROSENFELD
Andover

I remember visiting my grand-
mother every Rosh Hashanah as 
she prayed upstairs in the mag-
nificent shul. It was a holiday 
tradition. I then would continue 
my walk to the shul on Concord 
Street. I am sad to see the end of an 
era but will always remember the 
beauty of this magnificent place of 
worship.  

SELMA (SCHWARTZ) 
FLIEDER

Haverhill

Frayda Koffman has been a true 
champion for the “Little Shul!” I 
can recall going there as a young 
boy with my grandfather.

RICHARD GROSSMAN
Via email

Thank you Frayda Koffman for 
keeping “The Little Shul” alive 
for so long. I can promise you my 
father and grandfather, who were 
past presidents of Ansha Sholum, 
are proud of you. 

JUDY ZAFT MATULSKY 
Via email 

New design makes paper easier to read Remembering Lawrence’s last shul

The Freiberg brothers are role models
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E
VEN THE MOST hardened 
Americans might concede 
that America has been 
through a lot in the last 
several years. Our country 

has been roiled by political infight-
ing, economic uncertainty, rampant 
public violence, a dramatic increase 
in racism and antisemitism, and an 
apparent inability to conduct civil 
discourse. All of this has led to a dire 
threat to our civil liberties, putting 
democracy to the test.

Ultimately, it will be historians 
who reckon with the extent to which 
this period altered America. In the 
meantime, we have arrived at the 
holiday of Thanksgiving, nearly160 
years from the day when, in the 
midst of Civil War, President Lincoln 
asked Americans to come together 
on the last Thursday of November 

to commemorate a “day of Thanks-
giving.” A few years later, in 1870, 
Congress declared Thanksgiving a 
national holiday.

For those of us blessed, on this 
historic day, to be able to gather 
with family and friends, there will be 
much to be grateful for, and much 
to ponder, including the luxury of 
being able to assemble freely and 
exchange ideas – something we often 
take for granted but is not a given in 
much of the world. 

It can be a day steeped in emo-
tion – a challenging, even a trying, 
holiday, for some. Relatives or friends 
who haven’t seen each other in 
months or years may bring their own 
political agendas to the table, and 
conversations can become heated in 
a matter of seconds. 

The opposite can also occur: We 

can take a moment and be thankful 
for all we have been given by our 
creator. It can be a day to acknowl-
edge the mysteries of life, and our 
appreciation for our opportunity to 
be alive.  

Thanksgiving is also a time to 
consider those in need. Some in 
our community may volunteer on 
Thanksgiving Day and perform acts 
of tikkun olam, which in turn can 
remind us of our good fortune. (If 
only if this were to translate into 
acts of kindness each and every day!)  
Such gestures can be as simple as a 
phone call to a neighbor who lives 
alone, a ride to an appointment, or 
a bag of groceries for someone ill; 
or something more elaborate that 
impacts our larger community and 
its institutions. 

Here at the Jewish Journal, we 

continue to connect our commu-
nity in good times and in bad. And 
as a community, we are facing daily 
antisemitism, social media networks 
that have no guardrails, and political 
and popular culture working to nor-
malize Jew-hatred. At a minimum, 
these influences make us ponder our 
own identify and how our society 
is changing.  And this why it’s more 
important than ever to have a pub-
lication like the Jewish Journal that 
reflects our community. 

We can’t do it alone, though, and 
we need your support. On this day of 
thanks, please consider a voluntary 
$72 donation (the actual cost of each 
subscription) – or more – so we can 
continue our mission. 

From our staff, and our Board of 
Overseers, we wish you a happy and 
meaningful holiday.  Θ

Happy Thanksgiving

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=Z5VSKBEUW2PQ6&source=url _blank
mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org
mailto:editor@jewishjournal.org
mailto:newsletter@jewishjournal.org


By DAVID M. SHRIBMAN
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

T
HERE WAS NO explic-
itly Jewish issue in the 
midterm congressional 
elections just concluded. 
No real debate about Isra-

el, though Israel was holding a par-
allel election. No discussion about 
prayer in the schools, though issues 
about the schools were prominent 
in some states. Nor about quotas, 
though the Supreme Court had just 
concluded a vital hearing about 
college admissions procedures.

No Jewish issues in these elec-
tions – except for the most vital 
Jewish issue of all. 

That would be the fate of 
democracy in the United States. 
Jews may disagree about taxes, 
Social Security, climate change, 
trade policy, even about the role 
of Palestinians in Israel. But here 
in the United States – a traditional 
haven for Jews, with a founding 
ethic that was welcoming to Jews 
in the 18th century and vital to 
Jews in the middle of the 20th 
century – the one value cherished 
by all and is (in this context this is 
not too strong a word) worshiped 
by all, is … the American political 
system.

And while some Republicans 
won and some Democrats lost, 
while AIPAC’s role was celebrated 
or deplored, while familiar faces 
disappeared and new ones emerged, 
there is broad agreement that the 
big winner of November’s balloting 
was … democracy.

This was the surprise that 
shouldn’t have been surprising.

It was surprising because so 
many of the commentators thought 
that inflation and abortion rights 
would be top of mind among 
voters. Those issues were, to be sure. 
But so was democracy. 

The VoteCast survey of more 
than 94,000 voters nationwide 
conducted for The Associated Press 
by at National Opinion Research 
Center at the University of Chicago 
confirmed the primacy of inflation; 
that was natural as inflation rates 
hovered about 8 percent around 
Election Day. 

But the AP/NORC poll also 
showed that 44 percent of Amer-
icans considered the future of 
democracy their top voting issue.

Don’t jump to conclusions 
about that. Both Republicans and 
Democrats are concerned about 
democracy – but for different 
reasons. Election deniers on the 

GOP side think that the Joe Biden 
victory in 2020 was a travesty 
against democracy. Progressives on 
the Democratic side believe the 
Capitol riot and state laws making 
voting more difficult are a barrier 
to democracy. 

But one way or another, Ameri-
cans are concerned about democra-
cy. And that brings them firmly into 
the Jewish camp.

From the earliest settlings on the 
Atlantic shore, Jews have believed 
that democratic values are an 
umbrella – both bringing Ameri-
cans (including them) under one 
protective covering and protecting 
Jews from the hailstorms of hatred 
that have been occasional part of 
the American political climate. 

James Madison and Thomas 
Jefferson were not Jews; Jeffer-
son’s views on even whether God 
exists have fueled scores of Ph.D. 
theses. But it is incontrovertible 
that their values are Jewish values 
– apart, of course, from slavery. 
Abraham Lincoln, who abhorred 
slavery, wasn’t Jewish, but read his 
two Inaugural addresses and his 
Gettysburg Address and try to argue 
that he wasn’t steeped in the Old 
Testament. Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt? His critics surely claimed he 

was Jewish. Harry Truman? Eddie 
Jacobson, his Army comrade – and 
supreme advocate for granting dip-
lomatic recognition to Israel – saw 
Jewish values in his onetime busi-
ness partner. Bill Clinton? He held 
the first Seder in the White House. 
Even some of the figures Jews gen-
erally deplore have had elements 
appealing to Jews – Woodrow Wil-
son, who made Louis Brandeis the 
first Jewish jurist on the Supreme 
Court; and Donald Trump, with 
Jewish grandchildren and the chief 
executive who moved the American 
embassy to Jerusalem.

Mr. Trump, to be sure, generally 
is reviled by Jews; the American 
Jewish Committee survey in 2017, 
long before the Capitol insurrec-

tion, found that three quarters of 
Jews had a negative view of the 
45th president. That figure stayed 
stable or grew slightly through his 
presidency. The AJC’s 2021 survey 
found that two-thirds of Ameri-
can Jews disapproved on how the 

Republican Party responded to 
antisemitism. The 2022 midterms 
were widely viewed as a repudiation 
of Mr. Trump.

Moreover, one element of the 
2022 midterms was not a surprise: 
The Jewish vote went Democratic 
by a two-to-one margin.

Perhaps the most significant 
element of the midterms occurred 
in Pennsylvania, which is not called 
the Keystone State – its moniker 
since the early days of the country – 
for nothing. 

Come January, Josh Shapiro will 
be the governor of the common-
wealth, an important marker in 
the history of Jews in politics not 
only because he is Jewish but also 
because of the way he is Jewish. 

Other politicians have given 
their Jewish identity prominence, 
particularly former Senator Arlen 
Specter (in office 1981-2011), also of 
Pennsylvania, who spoke often of 
his immigrant parents from Russia 
and Ukraine and had two Ortho-
dox sisters; onetime Senator Rudy 
Boschwitz of Minnesota (in office 
1978-1991), who was born in Berlin 
and who fled with his parents to 
escape Nazi rule); and, of course, 
former Senator Joseph I. Lieber-
man (in office 1989-2013), who was 
the history-making Democratic 
vice-presidential nominee in 2000 
and who brought attention to his 

Orthodox traditions.
Even so, Mr. Shapiro’s emergence 

as the top statewide official in Penn-
sylvania is a significant event. The 
state has nearly a half-million Jews, 
making it the 10th most Jewish 
state by population.

Mr. Shapiro is a graduate of a 
Jewish day school. His children 
attend a Jewish day school (and that 
was an issue in the campaign after 
Republican nominee Doug Mastri-
ano accused Mr. Shapiro of having 
attended an “elite” private school). 
He ran a remarkable introductory 
television advertisement in which 
he spoke of putting time aside each 
week for a family Shabbat dinner 
(“I make it home Friday night for 
Sabbath dinner because family and 
faith ground me,” he said). It was 
perhaps the only time in American 
political history when two challahs 
were a prominent part of a political 
ad. In a campaign season that gave 
new meaning to the struggle for 
democratic values, Mr. Shapiro’s 
challahs gave new meaning to the 
marketers’ term “product place-
ment.”  Θ

David M. Shribman, who won a Pulit-
zer Prize as Washington bureau chief 
of the Boston Globe, is executive editor 
emeritus of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
and teaches at Carnegie Mellon  
University and McGill University.
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Midterm elections were about ‘the most Jewish issue of all’ 

The 2022 midterms were widely viewed as a repudiation of Donald. Trump, seen here at a menorah lighting at 
the White House. 

Pennsylvania Governor-elect Josh Shapiro at his wedding to high school sweetheart Lori.

One way or another, 

Americans are 

concerned about 

democracy. And that 

brings them firmly 

into the Jewish camp.

Jews rally for the freedom to vote. 
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By PENNY SCHWARTZ  
JTA.ORG

WALTHAM – The days before 
Thanksgiving break were supposed 
to be packed at Brandeis University’s 
Hillel: There was a talk on Sunday 
about sexuality in Judaism, a cere-
mony for students who participated 
in a study program, and a forum for 
candidates running to help lead the 
campus Jewish center.

Instead, Hillel canceled every-
thing and instead threw open its 
doors for students and faculty in 
need of comfort and support after 
one of their classmates was killed and 
dozens more injured in an accident 
involving a shuttle bus many of them 
take regularly.

Rabbi Seth Winberg, the executive 
director of the school’s Hillel and 
the university’s senior chaplain, said 
scores of students have reached out 
to his organization since the dead-
ly accident, unsettled after learning 
about it from communications from 
the college and in text messages from 
friends. He said he has also heard 
from parents and alumni, from as far 
away as Israel.

“We are trying to help students 
process and grieve,” Winberg told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

That was the theme on campus 
Sunday, as details emerged about 
the crash and its aftermath. The 
bus, operated by a contractor who 
provides transportation services to 
Brandeis, was returning students 
to campus from a hockey game at 
Northeastern University, according 
to the local district attorney’s office, 
which is investigating the accident. 

Images and video posted to social 
media showed that the bus was heav-
ily damaged, its front end virtually 
disintegrated, its roof shredded after 
a rollover and all windows broken. 
Debris was still piled at the South 
Street crash site Sunday afternoon.

One student died at the scene. 
Vanessa Mark was “an active and 
cherished member of the Brandeis 
community” who was on leave but 
living in Waltham, according to an 
announcement by the school’s pres-
ident, Ron Liebowitz, on Sunday.

By Sunday night, all but three of 

the dozens who were injured had 
been released from the hospital.

“Given the number of injured 
people and the different hospitals 
to which they were transported, it is 
taking time to determine the status 
of everyone involved,” said Julie Jette, 
Brandeis’s assistant vice president for 
communications.

Liebowitz announced in a mes-
sage to the community Sunday that 
classes would be canceled on Monday 
and Tuesday, and counseling services 
would be made widely available. 

“This will enable some students 
to return to family and friends soon-
er than the normal holiday schedule 
would have allowed,” he wrote. “For 
students who will remain on campus, 
we will have additional opportuni-

ties to gather and receive support.”
Liebowitz outlined the resources 

available to students at a communi-
ty meeting Sunday morning, where 
hundreds of students crowded into 
the campus center for a communi-
ty-wide gathering about the accident, 
Winberg told JTA.

Students remained after the gath-
ering for up to an hour, according to 
Samantha Brody, a junior from Deer-
field, Illinois, who is the president of 
Hillel’s student board.

Students “want to reach out and 
see each other,” Brody said. “There 
were lots of hugs.”

She added that both conversation 
and quiet contemplation were called 
for: “Everyone needs something dif-
ferent.”

Brandeis, a nonsectarian college, 
has its roots in the American Jew-
ish community, which founded the 
liberal arts institution in 1948 at a 
time when Jews were often restricted 
in student admissions and in fac-
ulty appointments to competitive 
colleges. Today, just over a third of 
undergraduates self-identify as Jew-
ish, according to various published 
reports.

Students active in Hillel and its 
leaders quickly came together to 
organize gatherings to offer support. 
The Brandeis Orthodox student 
group scheduled an afternoon prayer 
service, while the Brandeis Reform 
Chavurah and Masorti (Conserva-
tive) student groups jointly orga-
nized a service of their own. On Sun-
day evening, the community planned 
to come together to sing niggunim, 
or wordless melodies, as a quiet way 
to offer comfort.

“These are examples that show 
how everyone wants to be together, 
in person,” Brody told JTA.

Brody said on Sunday afternoon 
that she did not know anyone who 
was on the bus but knows people 
whose friends were. She said she has 
taken the shuttle bus before.

“Most people on campus have. 
It’s the easiest way to get to Boston. 
Everyone is thinking, ‘it could have 
been me,’” she added.

That was true for Draken Garfin-
kel, a Jewish senior from the Wash-
ington, D.C., area who was not on 
the bus. “I use it every week to see my 
brother,” a student at another college 
in Boston, he said.

When he learned about the crash 
early Sunday morning, from the 
university’s communication and 
from text messages from friends, 
Garfinkel immediately wanted to 
do something to help others – espe-
cially those on the bus who were 
hospitalized, he told JTA in a phone 
conversation.

One of those students is a friend, 
a foreign exchange student, he said.

He and others who are part of an 
activist student group helped orga-
nize sending text messages to stu-
dents they knew were in the hospital 
as a way to express concern.   Θ

PENNY SCHWARTZ

Brandeis University students write messages to honor their classmate 
Vanessa Mark who died in a shuttle bus crash.
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SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING

November 25 3:57 p.m.
December 2 3:54 p.m.

ONGOING

Knitting Knights at the JCCNS, 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., in-person at the 
Women’s Health Club and on Zoom, 
4 Community Road, Marblehead. 
Visit www.jccns.org for link.

Israeli Dance Group At Temple 
Ner Tamid in Peabody. Tuesday 
nights at 8 p.m. No partner needed 
and all levels welcome, $2 dona-
tion. For more information, email: 
algrnewman@aol.com. Temple Ner 
Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

Israeli Folk Dancing at the 
JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and Sun-
days, 8:30 a.m., 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead. Visit www.jccns.org for 
more information.

Temple Ahavat Achim Choir, 
under the direction of Abigale Reis-
man. Everyone who likes to sing is 
welcome. Rehearsals will be held two 
Tuesday evenings a month. For more 
info, email stowefolk@comcast.net. 86 
Middle St., Gloucester.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Jewish Book Month, 7 p.m. Pre-
sented by the JCCNS. Meet author-
Mark Arsenault, who will discuss his 
book, “The Imposter’s War.” This is 
the shocking history of the espi onage 
and infil tra tion of Amer i can media 
dur ing WWI, and a riv et ing nar ra-
tive of the courageous newsman who 
changed the course of history by 
exposing it. Visit www.jccns.org for 
details and tickets. JCCNS, 4 Commu-
nity Road, Marblehead. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

An Afternoon with Rabbi 
Nehemia Polen, 12 p.m. Presented 
by Temple Sinai of Marblehead. 
Rabbi Nehemia Polen, a master 

teacher and spiritualist, will discuss 
his latest book “Stop Look Listen.” He 
will explore the transformative effect 
of Shabbat and how to experience 
it in the modern world with deeper 
insight, appreciation, and love. Free 
and open to all. A light lunch will 
be served. RSVP to Sara Ewing at 
sewing@jccns.com by Wednesday, 
November 30th. Temple Sinai, 1 
Community Road, Marblehead.

PJ Library Hanukkah Story Lan-
tern Walk, 4:30 – 7 p.m.  Presented 
by Lappin Foundation. Families 
with young children are invited to 
celebrate Hanukkah with a PJ Library 
Hanukkah Story Lantern Walk at 
Sunny Meadow Farm, Robin Hill 
Road in Chelmsford. Enjoy the story 
walk at your own pace surrounded 
by twinkling lights. There will be 
lantern making for children and hot 
chocolate. Free. Register at www.
lappinfoundation.org. For more 
info contact Rachel Scheinhaus at 
rachels@lappinfoundation.org

Russia’s War in Ukraine: Nine 
Months In, 2 p.m. Presented by the 
House of the Seven Gables. Join Dr 
Emily Channell-Justice of Harvard 
University’s Ukrainian Research 
Institute as she expounds on the back-
ground of the invasion, Ukraine’s his-
tory, and potential future outcomes. 
Enjoy Ukranian pastries and browse 
the Ukrainian crafts for sale. Free, to 
register go to: www.7gables.org. 115 
Derby St., Salem.

Ramah Day Camp Open House, 
1 - 3 p.m. Hosted by Gann Academy. 
Meet our director, get to know some 
staff members, see a tour of the camp 
grounds, and enjoy fun activities and 
snacks.  More info at: https://ramah-
boston.org. Gann Academy, 333 
Forest St., Waltham.

Epstein Hillel School Open 
House, 10 – 11:30 a.m. EHS invites 
prospective parents to take a tour, 
meet Head of School Amy Gold, 
and learn about the EHS experience. 
Contact Mindee at mgreenberg@

epsteinhillel.org to register or to 
schedule a tour. For more info, go to: 
https://epsteinhillel.org. 6 Communi-
ty Road, Marblehead. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8

Epstein Hillel School STEM 
Night, 6:45 p.m. Free and open to 
the community. Participate in hands-
on STEM activities that are geared 
to school-age children and their 
families. For more info, go to: https://
epsteinhillel.org. 6 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 

PJ Library Latke-Making 
Workshop with Mamaleh’s,  
3 – 4 p.m. Presented by Lappin Foun-
dation. Families are invited to enjoy 
an interactive latke cooking class 
on Zoom. This hands-on latke-mak-
ing workshop with Mamaleh’s will 
teach you how to achieve the perfect 
balance of crispy on the outside and 
creamy potato on the inside, just in 
time for Hanukkah. Free. For more 
information or to register for the 
Zoom link visit www.LappinFounda-
tion.org.

THROUGH DECEMBER 15 

Ladies’ “Drinks Dreidel Design”, 
7:30 p.m. Presented by Chabad of 
Peabody. Connect with friends, create 
your own artwork and enjoy latkes 
and drinks. $20 per person. Bring a 
wrapped gift for our dreidel game.  
More info at www. jewishpeabody.
com. 682 Lowell St., Peabody. 

Winter Clothing Drive for 
Ukraine. Sponsored by The House of 
the Seven Gables. Bring clean clothes 
to  the admissions desk at 115 Derby 
St., Salem. Alternative donation 
methods include Amazon Wish List 
and Financial. Contributions. See 
www.dobroinc.org.

 SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS

calendar@jewishjournal.org

An Afternoon with Rabbi Nehemia Polen
Professor of Jewish Thought  

at Hebrew College
Author of Stop Look Listen:  

Celebrating Shabbos Through A Spiritual Lens

Sunday, December 4
12:00PM in-person  

at Temple Sinai 
1 Community Road, Marblehead

Rabbi Nehemia Polen, a master teacher and spiritualist, will discuss his 
latest book, Stop Look Listen. He will explore the transformative effect of 
Shabbat and how to experience it in the modern world with deeper insight, 
appreciation, and love — whatever one’s level of observance may be. 

FREE and open to all. A light lunch will be served. 

Please RSVP by Nov. 30 to Sara Ewing at sewing@jccns.com.

Presented by the JCCNS, Ahabat Sholom and Temple Sinai
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

Event includes book sale and signing.

Always the Lowest Air Fares  •  Customized Individual & Group Tours 
Bar Mitzvah Tours & Ceremonies

EASTERN EUROPE
Independent & Escorted Tours

VACATIONS & HONEYMOONS
Europe  •  Far East  •  The Caribbean  •  Florida  •  Arizona  •  Las Vegas

617-738-0500  •  800-399-8467
www.bler.com  •  info@bler.com

45 Bartlett Crescent Road  •  Brookline, MA 02446

BLER TRAVEL

WE CAN DO EVERYTHING ...
FROM SOUP TO NUTS!

118 Pleasant St., Marblehead • info@marbleheadantiques.com
781-631-9791 • text 978-985-3409

LISTEN TO COMMUNITY LEADER  
JIM SHAINKER AND GUESTS
DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS ~ LITERATURE ~ HOLIDAYS ~  

POLITICS ~ ISRAEL ~ MUSIC ~ HALACHA ~ AND MORE

L’CHAIM 
JEWISH INTERACTIVE RADIO

FRIDAY @10AM ~ SUNDAY @7PM
980 AM / WWW.980WCAP.COM / ANY RADIO APP

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE SHOW!
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MARBLEHEAD CYCLE  
AND SALEMCYCLE.COM  

ARE HAVING AN  
END OF SEASON  
CLEARANCE SALE!

TO SCHEDULE SERVICE OR CHECK OUR INVENTORY,  
GO TO: SALEMCYCLE.COM   COME VISIT US AT:

M ARBLEHEAD CYCLEM ARBLEHEAD CYCLE
25 BESSOM STREET, MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945  |  781-631-1570

IN-STOCK BIKES AND EBIKES  10-30% OFF

CAR RACKS AND INDOOR TRAINERS  
20% OFF

SELECT INDOOR AND OUTDOOR  
CYCLING SHOES  20-50% OFF 

SELECT HELMETS  25-40% OFF

AND MUCH MORE!

SUN, TUE-THURS 11:30am-10pm  •  FRI-SAT 11:30am-11pm
Closed Mondays  •  Luncheon Specials: TUE-FRI (Hours may vary)

TEL 978-531-3366  •  FAX 978-531-3060
373 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA  •  www.suchangspeabody.com

S U •  C H A N G ’ S
FINE  CHINESE  CUIS INE

Welcome to  
Su Chang’s Fine Chinese Cuisine

Remember to make your reservations  
early for the Christmas Holidays!

Also, please note in order to limit sales,  
there will be a 50 percent surcharge  

on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

BY ADDISON ANTONOFF
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

S
DEROT, AN ISRAELI CITY that borders Gaza, is so frequently 
bombed by Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups that 
its geography has become defined by the shelters. Bus stops and 
playground structures double as places to hide. For some children, 
though, each summer provides a two-week respite from this way 

of life. At the end of July, up to 75 children are bused out of Sderot to a 
summer camp in Israel hosted by the Massachusetts-based Russian Jewish 
Community Foundation.

Campers and counselors at the camp for Sderot children in Israel. 

Bostonians offer hope and continuity to Israeli campers

The Boston-Sderot Camp is 
mostly run by children of Soviet 
immigrants from Massachusetts 
and follows a schedule similar to 
their own sleepaway camp expe-
rience. “Every morning, there was 
a set wake-up time, and then we 
would go to zaryadka – in Russian, 
that means just morning exercise,” 
said Elizabeth Zhorov, a counselor 
from Marblehead, who helped lead 
the camp this year, and is a student 
at Northeastern University. “It’s a 

fun way to get kids to wake up.” 
The rest of the day is filled 

with arts and crafts, dance, sports, 
and a number of other activities. 
In addition, there are also math 
and English classes taught by the 
counselors because very few of the 
children speak English.

Like the counselors, many of 
the campers are children of Soviet 
immigrants. In addition to speak-
ing Hebrew, the children speak 
Russian at varying levels of fluency. 

“There’s definitely still a huge lan-
guage barrier because our Russian 
is not great, their Russian is not 
great. Counselors don’t really know 

Hebrew, the kids don’t really know 
English,” said Project Coordinator 
Yudit Bolotovsky, who is from 
Boston. Counselors are taught basic 
phrases in Hebrew during their 
training, but most communication 
is done through Russian or with 
the help of campers who under-
stand English. 

If anything needed to be rein-
forced, Sveta Panaitov – the pro-
gram director who lives in Sderot 
and runs yearlong community 
programs during the rest of the 
year – would repeat it in Hebrew 
to the group. “Then it would just 
be a very funny situation, because 
maybe we didn’t get it. So then our 
campers would have to explain 
what she said in Hebrew,” recalled 
Laurie Kamenetsky, a volunteer 
from Newton who works as a man-
ager in global sales enablement at 
Matillion.

Fluency in Russian or Hebrew 
is not required to be a counselor, 
but experience is important. The 
majority of Boston-Sderot coun-
selors have been counselors at 
Camp Sunapee in Georges Mills, 

N.H. “Since I was 10 years old, 
there was always someone out of 
our family and group going [to 
the Boston-Sderot Program],” Dita 
Berline, a counselor from Brook-
line, recalled. “They would all come 
back with these amazing stories 
and pictures. That’s how I always 
knew that I was gonna go. The 
second I turned 18, which is how 
old you need to be to be a counsel-
or, I went.” 

The Boston-Sderot Program 
originated with Camp Sunapee. In 
2007, Masha Rifkin – a member 
of the Russian Jewish Community 
Foundation – wrote stories about 
Sderot while in Israel for a semes-
ter. “She found that the kids and 
the folks from this town looked 
and sounded a lot like our com-
munity because we all emigrated 
from the former Soviet Union in 
the late 80s and early 90s,” Kame-
netsky explained. “These kids very 
well could have had our life and 
we could have had theirs, where 
their life is interrupted by rocket 
fire.”

Mill River Consulting
Gloucester, MA

Creative solutions for land development
ENGINEER • DESIGN • ADVISE

978-282-0014
www.millriverconsulting.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 25
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To meet the additional costs, 
Epstein’s community rallied, donat-
ing funds to pay for lunchroom 
plexiglass and classroom supplies. 
“The pandemic was a catastrophe, 
but it had silver linings,” observed 
Michael Slater, Epstein’s director 
of Finance and Operations, who 
anticipates enrollment will reach 
140 within a few years. 

Around the Boston region, 
Jewish nonprofits have seen 
enrollment and engagement soar 
over the past several years. Initially, 
Jewish institutions picked up 
some of the slack left by pandemic 
school and daycare closings. But 
the momentum has continued 
and charitable giving continues to 
rise, fueled in part by the commu-
nal urgency many Jews feel at a 

moment of rising antisemitism. 
Yet with a recession looming 

and society still in the throes of 
pandemic turmoil, Slater and oth-
ers caution against philanthropic 
apathy. While revenue is up, 
demand for services is higher than 
ever – and costs are ballooning, 
reflecting inflation as well as the 
higher salaries needed to attract 
and retain employees in a tight 
labor market.

Nonprofits have also had to 
rethink their approach to fundrais-
ing with the persistence of COVID-
19. The traditional charity gala, 
where hundreds of donors congre-
gate indoors, has taken a back seat 
to gatherings that are frequently 
smaller or more creative, such as 
online celebrity Q&A events, out-

door activities and virtual global 
get-togethers.

Epstein Hillel pushed its fund-
raising gala – the centerpiece of 
the school’s annual campaign – to 
spring from winter and held it 
outdoors, at Tewksbury’s Conne-
mara House. The school also hired 
a development director to grow its 
$3.5 million operating budget in 
creative ways, like doubling down 

on alumni appeals.
“A single gala is much more 

exposed to boom or bust,” Slater 
explained. “We’re telling people, if 
you care about continuity and Isra-
el, Jewish day school is a wonderful 
place to invest and pay it forward. 
We want to ensure that it’s here for 
our children’s children.”

Another Marblehead Jewish 
fixture, the Jewish Community 

Center of the North Shore, has 
seen engagement rise in recent 
years. Enrollment for every chil-
dren’s program – from pre-K to 
after-school to summer camp –  
has hit record numbers since 2020. 

Marty Schneer, the JCC’s exec-
utive director, said his $8 million 
budget is more than double what 
it was a decade ago, with individ-
ual philanthropy an increasingly 

This is 
Yachad. 

For 40 years, Yachad has been creating a world 
where every single Jew – regardless of ability – has 
a place in the community. And the community 
treasures them for what they have to offer.

(617) 209-6799     .    NewEnglandYachad@ou.org     .      Yachad_Universe

BALTIMORE
CHICAGO

CLEVELAND
ISRAEL

LOS ANGELES
NEW ENGLAND

NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK

SOUTH FLORIDA
TORONTO

IVDU          SUMMER          J.U.F          OUR WAY          REACH

BY HILARY JACQUELYNNE DANAILOVA  
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

W
HEN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  

hit in 2020, Epstein Hillel had 

fewer than 60 students. But with-

in a year, that number doubled 

as dozens of Boston-area Jewish 

families, desperate for in-person education while public 

schools went virtual, enrolled their children in the Mar-

blehead Jewish day school, which serves kindergarten 

through eighth grade.

Students at Epstein Hillel School in Marblehead. 

Donors rally to meet soaring demand 
at area Jewish nonprofits

mailto:NewEnglandYachad@ou.org
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HAVING LEARNED THE LESSONS OF NAZI 
Germany, we recognize the potential dangers 
of the antidemocratic changes in our polity. 

The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies is 
committed to combating these changes by providing 
educational programs about the elements that feed 
them—nationalism, antisemitism, irresponsible media, 
and hostility toward the “other.” We know the price 
of apathy. We pledge that, with your support, we will 
grow a larger center, forge stronger ties with other 
organizations and extend our outreach. We will bring 
in experts, bestselling writers and renowned artists 
to raise awareness about mass violation of human 
rights and continue to train teachers to educate a new 
generation of socially engaged students ready to stem 
the rising tide of populism and the antidemocratic 
currents it amplifies. 

In the last decade, the Center has become a 
hub for teachers’ professional development and 
enrichment on mission-related topics. As school 
districts prepare to implement the 2021 Massachusetts 
mandate to teach genocide, many have turned to the 
CHGS for guidance. This important new challenge is 
likely to become the focus of our activities in the near 
future. 

But to take on school districts’ new requirements 
while continuing to run our routine programs, we need 
your commitment and your help. We rely exclusively 
on foundations’ grants and individual donations to 
fund our programs and workshops. Your gift to  
the Center will directly support our vital mission.  
To make your tax-deductible donation, please go to 
salemstate.edu/CHGSdonate. 

Email chgs@salemstate.edu for more information 
or to be put on our mailing list.

May you go “
 from strength  

to strength.”

Donate Today at 
JCCNS.org

Help the JCCNS 
achieve new 

strengths this year.

large share. “When people have felt 
that we were perhaps endangered, 
they’ve been more generous,” 
observed Schneer. 

Much of the increased revenue 
goes to higher salaries aimed at 
recruiting and retaining staff. 

“That has probably been the 
most lasting challenge of the pan-
demic,” Schneer reflected. “We’re 
all fighting for what seems to be a 
smaller labor pool.” Membership 
still lags pre-pandemic figures by at 
least 10 percent, which the director 
attributes largely to older patrons 
who remain wary of communal 
activities.

Schneer, who came to the JCC 
in 2012 to help turn around its flail-
ing finances, noted that successful 
fundraising takes into account an 
increasingly individualistic genera-
tional trend. 

“Going back 15 years, someone 
would stand up and make a pledge 
and there would be a sense that 
you’d have to respond,” he pointed 
out. “That generation would say, 
‘We like the job you’re doing, spend 
my money as you see fit.’ Whereas 
younger donors prefer targeted 
giving to specific programs. They’ll 
say, ‘I like that you serve children 
with disabilities, and I’m going to 
give you money for this program 
that I’ll come witness myself.’”

At Jewish Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters of Boston, director of Philan-
thropy Lauren Korn takes a similar 
approach to recruiting both donors 
and applying for the grants that 
make up an ever-larger share of the 
$2.4 million budget. 

“Some of our programs are very 
specific – LGBTQ, Type One dia-
betes, college mentoring – so we’ll 
look for funders who are interested 
in those topics, or grants specifical-
ly for those issues,” Korn said. She 
recently hired a grant writer and 
applied for 45 grants this year, up 
from the usual eight.  

JBBBS serves about 800 clients 
with one-on-one youth mentoring 
and a peer program for adults with 
disabilities. About a quarter of the 
103-year-old organization’s budget 
comes from Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies, Boston’s Federation 
affiliate. But Korn said diversifica-
tion is essential as a hedge against 
future uncertainty.

Since 2020, Korn has reduced 
the organization’s average event 
expenditure by 75 percent. “It’s not 
worth the risk and it’s not fiscally 
responsible,” she opined. “In this 
world of economic instability and 
ever-changing Covid protocol, we’re 
not going back to rubber chicken 
dinners.” 

Instead, Korn has boosted giving 
through coffee klatches, an outdoor 
cocktail party, and online donor 
events featuring celebrities like the 
popular West Wing actor Joshua 

Malina. “We got the message out 
that we were still here, our mission 
was as important as ever, and that 
resonated with our donors,” Korn 
reflected. 

At the Lappin Foundation, 
Executive Director Deborah Coltin 
has successfully grown the budget – 
from $1.6 million this year to near-
ly $2 million projected for 2023 
– by holding fundraisers themed 
around speakers and experiences. 
An example was last year’s online 
fundraiser featuring Dov Glick-
man, a star of the popular Israeli 
TV show “Shtisel,” who Zoomed in 
to honor the 50th anniversary of 
Lappin’s youth Israel program. 

“Covid opened our doors up to 
the world; we’ve had participants 
from Europe, Australia, all over,” 
Coltin noted.

The Foundation was a victim 
of Bernie Madoff’s Ponzi scheme, 
and the longtime director has been 
gratified to see fundraising rebound 
– reflecting community support for 
programs that include PJ Library’s 
free book subscriptions and a 
school antisemitism initiative that 
has reached 4,000 students. 

Despite the labor shortage, 
Colton has increased Lappin’s full-
time staff to five people since the 
pandemic began. “But we know 
we can’t take this for granted,” she 
reflected. “We have to be ready to 
pivot if things change.” 

Nearly every Boston-area Jewish 
organization receives funding from 
Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 
one of Massachusetts’s largest 
nonprofits, with some $50 million 
in annual grantmaking. In recent 
years, that figure includes emergen-
cy funds dedicated to COVID-19, 
Ukraine and Afghan refugees.

Much of it comes from Zoom, 
which has shifted from pandemic 
necessity to another tool in the 
fundraising tool kit. Jennifer Wein-
stock, CJP’s senior vice president of 
philanthropy, said online briefings 
on Jewish topics have engaged Bos-
ton’s many so-called “snowbirds” 
– retirees who, spending half the 
year in Florida, might otherwise 
forgo fundraising events up north. 

CJP’s Pre-Shabbat Zoom bring-
ing together Jews from Boston and 
its sister city, Haifa, draws dozens of 
enthusiasts who previously would 
simply have waited to visit Israel in 
person. Weinstock has also found 
success with smaller in-person 
gatherings.

“We can raise the same amount 
of money, if not more, in this new 
way,” Weinstock reflected. “Giving 
is a core expression of a person’s 
Jewish identity and commitment 
to the Jewish community. Within 
this new normal, it’s our responsi-
bility to make that as easy and joy-
ful and meaningful as we possibly 
can.” Θ

SARAH COLKET PHOTOGRAPHY

Jeffrey Savit speaks at a Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters event. 

mailto:chgs@salemstate.edu
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Every day, scientists at the Weizmann Institute  
in Israel pursue breakthroughs in cancer  
research, brain and neural science, technology, 
education, medicine, and protecting our planet.

A Charitable Gift Annuity gives you the  
opportunity to partner with our scientists to 
make remarkable discoveries possible  
while you receive payments for  
life and significant tax benefits. 

W E I Z M A N N U S A . O R G

To start experiencing these  
rewards, call 212.895.7941  
or email legacy@acwis.org

Charitable Gift Annuity Rates*

* Illustration only. Seek your own legal and tax advice to  
determine the consequences of your gift. NY rates may differ. 

Age 65 � 4.8% Age 75 � 6.0% Age 85 � 8.1%

Age 70 � 5.3% Age 80 � 7.0% Age 90 � 9.1%

Example:  
Give $25,000 
at age 80 and 
get $1,750/year 
(7.0%) for the  
rest of your life.

Rates  
are better than  
ever – now is  

the time to take  
advantage!

Partner with our  
scientists to solve  
humanity’s most  
difficult challenges.
And get year-end tax benefits, too!

ACWIS_2022_Boston_Jewish_Journal_10.25x8.indd   1ACWIS_2022_Boston_Jewish_Journal_10.25x8.indd   1 11/5/22   11:34 AM11/5/22   11:34 AM

We’ve been fighting 
antisemitism and hate  
for over a century.
Today we need you to join us in fighting hate for good.

ADL is the leading anti-hate organization in the 
world. Founded in 1913, its timeless mission is  
“to stop the defamation of the Jewish people and  
to secure justice and fair treatment to all.” 

ADL leads the way in creating respectful, inclusive, and 
civil environments. Our anti-bias education programs 
operate through ADL’s A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE® 
Institute and are designed to empower people to 
recognize and address personal and institutional 
prejudice and discrimination, and actively promote 
prejudice-free, inclusive schools and communities 
in which individual differences are respected and 
valued. Our programming is implemented in over  
120 schools across New England.

adl.org

THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
was founded in 1913 to “to stop the 
defamation of the Jewish people and to 
secure justice and fair treatment to all.” 
Now the nation’s premier civil rights 
and human relations agency, ADL fights 
antisemitism and all forms of bigotry, 
defends democratic ideals and protects 
civil rights for all. ADL’s New England 
Regional Office serves Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont. 

The ADL employs a multi-faceted educational, community relations, and 
legal approach to combat antisemitism and hate of all kinds, and to promote 
diversity, and build bridges of understanding between communities.

ADL leads the way in creating respectful, inclusive, and civil environments.
ADL anti-bias education programs operate through ADL’s A WORLD OF DIF-
FERENCE® Institute and are designed to empower people to recognize and 
address personal and institutional prejudice and discrimination, and actively 
promote prejudice-free, inclusive schools and communities in which individ-
ual differences are respected and valued. ADL’s programming is implemented 
in over 120 schools across New England.

Go to www.adl.org/donate or call 781-708-7683 for more information.
 

CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST AND GENOCIDE STUDIES,  
SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY

More than a decade 
ago, the cofounders of the 
Holocaust Center, Boston 
North – the renowned 
Holocaust survivor Sonia 
Schreiber Weitz (1928-
2010) and Harriet Wacks – began to seek a new home for their center. They 
settled on Salem State University, where, in 2013, the Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies was formed with a mission to empower students, teachers 
and community members to combat racism, ethnic hatred and the erosion 
of democratic norms and institutions. Within a few years, the CHGS started 
to flourish, and we now run at least 10 programs every year. 

Our annual Yom HaShoah ceremony (which will take place on April 27, 
2023) has become our flagship event, often attracting more than 300 partic-
ipants. Our programs consist of public events, scholarly conversations and 
projects and a variety of workshops for educators. Every year, our faculty mem-
bers take students on study trips, including annual visits to Holocaust sites in 

SPONSORED CONTENT
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This is 
Yachad. 

For 40 years, Yachad has been creating a 
world where every single Jew – regardless 
of ability – has a place in the community. 
And can get the support they need to 
succeed in school.

(617) 209-6799     .    NewEnglandYachad@ou.org     .      Yachad_Universe

IVDU          SUMMER          J.U.F          OUR WAY          REACH

BALTIMORE
CHICAGO

CLEVELAND
ISRAEL

LOS ANGELES
NEW ENGLAND

NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK

SOUTH FLORIDA
TORONTO

MARBLEHEAD, MA |  EPSTEINHILLEL.ORG |  781.639.2880

By supporting Epstein Hillel School on GivingTuesday, you are not only 
ensuring the sustainability and continued growth of our school, you are 

ensuring the vitality and continuity of the Jewish community.

To make a gift today or learn how you can support EHS,  
please contact Lori Kreevoy, Director of Development &  
Community Engagement, at lkreevoy@epsteinhillel.org

November 29, 2022

Europe and service visits to a youth village in Rwanda. Other programs offer 
museum tours for students and members of the community in Washington, 
DC, and New York. This year, students will also tour the South to explore the 
roots of slavery. 

Most of our programs are public and many are free of charge. We provide 
face-to-face, hybrid and remote programs. Our next public event is a lecture 
by Polish-Canadian professor Jan Grabowski, who will address attempts to 
silence research on Polish collaboration during the Holocaust. 

You can find details about this and other events on our website, www.salemstate.
edu/chgs. 

EPSTEIN HILLEL SCHOOL

Epstein Hillel School (EHS) is 
an independent, pluralistic, K-8 
Jewish day school north of Bos-
ton offering an interdisciplinary, 
dual-language curriculum that 
fosters critical thinking, curiosity, 
and creativity. Teachers and facul-
ty at EHS recognize students’ individual strengths, challenging them to reach 
their full potential. EHS students are known for their strong academic achieve-
ment, self-confidence, leadership skills, rooted Jewish identity, and profound 
sense of social responsibility. For 67 years, EHS graduates have been heading 
out into the world with a love of learning and a desire to affect change, and 
alumni report that attending EHS has made a lifelong impact – educationally, 
professionally, and personally. 

EHS is located at 6 Community Road, Marblehead. To learn more about giving 
opportunities at EHS, please contact Lori Kreevoy, Director of Development & 
Community Engagement, lkreevoy@epsteinhillel.org or call 781-639-2880.

FREEDMAN FINANCIAL

Looking for a unique tax 
write-off? One possibility is to 
consider donating your shares 
of stock or a mutual fund to 
your favorite charity.  Donating 
“appreciated securities” in the form of stocks has long been done by the very 
wealthy, but times have changed.  An increasing number of people, just like 
you, may be eligible for a significant tax write-off by donating their shares of 
securities.  

If you have appreciated securities in a personally owned account, there 
is normally a realized taxable gain to pay when you sell it.  However, if you 

SPONSORED CONTENT
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GivingTuesday only 
happens once a year.

It's your opportunity to participate in 
the biggest global celebration of 
radical generosity.

Let’s join forces and help transform 
the world.

Donate today at CJP.org!

transfer those shares to an eligible non-profit entity, you can receive up to a 
full tax deduction for the market value of the security; and avoid having to 
pay capital gains taxes. Don’t know how to do it? Ask us. 

At Freedman Financial, we advise our clients on a number of charitable 
giving strategies as part of their overall financial plan. Tzedakah is one of the 
many mitzvahs that we, as Jews, incorporate into our daily lives.  Perhaps 
now’s the time to explore how a charitable giving strategy can be woven into 
your life-long planning objectives.  

Want to learn more? Contact Freedman Financial, Peabody MA  www.freedman-
financial.com, 978-531-8108. 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF THE NORTH SHORE

“May you go from strength to 
strength.”  

The Merriam-Webster dictionary 
defines this phrase as: “To become 
better or more successful as time 
passes.” More literally, the phrase 
is meant to express that, as we are 
delighted to have reached this 
achievement, may we now make it 
to the next. At the JCCNS, we never take for granted reaching any milestone, 
and we consistently strive toward our next strength. We recognize that we 
achieve these moments as a community, and we are most successful when 
we can rely on our extended support system of members, volunteers, staff, 
supporters, and donors. 

Over the past few years, the JCCNS has navigated through some difficult 
and uncertain times, but we are here, and we are strong! We continue to 
serve our community, to provide a place for people to gather, and to create 
programs that inspire. We ask for your continued support in these efforts 
so that we may go from strength to strength, and so that we may continue 
to be here for generations to come.

How can you help? Volunteer on a committee and share your expertise!
Encourage others to join the J, register for events and become part of 

our membership! Donate! 
As always, we are grateful for your generosity and thank you for your 

support.

www.jccns.org

SPONSORED CONTENT

FROM PAGE 15PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SYNAGOGUE
Any affordable donation is greatly appreciated

WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE
145 WALNUT STREET, CHELSEA, MA 02150

617-884-8668 – WalnutStreetSynagogue@gmail.com
National Register of Historic Places (April 16, 2003)

http://www.freedman-financial.com
http://www.freedman-financial.com
http://www.freedman-financial.com
http://www.jccns.org
mailto:WalnutStreetSynagogue@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL
ADVICE IN A
LANGUAGE
YOU CAN
UNDERSTAND®

SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH LPL
FINANCIAL, A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR, MEMBER FINRA/SIPC

 

 

JEWISH BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters (JBBBS) con-
tinues to ensure that children and families in 
difficult circumstances and vulnerable adults are 
supported and connected to the community. 

Children’s Programs: JBBBS’s comprehen-
sive mentoring program serves more than 250 
children and teens, who are paired with a Big 
Brother or Big Sister, who provide role-modeling, 
encouragement, and friendship. 

Friend 2 Friend: More than 150 adults with 
disabilities are participating in JBBBS one-to-one 
community and MAGIC group programs, making friends, socializing, staying 
active, and connecting to the community. 

Camp and College Scholarships: Last year, JBBBS provided $320,000 
in camp and college scholarships to past and current participants and the 
demand for these funds continues to grow. 

Volunteers: During the last year, over 600 volunteers donated their time to 
a JBBBS program but we continue to have children and adults with disabilities 
on our waitlist. Volunteer today. Please consider a year-end, tax deductible gift 
to help JBBBS transform the lives of participants and families. 

Jewish Big Brothers Big Sisters (JBBBS) is located at 1430 Main St. Waltham MA. 
Email info@JBBBS.org

HADASSAH NORTHEAST

Advancing World Class Health 
Care and Medical Research! Sup-
porting Israel! Advocating for 
Women’s Health Equity in the US!  
Combating Antisemitism!

 Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, was founded 
before Israel was a state and before women could vote. We didn’t sit on the 
sidelines then and we certainly don’t now.

Today, we’re 300,000 strong, across the country and across the generations, 
proof of just how big an impact we can have when we bring philanthropy and 
women’s leadership together. 

 For 100 plus years, Hadassah has worked proactively to find and implement 
solutions to some of the most pressing challenges facing each generation. 
Together, we’re advancing women’s health, supporting a strong Israel, and 
instilling Jewish values in American Jewish youth. 

 We’re helping women find their voices to advance health equity, and 
fighting hate and antisemitism in the US, and modeling shared society in 

SPONSORED CONTENT
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The blessings of

In these challenging times, we count our blessings –  
and Hadassah brings many more blessings into your life. 
Friendship. Impact. Healing. Multiply your blessings  
with Hadassah. Join today.

Hadassah.org/blessingsjoin     #HadassahBlessings

the power
of women

who DO®

HADASSAH, THE WOMEN’S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA, INC.
© 2022 Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. Hadassah, the H logo and Hadassah the Power  
of Women Who Do are registered trademarks of Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc.

mailto:info@JBBBS.org
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Israel. Hadassah helped create the medical system in Israel 
where new treatments and scientific breakthroughs are saving 
lives around the world.  

With your support, our internationally renowned hospitals in 
Israel continue to make incredible strides in world-class health 
care and research. Our passionate members advocate for critical 
issues on women’s health and well-being, and our programs 
for youth-at-risk in Israel and scholarships for summer camps 
provide life-changing experiences for children and young adults, 
ensuring Jewish continuity for future generations.

Become a member of Hadassah at hadassah.org/join or 
donate at hadassah.org/donate.

To learn more about inspiring local and National events, please con-
tact Hadassah Northeast at 781-455-9055 or hne@hadassah.org.

LAPPIN FOUNDATION

A donation to Lappin 
Foundation is an invest-
ment in our Jewish future. 
Lappin Foundation funds 
hundreds of exciting and 
meaningful free Jewish pro-
grams throughout the year; 
programs that build Jewish pride, strengthen connections within 
and to the Jewish community, and instill love for our Jewish Fami-
ly and Israel in the hearts and minds of the next generation. Youth 
to Israel Adventure for our teens changes lives and inspires teens 
to be proud of their Jewish heritage and of Israel. PJ Library brings 
the joy of Judaism home for more than 1,000 children and their 
families every month through timeless Jewish stories.  Our Inter-
faith Outreach Initiative welcomes, with open arms, all who want 
to learn about Judaism and connect with the Jewish community. 
Lappin Foundation’s new Holocaust Symposium for Teens offers 
important Holocaust education to hundreds of students in public 
and private schools, ensuring the lessons of the Holocaust are not 
forgotten. Lappin Foundation is lean and nimble with a staff who 
is resourceful and responsive to the needs of the community. We 
are proud to partner with dozens of Jewish and secular organiza-
tions on a variety of programs that educate, inspire and make the 
world a better place. Lappin Foundation’s reach is greater than 
ever – from the North Shore, to the Merrimack Valley, to Greater 
Boston, around the country and across the ocean to Israel. Thank 
you to everyone who supports Lappin Foundation. 

To see what’s in store in the coming months or to make a gift to the 
Foundation’s Annual Campaign, visit LappinFoundation.org or call 
Susan Feinstein at 978-740-4431.

WALNUT STREET SYNAGOGUE OF CHELSEA

The Walnut Street 
Synagogue, also known 
as Congregation Agudas 
Sholom, is the oldest 
remaining synagogue in 
Chelsea and has been at 
its present location at the corner of Walnut and Fourth Streets 
since 1909. The origins of the Congregation date back to 1887 
when Jews began to arrive in Chelsea, escaping from the 
pogroms of Eastern Europe.

When the shul opened, it was referred to as the “Queen of 
Synagogues” and was thought to be the largest in New England 
with a capacity of 1,109 in the second and third floor sanctuary. 
The carved wood Aron Kodesh (Torah Ark) was built by Bos-
ton-area cabinetmaker Sam Katz. The ceiling is embellished 
with a painting of the sky, complete with clouds, and a sunrise at 
the east end. At the west end is a painting of the tomb of Kings. 
The wall frescoes include painted columns and symbols from 
Solomon’s Temple.The Walnut Street Synagogue was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1993.  

During the pandemic, the shul has become a partner con-
gregation of the Orange County Jewish Community Scholar 
Program (CSP) that provides high quality virtual educational 
and cultural programming in an interactive format.

Future plans include the establishment of a museum and 
cultural center within the synagogue to house artifacts of Chel-
sea’s Jewish legacy and to offer programs open to the entire 
community.

Please join with us in preserving and protecting this import-
ant American Jewish landmark and in helping to continue and 
expand our programming. Your gift of any amount will help to 
sustain the Walnut Street Synagogue in all that we do to engage, 
educate, and inspire generations of Jews along with our neigh-
bors and visitors to Chelsea.

Walnut St. Synagogue, P.O. Box 505-265, Chelsea. 

YACHAD  

Yachad supports thousands of 
children, teens, adults, and seniors 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and autism. We provide 
year-round programming, includ-
ing 27 summer programs. Locally, 
Yachad New England runs daily 
social and recreational programs to 
enhance life skills and break social 
isolation. Some program favorites 
are cooking, art and music classes, 
improv and Jewish learning and even a Monday night bowl-
ing league! Yachad has high quality and interactive programs 
with a skilled staff that ensures that everyone participates at 
their capacity. Yachad’s clinical department offers thousands 
of hours of free counseling, referral and group support. Often, 
Yachad’s team steps up to help a family in their time of need 
while they are on waitlists for mental health treatment. 
Yachad provides reliable programming and services. It is an 
agency our Jewish community knows and trusts.  

Yachad is a magical place and a primary service provider 
offering Jewish content for individuals with disabilities. 
Weekly parsha activities, Jewish holiday celebrations, Hanuk-
kah and Purim parties, and online learning are among the 
offerings. Yachad volunteers and our adults with diverse 
challenges go together to activities including Red Sox games, 
mini golfing, trampolining, kayaking and apple picking. 
Recently, 65 Yachad members and volunteers from Repair the 
World and Entwine picked hundreds of pounds of produce 
at Allandale Farms that was donated to Rosie’s Place and the 
Kosher Food Pantry.  

Want to volunteer at Yachad? Contact Stuart Salzberg, SalzbergS@
ou.org. Seeking to make a donation or request more information? 
Contact Liz Offen, OffenL@ou.org or NewEnglandYachad@ou.org 
or call 617-209-6799 x1. 
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As Kyrie Irving offers ‘deep apologies’ and returns  
to Nets, Black Hebrew Israelites rally in Brooklyn

FROM PAGE 17

Irving also seemed to reflect on 
the way he handled the now month-
long saga, which included his repeat-
ed refusal to apologize for his tweet 
and his insistence that he “cannot be 
antisemitic.” 

Irving continued: “I feel like we 
all should have an opportunity to 
speak for ourselves when things are 
assumed about us and I feel it was 
necessary for me to stand in this 
place and take accountability for my 
actions, because there was a way I 
should have handled all this and as I 
look back and reflect when I had the 
opportunity to offer my deep regrets 
to anyone that felt threatened or felt 
hurt by what I posted, that wasn’t 
my intent at all.”

Irving had ultimately apologized 
Nov. 3, hours after his suspension 
was announced. “To All Jewish fam-
ilies and Communities that are hurt 
and affected from my post, I am 
deeply sorry to have caused you 
pain, and I apologize,” Irving wrote 
in an Instagram post.

Critics of Kyrie’s decision to 
tweet a link to the film, “Hebrews 
to Negroes: Wake Up Black Amer-
ica,” noted that it boosted sales of 
the film and a related book that pro-

motes the idea that Jews were heav-
ily involved in the Atlantic slave 
trade, denies the Holocaust and says 
Black people are the real Jews. 

Followers of a group that ascribes 
to such theories gathered at the 
Grand Army Plaza, a half mile from 
the Nets’ arena Sunday, chanting 
“it’s time to wake up. I’ve got good 
news for you, we are the real Jews.” 
The group included dozens of peo-
ple from Israel United in Christ, 
a New York-based group associat-
ed with the Black Hebrew Israelite 
movement. The movement – not to 
be confused with the International 
Israelite Board of Rabbis, which 
embraces mainstream Jewish beliefs 
– has been designated a hate group 
by the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter.

The group then convened direct-
ly outside Barclays Center, distrib-
uting antisemitic flyers titled “The 
Truth About Anti-Semitism” and 
“The Truth about Slavery.”

When asked about the demon-
stration after the game, Irving 
first said he was unaware of what 
had happened. When given more 
information by a reporter, Irving 
declined to comment. Θ 

“I JUST WANT TO offer my deep apologies to all those 
who were impacted over these last few weeks, specifical-
ly my Jewish relatives, my Black relatives, all races and 

cultures,” Kyrie Irving said prior to Sunday’s game between his 

Brooklyn Nets and the Memphis Grizzlies. “Feel like we all felt 
an impact and I don’t stand for anything close to hate speech 
or antisemitism or anything that is ‘anti,’ going against the 
human race.”

SCREENSHOT

Members of the Israel United in Christ distributed antisemitic flyers 
upon Irving’s return. 

YOUTH TO ISRAEL
ADVENTURE

LAPPIN 
FOUNDATION

“

Lappin Foundation thanks everyone who has donated to our 2022 
Annual Campaign, which helps fund programs that build Jewish 

pride, enhance Jewish identity, and connect young people to Israel and 
their Jewish heritage in exciting and meaningful ways. With generous 
support from hundreds of donors and CJP, Lappin Foundation touches 
the lives of thousands of Jewish children every year, beginning with 
infants and the beautiful books of PJ Library, through teens in high 
school on our life-changing Youth to Israel Adventure (Y2I) and the 
Teen Antisemitism Task Force.

I think that the best way to do the Y2I trip justice is to focus on its impact and how 
it enhanced my Jewish identity and reminded me of why I feel proud to be Jewish. 
The core values that I have come to identify with the history of the Jews are those of 
resilience, courage, determination, and perseverance. To be Jewish means to come 
from a long line of survivors, thrivers, and heroes who refused to sit down and fade 
away into the dust. Now, more than ever, I feel a strong connection to the Jewish 
people and the land of Israel, and for that I am eternally grateful to those  
who worked so hard to give me such an opportunity. 
Jackson Selby, 2022 Y2I Teen Participant

With your support,  
we can do more. 
Donate at LappinFoundation.org 
or contact Susan Feinstein  
at 978-740-4431.

”

mailto:hne@hadassah.org
mailto:OffenL@ou.org
mailto:NewEnglandYachad@ou.org
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Dental Implant Restorations • Prosthodontic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges • Inlays & Onlays • Smile Makeovers 

Veneers • Teeth Whitening • Dentures

Marblehead’s Premier Prosthodontist

Sensitive care and  
superb aesthetic results are  

the hallmark of our world class 
prosthodontic practice.

InnovatIve RestoRatIve & aesthetIc DentIstRy

JeffRey R. DoRnbush, D.D.s. 210 Humphrey Street, Suite 103 • Marblehead   781-639-0700 • drdornbush.com • office@drdornbush.com

ORDER ONLINE AT: 
www.fantasyislandsalem.com

516 Loring Avenue, Salem
Tel: (978) 745-1700 

Fax: (978) 740-9121

We are offering

CURBSIDE 
PICK UP

Call us at
978-745-1700 
to place an order.

NOW OPEN FOR 
INDOOR DINING

1920Est.

89 Lake Shore Road Lynn, MA 01904 · 978 594-4249 

polcemetery@gmail.com · www.prideoflynn.org

Pride Of Lynn Cemetery
Serving Greater Boston Jewish and Interfaith Families

Jewish Burial · Interfaith Burial · Cremation · Chapel · Public Memorials 

Pride of Lynn is one of the few remaining independent Jewish and Interfaith 
cemeteries in Massachusetts. Temple or synagogue affiliation is not required.

1920Est.

89 Lake Shore Road Lynn, MA 01904 · 978 594-4249 

polcemetery@gmail.com · www.prideoflynn.org

Pride Of Lynn Cemetery
Serving Greater Boston Jewish and Interfaith Families

Jewish Burial · Interfaith Burial · Cremation · Chapel · Public Memorials 

Pride of Lynn is one of the few remaining independent Jewish and Interfaith 
cemeteries in Massachusetts. Temple or synagogue affiliation is not required.

Jewish Burial • Interfaith Burial • Cremation • Chapel • Public Memorials

KRYSTAL L. DEMAINE, 
Ph.D. has just published 
a book, “The Roots & 

Rhythm of the Heart: Our Musical 
Connection to Identity, Spirit, and 
Lineage.” The Beverly resident is a 
professor of expressive therapies at 
Endicott College. She has worked 
as a music therapist for 20 years. 
She had been planning to write 
a book about the heartbeat and 
rhythm, but the sudden death 
of her father, who had been a 
musician, sent her down a more 

personal path. The book, which 
is about, as she says, “lineage, vul-
nerability, concepts of connection,” 
includes listening recommenda-
tions and exercises. Demaine grew 
up in Rockport, and her family 
belonged to Temple Ahavat Achim 
in Gloucester. Her family still 
runs the Bearskin Neck Country 
Store. Her son currently attends 
the Sylvia Cohen Religious School, 
which she describes as “the most 
wonderful community that we’ve 
found.”   

Demaine releases new book

Krystal L. Demaine

WENDY GOLDBERG, 
formerly of Swampscott, 
received the Gracies 

Leadership Award earlier this 
month in New York. Goldberg is 
the chief communications officer of 
iHeartMedia, Inc. The annual event 
provides an opportunity to recog-
nize and celebrate the significant 
impact women have made in the 
media industry, while also spurring 
to action and emboldening female 
leaders in attendance. 

Goldberg receives 
leadership award 

On Nov. 10, Epstein Hillel School welcomed the North Shore Rabbis and Cantors Association (NSRCA) for 
lunch, discussion, and a tour of the school.

Pictured, front row, left to right: Rabbi Samantha Safran of Epstein Hillel School of Marblehead, Rabbi 
Alison Adler of Temple B’nai Abraham of Beverly, Cantor Vera Broekhuysen of Temple Emanu-El of Haverhill; 
Pictured, back row, left to right: Cantor Seth Landau of Congregation Sons of Israel of Peabody, Rabbi Allison 
Peiser of Temple Emanu-El of Marblehead, Rabbi David Meyer of Temple Emanu-El of Marblehead, Rabbi 
Michael Schwartz of Temple Sinai of Marblehead, Rabbi/Cantor Idan Irelander of Congregation Ahavat Olam 
of North Andover, Rabbi David Kudan of Temple Ahavat Achim of Gloucester, Cantor Sarah Freudenberger 
of Congregation Shirat Hayam of Swampscott, Rabbi Michael Ragozin of Congregation Shirat Hayam of 
Swampscott. Not pictured: Rabbi Richard Perlman of Temple Ner Tamid of Peabody.

Rabbis and cantors visit Epstein Hillel
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BOSTON – The Ruderman Family 
Foundation, which seeks to expand 
access to essential mental health pro-
grams and services, announced that 
celebrated actor, producer, recording 
artist, entrepreneur, and philanthro-
pist Selena Gomez is the recipient 
of its 2022 Morton E. Ruderman 
Award in Inclusion. The Foundation 
is recognizing Gomez’s dedication 
to raising mental health awareness 
and her commitment to expanding 
access to mental health services and 
education for young people around 
the world.

 “I am honored to be the recip-
ient of this year’s Morton E. Rud-
erman Award in Inclusion,” said 
Gomez. “Mental Health impacts all 
of us, and we each have a role to play 
in ensuring that everyone – regard-
less of their background – has access 
to mental health services. I hope 
by sharing my own story and using 
my platform, we can empower each 
other and more young people to 
address mental health.”

“We know that the stigma asso-
ciated with mental health has led 
to silence around the issue,”  Gomez  
said in a newly released video pro-
duced by the Boston-based Ruder-
man Family Foundation. “I want 
to change that, especially for young 
people. I’ve been open and honest 
about my own journey with my 
mental health, and it hasn’t always 
been easy, but it’s something I’m 
constantly working on.”

In her many candid conversa-
tions about mental health, Gomez 
has shared that her mental health 
treatment is “open-ended.” Despite 
her challenges, including a bipolar 
diagnosis, she strives to use her status 
as a public figure to share her own 
story in a way that enables other 
people to feel less alone and to find 
the help they need. 

The Ruderman Family Founda-
tion commends Gomez’s openness 
around her own mental health expe-
riences, a personal mission that was 
inspired by a lack of access to mental 
health resources when she was a 
child. In 2020,  Gomez started the 
Rare Impact Fund shortly before 
launching Rare Beauty, making dual 
commitments to donate 1% of all 
sales from Rare Beauty products 
to the Rare Impact Fund, and raise 
$100 million over ten 10 years with 
philanthropic foundations, corpo-
rate partners, and individuals in the 
community to expand access to men-
tal health services and education for 
young people. To date, the Fund has 
distributed $1.7 million in grants to 
17 mental health organizations. The 
Fund’s Mental Health 101 campaign 
toolkit, which is shareable on social 
media, provides education surround-
ing mental health and encourages 
financial support for more mental 
health services in educational set-
tings. In May 2022, the Rare Impact 
Fund and Gomez partnered with 
the Biden administration and other 
nonprofits to host the first Mental 
Health Youth Action Forum.

“Selena Gomez powerfully 
embodies our Foundation’s mission 
in the mental health arena – a mis-
sion which continues to take on 
greater importance amid today’s 
unprecedented mental health 
crisis for teens, young adults, and 
the entire population,”  said  Jay 
Ruderman, president of the Ruder-
man Family Foundation. “Drawing 
inspiration from her personal jour-
ney, Selena has given voice to the 
struggles of countless individuals 
who have endured mental health 
challenges, while working tirelessly 
to increase access to indispensable 
mental health resources and pro-
grams.”

The award, now in its ninth year, 
was named after Morton E. Ruder-
man, a founder of the Ruderman 
Family Foundation. A successful 
entrepreneur, mentor, and proud 
family man, he saw his success as 
the result of help he received from 
others and was therefore passionate 
about providing opportunities for 
others – including assisting many 
people in becoming independent 
and successful in business. In prior 
years, the award has gone to advo-
cates from several societal sectors, 
including  Love,  Henson, and 
Phelps, as well as acclaimed film-
makers Peter and Bobby Farrelly, 
Academy Award-winning actress 
Marlee Matlin, former United States 
Senator and driving force behind the 
Americans with Disability Act Tom 
Harkin, disability self-advocate Ari 
Ne’eman, and Harvard University 
Professor Dr. Michael Stein.

A core mission of the Ruderman 
Family Foundation is to end the stig-
ma associated with mental health. 
In addition to its annual Morton E. 
Ruderman Award in Inclusion, the 
Foundation also works to identify 
gaps in mental health resources and 
programs within the high school and 
higher education communities. The 
Foundation supports local organi-
zations demonstrating deep impact 
in improving the mental health 
outcomes in their community and 
works alongside organizations such 
as the Boston Red Sox to combat the 
stigma surrounding mental health 
in sports.  Θ

 Selena Gomez

Selena Gomez receives 
Morton E. Ruderman 
Award in Inclusion
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Family-owned and operated since 1933

Murray Alan Frank, age 83, of 
Swampscott and Aventura, Fla., died 
peacefully surrounded by his family 
on October 22, 2022. 

Murray is lovingly remembered 
by his beloved wife of 65 years, Del-
phine; his children, Roger and his 
wife Margery, and Shari; his dear 
sister Roberta Mendelsohn, and his 
two grandchildren, Avery and Chase. 
Loving son of the late Mollie and 
Samuel Frank, and cherished brother 
of the late Ronna Frank.

Murray was born on July 6, 1939 
and was raised in Chelsea. He earned 
his B.S from Boston University and 
his J.D. from New England School 
of Law. Following law school, he 
owned and operated Chelsea Indus-
trial Supply Company. Upon selling 
the business, he was a successful real 
estate and mortgage broker while 
continuing his law and mediation 
practice. Murray was an avid skier 
and tennis player. Mostly, he enjoyed 
caring for and being with his family.

His funeral was held at Congrega-
tion Shirat Hayam, Swampscott on 

October 25. Following the service, 
he was interred at Sharon Memorial 
Park. Shiva was held at Kernwood 
Country Club, Salem. Remembranc-
es may be made to a charity of your 
choice. 

For more information or to reg-
ister in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Murray Alan Frank, 83, of Swampscott  
and Aventura, Fla. Elizabeth (Betty) Gordon, 100, of 

Revere and Boca Raton, Fla., entered 
into eternal rest surrounded by her 
loving family and friends on Novem-
ber 16, 2022.

Betty was born and raised in Med-
ford, daughter of the late Eva (Cash-
man) and Joseph Cooper. She was the 
dear sister of the late Jacob Cooper, 
Lillian Cooper, Saul Cooper, Sophie 
Cooper, and Sally Yanow. She was 
predeceased by her husband Melvin 
(Mel) Gordon, daughter Robyn Gor-
don-Hamer and son-in-law Daniel 
Hamer. She is survived by her sis-
ter-in-law Wilma Cooper and many 
adoring nieces, nephews, cousins and 
cherished friends.

Betty and her husband Mel were 
active supporters in Revere politics. 
Sadly, Mel passed away suddenly in 
1972, leaving Betty a young widow. 
Using her self-taught business and 
organization skills, she managed the 
accounting department at the new-
ly-built MGH satellite facilities in 
Chelsea and Revere Beach.  She was 
a member of Temple B’nai Israel 
in Beachmont and a supporter of 
Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Orga-
nization of America.

In her younger years, Betty was 
an accomplished baker and enjoyed 
entertaining family and friends. In 
her free time, she also spent hours 

knitting winter hats and scarfs for 
U.S. military personnel overseas. She 
was an avid card player and a vora-
cious reader. She especially enjoyed 
gardening and following the ups and 
downs on Wall Street.

A funeral service for Betty was 
held on November 18 at Sharon 
Memorial Park Chapel, 120 Canton 
St., Sharon, followed by interment. 
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy may be made in memory of 
Elizabeth (Betty) Gordon to Care 
Dimensions Hospice (https://www.
caredimensions.org), 75 Sylvan St., 
Suite B-102, Danvers, MA 01923.

The family would also like to 
express its appreciation to Betty’s 
loving caregivers Maricel, Ruth, Rose, 
Claire, Ann and Barbara for their 
kindness and support.

For more information or to reg-
ister in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Elizabeth (Betty) Gordon, 100, of Revere and Boca Raton, Fla.

Lita Gladys Frisch, of Peabody, 
entered into rest on November 6, 
2022 at the age of 92. 

Family was everything to Lita, 
and everyone who met her imme-
diately became part of her family; 
her love knew no bounds and was 
unconditional. She was known affec-
tionately as “Bubbe” by all who knew 
her, even her grandchildren’s friends. 

Lita loved to have a good time, 
whether she was playing Mah-jongg, 
online shopping, entertaining friends 
and family, or hanging out with her 
beloved dog, Gigi. Lita’s backyard 
pool was like a magnet every sum-
mer, filling her neighborhood with 
the sounds of splashing and laughter 
from children and adults alike, with 
Lita beaming at the center of it all, 
loving the camaraderie and seeing 
everyone have a good time. 

Her devotion to family was 
unparalleled, and she was happiest 
when surrounded by them or having 
her daily chats with her sister and 
best friend, Lillian. There was always 
a seat at Lita’s table, and nobody ever 
left hungry, in fact, they usually left 
with a heaping plate of leftovers. Her 
brilliant smile and hearty laugh lit 
up the room and could warm even 
the coldest heart. Her generosity and 
kindness knew no bounds, and she 
was passionate about supporting 
many worthy causes, especially those 

that help children and animals. Her 
legacy of love and joy will live on 
through her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and everyone 
else whom she considered as her 
family.   

She was the beloved wife of the 
late Sidney Frisch; devoted mother 
of Gail Frisch (Douglas Tallaksen) 
of Natick, Mark Frisch (Rhonda) of 
Park City, Utah, and Lauren Suszcze-
wicz (Joseph) of Haverhill. Cherished 
grandmother of Alexandra, Brittany 
(Justin), Max, Jill (Tim) and Matt. 
Great-grandmother of Finn, Henry, 
and Sofia. The loving sister of Lillian 
Barry of Marblehead, and the late 
brother Edward Silver. Dear daugh-

ter of the late Jacob and Ida Silver. 
A graveside service for Lita was 

held at the Pride of Lynn Ceme-
tery, 89 Lake Shore Road, Lynn on 
November 11. Attendees were wel-
come to celebrate Bubbe’s vibrant 
personality by wearing colorful 
clothing. 

In lieu of flowers, expressions of 
sympathy may be made in her mem-
ory to Northeast Animal Shelter 
(https://www.northeastanimalshel-
ter.org/) and St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital (https://www.stju-
de.org/).

For more information or to reg-
ister in the online guestbook, visit 
www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.com.

Lita Gladys Frisch, 92, of Peabody
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By PENNY SCHWARTZ
JTA.org

BOSTON (JTA) — When Harvard 
University’s rabbi first pushed to relo-
cate the Hillel from the outskirts of 
campus to its center, Henry Rosovsky 
was initially skeptical.

“He was absolutely right. I was 
wrong,” Rosovsky told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency in 2017, at a 25th 
anniversary party for the Hillel build-
ing that bears his name: Rosovsky 
Hall.

The event was also a 90th birthday 
party for Rosovsky, an economist who 
almost all of his career at Harvard, 
spanning decades in which he influ-
enced the school’s curriculum, led a 
committee charged with improving 
conditions for Black students and 
shepherded the flourishing of Jewish 
life on campus.

Rosovsky died Nov. 11 at his home 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where 
he lived and worked since joining the 
Harvard faculty in 1965. He was 95.

“His legacy continues to influence 
the experience of every person on 
our campus today,” Harvard Presi-
dent Lawrence Bacow, who is Jewish, 
told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
“With his passing, Harvard has lost 
one of its greatest champions and its 
finest citizens.”

At his funeral at Temple Israel of 
Boston, Rosovsky was remembered 
by family, colleagues and friends for 
his brilliance, witty humor, love of 
tennis and jazz, and his sage advice 
and mentorship.

His daughter, Leah Rosovsky, said 
her father took his greatest satisfac-
tion in the role he played in estab-
lishing what is now Harvard’s Afri-
can and African American Studies 
Program and recruiting its longtime 
chair, historian Henry Louis Gates Jr., 
who attended the funeral.

Born in a Jewish family on Sept. 1, 
1927 in what is now Gdansk, Poland, 
Rosovsky immigrated to the United 

States with his parents and broth-
er in 1940, after escaping the Nazis 
through France, Portugal, Spain and 
Belgium. He volunteered for the U.S. 
Army in World War II and also served 
in the Korean War, according to an 
obituary published by Harvard. After 
graduating from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, he arrived at Harvard 
for the first time in 1949 to pursue a 
doctorate in economics.

In 1965, he returned as a professor 
of economics, with a specialty in Jap-
anese and Asian economic develop-
ment. He would stay at the university 
for the rest of his career, shaping not 
only the Ivy League college but Bos-
ton’s Jewish community.

As dean of Harvard’s College of 
Arts and Sciences from 1973 to 1991, 
Rosovsky led implementation of the 
school’s groundbreaking core cur-
riculum. He also served two terms 
as Harvard’s acting president; was 
appointed a member of the Harvard 
Corporation, where he was the first 
Jew on the school’s governing body; 
and oversaw the establishment of 
Harvard’s Center for Jewish Studies.

In 1969, with student unrest spur-
ring changes at many universities, 
Rosovsky led a committee to study 
the experience of Black students at 
Harvard. The resulting “Rosovsky 
report” urged the creation of a stand-
alone department for African and 
African American studies and other 
steps to integrate and empower 
Black students. Rosovsky quit the 
committee after students were given 
equal say, a move that he said should 
have taken place only after careful 
study. He resumed his involvement 
shortly before his retirement in the 
1990s, recruiting high-profile schol-
ars including Gates to transform the 
department into an academic pow-
erhouse.

Rosovsky’s 1990 book “The Uni-
versity: An Owner’s Manual,” exposed 
outsiders to the complex operations 
of a research university. But the for-
mer dean was equally helpful to uni-
versity insiders, Bacow said, noting 
the time Rosovsky devoted to doling 
out advice to college presidents. Sev-
eral of Harvard’s presidents, includ-
ing Drew Gilpin Faust, Lawrence 
H. Summers and Neil Rudenstine, 
echoed that sentiment in published 
remarks at the celebration of his 90th 
birthday.

His reach extended beyond Har-
vard, too. As chair of the Boston 
Jewish federation’s strategic planning 
committee in the 1990s, Rosovsky 
shared his analytical expertise and 
his ability to bring people together 
to help chart a course for Boston’s 
Jewish community, according to 
Barry Shrage, who for decades led 
the Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
of Greater Boston.

“It was a turning point in terms 
of Jewish learning, adult Jewish edu-
cation, building community at the 
grassroots and engaging synagogues,” 
Shrage told JTA in a conversation at 
the funeral. “It all emerged in the 
strategic plan.”

Shrage added, “He was a secular 
Jew but his Jewish identity deeply 
influenced his vision of the world.”

Rosovsky is survived by Nitza, his 
wife of 66 years and a former long-
time curator of the Semitic Museum 
at Harvard; his children, Leah, Judy 
and Michael and their spouses; four 
grandchildren; and one great-grand-
daughter.

“He didn’t set out to trumpet his 
own Jewish identity,” Rabbi Jonah 
Steinberg, Harvard Hillel’s execu-
tive director, told JTA in 2017 about 
Rosovsky and his wife Nitza. “By 
being very honestly who they are, 
they were an example to others.”  Θ
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Irene (Mendell) Graff, of Revere, 
passed away on November 11, 2022. 

Irene was the beloved wife of Alan 
Graff. She was the devoted mother of 
Wendy Gilman, and Jeffrey Graff and 
his wife Cynthia. She was the dear sis-
ter of Robert Mendell and the loving 
grandmother of Evan and his wife 
Bryanna, Tyler and Lauren. 

Services were held at the Torf 
Funeral Chapel, 151 Washington 
Ave., Chelsea, on November 15. Inter-
ment followed in Everett. Contribu-
tions in Irene’s memory can be made 
to the Cardiac Research Fund for 
IK-KYUNG JANG, MD, Development 
Office at MGH, 125 Nahant St., Suite 
540, Boston, MA 02114-2792.

Irene (Mendell) Graff, of Revere

Michael Earle Sapol, of Denver, 
Colo., originally of Lynn, entered 
into rest on November 14, 2022, at 
the age of 79. 

Michael was the beloved husband 
of Carol Sapol. Loving father to Dan-
iel and Christina Murch of Belcher-
town, and Robert Murch and Gary 
Halteman of Denver, Colo. Michael 
was the loving son of Irving and 
Esther Sapol, and the brother of the 
late Marilyn Levy and her husband 

Dr. David Levy of Swampscott. Devot-
ed grandfather to Hull Technician 
Second Class, Nathan Murch, United 
States Navy, Sienna, Jenna, and Jacob 
Murch. Michael is survived by his 
in-laws and many loving nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

The service was live-streamed on 
November 22 at Feldman Mortuary’s 
YouTube channel. Remembrances in 
Michael’s name may be made to The 
American Lung Association.

Michael Earle Sapol, 79, of Denver, Colo., 
formerly of Lynn

Henry Rosovsky, refugee from the Nazis 
who shaped Harvard University, dies at 95

JIM HARRISON/ 
COURTESY OF HARVARD HILLEL

Henry Rosovsky 

Roslyn Wiseman, of Peabody, 
entered into rest on November 19, 
2022 at the age of 95. Beloved wife 

of the late Aaron Wiseman, with 
whom she celebrated 70 years of 
marriage. Devoted mother of Les-
lie Garber (Douglas) and Howard 
Wiseman (Jane). Cherished grand-
mother of Melanie Garber-Letitia 
(Danielle) and Rebecca Wiseman 
Lee (Daniel). Loving great-grand-
mother of Caleb and Elizabeth Lee. 
The loving sister of Toby Grubert. 
Dear daughter of Hyman and Mol-
lie Grubert.

Roslyn grew up in Revere, grad-
uated from Revere High School 
at the top of her class, and raised 
her family in Peabody. She was an 
office manager early in her mar-
riage and later devoted herself to 

raising her family. She was a dedi-
cated member of Congregation of 
Sons of Israel. She loved reading, 
cooking and following the Red 
Sox. She had a keen mind and had 
a great sense of humor. She cher-
ished her time spent with family 
and friends.

A funeral service was held pri-
vately for Roslyn. In lieu of flow-
ers, expressions of sympathy may 
be made in Roslyn’s memory to 
Care Dimensions (www.caredi-
mensions.org), 75 Sylvan St., Suite 
B-102, Danvers, MA 01923. For 
more information or to register in 
the online guestbook, visit www.
stanetsky hymansonsalem.com.

Roslyn Wiseman, 95, of Peabody
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By JACOB GURVIS
JTA.ORG

It’s a World Cup like no other in 
recent memory – starting in late 
November.

That’s because it’ll take place in 
Qatar, where temperatures won’t 
usually fall under 80 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

The headlines going in are focused 
on the country’s widely-criticized 
human rights record. The prepara-
tions for the first World Cup host-
ed in the Arab world have taken 
years to complete, have cost more 
than $200 billion and, according to 
human rights organizations, have led 
to the deaths of thousands of migrant 
workers. 

Qatar also has no diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel, leaving Israeli fans 
in a tense situation – more on that 
below.

Jewish professional men’s soccer 
players from the United States who 
compete on the world stage are a rare 
phenomenon. But this year, the U.S. 
men’s national team has two on its 
roster – including the likely starting 
goalie.

Matt Turner, a 28-year-old New 
Jersey native who didn’t seriously 
begin playing soccer until he was 14, 
struggled to prove himself through 
high school, college and through the 
start of his professional career. After 
going undrafted in Major League Soc-
cer, Turner joined the New England 
Revolution in 2016 and finally in 
2020 ascended to the upper echelon 
of the sport’s goalkeepers. He’s now 
the backup keeper for Arsenal F.C., 
one of the top clubs in England’s 
Premier League.

Turner’s father is Jewish and his 
mother is Catholic, but he iden-
tifies more with the Jewish tradi-
tion, according to a profile in The 
Athletic. Turner’s great-grandpar-
ents fled Europe during World War 
II because they were Jewish, he 
explained on soccer journalist Grant 
Wahl’s podcast, and he obtained Lith-
uanian citizenship in 2020.

Turner’s teammates on defense 
include DeAndre Yedlin, a Seattle 
native who was raised Jewish but has 
said he practices Buddhism. Yedlin 
has a large Hebrew tattoo on his right 
shoulder in honor of his great-grand-
parents. 

Yedlin, who is of African-Amer-
ican, Native American and Latvi-
an heritage, is in his first year of 
a four-year contract with the MLS 
team Inter Miami after spending five 
seasons with the Premier League’s 
Newcastle United. He is the only 
player on the U.S. roster with World 
Cup experience; he served a bench 

role in 2014.
While Yedlin’s playing time this 

year may not be much different, his 
off-field presence is seen as an asset.

“He’s a glue guy,” said USMNT 
coach Gregg Berhalter. “He’s there for 
the team, he creates atmosphere for 
the team. Sometimes he’s a shoulder 
to cry on or to talk to. Other times 
he’s a motivator.”

(A third member of the U.S. team, 
forward Brenden Aaronson, is not 
Jewish, but has occasionally elicited 
questions about his background due 
to his Ashkenazi-sounding surname.) 

Telemundo’s coverage of the tour-
nament, as it has for years, will feature 
plenty of “goooaaaaaals.”

That’s because it will include six-
time Emmy award-winner Andres 
Cantor, the Argentine-Jewish 
announcer who perhaps is most 
responsible for popularizing long 
goal calls in the English-speaking 
world.

He will be joined by one of his 

mentees, two-time Emmy nomi-
nee Sammy Sadovnik, who has been 
with Telemundo since 2007 and cov-
ered sports since 1989. He’s a proud 
Jew from Peru who visits Israel every 
year.

Israel’s first and only appearance 
in the World Cup was in 1970. That 
half-century hiatus is not due to a 
lack of talent.

Israel was one of the founding 
members of the Asian Football 
Confederation, joining in 1954, and 
would enjoy international success 
culminating in winning the 1964 
AFC Cup. But Israel’s success was 
overshadowed by geopolitics – many 
AFC member countries began to 
boycott playing Israel over time.

In 1958, Israel won its World Cup 
qualifying group without playing a 
single opponent due to protests. In 
1974, the AFC expelled Israel from 
the confederation in a 17-13 vote 
organized by Kuwait. 

Israel would wander the soccer 
desert for two decades before secur-
ing full membership in the Union 
of European Football Association. 
Israel remains the only UEFA mem-
ber without any territory in Europe.

That membership brings tough 
competition: Israel is in the same 
conference as soccer powerhouses 
like Spain, France and Italy. In the 
2022 qualifiers, Israel was grouped 
with Denmark, also a perennially 
top-tier team.

Despite the tough competition 
and frequent antisemitism Jewish 
and Israeli players face across Europe, 
the Israeli Football Association is 
content where it is.

“We prefer our clubs and nation-

al teams playing at the European 
level,” Shlomi Barzel, a spokesman for 
the IFA, told the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency in 2018. “We find a warm, 
welcoming and challenging home 
in Europe.”

Israelis normally aren’t allowed 
into Qatar, and direct flights from 
Israel aren’t allowed into the Mus-
lim-majority country. But for the 
World Cup, Qatar announced it 
would allow direct flights from Tel 
Aviv to its capital Doha for Israeli fans, 
and depending on Israeli government 
approval, for Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza as well. 

Israeli diplomats will also be per-
mitted to offer support to Israelis 
during the World Cup – which will 
be crucial since Qatar, which is part 
of the Association of Gulf Jewish 
Communities, has a very limited 
Jewish communal presence. Chapters 
of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement 
normally help Jewish tourists pro-
cure kosher food and offer other sup-
port, but the closest Chabad center 
in the region is in the United Arab 
Emirates.

And while as many as 20,000 Israe-
lis could make the trip, the Israeli 
government is still urging them to 
be careful.

“The Iranian team will be in the 
World Cup and we estimate that tens 
of thousands fans will follow it, and 
there will be other fans from Gulf 
countries that we don’t have diplo-
matic relationship with,” a senior 
Israeli diplomat warned fans as part 
of a Foreign Ministry campaign. 

“Downplay your Israeli presence 
and Israeli identity for the sake of 
your personal security.”  Θ

All the Jewish players and storylines to watch in the 2022 World Cup
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From left: Matt Turner, Andres Cantor, DeAndre Yedlin. 



BOSTON – More than 1,400 sup-
porters of the land and people of 
Israel, including nearly 250 from New 
England, united in Boston on Nov. 
4-6 at Jewish National Fund-USA’s 

largest ever National Conference. The 
organization’s annual symposium is 
unique in that it brings together high 
school and college students, rabbini-
cal students, leading philanthropists, 

prominent Zionist thought leaders, 
and Israelis from the Negev and Gal-
ilee who are directly and positively 
impacted by the partnership of Jew-
ish National Fund-USA.

Jewish National Fund-USA’s Pres-
ident, Dr. Sol Lizerbram, announced 
that the organization was close to 
achieving its fundraising target for 
its “One Billion Dollar Roadmap for 
the Next Decade” as its supporters 
reclaim the Zionist narrative and 
stand up against Jew-hatred. 

In addition to hearing from Isra-
el’s U.S. Ambassador Michael Her-
zog, Ronald S. Lauder, Olga Meshoe 
Washington, Rachel Fish, Hen 
Mazzig, and Ben Freeman, attendees 
also celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of Jewish National Fund-USA’s Alex-
ander Muss High School in Israel. 
Participants also learned about one 
of the organization’s largest initia-
tives ever announced – the creation 
of a 20-acre World Zionist Village to 
be built in Beersheba, Israel, which 
will bring together Jews and Zionists 
of all ages and backgrounds from 
around the world. 

Additionally, through various 
engaging plenaries and interac-
tive sessions including a “Shark 
Tank-style,” event, attendees were 
impressed to learn how Jewish 
National Fund-USA is the largest 
provider of Zionist education-
al activities in the U.S., and how 
it is improving the quality of life 
throughout Israel by providing new 
beginnings for Ukrainian refugees 
and families making aliyah (immi-
gration to Israel); creating new 
employment and housing opportu-
nities; delivering ag-tech solutions 
to farmers in developing countries; 
empowering people with disabilities 
to thrive in Israeli society; solving 
global food and water crises, and so 
much more. 

“A dairy farm in the desert, a 100 
percent off-the-grid aquatic center in 
the middle of nowhere, building the 
finest culinary institute in the world 
located in the Greater Kiryat Shmo-
na area – a region in which people 

never before talked about moving 
to, only moving from,” said Jewish 
National Fund-USA’s CEO Russell F. 
Robinson. “This is our opportunity 
to stand up and say to the world and 
to future generations, ‘we are one 
and we are in!’ ”

“We are particularly proud of 
the role Jewish National Fund-USA 
continues to play in broadening and 
deepening the people-to-people con-
nection between Israel and the U.S.,” 
said Boston-based philanthropists 
and National Conference Co-Chairs 
Risa Aronson and Michael Blank.

Jewish National Fund-USA’s 
National Conference also welcomed 
over 600 high school and college 
students from across the country. 
Other conference highlights includ-
ed emotional performances by the 
organization’s Special in Uniform 
band, an initiative that empowers 
young people with cognitive disabil-
ities to serve in the Israel Defense 
Forces and enjoy the same “rite of 
passage” as their peers. An exclusive 
late-night cocktail reception was also 
held for 200 young philanthropists 
ages 22-40.

“It’s incredible to see how my 
family’s philanthropic investment 
helps make Israel thrive,” said Bos-
ton Vice President and Women for 
Israel Chair Rhonda Forman. “Jew-
ish National Fund-USA’s annual 
National Conference is a must for 
anyone who considers themselves a 
Zionist.” Θ

Registration is now open for Jewish 
National Fund-USA’s 2023 Interna-
tional Conference for Israel, which 
will take place from November Nov. 
30-December Dec. 3 in Denver, 
Colorado. Sign- up at jnf.org/nc2023 or 
contact Sara Hefez, JNF-USA Execu-
tive Director, New England and the 
Capital District, at 617-423-0999 x811 
or SHefez@jnf.org. 
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Nearly 250 people from New England attended the conference. 

Over 1,400 attend Jewish National Fund-USA’s National Conference in Boston 

  Help change 
  the way we age.

Generous donors to Hebrew SeniorLife’s 
Age of Opportunity are helping to redefi ne aging, 
and with your support, we’ll never stop working to 
advance the fi eld of senior care. Because when 
we’re at our best, seniors can be, too. 

Support seniors from all walks of life at AgeOfOpportunity.org

Spacious, Modern Affordable Apartments
Social Activities

24 hr Emergency Maintenance

One & Two Bedroom Apartments • Off Street Parking Available

Now Taking Applications
for Senior Housing



Chestnut
Gardens

Apartments
301 Essex Street, Lynn, MA 01902 • 781-592-1246

Goddard House offers residents enriching everyday 
experiences aimed at promoting independence, inspiring 
curiosity and encouraging connection with others.

•  Spacious studio, one & two bedroom apartments
•  Concierge-style services & wellness offerings
•  EnrichedLIFE experiences & adventures
•  •  Olmsted Memory Support programs backed by research and
   designed to treat the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease
•  Award-winning brain healthy cuisine
•  Expansive dining, �tness, technology & outdoor amenities
•  Onsite rehabilitation services
•  SAGECare Accreditation for LGBT Cultural Competency
•  Unique short-term and trial stay option with “no minimum stay” requirement! 
    Stay as long or as short as you need.    Stay as long or as short as you need.

ENRICH. 
ENGAGE.
TOGETHER.

165 Chestnut Street
Brookline, MA

617.731.8500
GoddardHouse.org

Call or textto schedule 
a tour!

mailto:SHefez@jnf.org
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for all you  
can be.

All we are  

AllWeAreForYou.org/BrightFuture

Scan here.

 

No cost for MassHealth and Medicare eligible. Contact us  
for Medicare only and private pay options. Participants must  

receive all health care, primary and specialist physician  
services – other than emergency services – as authorized  

by PACE or be fully and personally liable for costs of  
unauthorized services.

We believe your best years 
are ahead. 

(Of course, your past years were pretty good too.) 

Element Care PACE helps you live independently in your community 
 Personalized healthcare including medical, dental & vision 
 Nearby day centers with transportation, meals & social activities 

All so you can keep being your best you.

Learn more and see if you or a loved one qualify:

(877) 803-5564 (TTY 711) 
ElementCare.org

Se niors
Af for da ble Se nior Hous ing For Over 30 Ye ars

social activities • small pets oK
Cle an, qui et, Af for da ble.

4 lo CA tions:
danvers • salem

peabody • beverly

EQU AL HOUS ING
OP POR TU N I  TY A POAH Community

Preservation Housing Community Management, LLC

Rifkin began to fundraise and 
that summer, 19 children from 
Sderot flew to the U.S. to take 
part in the summer program in 
New Hampshire. The ability to 
befriend campers from a different 
country had an impact on many 
of the campers, including Bolo-
tovsky, who was 12 at the time. “It 
was really interesting to see how 
they behaved because they were 
definitely brought up in a differ-
ent environment than we were,” 
she said.  “I remember there was a 
thunderstorm that summer. They 
all were super affected by it.” 

The following year, American 
counselors went to Israel. “Our 
community realized that it’s not 
very feasible to just bring 10 
kids each summer,” Bolotovsky 
explained, “Instead, it makes sense 
to bring 10 Americans to Israel. So, 
after that summer, our program 
switched.”

Over the past decade and a half, 

the program has grown steadily. 
“The first summer was, like, 40 
kids, and [in] 2022, I believe we 
had 85,” said Bolotovsky. “We have 
been able to organize and send 
American counselors to Israel 
every summer with the exception 
of 2014, because there was a big 
war in Israel that summer, so we 
could not go. And then in 2020, 
obviously, we didn’t go because of 
COVID.”

The program is set to continue 
in the summer of 2023. For the 
people behind the program, the 
consistency is just as important a 
factor as the chance for these chil-
dren to escape. “ ‘Why do you keep 
coming back?’ They always asked 
us that,” said Bolotovsky. “We’re 
like, ‘Yes, we’re coming back every 
year.’ We’re giving them this sense 
of hope, the sense of consistency, 
and a sense of, there’s these people 
in America that really care, and 
they keep coming.” Θ

Bostonians offer hope and 
continuity to Israeli campers
FROM PAGE 10

Six months after a lawsuit claimed 
that he mishandled an allegation of 
sexual assault between campers at 
Camp Ramah in the Berkshires, the 
camp’s former director, Rabbi Ethan 
Linden, has a new job.

Linden began a role as direc-
tor of educational operations and 
design for the Shalom Hartman 
Institute on Monday, the Jewish edu-
cation nonprofit confirmed. The job 
involves supporting Hartman’s edu-
cational programs throughout the 
year in a “vital internal coordination 
and consultative role,” according to a 
Hartman spokesperson.

The Shalom Hartman Institute 
runs more than a thousand pro-
grams over the course of the year, 
ranging from one-off lectures to 
gatherings of thought leaders to a 
gap year program in Israel. It also 
operates two high schools, one in 
the United States and one in Israel.

The spokesperson declined to 
say whether Linden would have any 
contact with the teens involved in 
Hartman’s programs but said in a 
statement, “We maintain rigorous 
processes for screening and eval-
uating prospective employees for 
competence and character in our 
commitment to the excellence of 

our work.”
The new job caps a tumultuous 

period for Linden, who was one of 
three parties named in a lawsuit filed 
in early May by a former camper at 
Ramah in the Berkshires, where he 
had been director since 2016. The 
camp and Linden told the court 
in August that they had reached a 
settlement with the former camper, 
which was finalized last month.

The lawsuit alleged that Linden 
and others overseeing the camp had 
“acted with deliberate indifference” 
in the summer of 2018 after the 
camper alleged that she had been 
sexually assaulted by a male camp-
er. The lawsuit alleged that Linden 
did not inform the camper’s fami-
ly of the assault, and instead pres-
sured her not to tell her parents and 
involved the police only after her 
parents learned about the alleged 
assault.

The suit also claimed that Camp 
Ramah and National Ramah Com-
mission, the organization that over-
sees all of the Ramah camps, was 
aware of the alleged assault, and 
that they allowed Linden to remain 
in charge.  

–JTA 

Shalom Hartman Institute hires 
ex-Ramah Berkshires director for 
education position
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Exceptional senior living
on the Coast

Get to Know The Mariner
featuring Executive Director, John Lamirande

John is a local, North Shore resident with a passion for senior living and is excited to 
be the leader of the first senior living community in Marblehead. Learn more about 

John, his passion for senior living and why he loves life on the North Shore!

Why are you excited to bring senior living to Marblehead?
Marblehead is an amazing town but one resource it’s lacking is senior living. Many Marblehead residents have lived there all 
their life and should be able to enjoy their hometown, throughout their whole life. With the addition of The Mariner, they can!

What makes The Mariner special?
What makes any community special is the people, The Mariner will be special because of all the residents 
who call it home. Everything we do will encompass what the residents want to experience. The menu will 
be what our residents enjoy. Our programming will include but not limited to art, experience, history, guest 
speakers, and on and on. Our residents will create he uniqueness of The Mariner. 

What do you like most about life in the North Shore?
I’ve been living on the North Shore for over 22 years in Gloucester, I love being part of a seaside community. The accessibility to 
the ocean is such a wonderful opportunity and the surrounding communities are quaint and unique from working harbors, to 
sailing the seas, and wonderful restaurants. 

What can future residents expect from life at The Mariner?
The Mariner and its residents have such a bright future. I envision wonderful interactions with their neighbors and our 
associates.  Building long term relationships with our families. I see our residents reflecting on their past, while building a 
memorable future with The Mariner.  We’ll be a shoulder to lean on, a warm hug to cheer them up and lots of beautiful smiles.

What are the benefits of living in a senior living community?
Senior living is worry-free. Gone are the days you have to worry about repairs to your home, shoveling 
the driveway after a snowstorm or fixing appliances after they break.  The Mariner will provide worry 
free living for our residents so they are able to spend more time focusing on passions and hobbies. If I 
was to choose one benefit that has the biggest impact, I would say the social opportunities our residents 
will experience. There will be many opportunities to build new relationships with other residents and 
our associates. From my experience, most residents have shared that they wished they had considered 
moving into the community sooner. They didn’t realize how wonderful it would be.

Stop in to our Welcome Center 
31 Atlantic Ave | Marblehead, MA  

Call: 781.990.1624 or scan here >>>

Become a Commodore Club Member Today

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Avita Memory Care | 265 Pleasant Street in Marblehead, MA
TheMarinerMarblehead.com
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175 Revere Street, Canton MA
781.821.3616  I  CornerstoneCanton.com

Call or text to schedule a tour today!

ASSISTED LIVING & COMPASS MEMORY SUPPORT

MAKE 
THE 
MOVE
to Cornertsone

Offering residents enriching, everyday opportunities aimed at promoting 
independence, inspiring curiosity, and encouraging connections with others.

•  Spacious studio & 1 bedroom apartments
•  Concierge-style services, wellness offerings & onsite rehabilitation services
•  EnrichedLIFE experiences & adventures
•  Award-winning brain healthy cuisine
•  Expansive dining, fitness, piano lounge & outdoor amenities
•  Affiliation with Boston University Alzheimer's Disease Research Center•  Affiliation with Boston University Alzheimer's Disease Research Center
•  A renowned Compass Memory Support Neighborhood on the same campus, featuring 
    evidence-based programming aimed at slowing the symptoms of the disease
•  Unique short-term and trial stay option with “no minimum stay” requirement! 
    Stay as long or as short as you need.

Who says kids should have all the fun? At The Baldwin — an all-new  
Life Plan Community (CCRC) — we say this is your time. Make a splash  

in the pool. Dance, stretch, lift, and box in the fitness center.  
Learn for the love of it. Take to the nearby trails, then top off your day  

at the local brewery. Define life on your terms and do whatever  
you choose — whether that’s everything or nothing at all.

 
The Baldwin is approaching sold-out status with opening planned  
for fall 2023. Call 603.404.6080 or visit TheBaldwinNH.org today!

The Baldwin Welcome Center 
1E Commons Drive, No. 24   |   Londonderry, NH 03053

603.404.6080   |   TheBaldwinNH.org

Scan to see the latest  
construction update  

video or go to 
TheBaldwinNH.org/ 

Construction_Update.

Leventhal Intern, I thought I knew 
what was possible. Then I became 
an Emerson Fellow and was given 
a platform to engage 35,000 plus 
people,” she said. “I set one tangible 
goal for myself – to stop preaching to 
the choir and work with groups that 
don’t typically engage in Israel-re-
lated programs. This led to meeting 
with the President, Dean of Students 
and Provost of the university, orga-
nizing educational spa nights in my 
sorority house, flying out a Patriots 
cheerleader (and former Emerson 
Fellow) to talk about combating 
antisemitism, and planning many 
more programs across my campus. 
Being involved with StandWithUs 
for the last four years has led to 
incredible opportunities, and I know 
it will lead to many more in the 
future.”  Θ

Caplan wins 
StandWithUs  
award
FROM PAGE 3

Your tax-deductible gift helps keep our publication free. 
Donate now online, at jewishjournal.org

(JTA) – Birthright Israel is drastically 
cutting back on the number of free 
trips it plans to offer to Jewish young 
adults, scaling back its operations 
by up to a third, the organization 
announced Monday.

The cuts come amid what the 
organization said is a mix of finan-
cial pressures, chiefly inflation and 
heightened travel expenses in a post-
COVID world. It plans to make added 
appeals to its top donors but still 
expects to heavily reduce its Israel 
trips in 2023 to as few as 23,500 par-
ticipants, down from 35,000 this year 
and 45,000 annually pre-pandemic.

“The significant cost increases of 
our program mean that we will not 
be able to accommodate as many 
applicants in the coming years,” 
Birthright CEO Gidi Mark said in 
a statement provided to the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency.

However, Birthright’s own fund-
raising has not been affected. A Birth-
right spokesperson told JTA that the 
organization actually expects its fund-
ing to increase from 2022 to 2023, but 
that the growth won’t be enough to 
compensate for the rise in expenses 
and inflation.

The group has shown other signs 
lately of scaled-back operations for 
its free 10-day trips to Israel for Jew-
ish young adults. Earlier this year 
Birthright said it would lower the 
maximum age of participation back 
to 26, after five years of allowing 
Jews aged 27 to 32 to enroll. The 
group’s leadership said at the time 
that the increased age limit was back-
firing by convincing younger Jews to 
keep delaying their trips. Birthright 
also merged with Onward Israel, 
another Israel travel program for 
young adults, during the pandemic.

The program was founded in 1999 
as a means of encouraging greater 
Israel engagement among younger 
generations of Jews. Studies commis-
sioned in the two decades since have 
shown that Jews who participated 
in Birthright trips were more likely 
than peers who did not go to marry 
somebody Jewish and to feel a deeper 
connection to Israel. One such study 
was released last week.

“Without a major immediate 
increase in fundraising, we will be 
hard-pressed to have the positive 
effect we’ve had on many individu-
als,” Mark said.  Θ

Birthright Israel  
to scale back again, 
slashing number  
of free trips by up 
to a third

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=Z5VSKBEUW2PQ6&source=url _blank


Steve, you grew up in a heavily Jewish 
community in the 1950s. Can you describe 
the community and how it influenced you?

I grew up in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, a 
suburb of 50,000 with almost half being Jew-
ish. I remember seeing people with tattooed 
numbers on their arms and didn’t know 
what it meant at that time. There were 3,000 
students in my high school – 2,800 Jewish. 
Half the 300 teachers were Jewish. I even dated 
a Jewish girl named Smith. On one street 
in close proximity to each other, were four 
Orthodox temples, three kosher butcheries, 
and four Jewish bakeries. Where I lived, there 
were four temples within walking distance – 
two Orthodox and two Conservative.

I was an only child, and my parents were 
divorced when I was 5. I was raised alone by 
my mother. Back then, being divorced was a 
stigma. I didn’t have much contact with my 
father. When I was young, every year at High 
Holydays, my mother would take me to a 
nearby temple on Rosh Hashanah to hear the 
shofar blow. I especially remember going to 
the Orthodox temples because I was separated 
from my mother – women to one side, me, 
and the men on the other side. To this day, 
every Rosh Hashanah shofar blowing brings 
fond memories of my mother.

We eventually joined a new synagogue 
being built – Park Synagogue (today with 
over 1,800 families). I attended Hebrew school 
twice a week. At the start of high school, I 
began confirmation. Our classes were only 
on Saturday mornings, and we would attend 
Shabbat services at the end of classes. Knowing 
what my mother went through to give me a 
Jewish education played an important part in 
the Jewish education of our children and my 
temple and community involvement. 

Your mom was a single parent who 
worked for a jeweler. How challenging was 
that for her and for you? 

My mother worked for years in a jewelry 
store in downtown Cleveland as the credit 
manager – $5 down, $5 a week for life. We 
always lived in basement apartments. She 
worked 6 days a week and then from Thanks-
giving through Christmas, she worked 12 
hours-a-day those 6 days a week. From first 
grade through high school, I was a latch-key 
kid. Back then, television was new, and I 
watched a lot when I came home like “Howdy 
Doody,” “The Micky Mouse Club,” and the 
“American Bandstand.” 

You were academically gifted and grad-
uated high school when you were 16 and 
joined the army at 17. When you started 
you were just one of two Jews out of 300 
in your division. Did you face antisemitism, 
and did you meet people who had never 
met a Jew?

I attended a private military academy 
where they skipped me a grade – this would 
change my life forever. It meant that I would 
graduate at age 16. I applied to only one col-
lege but got rejected. Some advice for young 
people who are rejected from college – “don’t 
get mad at the college – get a master’s degree 
from them” – like I did 11 years later.

Since I wasn’t doing anything, my mother’s 
boss convinced her that I should enlist in the 
Army – make a “man” of me. My mother had 
to sign for me at age 17 to join for three years. 
This was 6 months before the international 
Berlin Wall crisis in 1961. Little did I know my 
Jewish bubble was about to burst – big time!

It started at basic training where out of 
300 soldiers, there we just two Jews – me and 
another fellow from Detroit. It was right 
there and then that I realized Jews are just 2% 
percent of the population, not 25%, or even 
50% percent like the predominately Jewish 
community I grew up in. I met a Jewish sol-
dier from Miami, and we have been lifelong 
friends these past 61 years.

For my advanced training, I was sent to 
Huntsville Alabama where I experienced seg-
regation firsthand. This was a jarring moment 
in my life – separate drinking fountains, 
separate bathrooms, separate accommoda-
tions, etc. I got in trouble once when I went 
into a “colored” bathroom – people had seen 
me enter and when I exited, they were staring 
at me angrily. In my unit was a fellow from 
North Carolina who had never met a Jewish 
person in his life. The first time we met, he 
walked around me, looked at my head, and 
asked, “where are your horns”? We became 
good friends after that. In my unit was anoth-
er fellow with Egyptian ancestry. He would 
always say antisemitic things to me – “Jew this 
and Jew that.” We finally had it out and after-
wards, we became really close friends traveling 
to Rome together.

While in Germany, I was 20 years old, I 
took a two-week leave, by myself, to visit Isra-
el. I had no idea what I would do once I got 
there. At a per-chance, life-changing instance, 
I happened to “bump into” my childhood 
doctor on a Hadassah tour. This was one of 
the most memorable experiences of my life 
as they adopted me as their “son.” I went 
everywhere in Israel with them (although I 
stayed at the YMCAs and with the bus driver). 
Jerusalem was divided back then.

You became an engineer after the army 
and have had a long career working for 
many companies, including Mitre. Why did 
you decide to select that profession, and 
has it been rewarding?

After being discharged, I attended college 
throughout the Vietnam era. In the movie 
“The Graduate,” Dustin Hoffman’s character 
is given one word of advice: “plastics.” When I 
attended college, that word was “software.” It 
was felt that if you could program, you would 
be employed for life – which has become true 
for me. In my career at all the companies I 
have worked, software and programming have 
been an integral part of my professional career. 

How did you meet your wife, Susan?
I wanted to take a language and decided 

on Russian. In my senior year, I was scheduled 
to take Scientific Russian. There was a young 
Jewish student in the class – we were the only 
two students taking Scientific Russian that 
year. We had many study sessions together. 
That young Jewish student today is my wife of 
51 years – Susan. Within a one-week period, 
we got married in an Orthodox Synagogue in 
Cleveland Heights, moved to Peabody; I start-
ed my first job here; and we joined Temple 
Ner Tamid (TNT).

You sent both of your children to Hillel 
Academy (now Epstein Hillel School). Why 
was it important for them to go to a Jewish 
day school?

Susan grew up in her temple and was 
a bat mitzvah. I grew up with my mother 
only going to temple on Rosh Hashanah, 

eventually went to Hebrew school, was not 
a bar mitzvah but was confirmed, and a had 
a strong Jewish identity from my time in the 
military. As such, we both felt strongly our 
children should get a good Jewish education. 
When my son was ready for kindergarten, 
Justin Remis (z”l) invited us to meet the Hillel 
Principal Bennet Solomon (z”l). Anyone who 
remembers Bennet, knows how persuasive he 
was. Both our children attended Hillel all the 
way through to graduation and had their bar/
bat mitzvahs at TNT. My daughter was active 
in USY and went on the Lappin Y2I trip to 
Israel. My granddaughter was a bat mitzvah 
in Maryland, and my grandson had his bar 
mitzvah at Mount Masada in Israel.

Growing up, you did not have the oppor-
tunity to have a bar mitzvah. Later, in life, 
you did. Can you talk about what it meant 
to you?

I did not have a Bar Mitzvah because, quite 
frankly, my mother could not afford the bar 
mitzvah party. It wasn’t until my son’s bar 
mitzvah, 31 years later, that I had mine jointly 
with him. That was a special day for me and 
my son, and I remember it fondly along with 
the big party celebration we had.

You have volunteered for much of your 
life for Jewish organizations. You were the 
president of the Temple Ner Tamid Men’s 
Club, vice president of Ner Tamid, creat-
ed and maintained the database for Ner 
Tamid for 27 years. You are the adjutant 
for the JWV Post 220. Also, you’re the 
treasurer of the Maple Hill Cemetery, as 
well as the Federation of Jewish Men’s Club 
(FJMC). You wrote and still maintain Maple 
Hill Cemetery’s management system. And, 
five years ago you designed and still main-
tain the database for the Jewish Journal. 
Why are you so committed to Judaism and 
Jewish organizations, and what do you get 
out of it?

My mother’s efforts to give me a solid Jew-
ish foundation and then have that challenged 
and tested in the military has strongly influ-
enced me. As a youth, I attended Jewish camps 
during the summer. I later learned that my 
mother couldn’t afford the cost of the camps. 
Someone at Park Synagogue had personally 
paid so I could attend. That always stayed with 
me and impacted me greatly that someone 
would give something back to me so that I 
could go to summer camp.

My feeling is that you should give back to 
your temple and community your time, your 
involvement, and what you do professionally 
for a living – if you can. Everyone has some-
thing to give back. My expertise was computer 
and software technology. In all the organiza-
tions I belong to, being involved enables me 
to share and promote experiences and give 
something back.

Five years ago, a member of the Journal’s 
board approached me to help them with their 
outdated subscriber/donor system. They asked 
me what it would cost and offered to pay me. 
I gave back and continue to do so what I do 
professionally – at no cost.

Most Jews don’t affiliate with Jewish 
organizations. But you’re deeply involved 
in many Jewish organizations. What would 
you say to people thinking about volun-
teering for a Jewish nonprofit, and how it 
might benefit their lives?

It’s a different world today from when I 
grew up. Technology, and the pandemic, have 
both physically separated us, and simultane-
ously, electronically brought us closer togeth-
er. Involvement enables us to maintain our 
Jewish identity and way of life and pass that 
on. Temples today are not that different from 
Temples when I grew up. Same for Jewish 
organizations and institutions. While priori-
ties have changed, the foundational principles 
that guide and direct them have not. We need 
to insure we pass on our Jewish identity and 
way of life to our children and grandchildren 
much like our grandparents and parents 
passed it on to us.  Θ
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Steve Ring
 “Knowing what my mother went through to give me a Jewish education

played an important part in the Jewish education of our children”

By Steven A. Rosenberg
JOURNAL STAFF 

S
TEVE RING GREW UP in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, and 

enlisted in the Army at 17. He went on to college and 

became an expert in systems engineering. More than 50 

years ago he moved to the North Shore and settled in Pea-

body. He has had a long career in engineering, and worked 

for Mitre for 31 years. He has volunteered for numerous Jewish orga-

nizations and has been the president of the Temple Ner Tamid Men’s 

Club, the treasurer of the Maple Hill Cemetery, and adjutant for the 

JWV Post 220. He and his wife Susan are the parents of Col. Benjamin 

Ring, and Jennifer Ring. Steve and Susan Ring have three grandchildren. 

Steve Ring, front, far right, with family. 
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