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Members of Congregation Agudas Achim-Ezrath Israel in Malden present a Torah to Sophia Spiegel, secretary of the Cork Jewish Community in Ireland. 

GREATER BOSTON

ADL reports surge in  
white supremacist propaganda

NORTH SHORE

Hadassah chapter forms 
on North Shore

A Torah’s journey: 
From Malden to County Cork, Ireland

An inauguration 
ceremony for the Torah 
is planned for Aug. 17 in 
Cork, with Rabbi David 
Kudan set to officiate.

By RICH TENORIO
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

PUBLISHING FOR 46 YEARS    MARCH 16, 2023  |  23 ADAR 5783

PEOPLE

Honorable Menschion: 
John Smidt

Chelsea | Boston | Burlington | Dorchester | Framingham | Lawrence | Lynn | Medford | Melrose | Newton
Peabody | Reading | Salem | Tewksbury | West Roxbury | MetroCU.org  |  877.MY.METRO

Ins
ure

d b
y N

CU
A |

 Me
mb

er 
MS

IC 
 

O�ering the best rates around on:
• IRA CDs - Rollovers & Transfers

• Certificates of Deposit

• Online Money Market Account

You won’t believe 
our deposit rates!!!

Check them out at MetroCU.org!Check them out at MetroCU.org!

W 
HEN A JEWISH COMMUNITY in Ireland needed 

a Torah, a synagogue in Malden came up big.

On Sunday, Congregation Agudas Achim-Ezrath 

Israel bequeathed a Torah scroll to the Cork Jewish 

Community in southern Ireland, the latest step in 

a trans-Atlantic friendship between the communities.

“I could not believe the good fortune and blessing of Malden donating 

a scroll, all the way from Malden, USA to Cork, Ireland,” said Sophia Spie-

gel, secretary of the Cork Jewish Community, in an address on Sunday.

“I’m speechless,” Spiegel told the Journal. 
“It’s the biggest mitzvah you can receive in 
Jewish tradition. Torah scrolls are very, very 
valuable, very much cherished by communi-
ties. It’s amazing that they were willing to part 
with one so our community can be reinvigo-
rated and bloom.”

Attendees included Malden Mayor Gary 
Christenson, who delivered remarks and spoke 
with the Journal afterwards.

“It always feels good to be here,” Christen-
son said. Noting the congregation’s positive 
impact on the City of Malden, he added, “There 
was not any way I was going to miss this chance 
to thank them for what they did here for our 
community.”

http://www.metrocu.org
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The Anti-Defamation League’s annual assess-
ment of white supremacist propaganda activity 
reached an all-time high in the United States 
and in New England in 2022. ADL recorded 
6,751 incidents nationally in 2022, a 38 per-
cent increase over the 4,876 incidents recorded 
during the previous year.  The five states that 
comprise the ADL New England region collec-
tively experienced an astounding 96 percent 
increase in recorded propaganda activity from 
2021, with each state reporting an increase in 
such activity.

In addition to the July march through 
Boston Common by the white nationalist hate 
group, Patriot Front, New England propaganda 
activities included gatherings by white suprem-
acists with antisemitic, racist, anti-immigrant, 
and anti-LGBTQ+ messages at local bookstores, 
libraries, theaters, shelters, and hospitals in 
Boston, Cambridge, and Kingston, Mass., Prov-
idence, R.I., and Portsmouth, N.H. They also 
included displays of racist and antisemitic ban-
ners at Boston’s St. Patrick’s Day parade and on 
overpasses in Danvers and Saugus on Sept. 11.   

“White supremacist propaganda has the 
dual and devious purpose to intimidate specif-
ic groups and lure others to join their hateful 
activities,” said ADL New England Interim 
Regional Director Peggy Shukur.  “Too many 
of these groups have set New England as their 
home base. With deliberation and intention, 
they target their hate against Jewish, Black, Mus-
lim, and LGBTQ+ communities and non-white 
immigrants through despicable and disruptive 
stunts on freeway overpasses and public events, 
including the St. Patrick’s Day parade. While 
their message and their faces are often inten-
tionally disguised, their goal is to inspire and 
incite people to act.

“In the face of ever-increasing propaganda 
activities in the region, we have witnessed com-
munities uniting throughout New England 

to reject this hate. We also welcome efforts to 
hold these groups accountable for the harm 
they inflict on those targeted.  We encourage 
the public to learn more by visiting our web-
site and reporting incidents at www.adl.org/
reportincident.” 

In 2022, hateful propaganda appeared in 
every state in ADL’s New England region and 
each state recorded an increase in such activity 
from 2021:  

•  Massachusetts – 465 incidents, up 72% 
•  New Hampshire  – 183 incidents, up 383% 
•  Rhode Island – 142 incidents, up 74%
•  Vermont – 131 incidents, up 64%
•  Maine – 30 incidents, up 50%
Patriot Front and Nationalist Socialist Club 

(NSC-131) were the most active hate groups 
across the region, with Patriot Front being 
responsible for 909 of the 951 incidents in New 
England. Massachusetts ranked second only to 
Texas in the number of recorded propaganda 
activities in 2022.   

ADL’s Center on Extremism tracked a myr-
iad of propaganda activity last year, including 

the mass distribution of antisemitic, racist, 
and anti-LGBTQ+ fliers; the dissemination of 
stickers, banners, graffiti, and posters; hateful 
laser projections on buildings and stadiums; 
and in-person white supremacist gatherings, 
among other events. Propaganda activity was 
recorded in every state in the U.S. except Hawaii. 
Reported incidents of explicitly antisemitic 
propaganda more than doubled, rising from 
352 incidents in 2021 to 852 in 2022.  

ADL’s H.E.A.T. Map provides a visual rep-
resentation of the propaganda efforts by geo-
graphic location. (For reporting purposes, ADL 
counts an incident where multiple or hundreds 
of fliers are canvassed across a neighborhood on 
a given day as a single incident.) 

Nationally, three white supremacist groups 
– Patriot Front, Goyim Defense League (GDL), 
and White Lives Matter (WLM) – were respon-
sible for 93 percent of the activity. Texas-based 
Patriot Front was responsible for the vast major-
ity – 80 percent – of propaganda distributions 
in 2022. The group distributed propaganda in 
every state except Alaska and Hawaii but was 

most active in Massachusetts, Texas, Michigan, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Utah.    

The Goyim Defense League (GDL), an 
antisemitic network that has significant cross-
over with other white supremacist groups and 
movements, was responsible for at least 492 
propaganda incidents in 2022, representing 
roughly 7 percent of the total propaganda 
nationwide and 58 percent of the year’s antise-
mitic propaganda incidents. This is a significant 
increase from the 74 GDL propaganda incidents 
recorded in 2021.  GDL activity was recorded in 
Vermont and Rhode Island in 2022.  The mas-
sive uptick in antisemitic propaganda overall 
was largely due to GDL’s growth over the course 
of the year. 

Key findings from ADL’s 2022 report 
include: 

• White supremacist groups increasingly 
used banners, often draped over highway over-
passes, to publicize their hate. ADL recorded at 
least 252 banner drops, a 38 percent increase 
from the 183 counted in 2021.   

• ADL documented 167 white supremacist 
events, a 55 percent increase from the 108 
recorded in 2021. Events took place in 33 states, 
with the most activity (from most to least 
active) in Massachusetts, California, Ohio, and 
Florida. The White Lives Matter network was 
responsible for 43 percent of these events. 

• ADL recorded 219 incidents of white 
supremacist propaganda distribution on cam-
puses, a 6 percent decrease from 2021 and the 
lowest number since ADL began tracking in 
2017. While the majority of these incidents 
occurred on college campuses, at least 11 inci-
dents were reported on K-12 campuses. 

• On-campus propaganda was recorded in 
39 states, with the highest levels of activity 
(from most to least active) in Texas, Arizona, 
California, Florida, Idaho, Ohio, Illinois and 
Michigan.  Θ 

ADL reports alarming surge in white supremacist 
propaganda in New England

White supremacists march in Boston. 

mailto:NewEnglandYachad%40ou.org?subject=
http://www.adl.org/


3JEWISH JOURNAL.ORG
MARCH 16, 2023 GREATER BOSTON

Paid for by The Harrington Committee

        ...8 years Mayor of Salem, 19 years Salisbury Town Manager... 
 Neil has proven administrative experience and leadership skills. 

He’s best prepared to lead a great city forward.

 SALEM SPECIAL PRELIMINARY ELECTION 
TUESDAY, MARCH 28

Neil Harrington knows firsthand that being Mayor 
is a hard job... and he knows how to do it.  

PLEASE MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT IN THE 

CHELSEA 
Jen Fazekas

jfazekas@chelseajewish.org 
617.887.0826

PEABODY 
Antonio Alvarez

aalvarez@chelseajewish.org 
978-854-1812

www.chelseajewish.org

Connect with us to learn more
about our assisted living campuses.

Why not experience
carefree living

on the North Shore? 

Schedule your visit today! 

By ELLA HAMILTON
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

As the new executive director of 
Northeastern University Hillel, 
Rabbi Sara Paasche-Orlow looks for-
ward to growing an atmosphere of 
inclusion, celebration, and education 
in the 60-year-old organization. 

Paasche-Orlow began her rabbini-
cal journey through Hillel at Oberlin 
College. She came from an inter-
faith family, and when she began 
college she immediately walked to 
the Hillel rabbi’s office to join the 
group. Through Hillel, she visited 
Israel, where she first considered the 
rabbinate. 

She was ordained at the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary in New 
York. During her time in rabbinical 
school from 1990 to 1996, she had 
the opportunity to intern at Con-
gregation Beit Simchat Torah, an 
LGBTQ synagogue in Greenwich 
Village. During this period, many 
members of the LGBTQ community 
were suffering from the AIDS crisis, 
and Paasche-Orlow felt a calling to 
take the chance to serve this com-
munity although the seminary was 
not yet welcoming of LGBTQ Jews. 

“I had to call my dean from Isra-
el and say, ‘I want to do this even 
though I know that the seminary 
doesn’t allow this.’ He said, ‘Well, 
give me a good argument.’ And I 
said people are dying and they’re 
Jews, and it would be morally wrong, 
morally vacant to not respond,” said 
Paasche-Orlow. 

At Simchat Torah, she spent 16 
hours a week doing pastoral care and 
leading services to hold a community 
together that was grieving and suffer-
ing. “That had a huge impact on my 
understanding of what it meant to be 
a spiritual leader, what it meant to be 
a rabbi,” said Paasche-Orlow.

A year after rabbinical school, 
she had a fellowship to study at the 
National Jewish Center for Learning 
and Leadership, where she learned 
more about facing the challenges of 
theology and how to be a Jew in the 
modern world. 

Paasche-Orlow’s career has been 
oriented to social justice. When she 
began working at Hebrew Senior-
Life – a cluster of homes for the 
elderly – in 2004, the person giving 
her a tour of the facilities said to 
Paasche-Orlow, “We have a job open 
for a rabbi. But you know this pop-
ulation really needs a middle-aged 
man with a beard.” She perceived 
this as an inspiration and message 
that there needed to be a change. 
She eventually became director of 
spiritual care. 

“What was incredible was that 
the senior women in particular, and 
the women who make up the vast 
majority of elders in senior care, were 
so happy and inspired by the fact that 
women could now become rabbis,” 
said Paasche-Orlow. “And they were 
my biggest cheerleaders.” 

One of her initiatives during her 
18 years at Hebrew SeniorLife was 
an institution-wide training program 
for 2,400 staff members focused on 
grassroots education and raising 
awareness during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the after-

math of George Floyd’s murder. 
“We did focus groups with all 

of our frontline staff to talk about 
what their needs were at that time 
and how COVID impacted them and 
how we could be more attuned to 
creating an anti-racist atmosphere 
and health care organization,” said 
Paasche-Orlow. 

Now, as the new executive director 
and in-house rabbi for Northeastern 
Hillel since December 2022, her job is 
to ensure students have every oppor-
tunity to grow as Jews in college. 

Northeastern Hillel is student-run 
and offers over a dozen communities 
and committees. Over winter break, 
the organization brought 80 students 
to Israel. 

Paasche-Orlow has countless 
goals, including figuring out how to 
fit all students in the Hillel building 
near Northeastern’s campus for a 
Shabbat dinner, and a long-term goal 
of bringing more representation for 
Jews of color to Hillel. 

Additionally, Paasche-Orlow is 
joining the Northeastern Center for 
Spirituality, Dialogue, and Service 
as a spiritual adviser. “I’m happy to 
be part of that community and able 
to work collaboratively with all the 
different groups on campus, includ-
ing the other Jewish groups and 
interfaith efforts,” said Paasche-Or-
low. “The more we can partner with 
university programs and groups, the 
better.”

Ariel Walovitch, the assistant 
director of Hillel, is organizing a six-
week study group for students who 
want to learn more about antisem-
itism, an area in which Paasche-Or-
low believes more education will 
strengthen the community. 

“I hope through education and 
through partnerships that we can 
continue to strengthen a campus that 
seems to have really been doing a 
pretty good job of supporting its Jew-
ish community and  [diversity, equity, 
and inclusion] efforts in general,” said 
Paasche-Orlow. 

Paasche-Orlow is grateful to join 
a Hillel that is blessed with commu-
nity support, and looking forward 
to connecting further with all of the 
students, parents, and alumni. 

“I’m happy to be able to be hear-
ing those voices and getting energy 
and support from people all over 
who have a connection to this Hillel,” 
she said. Θ

New rabbi brings 
spirit of inclusion to 
Northeastern Hillel

Rabbi Sara Paasche-Orlow 

Your tax-deductible gift helps keep our publication free. 
Donate now online, at jewishjournal.org
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By SHELLEY A. SACKETT 
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

MARBLEHEAD — There is no 
dearth of books about and by Golda 
Meir, the Israeli politician, teacher, 
and kibbutznik who served as the 
fourth prime minister from 1969 to 
1974. Yet, as far as Pnina Lahav was 
concerned, Meir’s real story was still 
untold. 

The former law professor and 
member of the Elie Wiesel Center 
for Judaic Studies at Boston Univer-
sity last September published, “The 
Only Woman in the Room: Golda 
Meir and Her Path to Power,” which 
looks at Meir through a feminist 
lens, focusing on her recurring role 
as a woman standing alone among 
men. The meticulously researched 
book is chockful of anecdotes that 
flesh out Meir’s full identity as a 
woman, Jew, wife, mother, and 
Zionist leader who was one of the 
founders of Israel.

On Tuesday, March 21 at 7 p.m., 
the Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore in Marblehead 
will sponsor “An Evening with 
Pnina Lahav,” where the Israel-born 
scholar will talk about her new 
book with this Journal correspon-
dent and answer questions from 
the audience. The event is part of 
the Israel at 75 series and will be 
followed by a dessert reception.

The idea for the book emerged 
as Lahav approached retirement 
and found herself reflecting on her 
career and what had most resonated 
with her over the decades. In 1998, 
she wrote her first biography, an 
award-winning book about Shimon 
Agranat, the third president of 
the Supreme Court of Israel. She 
had enjoyed both the process and 
the positive reviews and prizes it 
earned. 

While searching for a special 
retirement gift to herself, she came 
up with the perfect idea: She would 
write another biography and return 
to the topic that had held her 
interest for half a century, since she 
published her first article in 1974 
titled, “The Status of Women In 
Israel: Myth and Reality.” 

“I decided to explore how Golda, 
the most successful Israeli politician 
of the 20th century and the fourth 
and only woman prime minister, 
functioned between the myth of 
equality and the reality of misog-
yny,” Lahav told the Journal. The 
title is both a play on the famous 
statement, attributed to David Ben-
Gurion, that Golda was ‘the only 
man in the room,’ and a tip of the 
hat to the fact that Golda surround-
ed herself with men. She made sure 
she was indeed the only woman in 
her political room.

Lahav’s biggest challenge was 
covering the entire history of Israel 
through a gender-oriented lens, 
from the Second Aliyah (1904-1914) 
to the Yom Kippur War (1973). She 
hopes today’s Jewish woman learns 
a lesson of perseverance from read-
ing about Golda’s life story. 

“If you want something with all 
your heart, try to get it, try to do it 
all, and do not fear criticism. At the 
end, you will be a happier person.” 
Lahav said.  Θ 

The event is free to JCCNS members, 
$10 for the community. To register, visit 
www.jccns.org.

Author to tell Golda 
Meir’s story through 
feminist lens at JCCNS

“The Only Woman in the Room: 
Golda Meir and Her  

Path to Power”
By Pnina Lahav

Princeton University Press

Actor Noa Tishby and philan-
thropist Miriam Adelson – who have 
been  prominent advocates for Israel 
– have publicly joined what is turn-
ing out to be a resounding chorus of 
criticism of Israel’s current govern-
ment and its efforts to sap the coun-
try’s judiciary of its independence 
and power.

“I will say it in the sharpest and 
clearest way: Diaspora Jewry and 
Israel’s supporters in the world are 
shocked. They are shocked,” Tish-
by said in a column published in 
Hebrew on Ynet Saturday. “With 
great pain they look and see how the 
country they fiercely defended — in 
Congress, in the media, on the net-
works or to foreign governments — is 
changing its face.”

Tishby wrote that she had never 
publicly criticized “any step taken 
by any government” in more than 
two decades as a public figure, but 
that she was writing “the most diffi-
cult public text I have ever written” 
because Israelis need to understand 
that the judicial reform legislation, 
which she called “not a reform, but a 
coup,” brings their country out of step 

with other democracies and would 
threaten its national security and 
support abroad.

“It’s not like America. Not even a 
little,” Tishby wrote.

Writing in Israel Hayom, the right-
wing Israeli newspaper founded by 
her late husband Sheldon, Adelson 
sidestepped the legislation itself and 
instead focused on its speedy advance.

“Regardless of the substance of the 
reforms, the government’s dash to rat-
ify them is naturally suspect, raising 
questions about the root objectives 
and concern that this is a hasty, inju-
dicious, and irresponsible move. A 
good deal is reached through cold-
eyed circumspection,” wrote Adelson, 
an Israeli-born physician, whose hus-
band Sheldon contributed over $500 
million to Republican causes.  She 
later added, “Bad motivations never 
bring about good outcomes.”

The statements from Adelson and 
Tishby offer a clear sign that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu cannot expect prominent allies 
abroad to back his right-wing govern-
ment on its signature legislation.  Θ

– JTA 

Pro-Israel stalwarts condemn 
proposed judicial reforms

http://www.whitingdentalarts.com
mailto:lois@jewishjournal.org
mailto:nancy@jewishjournal.org
http://www.jewishjournal.org
http://www.jccns.org


The ceremony was held less than 
a week before St. Patrick’s Day, and 
the same day that a feature film 
about Ireland, “The Banshees of 
Inisherin,” was up for multiple Acad-
emy Award nominations, including 
Best Picture.

Sunday’s event in Malden had 
plenty of real-life drama, center-
ing on a serendipitous connection 
between Malden and Cork.

The roots of the relationship can 
be traced to the former rabbi of 
AA-EI, David Kudan, who is cur-
rently the spiritual leader of Temple 
Ahavat Achim in Gloucester, and 

his wife, Suffolk University professor  
Barbara Abrams.

Abrams’ parents bought a house 
in Ireland and have had a longtime 
presence there. This led to the Kudans 
connecting with the Cork Jewish 
Community, which encompasses six 
southern counties in Ireland.

“[Barbara] is a very important 
part of the story,” Rabbi Kudan said. 
“She’s why we are all here.”

“I firmly believe that within our 
own communities, people appear 
just by accident,” Spiegel said, “with 
just the right connections and skills.” 
She added, “I would not be surprised 
if it’s one of the special survival skills 
we have developed as a people.”

According to an article in the 
Irish Times, the first Jews in Cork  
were Sephardim who came in the 
18th century. As Spiegel explained 
in an address to the Malden congre-
gation, the Cork Jewish community 
was built by Lithuanian immigrants 
who arrived from Russia in the 19th 
century, escaping the antisemitism of 
the tsar’s policies. Male immigrants 
often became delivery salesmen, but 
their children entered white-collar 
professions such as the law, medicine 
and politics. 

Spiegel said that while there was a 
boycott targeting the Jewish commu-
nity of Limerick in 1904, for the most 
part, Jews in Ireland have found 
acceptance from the broader com-
munity. A synagogue in Cork began 
operating in 1905. By the mid-20th 
century, there were 5,000 Jews living 
in Ireland. 

It also had several prominent Jew-
ish politicians – going back to Wil-
liam Annyas, who was elected mayor 

of Youghal, County Cork in 1555. In 
the 20th century, Robert Briscoe, and 
his son, Benny, were elected mayor 
of Dublin; and Gerald Goldberg was 
elected Lord Mayor of Cork.

In recent decades the Jewish com-
munity in Cork has seen its numbers 
dwindle, and in 2016 its historic syn-
agogue was sold to the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, according to the 
Irish Times.

Spiegel credited a group of Jewish 
women in Cork with reintroducing 
communal worship in the city. The 
meetings were held online during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but the 
community brought back in-person 
gatherings last year, with a service 
in a Quaker meetinghouse. Kudan 
officiated at several ceremonies. Now 
the community gathers for monthly 
Saturday morning services and festi-
vals. Throughout, there was one cru-
cial element the community lacked: 
a Torah.

“We thought it would take years 
of fundraising,” Spiegel said. “We 
were hoping for the right connec-
tion.”

Instead, the connection hap-
pened much sooner than expect-
ed. As Spiegel explained, Barbara 
Weiner, a member of the presidium 
of AA-EI, informed Rabbi Kudan 
that the Malden congregation had a 
surplus of Torahs. An offer of a scroll 
was made last October, during the 
High Holidays.

Kudan called the gift “an expres-
sion of faith,” which allowed the 
community to be reborn.  

Spiegel flew from the U.K. to Bos-
ton last Wednesday and left early 
this week. 

Noting the Irish heritage within 
the Boston area, Spiegel said, “I’m 
kind of sad that I’ll miss St. Pat-
rick’s Day [here]. I’ve never seen St. 
Patrick’s Day in-person in Boston. 

I know it’s a really big festival. I 
couldn’t stay any longer.”

Yet the relationship, and recog-
nition, will continue: An inaugu-
ration ceremony for the Torah is 
planned for Aug. 17 in Cork, with 
Rabbi Kudan set to officiate and 

representatives from the English and 
Dutch Jewish communities expected 
as well.

“We hope this will be the start 
of a long-lasting friendship between 
this community and ours,” Spiegel 
said.  Θ
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By YUVAL NOAH HARARI

TEL AVIV – We are in the midst of 
a historical hurricane. This hurri-
cane stirs in us not anger or hatred 
– but fear. We’re anxious, we don’t 
sleep at night, we are simply terri-
fied. And this is perfectly OK. There 
are moments in history when fear 
is the most sane reaction. There are 
moments in history when fear is 
necessary to propel us to action.

Today we have an excellent 
reason to be afraid, and we have 
an excellent reason to act. Don’t 
let anybody fool you: What this 
government is carrying out is not 
a judicial reform, it is an anti-dem-
ocratic coup. This is exactly what a 
coup looks like.

Coups are not always carried 
out with tanks in the streets. Many 
coups in history were carried out 
behind closed doors with pens and 
papers, and by the time people 
understood the meaning of what 
was written in those papers – it was 
too late to resist.

History is full of dictatorships 
established by people who first 
came to power through legal 
means. It’s the oldest trick in the 
book: first you use the law to gain 
power, then you use your power 
to distort the law. When examined 
together, the laws this government 
is currently legislating have one 
simple meaning (and you don’t 
need a Ph.D. in law to get it): If 
these laws are passed, the govern-
ment will have the power to com-
pletely destroy our freedom.

Sixty-one members of the Knes-
set [the Israeli parliament, with 120 
members] could pass any racist, 
oppressive and anti-democratic 
law they think of; 61 members 
of Knesset could also change the 
electoral system, to stop us from 
replacing the regime. When we ask 
the leaders of this coup what will 
keep the power of the government 
in check under the new regime, 
and what will protect basic human 
rights, they only have one answer: 
“trust us.”

Prime Minister Netanyahu, Jus-
tice Minister Levin, MK Rothman, 
chair of the constitution commit-
tee, we do not trust you! You’re 
tearing to shreds the contract that 
has somehow held our society 

together for 75 years, and then you 
expect us to trust you?

We don’t trust you, because we 
know very well what you want. You 
want unlimited power. You want to 
shut us up and to tell us how to live, 
what to eat, what to wear, what to 
think and even who to love.

But you don’t understand who 
you’re dealing with. Israelis are 
not good raw material for making 
slaves [The enslavement of the 
ancient Hebrews is a core part of 
Jewish holy texts, remembered 
especially at the festival of Pass-
over]. We Israelis are stubborn, 
we’re free-spirited, and nobody has 
ever managed to shut us up. We 
will not allow you to turn Israel 
into a dictatorship.

So what will happen over the 
coming weeks?

They will go on trying to pass 
their dictatorial laws. They will also 
go on calling us “anarchists” and 
“traitors,” and exploiting or even 
initiating extreme events in order 
to suppress the resistance. On our 
side, we will continue to protest, 
and to make sure that the Supreme 
Court judges have both the popu-
lar backing and the determination 
to strike down these dictatorial 
laws.

And what if the government 
refuses to accept the ruling of the 
Supreme Court? Then we enter 
a constitutional crisis. A constitu-
tional crisis in uncharted territory, 
devoid of clear rules and laws. Who 
will the police take orders from – 
the government or the court? Who 
will the Shin Bet and the Mossad 

take orders from? Who will the Isra-
el Defense Forces (IDF) obey? And 
the most important question of all 
– what will the citizens do?

The opinion polls are clear:  
A large majority of Israelis oppose 
what this government is doing. 
But polls don’t stop dictatorships. 
History teaches us that the last and 
most important line of defense 
in every democracy is you, the 
citizens.

Democracy is a deal, according 
to which citizens must respect the 
government’s decisions, on the con-
dition that the government respects 
the basic liberties of the citizens. 
When one side breaks the deal, the 
other side doesn’t have to go on 
fulfilling its part. 

When a government tries to 
establish a dictatorship, citizens are 
allowed to resist.

This is a historical test for the 
citizens of Israel, and if we fail it, we 
will not be given a second chance. 
We must raise our heads now – or 
keep our heads down for the rest of 
our lives. We must raise our voices 
now – or keep our mouths shut for 
the rest of our lives. This is the time 
to protest, to shout – and also to 
stand still.

For example, as a university 
professor, I hope that as long as 
this anti-democratic coup goes 
on, all academic establishments in 
Israel will go on strike. We must, 
of course, continue to support our 
students in these troubled times, 
but this is the moment to halt all 
regular courses, and teach only 
about democracy, human rights 
and freedom.

If some of us find it difficult to 
go on an official strike, I am con-
vinced that as Israelis, we will find 
creative ways to drag our feet and 
to ignore orders. Each one of us can 
throw a little wrench in the gears of 
the anti-democratic coup.

Finally, as a typical Israeli, since I 
was given the microphone, I would 
like to take this opportunity to send 
some personal messages. To Esther 
Hayut, chief justice of the Supreme 
Court, and to Gali Baharav-Miara, 
the attorney general, you have been 
entrusted with one of the most dif-
ficult and most important missions 
in the history of Israel. This is a 

huge responsibility, but also a big 
privilege. This is your moment to 
make history. 

Don’t hesitate and don’t back 
down: protect our freedom.

To President Herzog and to the 
heads of the opposition parties – 
safeguard our freedom, and don’t 
compromise on it. When a tiger 
comes to devour us, we cannot 
negotiate a compromise whereby 
the tiger will only eat half of our 
body. To reserve IDF soldiers who 
are considering what they can do – 
don’t serve dictators! Your contract 
is with Israeli democracy, not with 
its undertakers.

To the IDF, the Shin Bet, the 
Mossad, and the Israeli police – if 
the moment of truth comes, make 
the right choice. Go down in histo-
ry as the protectors of the citizens 

– not as the servants of despots.
To all the demonstrators and to 

dozens of other protests through-
out Israel – I just want to say I love 
you.

And last but not least, I want to 
convey a clear message from all of 
us to Netanyahu, Levin, Rothman 
and their colleagues – true, you 
have 64 fingers in the Knesset, but 
that doesn’t mean you’re allowed 
to shove these fingers anywhere 
you like. Keep your hands off our 
freedom.

Stop the coup – or we will stop 
the country.  Θ

Yuval Noah Harari is a historian and 
the author of “Sapiens,” “Homo Deus” 
and “Unstoppable Us.” This is an 
excerpt from a speech he gave in Tel 
Aviv this month. 
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American Jews must support a democratic Israel

T
HOUSANDS OF MILES away 
from the weekly protests against 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s proposed judicial 
reforms, American Jews are in 

a quandary as they watch and read about 
the hundreds of thousands of Israelis 
who have taken to the streets weekly to 
protest the prime minister’s vision for 
Israel. In a matter of a few months, Israel 
has gone from a largely stable democracy 
to a country that is on the edge of a 
dictatorship. 

Netanyahu, who is now in his 15th year 
as prime minister, has not always been 
seen by Americans as the most popular 
leader of Israel. His brash, and sometimes 
haughty lectures to American presidents 
about Israel and the Middle East were not 
always received enthusiastically. Still, he 
was deeply respected for steering Israel 
through rough economic and security 

times, and for being a dependable ally that 
America could count on in the region. 

But in recent years, Israelis have 
grown tired of his thirst to accumulate 
power. And part of it can be traced to 
Netanyahu’s influence over the electorate 
and pushing the country to the right. He 
was a constant critic of the late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who, after signing 
a peace treaty with Yasser Arafat and the 
Palestinians, presided over a country that 
was regularly under attack by Palestinian 
suicide bombers. 

After Rabin was assassinated in 1995, 
and the peace talks at Camp David failed 
in 2000, the Israeli left began to move 
to the center and right. Most Israelis 
no longer believed they could ever live 
side-by-side with the Palestinians, and the 
Palestinians had no desire to negotiate a 
two-state settlement. Netanyahu rode this 
sentiment to multiple terms.  

Yet he began to alienate many former 
political allies, which has led to five 
elections since 2019. In 2021, Naftali 
Bennett – a former Netanyahu protégé 
– became prime minister. Meanwhile, 
Netanyahu grew more reclusive from the 
public – he has not held a press conference 
in years, and does not publicly debate his 
opponents while running for office. He is 
now on trial for bribery, fraud and breach 
of trust charges.  

His current coalition, which includes 
three ultra-religious leaders who have 
been arrested several times, now seeks to 
gut Israel’s Supreme Court by allowing 
the Knesset to override court decisions. 
The move to reform the court has been so 
swift there has been no time for national 
debate. Seeking a voice, Israelis – most 
of them politically moderate, and even 
center-right – have protested in the streets 
in order to protect Israel’s highest court. 

Since Israel’s form of government is 
different from America’s, U.S. Jews have 
to wade deep into Israel’s background 
to understand the current climate. Polls 
show that the proposed reforms have been 
widely rejected by much of the electorate. 
In recent weeks, Israel’s top economic 
advisers and a slew of American Jewish 
economists have warned that the judicial 
reforms could have a devastating impact 
on Israel’s economy. And the dissent has 
spread to the military, where pilots, former 
generals and even top security agents in 
the Mossad and Shin Bet have warned 
against implementing the reforms. 

Through good and bad times, 
American Jews have supported Israel. 
And we can continue to support Israel 
by insisting that it remain a democracy, 
where the balance of power must be 
checked by a court of law – not a group of 
politicians.  Θ

We will not allow a dictatorship in Israel

Yuval Noah Harari
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I
T IS TEMPTING to say that this 
moment – angry demonstrations in 
Israeli streets, bitter debates about dem-
ocratic values, persistent conflict with 
Palestinians – is one of those times when 

American Jews’ sentiments toward Israel are 
being tested again. But in truth, there has 
never before been a moment like this.

A time when an Israeli prime minister 
returned to office amid scandal. When the 
architecture and independence of the Israeli 
judicial system is under threat. When ele-
ments of military reserve units are hesitant to 
conduct drills. When the American presi-
dent expresses deep disapproval of perhaps 
the U.S.’s closest overseas ally. When liberal 
American Jews look askance at the power 
of the ultra-Orthodox in Israeli society and 
politics. When wide swaths of American 
Jewry worry that the democratic ideals that 
the United States and Israel have shared for 
three-quarters of a century are in jeopardy. 
All this during continuing conflict with the 
Palestinians. 

“For sure, this is a peculiarly difficult 
period,” Martin Indyk, a former American 
ambassador to Israel, said in an interview. 
“This moment brings tension for the vast 
majority of American Jews who are commit-
ted to democratic values and who support 
Israel in part because of that and are now 
face-to-face with an Israeli government that is 
not committed to those democratic values.”

This – the combination of all these factors, 
a perfect storm of strain – has prompted 
enormous unease among American Jews, 
who are generally reluctant to be critical of 
Israel. And yet this winter many of them are 
saying that they cannot abide what is happen-
ing in the Jewish state. 

But “the fire bell in the night” – the phrase 
can be attributed to Thomas Jefferson who, 
during the 1820 negotiations over the Missouri 
Compromise, said that the sectional tensions 
over slavery “awakened and filled me with 
terror” – was an essay this month in The New 
York Times by high-tech entrepreneur and for-
mer New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
Until this moment, Bloomberg was an enthu-
siastic political and financial backer of Israel.

He wrote, “My love for Israel, my respect 
for its people, and my concern about its 
future are now leading me to speak out 
against the current government’s attempt to 
effectively abolish the nation’s independent 
judiciary.” His article bore an ominous title: 
“Israel Is Courting Disaster.”

There have been frosty times before in 
this vital relationship, some in recent years, 
especially during the Barack Obama presi-
dency. But seldom if ever have American Jews 
worried about the issue that – aside from Isra-
el’s role as a refuge for Jews – most intimately 
ties the two countries’ democratic values. And 
seldom if ever have leading figures in the 
relationship stated, as Indyk did, that “These 
guys are fascists and they are pressing a fascist 
agenda.”

It will take a lot to destroy the relationship 
between American Jews and Israel, but events 
in the last few months have fractured those 
ties.

“At the core of American Jews’ relation-
ship with Israel was the notion of shared 
values and shared interests,” said Mara Rud-
man, a former Clinton and Obama national 
security official who now is executive vice 
president for policy at the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, a nonpartisan think tank. “A key 
value for many Jewish Americans was Israel 
as a democracy … yes, a homeland for the 
Jewish people but a homeland for the Jewish 
people that was also a democracy. The basic 
tenants of a democracy are not only majority 
rule but also how you safeguard the rights of 
minorities. And the role of courts is critical to 
that in democracies.”

As Americans warily prepare to join 
Israelis in celebrating the 75th anniversary 
of the Jewish state’s independence, the level 
of financial aid that Jews in the United States 

have provided since 1948 may be in jeopardy.
The trends are worrisome. American Jews 

provided $2.9 billion in support of various 
Israeli interests in 2015, according to the Isra-
el Central Bureau of Statistics. But the rate of 
growth has slowed substantially, according to 
a Brandeis University study.

“While reflective support for Israel has 
long been a touchstone among American 
views,” according to a 2020 report in the 
respected journal Inside Philanthropy, “this 
has become a more polarizing issue in recent 
years amid rising disenchantment with that 
country’s political direction and treatment of 
the Palestinians.”

The gravest danger is among the rising 
generation of American Jews, whose narra-
tive about Israel lacks the inspiring spirit of 
Jewish pioneers in the Holy Land and whose 
views, at least in part, have been shaped by 
the BDS (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions) 

movement that they almost certainly have 
encountered on college campuses.

“Periodically, it is said that American Jews 
are becoming increasingly detached from 
Israel,” Chaim I. Waxman, the founding chair 
of the Department of Behavioral Sciences 
al Hadassah Academic College in Jerusalem, 
wrote in the Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs 
late last year.

The question is whether this represents a 
fundamental change in American Jews’ views 
of Israel. 

“It really depends on how things fall out,” 
said Brian Katulis, vice president of policy at 
the nonpartisan Washington-based Middle 
East Institute, the oldest American think tank 
focused on the region. “The main is the fight 
for democracy. American Jews can voice their 
opinions but they will not determine the 
outcome. They are largely spectators but their 
voices do matter, and the actions they take do 

have an influence.”
Indyk sees a silver lining, though it must 

be said it’s a frayed garment, one that is 
substantially different from the one that for 
generations has provided warmth for both 
sides of the relationship. 

“I believe it will lead to a much more 
mature relationship between the American 
Jewish community and Israel,” he said. “It 
has been an immature relationship because 
we have not been allowed to say what we 
think as a community. As a result of this, we 
will find our voice and our relationship with 
Israel will be a more favorable one.” Θ

David M. Shribman, who won a Pulitzer  
Prize as Washington bureau chief of the  
Boston Globe, is executive editor emeritus of  
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and teaches at  
Carnegie Mellon University and McGill  
University.

ISRAEL GPO 

Former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg in happier times with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Each week, hundreds of thousands of Israelis attend protests against Netanyahu’s proposed judicial reforms. 

American Jews watch warily as Israeli 
democracy waivers
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By SYBIL KAPLAN
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT  

W
HILE CLEANING OUT file 
drawers, I discovered an array 
of articles I had saved on how 
Passover is celebrated around 
the world with special foods. 

Here are some of the fascinating customs.

Afghanistan
Haroset may contain walnuts, hazelnuts, 

almonds, pomegranates, apples, sweet wine 
and black pepper. Seder meal begins with 
arak-like liqueur, hard-boiled eggs, fruit, 
cucumbers, fried fish, cold omelet, lettuce and 
potato pancakes. Main course is meat soup 
with vegetables then fruit and nuts. The seder 
in Afghanistan was conducted with people 
sitting on carpets. 

Belgium
Sedarim were communal in small towns, 

conducted Orthodox, with chicken and meat 
killed kosher. Live carp swam in the bathtub 
until readying for gefilte fish. 

China
Women of the Jewish neighborhood baked 

matza before Passover. Passover candy, called 
pasla, was made of minced prunes, boiled in 
honey with nuts dropped in. When it began 
to harden, it was rolled up with nuts on the 
inside and outside and sliced. 

Egypt
Haroset is made with raisins and dates or 

figs mixed with wine and chopped walnuts. 
Raisins were also used to make wine. Fish with 
lemon sauce, casserole meat and matzah, meat 
and leek patties. Jews of Egyptian descent 
wrap the matzot in a sack-like package which 
is passed to each member of the seder. While 
each member holds the sack in turn, the other 
attendees ask him in Arabic – “where are you 
coming from?” to which he replies, “from 

Egypt.” “What are you carrying?” “Matzot.” 
“Where are you going?” “Jerusalem.”

Ethiopia
Everyone made their own matza consist-

ing of wheat or legume flour, water and salt, 
baked in very thin slices and eaten almost 
immediately to void the remotest possibil-
ity of leavening. They also interpreted the 
Hebrew word, hametz, to rise or leaven to 
mean kept or not fresh so they would only eat 
fresh produce, fresh milk and freshly slaugh-
tered meat.

Since the Ethiopian Jewish community 
– believed to be either descendants of the 
Israelite tribe of Dan or progeny of King 
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba – practiced 
a pre-Talmudic form of Judaism, the Ethiopi-
an seder was a less structured affair with an 
informal, festival air, more like a springtime 
celebration. Events were focused on those of 
the Torah – the slaughtering of the paschal 
lamb, 10 plagues and Exodus itself. Since arriv-
ing in Israel, many families recount their own 
exodus from Ethiopia as part of the seder.

Germany
Men wore kittles for the seder. Sauerkraut 

was part of the meal along with kloesse, a dish 
made of soaked matza, eggs and fried onions, 
made into a big ball and cooked in boiling 
water. This was eaten in place of potatoes, 
topped with brisket gravy.

Greece
Roast leg of lamb strongly flavored with 

garlic; lamb pie with lamb heart, liver, lungs, 
kidney and intestines inside; lamb stew with 
artichokes, served with an egg and lemon 
sauce are popular seder dishes.        

Iran
The youngest member of the family 

conducts the seder. When the plagues are 
mentioned, a pinch of salt is added to the 

wine. During “Dayenu,” long-stemmed onions 
are put together in a bunch and one person 
whips the person next to him and then passes 
on the bunch of onions until it makes its way 
around the table. The seder is conducted by 
the youngest member. Often family members 
act out the Exodus, sometimes in costumes.

Italy
Squares of matza, soaked in capon broth, 

browned in goose fat and baked in alternating 
layers with cooked greens or poultry giblets 
was a seder favorite. In Venice, the squares 
were cooked in a pan with legumes such as 
peas, fava beans or lentils. Passover pasta in 
broth, boiled meat with goose salami, salad 
and marzipan dessert or matza meal dessert 
and quince preserves were part of the Urbino 
seder. Haroset with boiled chestnuts were 
used in charoset in northern Italy. Venice was 
famous for unleavened cakes in the shape 
of snakes, unleavened cakes stuffed with 
marzipan and doughnut-shaped cakes rolled 
in sugar and cinnamon. Tuscan Jews make 
matza and egg thick cakes; Ferrara Jews made 
matza fritters with egg, honey, cinnamon, 
candied citron, pine nuts and raisins. Rome 
Jews made lemon sorbet, almond cookies and 
wet matza, squeezed dry and fried in olive oil 
then served with pine nuts, raisins and heated 
honey.

One other unusual Italian dish is rib chops 
from baby lambs and ground chicken or 
ground beef meatballs. 

The table is adorned with long-stemmed 
green onions. During the chorus of “dayenu,” 
everyone picks up their onion and whips the 
wrist of someone adjacent to them. This is 
meant to represent the sounds of whips of the 
slave masters in Egypt. 

Morocco
Matzah is handmade, placed in ovens and 

allowed to cook for only five minutes. Lamb 
is made in the tagines as long-simmered 

stew; tagine with lamb and almonds, prunes, 
saffron, cinnamon, ginger and honey is also a 
Passover mainstay as well as lamb and truffles.

Moroccan Jews hold the seder plate which 
contains all the different foods to be eaten 
later over each person’s head while the others 
recited in Arabic, “Just as G-d took us out of 
Egypt and split the sea for us, so may he save 
us today.”

Based in Kabbala, they divide the soft 
doughy matza they eat into the shapes of the 
Hebrew letters dalet and vav; dalet stands for 
doorposts of Israel that G-d watched over and 
vav as a representative of G-d’s name.

Netherlands
Prior to a seder meal, a dish of sauerkraut 

or chard mashed with potatoes and accompa-
nied by cold corned beef was served. For seder, 
matza balls in soup and roast meat or chicken 
was served. Haroset was nuts, raisins, apples, 
sweet wine, cinnamon and sugar.  A second 
seder meal was dairy with matza, butter, 
cheese, sometimes fish cakes, coffee and cake 
of ground nuts or mashed potatoes. Matza 
pancakes with applesauce or pareve lemon 
cram was also served. Tongue with meatballs 
was also served during Passover.

Tunisia
Lamb stew with leeks, spinach, peas, fennel, 

carrots, artichokes, turnips, cabbage, celery, 
potatoes and zucchini are flavored with cin-
namon, nutmeg, allspice, salt, pepper, cilantro, 
dill and mint for Passover.

Yemen
The entire table is made into one big seder 

plate with a border of parsley leaves all along 
the edges. Their matza resembles pita because 
they believe as long as the dough is continu-
ously kneaded it will not turn into hametz.  Θ

Sybil Kaplan is a Jerusalem-based journalist, 
book reviewer, food writer and author.

Passover customs and foods around the world

http://www.evansnewyorkstyledeli.com
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What food is an essential compo-
nent of the traditional wedding 
dinner in southern Germany and 
served with cooked beef?

It is also used as salad served 
with lamb dishes at Easter in 
Transylvania and other Romanian 
regions. In Serbia, it is an essential 
condiment with cooked meat and 
freshly roasted suckling pig. In 
Slovenia, it is a traditional Easter 
dish, grated and mixed with sour 
cream, hard-boiled eggs or apples.  
In southern Italy, it is a main course 
with eggs, cheese and sausage.

It is probably indigenous to East-
ern Europe but has been cultivated 
since antiquity and was known in 
Egypt in 1500 BCE.

If I give you the final hint, you 
will know immediately. According 
to the Haggadah, we are to eat it to 
symbolize the bitterness of slavery 
in Egypt. “And they embittered 
their lives with hard labor, with 
mortar and with bricks and with 
all manor of labor in the field; any 
labor that they made them do was 
with hard labor.” (Exodus 1:14)

Maror is one of the foods on the 
seder plate which we bless then dip 
into haroset to symbolize the mor-
tar which the Israelites used to bind 
the bricks. Shaking off the haroset, 
we eat the minimum amount of 
maror, the volume of an olive.

Yes, horseradish. The English of 
the 1590s coined the word com-
bining horse, meaning coarse or 
strong, and the word radish. 

According to John Cooper in 
“Eat and Be Satisfied – A Social His-
tory of Jewish food,” the Mishnah 
enumerated five vegetables that 
could be utilized as the bitter herb 
for the Seder service, all of which 
should have leaves. The five are: 
chazeret, ilshin, tamcha, charchavina, 
and maror. 

Chazeret refers to lettuce; ulshin 
is either endive or chicory or both; 
tamcha was a leafy, dull green herb 
also known as horehound, which 
has none of the Talmudic charac-
teristics and is used in cough med-
icine and liqueur; charchavina was 
either field eryngo or sea eryngo. 
Maror may be wormwood or a this-
tle. Sephardim interpret chazeret as 
Romaine lettuce. 

Rabbi Alexander Suslin of 
Frankfurt, who died in 1394, was 
the first authority to permit the 
use of horseradish, where lettuce 
was not available, although this 
vegetable was primarily a fleshy 
root that did not strictly conform 
with the halachic requirement of 
eating leaves. The Talmud also says, 
besides leaves, maror should have 
latex sap and dull green foliage, 
neither of which is in horseradish. 
The medieval German rabbinic 
authorities appear to have iden-
tified horseradish incorrectly, 
Merretich in German with merirta, 
the Aramaic form of maror, the 
Hebrew for bitter.

Prior to this, according to Gil 
Marks in the “Encyclopedia of 
Jewish Food,” Eliezer ben Nathan 
of Mainz who lived from 1090 to 
1170, mentions chrain to make 
charoset. Rabbi Eleazar ben Judah 
of Worms in “Sefer ha-Rokeach” 
(published around 1200) included 
it in his charoset ingredients

Germans used whole pieces of 
horseradish for maror while Eastern 
Europeans grated it.

It was not until Rabbi Yom Tov 
Lipman Ben Nathan Heller (1579-
1654) of Moravia, in his commen-
tary on the Mishnah, considered 
it to be one mentioned in the 
Talmud, tamchah.

In Central and Eastern Europe 
it is called khren, which is also Yid-
dish. Red horseradish is mixed with 
red beet root and white khren con-
tains no beet. In Hebrew, it is called 
chazeret, which is on the Talmudic 
list of accepted types of maror.

Horseradish is actually a root 
vegetable in the same family as 
mustard, wasabi, broccoli and 
cabbage.

This plant can grow to 5 feet 
high and is cultivated for its root, 
which has hardly any aroma. 
When the root is cut or grated, 
cells break down and produce an 
oil which irritates the nose and 
eyes.

German immigrants in the late 
1800s began growing it in Col-
linsville, ILL., a Mississippi River 
basin area adjacent to St. Louis. The 
self-proclaimed horseradish capital 
of the world has been hosting the 
Horseradish Festival since 1988, 
since this is where most of the 
world’s supply is grown. Six million 
gallons are produced here annually.

The first American Jewish 
cookbook, published as “Jewish 
Cookery” in 1871, included a recipe 
for “Horseradish Stew.” When “The 
Settlement Cookbook” was pub-
lished in 1901, “Horseradish Sauce” 
and “Beer and Horseradish Relish” 
were included.

H.J. Heinz first processed and 
bottled horseradish in 1869. In 
1932, Hyman Gold and his wife, 
Tillie, processed and bottled horse-
radish in their Brooklyn apartment. 
Today, Gold’s and other private 
labels produce 90,000 bottles a day 
of the classic plain and grated beet 
horseradish without sugar.

My late husband liked to tell the 
story of coming home from school 
one day before Passover, at the age 
of eight, and going into the kitchen 
where his grandmother was grating 
the horseradish. She would make 
horseradish almost every week. He 
jumped up on a chair, took one 
big whiff and fell over backwards! 
Thank goodness his father was in 
the room and caught him.  

Think about some of this history 
when you take a piece of horserad-
ish for the blessing over maror this 
Passover or place some on your 
gefilte fish. Θ

Sybil Kaplan is a Jerusalem-based 
journalist.

PASSOVER PRICE BUSTERS

LARRY LEVINE’S
KOSHER MEATS & DELI

474 Lowell Street (Lowe Mart Shopping Ctr.), Peabody
www.levineskoshermkt.com • (978) 535-6449 • FAX (978) 535-6816

Under the strict supervision of the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of MA

Also Available

From TEVYA’S KITCHEN
• Roast Chickens  • Roast Turkeys
• Roast Brisket & Gravy • Potato and Farfel Kugel
• Meat Carrot Tzimmes • Chopped Liver
• Chopped Herring • Chicken Soup w/Matzo Balls
• Kishke  • Knishes
• Sweet & Sour Meatballs • Charoset
• Seder Plates  …and much more

Complete

SEDER DINNERS
includes: 
 • Roast Chicken 
• Potato or Farfel Kugel
• Meat Carrot Tzimmes
• Chicken Soup w/Matzo Balls
•  Gefilte Fish & Horseradish  

or Chopped Liver

$34.95  
per person

minimum 10

Brisket also available 
$36.95 per person

SPECIAL

Whole  
Beef Brisket

14 lb avg.

$10.99 lb. 

Chicken 
Legs

$3.79 lb.  

Shoulder
Roast

$10.99 lb.

LARRY LEVINE'S KOSHER MARKET AND DELI AND CATERING BY TEVYA  
ANNOUNCE KOSHER FOR PASSOVER MEALS TO GO

Lean
Flanken

$10.99 lb.  

Chicken  
Tenders
$8.99 lb.

Potato or 
Farfel Kugels

$9.99 ea.

We want to announce TEVYA’S KOSHER FOR PASSOVER BAKERY! 
Fresh baked in store Brownies, Cakes, Muffins,  

Macaroons, Waffles and much more!

A history of horseradish

To our Advertisers!To our Advertisers!

Jewish Journal will print Passover Greeting edition on April 6. Jewish Journal will print Passover Greeting edition on April 6. 

Reserve space for your greeting message before March 28th deadline. Reserve space for your greeting message before March 28th deadline. 

Call your account rep today!Call your account rep today!

http://www.levineskoshermkt.com
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7 Bessom Street ~ Marblehead, MA ~ 781.990.1220 ~ www.mariasgourmetmarblehead.com

HAPPY PASSOVER! “FROM LARGE TO SMALL, WE DO IT ALL”

COME IN AND LET’S PLAN  
YOUR HOLIDAY PASSOVER SEDER!

Chicken Soup  ✿  Matzo Balls
Brisket  ✿  Chicken  ✿  Tzimmes

✿  Fruit Platters
Etc, Etc, Etc!!!

By SYBIL KAPLAN
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT   

WE SING them very year, 
but do we ever wonder: 
where did the Passover 

songs originate?

Chad Gadya
Chad Gadya or “one little goat” 

is a playful cumulative song in 
Aramaic and Hebrew, sung at the 
end of the Passover seder.

According to Wikipedia, the 
melody may have its roots in Medi-
eval German folk music. It first 
appeared in a Haggadah printed in 
Prague in 1590, which makes it the 
most recent inclusion in the tradi-
tional Passover seder liturgy. 

The Haggadah was a project that 
was initiated by the Anshei Knes-
set Hagedola, the members of the 
“Great Assembly” – the supreme 
council of sages that ruled during 
Temple times in Jerusalem. They 
were the first to compile and 
canonize many of the texts that we 
have today. The Haggadah, however, 
was only started during that era but 
it was not completed until much 
later.

Chad Gadya only found its way 
into the Haggadah at a much later 
time. This is because Chad Gadya 
was written in Aramaic (not in 
Hebrew!), which was the vernac-
ular of the Jews of Babylon. The 
slaughterer, the Angel of death and 
the Holy one, blessed be he are in 
Hebrew.

 Some suggest that Chad Gadya 
was written by Rabbi Eliezer 
Rokeach (12th century). According 
to some modern Jewish commen-
tators, the song may be symbolic. 
One interpretation is that Chad 
Gadya is about the different nations 
that have conquered the Land 
of Israel: The kid symbolizes the 
Jewish people, the cat, Assyria; the 
dog, Babylon; the stick, Persia; the 
fire, Macedonia; the water, Roman 
Empire; the ox, the Saracens; the 
slaughterer, the Crusaders; the 
angel of death, the Turks. At the 
end, God returns to send the Jews 
back to Israel. The recurring refrain 
of two zuzim is a reference to the 
two stone tablets given to Moses on 
Mount Sinai (or refer to Moses and 
Aaron). 

Versions of the song exist in 
Ladino (Un cavritico), Judaeo-Italian 
and Judaeo-Arabic. 

Avadim Hayinu
We know that the Avadim Hay-

inu (“We Were Slaves”) section was 
written by Rabbi Eliezer Hagadol 
(2nd century). It is an introduction 
to the formal narration of the exo-
dus from Egypt, based on the views 
of Samuel (Pes. 116a). Passages of 

unknown origin supplement the 
narration stressing its importance.

Echad Mi Yodea
Echad Mi Yodea is another 

cumulative riddle with versions in 
Hebrew and Yiddish.

According to the Encyclopaedia 
Judaica, this song is first found in 
Ashkenazi Haggadot of the 16th 
century. It is believed to have 
originated in Germany in the 15th 
century, possibly based on a Ger-
man folk song Guter freund ich frage 
dich, which means “Good friend, I 
ask you.”

The song relates the 13 basics of 
Judaism. After relating G-d’s won-
ders and kindness, and the events of 
the Exodus, the song demonstrates 
how everything can and should 
relate to G-d.

Dayenu
“Dayenu” is a Hebrew song, 

traditionally sung during the cele-
bration of Passover. The word itself 
essentially means “It would have 
been enough for us.” Day is the 
Hebrew word for “enough” and the 
suffix enu means “our.” 

This traditional upbeat Passover 
song is over one thousand years 
old. The earliest full text of the song 
occurs in the first medieval Hagga-
dah, which is part of the ninth-cen-
tury Seder Rav Amram.

The song goes through a series 
of gifts believed granted by G-d 
to the Israelites (such as Torah or 
Shabbat), proclaiming that any of 
them alone would have been suf-
ficient, to express greater apprecia-
tion for them as a whole.

It is 15 verses long, sequentially 
recounting each divine interven-
tion in the story of the Exodus. 
After each divine act, the chorus “(if 
G-d had done only this) it would 
have been enough for us” is sung.

Michele Landsberg is a Canadian 
journalist, author, public speaker, 
feminist and social activist.

She wrote “The Women’s 
Dayenu,” which is as follows: 

“If Eve had been created in the 
Image of God and not as a helper 
to Adam, DAYENU

If she had been created as 
Adam’s equal and not been 
considered a temptress, DAYENU

If Lot’s wife had been honored 
for compassion for looking back 
at the fate of her family in Sodom, 
and had not been punished for it, 
DAYENU

If our mothers had been 
honored for their daughters as well 
as for their sons, DAYENU

If our fathers had not pitted our 
mothers against each other, like 
Abraham with Sarah and Hagar, 
or Jacob with Leah and Rachel, 
DAYENU

If the Just Women in Egypt 
who caused our redemption had 
been given sufficient recognition, 
DAYENU

If Miriam were given her seat 
with Moses and Aaron in our 
legacy, DAYENU

If women had written the 
Haggadah and placed our mothers 
where they belong in history, 
DAYENU

If every generation of women 
together with every generation of 
men would continue to go out of 
Egypt, Dayenu.  Θ

Sybil Kaplan is a Jerusalem-based 
journalist.

The origins of 
Passover songs

45 ENON ST.
Beverly • Commodore Plaza

978-927-3120

919 LYNNFIELD ST.
Lynn • Goodwin Circle

781-593-1888

637 LOWELL ST.
Peabody • Big Y Plaza

978-536-7010

Handmade Locally Everyday to Special Days!
Sweet Celebrations,

$10 OFF
Any Order of $60 or More

With coupon only. Not valid with any other offer or discount.  
Valid from 4/12/2022  to 7/1/22

www.ediblearrangements.com

CO
DE: V

P
M

A
0422

Hop into
  a Sweet Surprise

K2_22_EC3

Valid from 3/16/2023 to 7/4/2023

http://www.TBAbeverly.org
http://www.ediblearrangements.com
http://www.mariasgourmetmarblehead.com


By RICH TENORIO
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT

With several successful events already 
under its belt, the newly merged 
North Shore chapter of Hadassah is 
off to a good start.

Officially formed on Jan. 1, the 
chapter has participated in multiple 
in-person gatherings, starting with a 
luncheon at the Sylvan Street Grille 
in Peabody on Jan. 27, followed 
by a “Know Your Heart” event in 
Swampscott last month in recogni-
tion of February as American Heart 
Month. Guest speaker Diane Thaler 
of Stoughton discussed her memoir, 
“Baby Steps,” which is about surviv-
ing a near-fatal heart attack in 2013.

“Our goal is to do some more 
diverse programming,” said co-pres-
ident Judy Dunn. “Now that the 
[COVID-19] pandemic is winding 
down, we’re trying to get people 
involved again.”

“We’re looking forward to a more 
active year,” co-president Barbara 
Sigel said. “Three years of COVID 
really stopped us from meeting 
in person.” Noting that 22 people 
attended the January luncheon, Sigel 
said, “It was a really good start for us.”

The North Shore chapter is the 
result of the merger of Shalom 
Hadassah and the Lynn/Swampscott/ 
Marblehead chapter. Sigel is the 
former president of Peabody-based 
Shalom Hadassah, serving in that 
capacity for over 15 years. Dunn 
is the former president of Lynn/ 
Swampscott/Marblehead, and Sigel 
was its adviser.

“We became really good friends,” 
Sigel said. “We decided it would be a 
really good move for the whole com-
munity to come together.”

The new chapter numbers about 
1,000 members representing commu-
nities across the North Shore, includ-
ing Marblehead, Swampscott, Salem, 
Peabody, Danvers and Winthrop. The 
co-presidents have been involved in 
Hadassah for decades. Sigel credited 
her involvement with instilling confi-

dence in public speaking. Dunn calls 
the organization a forum that has 
helped her address issues she cares 
about, from the Hadassah hospitals 
in Israel to women’s issues in the 
United States. 

Overall, there are 300,000 mem-
bers of Hadassah, also known as the 
Women’s Zionist Organization of 
America. The organization website 
notes that it predates both the found-
ing of the State of Israel and the 
extending of the franchise to women 
in the US. Founded shortly before 
Purim in 1912, the organization was 
named after the Hebrew name of 
Queen Esther, the holiday’s heroine.

According to the Hadassah web-
site, the organization created clinics 
and hospitals in what is now Israel at 
a critical time in world history, coin-
ciding with World War I and its after-
math. Hadassah credits its health care 
efforts in that era with helping stem 
the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic, along 
with combating a maternal mortality 
rate of 50 percent. It also founded 
the Hadassah Medical Organization, 
which currently operates two major 
hospitals in Jerusalem: Ein Kerem 
and Mount Scopus.

Dunn and Sigel have toured 
Hadassah facilities in Israel, including 
hospitals and Youth Aliyah villages. 
Dunn remembers the 12 stained-glass 
windows designed by renowned artist 
Marc Chagall in the Abbell Syna-
gogue at the Hadassah University 
Hospital in Ein Kerem that was dedi-
cated in 1962, a half-century after the 
founding of Hadassah. Sigel recalls 
the Round Building at Ein Kerem, 
begun in 1953 and now an anchor of 
the hospital landscape.

Sigel said that the hospitals are 
“state-of-the-art. During the [Boston] 
Marathon bombing, Hadassah actu-
ally sent some doctors to MGH to 
help treat … some of the victims of 
the terror explosion that took place.”

“The research they do is unbeliev-
able,” said Sigel, whose most recent 
trip to Israel was in November to 

attend the Hadassah National Con-
vention. “They do collaborate with 
the different hospitals around the 
country. They’ve had some of their 
doctors on fellowships come to some 
of the Boston hospitals, including 
MGH.”

The North Shore chapter aims to 
fundraise for the Hadassah hospitals, 
while holding other activities such 
as book groups, study groups, crafts, 
speakers, and social gatherings. Earli-
er this month, the chapter participat-
ed in a Hadassah Shabbat Across the 
Regions event.  Θ 
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4 Lake St., Peabody | 978-535-5335 | www.zuckerfoods.com
Mon. & Tues 7 – 1; Wed. - Fri. 7 – 5; Sun. 9 – 1

non-dairy 
certified 

kosher mk

Fresh baked Pastries packed and ready to go
cookies ~ cakes  ~ pies

We look forward to seeing you with lots of 
delicious baked goods when we return.

Your friends at Zucker’s Bakery 
wishing you a 

We will be closed Thursday, April 6 – 13
and will reopen on Friday, April 14th.

H  A   P   P   Y        P  A   S   S  O  V   E   RH  A   P   P   Y        P  A   S   S  O  V   E   R

617-566-7113   •   1-800-323-7723
410 HARVARD ST.,  BROOKLINE, MA 

Hours: sun-thurs 1100am to 55pm; fri 1100am to 2pm

   

Check Out Our  
Full Line of Passover Items
Seder Plates, Matzo Covers & Plates,  

Wine Cups, Hagadot, Passover Chocolates, 
Cookbooks, Plague Bags, Frogs,  

Children’s Books & Games, Music & More

www.israelbookshop.com
info@israelbookshop.com

Happy Passover from the
ISRAEL BOOK SHOP inc.

Jewish Religious Books & Gifts
“New England’s Judaic Superstore”

Hadassah spreads its wings  
by merging on the North Shore 

JUDY DUNN

Hadassah members at an event last month in Swampscott. 
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Reserve your ad space now! Ad deadline: March 28

Call 978-278-1185 or email lois@jewishjournal.org 
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Epstein Hillel School is a K-8 Jewish day school with an 
interdisciplinary curriculum that fosters critical thinking, 
curiosity, and creativity. Your child has a place at EHS. 

Now accepting transfer applications for the 2023–24 
school year!

M A R B L E H E A D ,  M A  |  E P S T E I N H I L L E L . O R G  |  7 8 1 . 6 3 9 . 2 8 8 0

FRESH START WITH EHS

To learn more about the EHS experience or to 
schedule a tour, please contact Mindee Greenberg  
at mgreenberg@epsteinhillel.org

SUNDAY, MARCH 19
11:00 am   A Women’s Seder:  

Expressions of Freedom

MONDAY, MARCH 20
7:30 pm   Atlantic Ave. Limmud — 

Moses: Facing Mortality 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22
7:30 pm  Intro to Yiddish and Yiddish Music

FRIDAY, MARCH 24
5:00 pm   Bim Bam Shabbat  

for Young Families 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1
10:00 am   Nosh & Drash with  

Natan Margalit, The Torah of  
Nature and The Nature of Torah

THURSDAY, APRIL 6
9:00 am  First Day of Passover Service at CSH 
6:00 pm  Second Night Seder. Open to all.

CHECK OUT OUR OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
www.shirathayam.org  |  781-599-8005   |  CSH@ShiratHayam.org

Registration and all links at ShiratHayam.org  
or call 781-599-8005 for more info.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Join Us For A Musical  
Second Night Passover Seder

Adults .......................................$65
Children ( 5-12) ..................$30
Children (Under 5) ...........Free

https://bit.ly/2ndNightSeder23
Register at:

SHABBAT CANDLE LIGHTING

March 17  6:35 p.m.
March 24  6:43 p.m. 

ONGOING

Babyccino – Winter, Mondays, 10 a.m. Presented by Lappin Foundation. 
Join Babyccino as we explore the elements of the season – snow, frost and fire 
– through music, sensory activities, creative arts and heaps of interactive play. 
Chabad Lubavitch of the North Shore, 44 Burrill St., Swampscott.

Israeli Dance Group At Temple Ner Tamid in Peabody. Tuesday nights 
at 8 p.m. $2 donation. For more information, email: algrnewman@aol.com. 
Temple Ner Tamid, 368 Lowell St., Peabody.

Knitting Knights at the JCCNS, Wednesdays, 7 p.m., in-person at 
the Women’s Health Club and on Zoom. Visit www.jccns.org for link. 4 
Community Road, Marblehead. 

Temple Ahavat Achim Choir, under the direction of Abigale Reisman. 
Rehearsals will be held two Tuesday evenings a month. For more info, email 
stowefolk@comcast.net. 86 Middle St., Gloucester.

Israeli Folk Dancing at the JCCNS. Thursdays, 6 p.m., and Sundays, 8:30 
a.m. Visit www.jccns.org for more info. 4 Community Road, Marblehead. 

Young Family Gym Time at the JCCNS on Sundays. 10:30 a.m. 
Enjoy indoor soft play and equipment. Perfect for infants, toddlers and 
preschoolers. Parents/guardians are required to stay with their children. Free 
for members. $10 for community. 4 Community Road, Marblehead.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19

Women’s Seder: Expressions of 
Freedom, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Hosted 
by the JCCNS and Congregation 
Shirat Hayam. Gather – raise your 
voice – feed your soul – celebrate 
your freedom. Prepare for Passover 
spiritually through artmaking, song, 
meditation and dance. $15. Price 
includes vegetarian brunch from 
Maria’s Cafe. This event is open to any 
self-identified woman connected with 
the Jewish community. Congregation 
Shirat Hayam, 55 Atlantic Ave., 
Swampscott.

Intro to Yiddish & Yiddish Music, 
7:30 p.m., via Zoom.  Hosted by 
Congregation Shirat Hayam. CSH 
member Arnie Glick enjoys creating 
opportunities for people to hear 
Yiddish songs and to learn about 
them. Open to the community. For 
more information and Zoom link, go 
to: https://shirathayam.org/limmud-
adult-learning.

Congregational Shabbat Dinner, 
7:30  p.m. Hosted by Temple Emanuel 
in Andover.  Community is invited to 
join Temple Emanuel for a buffet-
style dinner after the 3rd grade led 
service. Free for Temple members, 
$18/person for those who are not (yet) 
members. RSVP and more info go to: 
https://templeemanuel.net/#calendar. 
7 Haggetts Pond Road, Andover.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21

Israel at 75! An Evening with 
Pnina Lahav, 7 p.m. Presented 
by the JCCNS. An evening with 
Pnina Lahav, author of “The Only 
Woman in the Room: Golda Meir 
and Her Path to Power.” Pnina 
Lahav, Professor of Law, Emerita, 
member of the Elie Wiesel Center for 
Judaic Studies at Boston University, 
will discuss her most recent book. 
Moderated by Shelley Sackett. 
Includes dessert and coffee. To RSVP, 
go to: https://jccns.org/event/israel-
at-75-an-evening-with-pnina-lahav. 4 
Community Road, Marblehead.

SUNDAY, MARCH 26

Hadassah Annual “Not Your 
Bubbe’s Seder,”  2 p.m., Hybrid 
Event. Hosted by Temple Beth 
Shalom in Needham. There will be 
storytellers including bestselling 
author Anita Diamant and Hadassah’s 
National President Rhoda Smolow. 
Virtual ticket $35; in-person ticket 
$55 (includes light bites). Register 
at https://events.hadassah.org/
seder2023 or for more information 

email gseletz@hadassah.org. Temple 
Beth Shalom, 670 Highland Ave., 
Needham.

Ezekiel’s Wheels Klezmer Band, 
3 p.m. Hosted by Temple Emmanuel 
of Wakefield and Congregation 
Beth Israel of the Merrimack Valley. 
Ezekiel’s Wheels Klezmer Band 
Iis an internationally acclaimed 
band that brings passion, virtuosity, 
and contagious energy to every 
performance. $25 with those 6 to 
12 $10,  under 6 free. Reservations 
recommended, call 781-246-2836 or 
go to www.WakefieldTemple.org. 
Temple Emmanuel, 120 Chestnut St., 
Wakefield.

TUESDAY, MARCH 28

Celebrating Carole King, 7:30 
p.m. on Zoom. Presented by Lappin 
Foundation. “Edutainer” Ellen Katz 
will lead us on an entertaining 
and educational exploration of the 
life of the talented Carole King, 
highlighting her contributions 
to the music world. The program 
is free and everyone is welcome. 
For more information, please 
contact Sharon Wyner at swyner@
lappinfoundation.org.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29

Israel at 75! The Art of Israel – A 
Survey of Israeli Art History, 
11 a.m. Presented by Jewish Art 
Education. The Art of Israel surveys 
the history of the land through 
art objects from the building of 
King Solomon’s Temple to the 
catacombs, synagogue mosaics and 
the establishment of the modern 
State of Israel. Free. For Zoom link, 
go to: https://jccns.org/event/israel-at-
75-the-art-of-israel-a-survey-of-israeli-
art-history. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

THURSDAY, MARCH 30

Israel at 75! Moshe Safdie & 
Itzhak Perlman: Highlighting 
Two Eminent Israeli Artists, 1 
p.m. Learn through lecture, film 
excerpts, and discussion. Led by Izzy 
Abrams. –Free for JCCNS members, 
$8 for community. In-person. Light 
refreshments will be served. For 
more information, contact Sara 
Ewing at sewing@jccns.com or visit 
www.jccns.org. 4 Community Road, 
Marblehead.

SUBMIT YOUR EVENTS

calendar@jewishjournal.org
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By JULES BECKER  
JOURNAL CORRESPONDENT 

A sports coach can be more than 
a mentor, and so it goes with Saul 
Slezak. The American basketball 
coach in the 2018 Lauren Yee play 
“The Great Leap” – who describes 
himself as “the least circumcised Jew 
from the Bronx” – dispenses tough 
love as a kind of second father to 
ambitious 17-year-old Chinese-Amer-
ican would-be point guard Man-
ford Lum. Eventually, their men-
tor-protégé relationship and Saul’s 
evolving one with Chinese coach 
Wen Chang will have as much to do 
with this dramedy’s messages about 
friendship and caring as basketball. 
Under Michael Hisamoto’s careful 
direction, the Lyric Stage Company 
of Boston’s area premiere scores a 
theatrical slam dunk.

Inspired by real events and a 
“friendship game” between American 
and Chinese college basketball play-
ers in 1989 Beijing, “The Great Leap” 
begins with a focus on Manford’s 
development as a player for Saul’s 
University of San Francisco team.  
The second act takes the USF team 
to China for the historic match with 
Wen Chang’s Beijing University team. 
While there are significant moments 
of training, practice, and shooting 
throughout the play, Yee (known 
for her “Cambodian Rock Band”) 
also devotes considerable time and 
revealing dialogue to the back stories 
of Saul, Manford, and Wen Chang.

Saul turns out to have been a 
long-haired, beads-wearing sandaled 
hippy – credit Seth Bodie’s period 
costumes – and an unfulfilled player 
himself before becoming a demand-
ing coach. Frustrated by an 8-20 sea-
son and facing possibly being fired, 
he looks to a win in the Beijing 
match for job security. 

With an injured point guard, Saul 
is willing to overlook Manford’s age 

and height (under 6 feet) in favor of 
his free throw accuracy, high energy, 
and agility. He finds the determined 
newcomer lighting up his team. 
Eventually, audiences will learn that 
Manford’s late mother lit up Chinese 
basketball. 

While Saul is outspoken and 
sometimes foul-mouthed, Wen 
Chang comes across early on as 
reserved and careful. Not surprising-
ly, his back story reflects the impact of 
China’s Cultural Revolution. Chang 
observes, “You wanted to be the per-
son three people behind someone.” A 
kind of mentor to Wen in their 1970s 
association, Saul advises him to be a 
strong and decisive coach. Only when 
the American delivers his firing-up 
spiel on arriving in Beijing does he 
caution his players to be relative 
diplomats –  the Tiananmen Square 
protesting notwithstanding.

When Manford becomes lost, that 
diplomacy gives way. Although there 
may be melodramatic moments as 
the game approaches and his partic-
ipation appears to be in doubt, there 
are moving revelations and solid 

insights about family and friendship.  
Barlow Adamson captures Saul’s 

early youthful irreverence and later 
complex demeanor as a mentor. He is 
very convincing as the coach peppers 
his talk with locker room dialogue 
and makes Yiddish references  – par-
ticularly as he contends that the 
‘’whole mishpocha  [family]” will be 
watching the game. 

Tyler Simahk has all of Man-
ford’s intensity and vulnerability. 
His dribbling and ball-handling are 
equally persuasive. Gary Thomas Ng 
catches Wen’s early reticence – espe-
cially about political concerns. He 
effectively moves the coach from 
1971 insecurity to 1989 confidence. 
Jihan Haddad makes Manford’s pro-
tective neighbor properly caring. 
High praise goes to Michael Clark 
Wonson’s nuanced lighting – most 
notably with shadow in evoking the 
basketball grace of Manford’s mother 
and Tiananmen Square protesters.

Throughout Yee’s intriguing play, 
characters speak of having their 
respective turns in life. Thanks to 
Lyric Stage Company’s very affecting 

staging, her play is a double-teamed 
delight. Θ

“The Great Leap” runs through March 
19 at the Lyric Stage Company of 
Boston, 140 Clarendon Street in the 
YWCA building. For tickets, visit www.
lyricstage.com.
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Internationally-acclaimed Ezekiel’s Wheels 
Klezmer Band will perform at Temple Emman-
uel of Wakefield, from 3 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 26. The band brings passion, virtuosity, 
and contagious energy to every performance. 

The Wheels improvise with the intimacy of 
chamber music and the intensity of a rowdy 
dance band. Their engaging contemporary inter-
pretation of Jewish music is irresistible to audi-
ences ranging from elementary school students 
to the judges at the International Jewish Music 
Festival, who heralded them as “a true musical 
democracy.”

The Wheels’ unique style was forged in the 
subway stations and farmers’ markets of Boston, 
where the informal setting and ever-changing 
audience created an ideal environment for 
musical experimentation. 

Over time, their repertoire grew to incorpo-
rate original as well as traditional instrumen-
tal tunes, and in 2017 it further expanded to 
include songs in Yiddish and English. Ezekiel’s 
Wheels features Abigale Reisman (violin, back-
ing vocals), Kirsten Lamb (double bass, lead 
vocals), Nat Seelen (clarinet), and Pete Fanelli 
(trombone).

Tickets: $25 ($10 under 13). Thanks to partial 
support from the Jewish Women’s Endowment 
Fund of the North Shore, Wakefield Arts Coun-
cil, and Congregation Beth Israel of the Merri-
mack Valley. Reservations recommended.Θ

Temple Emmanuel of Wakefield is located at 120 
Chestnut St. Wakefield. For more information 
visit: www.WakefieldTemple.org or call 781-245-
1886.

Ezekiel’s Wheels Klezmer Band to perform in Wakefield

Ezekiel’s Wheels Klezmer Band

PEABODY – The CTeen of Peabody 
is thrilled to announce a fun-filled 
pre-Passover Chocolate Seder event 
for all fifth to eighth graders in the 
area. The event will take place on 
Monday, March 27, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
at Chabad of Peabody, at 682 Lowell 
St., Peabody, MA.

At the event, participants will get 
the chance to connect and social-
ize with other Jewish tweens while 
learning about the upcoming Pass-
over holiday in a fun way. The event 
will include the 15 steps of the Seder 
through the medium of chocolate, 
four chocolate cups of milk, choco-
late s’more sandwich, chocolate Seder 
plate, and more.

“The pre-Passover Chocolate Seder 
is a unique and innovative way for 
young Jewish tweens to learn about 
the holiday while enjoying delicious 
treats,” said Raizel Schusterman, one 
of the organizers of the event.Θ 

For more information about the 
pre-Passover Chocolate Seder or 
CTeen, please contact Raizel at raizel@
jewishpeabody.com or visit their web-
site at www.jewishpeabody.com. 

Pre-Passover 
chocolate seder 
event

‘The Great Leap’ is more than a play about basketball
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Amy R. Saltz, 62, of Marblehead, 
passed on February 26, 2023. After 
surviving a devastating suicide 
attempt during adolescence, Amy 
devoted her life to the quest for heal-
ing and paying it forward with grat-
itude. 

A natural outgrowth of her heal-
ing work was the writing and publish-
ing of the award-winning books, “An 
Essential Song,” “Finding the Song: 
Living After Attempting Suicide,” 
and “The Song Endures: Drumming 
With a Different Beat.” A fourth book 
entitled “The Song’s Resonance” has 
recently been published.

Amy was dedicated to her clients. 
She was also the librarian and a stead-
fast volunteer at Temple Emanu-El. 
She volunteered for many commu-
nity organizations, including Mar-
blehead Counseling Center, Anchor 

To Windward, Marblehead AIDS 
Awareness, and Abbot Public Library. 
She delivered Schwartz Rounds to 
caregivers at local hospitals and pre-
sented seminars to psychologists in 
training at Mass General Brigham 
and to psychiatry residents at Tufts 
Medical Center. 

The most significant elements she 

brought to her volunteer activities 
were inclusion, encouragement and 
joyfulness. Amy’s spirit loved to play, 
deeply connected to music, grooved 
on learning percussion, hands down 
treasured teaching mah jongg, 
immersed in calligraphy, applaud-
ed all kinds of theater/cinema, and 
delighted in taking her many glori-
ous bike rides.

Amy is survived by her immedi-
ate family (Roberta Frost Rosenthal, 
Jimmy Saltz, Lynne Saltz, Ziggy Saltz, 
and Judy, Kyle and Bryce Kowalczyk) 
and her extended family and the fam-
ilies of her deceased former husband 
Leon Wisel and late partner Benja-
min Harsip. She was the daughter of 
the late Robert M. Saltz. Amy forev-
er honors her healers: bereavement 
counselor Judy Seifert, trauma spe-
cialist Sandra Phinney, and physician 
Harvey Zarren.

These words from “The Little 
Prince” had profound meaning for 
Amy during her life: “It is only with 
the heart that one can see rightly; 
what is essential is invisible to the 
eye.” Donations in Amy’s memory 
may be made to Finding the Song: 
Restricted Fund For Suicidal Indi-
viduals or Those In Need c/o Marble-
head Counseling Center, 66 Clifton 
Ave., Marblehead, or to Temple Ema-
nu-El, 393 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead.

Friends and family were invited to 
a virtual memorial service on March 
2, 2023.
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Esther Galpern, age 98, formerly 
of Salem and Marblehead, passed 
away peacefully on February 25, 2023 
in Peabody. She was predeceased by 
her husband of 62 years, Robert Galp-
ern. Born in Bangor, Maine, she was 
the daughter of Samuel and Annie 
Levitt.

Those left to cherish her memo-
ry are her daughter Rhonda, sister-
in-law Sarah, and nieces Heidi and 

Wendy, and a large extended family.
Services and shiva were held pri-

vately.
Contributions in Esther’s memory 

may be made to Marblehead Food 
Pantry, 80 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead, 
MA 01945, and Legacy Lifecare, 240 
Lynnfield St., Peabody, MA 01960. 
Arrangements were handled by Sta-
netsky-Hymanson Memorial Chapel, 
Salem.

Esther Galpern, 98, formerly of Salem  
and Marblehead

Selma Lerner, 92, of Peabody, formerly of Chelsea

Elizabeth Hillman Garon, of Pea-
body, died on March 10, 2023 after a 
nearly two-year battle with cancer. 

She is survived by her children 
Scott (Shari) Hillman of Silver 
Spring, Md., and Roberta (Dar-
rin) Montague of Concord, N.H., 
and their father Richard Hillman; 
grandchildren Ariel, Avraham, Tova, 
Chana, Miriam and Rivka Hillman, 
and Zachary and Harley Montague; 
sister Marilyn Ingham of Henni-
ker, N.H., and nephew Neal Martin. 
Predeceased by husband Raymond 
Garon, whose children, grandchil-
dren, and great-grandchildren were 
very much hers as well, and by dear 
friend Marshall Levy.

Liz was a force of nature who lit 
up every room she entered and made 
friends with everyone she met, but 
her children and grandchildren were 
the center of her life. Her charm, 
thoughtfulness, and card playing 
skills were unmatched.

There was a private graveside ser-

vice. Charitable donations in Liz’s 
memory may be made to Mass Gen-
eral Cancer Center (https://giving.
massgeneral.org/donate/cancer-cen-
ter) or Chelsea Jewish Living (https://
chelseajewish.org/donate/). Arrange-
ments were handled by Levine Cha-
pels, Brookline.

Elizabeth Hillman Garon, of Peabody

Selma Lerner passed peacefully 
at Salem Hospital on February 27, 
2023 at the age of 92. Her parents, 
Joseph and Bertha Halpern, as well 
as her sister Evelyn, welcomed her 
into the world in Holyoke on May 
24, 1930. All have since gone to their 
eternal rest.

She graduated from Chelsea High 
School in 1948 and married Saul 
Lerner in 1950. Saul passed in 1969 
and shortly thereafter Selma started 
her career in hospital management 
at the Pilgrim Nursing Home in 
Peabody. Ironically, she ended up 
working at the Salem Hospital for 45 
years until she was 85.

Selma loved her friends and fam-
ily. She was well-informed and loved 

old movies, plays, being Jewish, and 
could talk about sports with anyone. 

She lived in Peabody the last 64 years 
of her life.

She is survived by her sons Jef-
frey and Mark Lerner and his wife 
Jeannie, and her grandchildren Scott 
and Jaquelyn and their better halves 
Kristy and Paul. She also leaves her 
beloved great-grandchildren Max, 
Dante and Nolan.

A funeral service for Selma was 
held privately. In lieu of flowers, 
expressions of sympathy may be 
made in her memory to NAMI Mas-
sachusetts, 529 Main Street, Suite 
#1M17, Schrafft’s City Center, Boston, 
MA 02129. For more information or 
to register in the online guestbook, 
visit www.stanetskyhymansonsalem.
com.

Amy R. Saltz, 62, of Marblehead
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Chaim Topol won a Golden Globe for his portray-
al of an immigrant to Israel, stepped off the stage 
in London to fight for his country and had his 
sketches of Israeli presidents turned into postage 
stamps.

But the actor was, by far, best known for his 
embodiment of Tevye the Dairyman in “Fiddler 
on the Roof,” first in the Israeli and London stag-
ings and then in the 1971 movie that brought the 
musical about poor shtetl Jews to the masses.

Topol died last week in Tel Aviv at 87, a day 
after his family announced that he was near 
death. He had suffered from Alzheimer’s disease 
for some time.

Born in 1935 in Tel Aviv, Topol served in the 
Israel Defense Forces entertainment unit before 
embarking on a career on stage and screen that 
took him around the world. In 1967, he appeared 
as the lead character in London’s staging of “Fid-
dler on the Roof,” which had been a breakout hit 
on Broadway three years before. In his early 30s at 

the time, he wowed audiences and critics with his 
portrayal of an older character.

But it was when he turned his character over 
to an understudy that his profile truly exploded. It 
was June 1967 and Israel was locked in a war with 
several Arab states; Topol was called up as a soldier 
and returned to Israel to serve in what would 
ultimately be known as the Six-Day War. Israel’s 
swift defeat of an alliance of enemies caused the 
world to notice the young country and the actor 
who took part in its victory.

“He had left London as a star; he returned as 
a hero,” Alisa Solomon wrote in her 2013 book 
“Wonder of Wonders: A Cultural History of Fid-
dler on the Roof.” “‘Fiddler’ became a site for 
celebration, drawing Jews as well as gentiles to 
the theater – some for repeat viewings – to bask 
in Jewish perseverance and to pay homage to 
Jewish survival. The show didn’t change, but the 
atmosphere around it did.”

In one sign of Topol’s breakout moment, his 
recording of “If I Were a Rich Man” hit No. 9 on 
the British charts – besting Aretha Franklin’s 

“Respect” in July 1967.
From there, Topol was cast in the film pro-

duction of the musical, beating out Zero Mostel 
– who put an indelible stamp on Tevye as the star 
of the original Broadway production – as well as a 
host of Jewish and non-Jewish movie stars. Using 
only his last name – purportedly because his first 
name was easily mispronounced by non-Hebrew 
speakers – he ultimately starred in more than 30 
films in both English and Hebrew, published two 
books and released multiple albums.

In Israel, Topol was perhaps best known for 
his breakout role as the lead character in the 1964 
film “Sallah Shabati,” about the difficulties faced 
by a Mizrahi immigrant family. The Ephraim 
Kishon film was Israel’s first Academy Award 
nominee in the foreign language film category and 
earned Topol a Golden Globe for best new actor. 
The casting of an Ashkenazi actor as a Mizrahi 
character – and one who embodied many of the 
stereotypes held at the time by Israel’s Ashkenazi 
elite – would prove controversial, although the 
film is still regarded as a touchstone.

Topol won Israel’s most presigious award, the 
Israel Prize, for his lifetime of achievement in 2013.

“From Fiddler on the Roof to the roof of the 
world, Haim [sic] Topol, who has passed away from 
us, was one of the most outstanding Israeli stage 
artists, a gifted actor who conquered many stages 
in Israel and overseas, filled the cinema screens 
with his presence and above all entered deep into 
our hearts,” Israeli President Isaac Herzog said 
on Twitter.

Herzog noted Topol’s contributions to Israel 
not just through the arts but through his service in 
the army and his dedication to a nonprofit camp 
for children with medical needs in Israel’s north. 
Topol was board chair of the Jordan Youth Village, 
modeled after Paul Newman’s Hole in the Wall 
Camp in the United States, until his death.

He is survived by his wife Galia, an actor whom 
he married in 1956; three children and their chil-
dren.  Θ

Chaim Topol, Israeli actor who played Tevye in 1971 
‘Fiddler on the Roof’ film, dies at 87

PHOTO CREDIT: SILVER SCREEN COLLECTION/GETTY IMAGES 

Israeli actor Chaim Topol as Tevye in “Fiddler 
on the Roof.”   

DAVID M. BENET/GETTY IMAGES

Topol was board chair of the Jordan Youth 
Village, modeled after Paul Newman’s Hole in 
the Wall Camp, until his death.
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A
RGENTINE FILMMAK-
ER SEBASTIÁN Alfie 
saw the opera, “The Kaiser 
of Atlantis,” by chance. He 
was visiting his home-

town Buenos Aires in 2006, and 
happened to get tickets to the Teatro 
Colón, where it was playing. He was 
amazed by the music and the story 
surrounding it. 

Composer Viktor Ullmann’s 
chamber opera, with a libretto by 
Peter Kien, was written in 1943 
while they were imprisoned in the 
Nazi concentration camp Ther-
esienstadt (Terezín). It tells the 
story of the Emperor of Atlantis, a 
tyrant bent on waging endless war. 
It was rehearsed in 1944, but never 
performed at Terezín because that 
October, most of the musicians 
were deported to Auschwitz, where 
Ullmann and Kien were killed.

The manuscript, however, 
survived, and through a series of 
lucky coincidences, ended up in the 
hands of London-based musician 
and arranger Kerry Woodward, who 
conducted the world première of 
the piece in Amsterdam in 1975.

Alfie researched the opera and its 
history, and discovered no one had 
told its remarkable story, but at that 
time he lacked the resources to film 
it. Seven years in the making, his 
documentary, “The Kaiser of Atlan-
tis,” tells the remarkable journey of 
the opera from its creation in 1943 
to its large-scale staging at Madrid’s 
Teatro Real nearly 80 years later. 

The film will have its U.S. 
première as part of Salem Film Fest 
on Sunday, March 26, at 2:30 p.m. 
at The Cabot in Beverly. Alfie will 
join viewers for a live, post-screen 
Q&A. The film has been selected by 
festivals in over 20 countries and has 
so far won nine awards.

“Kaiser” intertwines several 
narrative threads, from the opera’s 
collaborative origin to Woodward’s 
own deep connection to its com-
poser and his work to the newest 
production in Madrid by the late 
stage director Gustavo Tambascio 
and conductor Pedro Halffter. It 
took Alfie two years to edit his film, 
“cleaning” what wasn’t moving the 
story forward.

There is even a mystical strand, 
involving Woodward’s connec-
tion to Rosemary Brown, the late 
English spiritualist, composer, and 
pianist who claimed that dead 
composers dictated new works to 
her. Respected in her time, even 
Leonard Bernstein sought Brown’s 
counsel.

“I think this is the first time that 
a medium takes part in a Holocaust 
documentary … as far as I know,” 
Alfie said by email from Spain, 
where he is now based. Woodward 

maintained that he was able to con-
nect with Ullmann through Brown 
to address questions regarding the 
original score. 

Alfie included music and ani-
mation to great artistic effect. He 
found inspiration for the animated 
sequences in actual drawings made 
by prisoners who used pieces of 
charcoal to sketch on the back of 
Nazi registration forms. These were 
adapted by the film’s animators.

“I needed to explain the plot of 
the opera, and animation was the 
perfect tool to do it,” Alfie said. He 
also needed to fill in the gaps about 
parts of the story that had been lost 
forever. There is almost no photo-
graphic record of Viktor Ullmann, 
for example, and animation was 
a good way of representing his 
biography.

When Alfie interviewed Dagmar 
Lieblova, a Czech Terezín survivor 
who appears in the film, he was 

deeply affected. Until her death in 
2018, and well into her 80s, she was 
a tireless lecturer at Terezin, con-
ducting classes with students of all 
nationalities. “Meeting her was the 
most emotional part of the entire 
filmmaking process for me,” he said.

Alfie hopes audiences will leave 
the film with greater understanding 
of the sacrifices Ullmann, Kien, and 
their friends made and the role art 
can play when fighting for what we 
think is just. The film’s dire warning 
about tyrants is as relevant today as 
it was in 1943. 

“If we don’t learn from the mis-
takes of the past, we are condemned 
to repeat them. When rulers play 
with war in order to gain popular 
support, they are playing with fire 
and putting us all at risk,” he said.  Θ

The Salem Film Fest runs from March 
23 to April 2. For information and 
tickets, visit www.salemfilmfest.com.
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F
OR SIX DECADES, Bob 
Dylan has been an enigmatic 
musical and cultural force. 
At 81, he continues to make 
new albums and tour. He’s 

never too far out of sight or out of 
mind, whatever the platform. 

Like many, I’ve jumped on and 
off the Dylan train over the decades.  
But there’s little debate about the 
importance of his early years musi-
cally, and as it turns out, photograph-
ically. 

Don’t Think Twice: The Daniel 
Kramer Photographs of Bob Dylan, 
1964-65, an exhibit at Boston’s Boch 
Center Wang Theatre, was originally 
supposed to hit Boston in 2020, but 
the pandemic lockdown killed that 
and then another planned opening 
was nixed by a second Covid-19 wave. 
Third time’s the charm.

Kramer’s 51 photos, most in 
starkly beautiful black-and-white, 
give a window into a special period 
for Dylan and pop music in general. 
Dylan was pushing the limits of what 
could be expressed in song in length 
and lyrics, with his hurtling verses, 
and in sound. It was clear pop music 
could turn a corner toward, at least 
potentially, a more worldly phase. 

Kramer’s photos can jettison 
you back to that time – even if you 
weren’t alive or sentient then. Maybe 
it’s 20/20 hindsight, but the confident, 
playful air about Dylan then suggests 
a feeling that he knew he was on the 
cusp of something great. He was not 
yet the superstar he’d become. Nor 
was he the unspeaking, even-more-
gruff-voiced, non-guitar playing 
Dylan audiences have seen in the last 
few years. 

Kramer had well-established pho-
tographic credentials before Dylan 
came into his orbit. But before this 
ultimately symbiotic process even 
began, Kramer says, “People said he 
won’t come to the studio and pose 
for you, and I said ‘Like hell he’s not.” 

Kramer, who talked with me 
via email, said Dylan hemmed and 
hawed when he got him on the 
phone. “I said ‘You give me one shot 
and if you don’t like it, we won’t do it 
anymore,’” Kramer says. “He came.” 

And he liked it. The first picture 
Kramer took, within 20 minutes of 
the meeting, was of a relaxed Dylan 
reading a newspaper, one of the 51 
in the current exhibit. Many of the 
photos were, like that one, impromp-
tu, says Kramer.

The working relationship 
expanded into a friendship, where 
Kramer had unprecedented access. 
Dylan was clearly comfortable with 
Kramer’s presence; Dylan loved the 
camera and the camera loved him. 
Aside from the striking concert shots, 
Dylan lifted the veil and Kramer was 
there to capture sides of Dylan he 
hadn’t previously revealed – pictures 
of Dylan shooting pool, playing 
chess, mugging with a wide-eyed 
Joan Baez as he mockingly irons her 
hair, cigarette dangling from his lips, 
or looking faux-fierce posing with 
Johnny Cash. 

From folkie to rocker
“Dylan hadn’t done that for 

any other photographer,” said Bob 
Santelli, the exhibit’s curator, who 
was at the opening party in Boston. 
“It couldn’t have come at a better 
time in the history of American 
music or Bob Dylan’s history. This is 
about the transition of Bob Dylan 

from folksinger, the heir to Woody 
Guthrie, to a rock artist who brought 
with him not just a brand-new sound 
but poetry and significant meaning 
to rock ‘n’ roll lyrics.”

David Bieber, a collector who 
runs the David Bieber Archives 
in Norwood, told me the photos 
convey “that sense of intimacy and 
informality, the accessibility, where 
he was transforming himself from a 
folk performer to a songwriter other 
people were recording and finding 
acceptance of his own voice.”

“The all-seeing eye of Kramer’s 
camera captured a moment in time 
you wouldn’t see again,” Bieber said. 
“Now, Dylan is on this never-ending 
tour where he goes from tour bus to 
stage, back to tour bus. He’s almost 
a ghost of his former self, the myth 
preceding the man.”

Kramer, who is now 91, was with 
Dylan, off and on, for a year. “There 
were no set times or poses and it 
wasn’t all in one timespan, but sever-
al times over that year,” Kramer said. 
“There was not an agreed-upon time 

frame or limit. I recall getting a call 
and him asking me what I was doing. 
I said ‘I am working in the studio.’ He 
said ‘Well, why don’t you come out 
and take some pictures?’”

Needless to say, Kramer was on 
his way.

“There was one time we spent 
three days in Buffalo,” Kramer 
recalled, “and then we were at the 
studio for two weeks. Then maybe I 
didn’t shoot him for two weeks, but 
then we went again.”

The connection they had for that 
period of time ran deep. “Everything 
about us was the same,” Kramer says. 
“Jewish, parents, what your father 
did for a living, everything. We were 
like cousins. Working with Dylan 
was like working with me. That’s why 
we got along; we were crazy.”

Watching Elvis movies
How crazy? 
“As long as I was willing to go to 

the apartment at 5 or 6 p.m. to watch 
Elvis Presley movies, he was fine,” 
Kramer said. “He wanted to be Elvis 
Presley when he grew up.” Which is 
to say, Dylan would work with Kram-
er all day, if he would promise to join 
him for an Elvis flick at the end.

This is not to say everything 

went smoothly. “It’s who he is as a 
musician,” said Kramer. “It was hard 
at times working with him, but that 
is why my pictures are so good. I did 
not take him away from his work, I 
kept him in it.”

While the bulk of the photos 
at the exhibit are black-and-white, 
Kramer did the color album covers 
for Highway 61 Revisited and Bringing 
It All Back Home. Bieber told me he 
prefers the black-and-white photos, 
but sees the colorful album covers as 
possibly allegorical: “You could say at 
that time Dylan’s music went from 
black-and-white to color,” Bieber said. 
“In 1963, [Dylan was about] Peter, 
Paul & Mary and protest songs and 
in 1965 he was hanging out at the 
Factory in Andy Warhol’s world.”

In the summer of 1965, Dylan 
was in one of those periods of rein-
vention for which he’d become well-
known. On Aug. 28, Dylan played 
Forest Hills Stadium in New York, 
and Kramer took some stunning 
photos. “He went electric and going 
electric changed everything,” Kramer 
said. (This was about a month after 
Dylan’s infamous “coming out” at the 
Newport Folk Festival.)

There was no fallout, no acrimo-
ny; the project had run its course and 
each was ready to move on. Kramer 
says he’s remained a fan of Dylan 
music, if not the entirety, “for a lot 
of it.” 

You know what the mercurial 
Dylan has done since, probably 
in great detail. As for Kramer, he 
continued to build an impressive 
and diverse resume, which included 
everything, really, including land-
scapes around the world, U.S. presi-
dents, in-house corporate reports for 
Morgan Stanley, boxer Joe Frazier, 
novelist Norman Mailer and singers 
Baez and Janis Joplin.

Don’t Think Twice: The Daniel 
Kramer Photographs of Bob Dylan, 
1964-65 runs through March 29 at 
Boston’s Boch Center Wang Theatre 
as part of its Folk Americana Hall of 
Fame Roots series. Θ

This story was published by the 
Forward. Sign up at forward.com/news-
letters to get the latest stories from the 
Forward.

He captured a side of Bob Dylan that hadn’t been seen before

This Kramer photo served as the 
cover for Dylan’s “Bringing It All 
Back Home.” 

DANIEL KRAMER PHOTOS

Photographer Daniel Kramer said he and Dylan developed a rapport because they shared similar 
backgrounds and interests. They were “like cousins,” he said.  

Kramer’s photos are on display 
at Boston’s Boch Center Wang 
Theatre as part of its Folk 
Americana Hall of Fame Roots 
series.
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M
EDIEVAL ENGLAND WAS 
not kind to the Jewish People. 
The 1290 Edict of Expulsion 
commanded that sheriffs expel 
all Jews. A century later, Geoffrey 

Chaucer wrote his opus, “The Canterbury 
Tales,” in which a group of pilgrims travel-
ing to Canterbury Cathedral compete in a 
storytelling contest. The 24 stories within a 
story are written in prose and verse and reflect 
medieval society’s attitudes about religion, 
social class and morality. Among them is “The 
Prioress’s Tale,” which narrates a case of Jewish 
blood libel in a story about a child martyr 
killed by Jews engaging in ritual murder. 

But Chaucer also had a bawdy, more 
playful side. “The Wife of Bath” is among the 
best known of his 24 tales and, over 600 years 
later, was the inspiration for Zadie Smith’s 
raucous adaptation, “The Wife of Willesden,” a 
terrific production at the American Repertory 
Theatre through March 17.

Smith, an award-winning novelist and 
first-time playwright, set her modernized 
version of the Chaucer tale in Kilburn, the 
melting-pot community in Northwest Lon-
don where she grew up and still lives, a place 
where inclusion and diversity reign. Her play 
is a love letter to a local pub’s motley group 
of revelers who fare from “church, temple, 
mosque and shul.” Times sure have changed 
since Chaucer’s day.

Author (Jessica Murrain), an undisguised 
stand-in for Smith, sets the scene and intro-
duces us to the pub’s lively clientele, lured 
this evening by a story-telling competition 
and its prize of a full English breakfast to the 
winner. “If there is a person in Brent who 
doesn’t think their life should be turned into 
a 400-page story, I’d like to meet them,” she 
declares.

The first few stories are told by pompous 

men, who drone on about themselves with 
misplaced over-confidence. Lurking in the 
background is Alvita, the Wife of Willesden. 
Finally, fed up with the men’s yawning yarns 
and itching for center stage, she grabs the 
imaginary mic. 

As Alvita, Clare Perkins is a Category 6 
hurricane. Poured into a scarlet body-hugging 
dress and shod in weapons-grade stiletto heels, 
she bursts into the spotlight and commands it 
for the rest of the evening.

Brash and boozy, fierce and wise, Alvita 
has a story to tell, a folktale about an 18th 
century Jamaican soldier and a life-changing 
lesson he learned. But first, an introduction. 
She recounts her romantic history of five 

marriages with a full-Monty, unapologetic 
focus on sex, pleasure and her rapacious 
libido, which she wears on her sleeve like a 
badge of honor.

“The shock never ends when women say 
things usually said by men, whether today or 
600 years ago,” she says with a wink.

Alvita is a consummate narrator. She imi-
tates, animates and intimidates, bringing her 
history to life with the help of her husbands, 
who happen to be at the pub and serve as 
willing props as she details their virtues and 
vices. Her philosophy of life defies conven-
tions and rules, be they religious, political 
or matrimonial. “What you call laws, I call 
advice,” she tells her strict, churchgoing aunt. 

“I think God likes variety.”
Eventually, Alvita launches into the meat 

of her story – the Jamaican folktale. A young 
18th century soldier is sentenced to die for 
raping a woman. In the spirit of restorative 
justice, the benevolent Queen Nanny agrees 
to spare his life under one condition. He has a 
year and a day to comb the earth and discover 
the answer to the same question Alvita poses 
rhetorically throughout the play: What do 
women want? 

The folktale’s answer echoes Alvita’s 
feminist refrain – women want to be free of 
fear, to be happy, to follow a path of their 
own making and, most importantly, to be 
deliciously, eternally and completely satisfied 
sexually. She looks at the men around her and 
the power they claim as rightfully theirs and 
basically says, “I’ll have what they’re having.”

Perkins’s performance cannot be over-
praised. She doesn’t steal the show; she IS the 
show. Her charismatic Alvita may present as 
part stand-up comic, part Tina Turner, but 
beneath that flashy exterior beats a tender 
heart with a sage message.

Kiln Theatre Artistic Director Indhu 
Rubasingham brings a playfulness to the 
95-minute (no intermission) production, 
changing mood, time and place with, for 
example, a simple gold tray behind the head 
to represent an apostle or bar dishrags to rep-
resent togas. The ensemble cast is superb and 
Robert Jones’s set is a magnificent holy shrine 
to drink and camaraderie.

But there would be nothing without 
Smith’s ambitious and smart play, using 
verse and iambic pentameter, a poetic form 
perfected by Chaucer. Her rhyming couplets 
in today’s vernacular evoke Chaucer’s Middle 
English in rhythm and meaning. That is no 
small feat.  Θ

For tickets and information, go to  
https://americanrepertorytheater.org.

MARC BRENNER 

Clare Perkins and cast in “The Wife of Willesden.”

Retelling of ‘Wife’s tale’ brings Chaucer to 21st century
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PEABODY – Pam DeGroot is 
undoubtedly one of the busiest 
residents on the Harriett & Ralph 
Kaplan Estates campus. For starters, 
she’s running the highly acclaimed 
Natalie Kaplan Speaker Series, a 
popular monthly event at the assist-
ed living facility. Started by her 
mother, Natalie Kaplan, Pam has 
continued her mom’s legacy after 
she passed away in 2019. It’s Pam’s 
passion, and from the increasing 
attendance numbers, she’s clearly 
very good at it.

Born in Brookline, Pam, 73, grew 
up on the North Shore, mostly in 
Malden. A graduate of Curry College 
and Hebrew Union College, Pam 
resided for many years in North-
ern California and Ohio, where she 
worked as director of the YWCA and 
executive director of B’nai B’rith 
Youth.

Upon returning to Massachusetts, 
Pam volunteered her time to teach 
English as a Second Language classes 
in Malden.

Pam started coordinating the 
lecture series in 1999 and resumed 
it once Kaplan Estates resumed pro-
gramming after the pandemic. For 
February, Pam brought in Arlene 
Velleman, a former Waltham spe-
cial education teacher who taught 
the residents sign language basics. 
Two of her all-time favorite speak-
ers: Michael Goldman, a political 
consultant who visited before the 
2020 presidential election; and Steve 
Rosenberg, editor of the Jewish Jour-
nal. Both men prompted lively dis-
cussions among the residents.

For Pam, the lecture series is 
important because it carries on her 
mother’s name. Natalie started the 
series for her friends, but then decid-
ed to expand the program for Kaplan 
Estates residents. Her expertise was 
recognized in 2018 when Natalie 
won the prestigious Massachusetts 
Assisted Living Volunteer Award, 
honoring her outstanding work at 
Harriett & Ralph Kaplan Estates.  

As a fairly new resident at 
Kaplan, Pam has quickly immersed 
herself in the day-to-day routine. 
“I truly like the residents and staff 
here,” she said. “Everyone is kind, 
open, and very friendly.”

Added Pam, “I love having Shab-
bat dinner every week. In fact, one 

of the reasons I chose Kaplan Estates 
is that it has a Jewish component. 
It’s Jewish, but not too Jewish, if you 
know what I mean.”

“Pam DeGroot is a wonderful 
addition to our assisted living fam-
ily,” said Antonio Alvarez, director 
of community relations at Kaplan 
Estates. “Her classes and lectures 
are inspiring for the entire commu-
nity. Moreover, Pam serves as a role 
model on how to give back and live 
selflessly.”

In addition to the lecture series, 
Pam is teaching Holiday Trivia class-

es the first of each month as well as 
classes on values. She puts a great 
deal of thought into each class. “I 
like coming up with programs that I 
would like to go to myself,” explained 
Pam. “Then I pray that the audience 
likes them, too.” Judging from the 
audiences’ reactions, it seems like 
Pam is getting her wish.

When asked who would be on 
her “wish list” of speakers, Pam 
didn’t hesitate to reply. “Definitely 
Barack Obama. Actually, on second 
thought, I think Michelle would be 
my first choice.” She added, “More 

realistically, I’d really like for Jew-
ish Journal editor Steve Rosenberg 
to come back and speak. He was 
excellent.”

The importance of volunteering 
is near and dear to Pam’s heart. “I 
have a lot to be grateful for,” she 
mused, “and volunteering is a won-
derful way to give back to the local 

community. My mother set a terrific 
example for me and I am proud to 
carry on her legacy.” Θ

Community members interested in 
participating in the Natalie Kaplan 
Speaker Series can contact Ellen Gor-
don at 978-532-4411 or egordon@
chelseajewish.org.
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Antonio Alvarez, of Kaplan Estates; Pam DeGroot; Megin Hemmerling, 
Peabody Chelsea Jewish Lifecare; Ellen Gordon, Chelsea Jewish 
Lifecare.

Pam DeGroot carries on her mother’s legacy at Kaplan Estates

Beverly Finn 
Memorial 
Scholarship
The North Suburban Jewish Com-
munity Center in Peabody is proud 
to announce the annual Beverly Finn 
Memorial Scholarship. It is available 
to a graduating high school senior 
who attended the NSJCC’s early child-
hood center. Mrs. Finn was a beloved 
teacher at the NSJCC for many years. 
Her warmth, kindness and passion 
for teaching was a constant ray of 
sunshine at the NSJCC. She will be 
forever remembered in our hearts. Θ

 For more information or to apply, 
contact Arlyne at Arlyneg@nsjcc.org or 
978-471-5520.
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DINE IN & TAKEOUT • 978-750-0100

31 MAPLE STREET | DANVERS MA 01923
Open Mon-Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 7am-1pm Breakfast Only

Online Orders
www.newbrothersdanvers.com

$5 OFF ORDERS OF $30 OR MORE

Special of the Day
$8.95

Served All Day
-Monday -

SHEPHERD’S PIE
- Tuesday -

MEAT LOAF
-Wednesday -

SPAGHETTI&MEATBALLS
-Thursday -

1 STUFFED CABBAGE
- Friday -

MEAT LOAF
- Saturday -

BAKEDHAM
Served with 2 sides:

Mashed Potato, Roast Potato, Rice,
Vegetable or a Cup of Soup

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday - Saturday
11:00 am - 5:00 pm

$12.95
Meat Loaf
Chicken Pie
Spinach Pie

Greek Pastitsio
Greek Moussaka
1 Stuffed Pepper
1 Stuffed Tomato

Baked Virginia Ham
1 Grilled Chicken Breast
FreshOvenRoastedTurkey

Served with choice of 2 sides:
Mashed Potato, Roast Potato,

Rice or Vegetable, or Cup of Soup.

Add a dinner salad for $2.90

Greek & American Cuisine

DINE IN & TAKEOUT • 978-750-0100

31 MAPLE STREET | DANVERS MA 01923
Open Mon-Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 7am-1pm Breakfast Only

Online Orders
www.newbrothersdanvers.com

$5 OFF ORDERS OF $30 OR MORE

Special of the Day
$8.95

Served All Day
-Monday -

SHEPHERD’S PIE
- Tuesday -

MEAT LOAF
-Wednesday -

SPAGHETTI&MEATBALLS
-Thursday -

1 STUFFED CABBAGE
- Friday -

MEAT LOAF
- Saturday -

BAKEDHAM
Served with 2 sides:

Mashed Potato, Roast Potato, Rice,
Vegetable or a Cup of Soup

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday - Saturday
11:00 am - 5:00 pm

$12.95
Meat Loaf
Chicken Pie
Spinach Pie

Greek Pastitsio
Greek Moussaka
1 Stuffed Pepper
1 Stuffed Tomato

Baked Virginia Ham
1 Grilled Chicken Breast
FreshOvenRoastedTurkey

Served with choice of 2 sides:
Mashed Potato, Roast Potato,

Rice or Vegetable, or Cup of Soup.

Add a dinner salad for $2.90

SMALL DINNERS SERVED ALL DAY
MONDAY-SATURDAY 

ONLY $9.95
MEATLOAF • SHEPHERD’S PIE • 1 STUFFED PEPPER • BAKED HAM
OVEN ROASTED TURKEY • GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST
Served with choice of sides: 
Mashed Potatoes, Roasted Potato,  
Rice or Vegetable
Add a small dinner salad for $3.95

DINE IN & TAKEOUT • 978-750-0100

www.newbrothersdanvers.com

Greek & American Cuisine

DINE IN & TAKEOUT • 978-750-0100

31 MAPLE STREET | DANVERS MA 01923
Open Mon-Sat 7am-7pm • Sun 7am-1pm Breakfast Only

Online Orders
www.newbrothersdanvers.com

$5 OFF ORDERS OF $30 OR MORE

Special of the Day
$8.95

Served All Day
-Monday -

SHEPHERD’S PIE
- Tuesday -

MEAT LOAF
-Wednesday -

SPAGHETTI&MEATBALLS
-Thursday -

1 STUFFED CABBAGE
- Friday -

MEAT LOAF
- Saturday -

BAKEDHAM
Served with 2 sides:

Mashed Potato, Roast Potato, Rice,
Vegetable or a Cup of Soup

LUNCH SPECIALS
Monday - Saturday
11:00 am - 5:00 pm

$12.95
Meat Loaf
Chicken Pie
Spinach Pie

Greek Pastitsio
Greek Moussaka
1 Stuffed Pepper
1 Stuffed Tomato

Baked Virginia Ham
1 Grilled Chicken Breast
FreshOvenRoastedTurkey

Served with choice of 2 sides:
Mashed Potato, Roast Potato,

Rice or Vegetable, or Cup of Soup.

Add a dinner salad for $2.90

NEW!

$5 OFF
orders of $40 

or more

mailto:info@marbleheadantiques.com
http://www.newbrothersdanvers.com
http://www.newbrothersdanvers.com
http://www.newbrothersdanvers.com
http://www.newbrothersdanvers.com
mailto:Joel.Weingarten@citizensbank.Beverly
mailto:Joel.Weingarten@citizensbank.Beverly
mailto:Arlyneg@nsjcc.org
http://www.fantasyislandsalem.com


Tell us how the Dolphin Yacht 
Club in Marblehead was formed 
and the important roles that both 
you and your dad played there.

Back in the mid-’50s’ it was diffi-
cult for a Jewish person to buy land 
on the water. My father and several 
other Jewish men purchased from a 
shell – Louis Athanas –  the empty 
Marblehead Harbor Yacht Club that 
had just merged with the Boston 
Yacht Club. They formed a yacht 
club open to Jewish families and 
named it the Dolphin Yacht Club. 
My father was treasurer and later 
commodore and I also served as the 
youngest commodore in 1973 and 
later in 1981.

You have been involved in 
Peabody’s storied leather 
industry for many decades. Tell us 
about your professional life.

My grandfather Charles Smidt 
was president of the Workmens 
Circle in Peabody. He was a builder 
of commercial and residential 
buildings in Salem and Peabody and 
a sheepskin tanner. There is a Smidt 
Avenue in Peabody named after 
Charlie as he built all the homes 
on that street. My aunt went to a 
Yiddish school on Washington Street 
in Peabody. My father started the 
Phenny Smidt Leather Company in 
the late ’,30s’, which was a contract 
leather finishing business. In 1965, 
my dad became ill and asked me 
to “keep an eye on things” in the 
factory. I had no intention to go 
‘into the business’ at that time. I had 
graduated from BU with a degree in 
international business and wanted 
to go into the container ship trade. 

Ten years later I owned Phenny 
Smidt Leather and changed the 
name to John Smidt Co., Inc.

“Leather Soul,” a documentary of 

the history of the leather industry in 
Peabody, was partially filmed at my 
factory. 

After the leather industry left 
Peabody, the city wanted to preserve 
its rich history by creating a museum 
called the Peabody Leatherworkers 
Museum. I was invited to serve on 
the advisory board to the museum 
and remain on the board to this 
day. Sixty percent of the items in 
the museum are from my factory: 
tools, textbooks, dry mill and other 
machinery. 

I joined Congregation Sons of 
Israel, a traditional shul in Peabody, 
while I owned the factory, and am 
still a member there today.

You served as president of the 
Jewish Community Center of 
the North Shore from 2012-
2014 and played an integral role 
in the turnaround of that agency. 
What are you most proud of 
having accomplished during that 
time?

My wife Linda and I joined 
the JCCNS after Energy Works 
closed its doors. I was interested 
in how things were run so I sat in 
on various committee meetings. 
The president, Lisa Nagel, noticed 
my interest and asked if I wanted 
to join the board and eventually 
the executive committee. One 
late April executive committee 
meeting Lisa asked who wanted 
to be the next president in June 
as there was no succession at that 
time. Always up for a challenge, 
I raised my hand to the relief of 
many. I felt with my past business 
experience as president of my own 
company, a past board member of 
the Warren Five Bank, and as past 
commodore, I might be able to fill 
these challenging shoes. Luckily 

I had David Kasoff on my speed 
dial to help with the financials 
and hired Marty Schneer as our 
professional agency director. We 
were known as the three amigos 
and somehow we got the job 
done. 

I am most proud during my 
tenure as president from 2012-
2014 of two basic tenets I adopted 
early on in most things I took on:

1. My philosophy: ‘Failure is not 
an option.’

2. The slogan ‘Everyone is wel-
comed,’ which was printed on all 
our JCCNS brochures and adver-
tising.

You have also been involved 
with our own Jewish Journal. 
What has been your motivation 
to offer your services, 
expertise, and resources to so 
many organizations?

My last gig was on the board 
of the Jewish Journal. Once again, 
I was interested in the workings 
of running a paper and if I could 
contribute with my business back-
ground. Never one to sit back and 
complain, if the paper was having 
challenges I wanted to be part of 
the solution. 

This has been my motivation 
in most things I do, not to be part 
of the problem but to help find 
a solution. I was on our Glover 
Landing condominium board as 
president and as a governor for 
more than 20 years, and I always 
tried to look at things objectively 
and fairly. 

Can you share a little about 
your family life and how you 
met your wife Linda?

Linda and I are about to 
celebrate our 39th wedding 
anniversary in April. We original-
ly met on a boat and have been 
navigating through calm and 
rough seas ever since. Linda ran 
my front office at the factory for 
many years (left a good job to do 
so, she reminds me) and was not 
opposed to help run a machine if 
the need arose. 

I have two exceptional daugh-
ters who live in Massachusetts 
and make us proud every day 
with their accomplishments and 
wise insights. We have two 8-year-
old grand-twins, Eli and Ellie, and 
it will be a joy to watch their jour-
neys in becoming young adults. 

We understand that you have 
recently begun a new chapter 
with Linda in Florida, and return 
north to your beloved Rangeley, 
Maine, during the summer. 
How’s it going so far and what 
do you miss from Marblehead?

We moved to southwest Flori-
da in November and are enjoying 
the warmth and easy living. We 
do not miss the snow but sorely 
miss our friends up north and 
hope they will travel our way for 
a visit. Finding no backgammon 
club at the civic association we 
belong to, I started one as I like 
to make things happen. We have 
also joined a cruising boat club at 
the same association. Our plan is 
to stay in Florida from October to 
June and then go to our camp in 
the mountains of northern Maine 
for the summer. We plan to drive 
down to Marblehead from time 
to time to go sailing and visit our 
friends. Θ
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What was it like to grow up in 
Swampscott and Marblehead in 
the ’40s and ’50s?

I grew up on Smith Street in 
Marblehead and my parents sent me 
to the Deveraux School across the 
street for my preschooling. Unfor-
tunately, it was short-lived as I was 
kicked out after they accused me 
of stealing food off another’s plate 
(not so, he said he was done) and 
threatened to paddle me and wash 
my mouth out with soap unless 
I confessed. I ran home, never to 
return. Growing up in the ‘40s as a 
Jewish boy in Marblehead was not a 
problem for me. I hardly knew what 
that meant because there were only 
two of us in my elementary school. 
By the way, I was a Roads Scholar 
early on as I went to the Roads Ele-
mentary School. 

I was somewhat of a loner back 
then. My dad owned a 23-foot 
sailboat with a 12-foot wooden 
dinghy that I would row around 
Marblehead harbor and stop at 
various yachts and schooners and 
ask permission to come aboard. My 
dad eventually bought a skiff with 
a 3-horsepower motor and I would 
tool around the harbor and explore. 

We moved to Swampscott when 
I entered the seventh grade. My 
parents informed me when I was 
11½ that I was going to have a bar 
mitzvah and had to go to Hebrew 
School at Temple Israel, where they 
belonged. My sister, five years older, 
never had a bat mitzvah, so I was 
shocked that my parents insisted. I 
never considered them as religious. I 

guess, like the Jewish holidays, some 
things are just traditional. It wasn’t 
until junior high that I noticed my 
Jewishness as many of my classmates 
were Jewish. 

I picked up the cornet in junior 
high and must have shown prom-
ise because I was asked to march 
and play in the senior high school 
band. Both my mother and her twin 
brother played trumpets in their 
youth and my uncle eventually 
played professionally. Trumpets 
were not allowed at that time in 
the high school band, but a friend 
gave me his old trumpet. I played 
trumpet in the Case Tech marching 
band, and I continue to bang out a 
song on it today. 

How did you first get involved in 
boating? We understand that you 
bought your first sailboat in 1964 
at the age of 22.

My first boat was a 16-foot 
Bullseye sailboat. When I attended 
Boston University, I joined the sail-
ing racing team and loved the com-
petitive nature of the sport. Soon I 
was competing in Bullseye races in 
Marblehead. My second sailboat was 
a Contessa 26-footer that I had for 
three years before I bought Jade, my 
Tartan 34-footer. This boat I mostly 
used for cruising, but also did the 
Marion-Bermuda race in 1981 and 
single-handed with spinnaker in the 
Ryder Cup in Newport and in many 
Monhegan Sail Challenges from 
Provincetown to Tenants Harbor in 
Maine. My current boat is Chobe, a 
38-foot Sabre sailboat. 

John Smidt
“My philosophy: ‘Failure is not an option.’”

By STEVEN A. ROSENBERG
JOURNAL STAFF 

J
OHN SMIDT HAS LONG BEEN INVOLVED IN 

COMMUNITY LIFE, and has served on several 

boards, including as president of the JCC in Mar-

blehead. He grew up in Marblehead and Swamp-

scott, went to Boston University, and owned a  

                      family leather business in Peabody for decades. He has  

two daughters and two grandchildren, and has been married 

to Linda Smidt for 39 years.  

John and Linda Smidt.  

John at the wheel of his boat.

This has been my motivation in most things    

I do, not to be part of the problem but to        

help find a solution.
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